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PREFACE. 



Toward the close of my father's public life, it was his 
intention, frequently expressed, to look over his papers, and 
to destroy all which might furnish materials for his biog- 
raphy ; and, when casual allusions were made to the possi- 
bility of such a record, he often threatened that he would 
haunt the man who should attempt it. As age crept upon 
him, however, and he felt himself unequal to heavy labor, 
other thoughts took possession of his mind. He gradually 
resigned himself to the conviction that the story of his life 
and labors must be told, and, after much hesitation, he took 
steps accordingly. 

By his will, dated in 1852, he desired his two elder sons 
to examine all the papers, letters, and correspondence -in his 
possession at the time of his decease, and privately to de- 
stroy such portion thereof as, in their judgment, it might be 
expedient so to dispose of, leaving his executors to exercise 
their discretion as to what use should be made of the re- 
mainder. 

This bequest seemed to convey an intimation of his own 
wishes on the subject His eldest son, of whose character 
and talents he was*justly proud, was a minister in the con- 
nection to which he himself belonged, and, should that son 
survive, and feel competent to the undertaking, from him 
might be expected this last of countless offices of filial rev- 
erence and affection. 

Afl^r my &ther's death, his family naturally turned their 
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eyes in the same direction ; none with more anxiety than 
myself. The uncertain state of my brother's health, how- 
ever, and the pressure of duties which appeared to him to 
be indispensable, induced him positively to decline the task. 

It was then for me to consider whether I durst undertake 
the necessary toil and responsibility. Unaccustomed to sus- 
tained literary effort, and occupied with a harassing profes- 
sion, I too should have left my honored father's memory to 
be embalmed by those who did not bear his name but for 
various and weighty considerations, some of them of a prac- 
tical character. Of these the chief was that the papers 
oould not be placed in the hands of any other person until 
they had undergone the scrutiny and partial destruction di- 
rected by the will, and had thereby been diminished both 
in number and in interest, and that this could not be accom- 
plished without long delaying the publication of a Memoir. 
In my case, however, the processes of examination, and of 
preparing what was deemed suitable for the press, might be 
carried on simultaneously. It was farther to be considered 
that I could make some use even of papers which must be 
ultimately destroyed. That I was a son did not discourage 
me ; for, if love is blind, so is justice ; and, assuming that 
my conjecture as to my fiither's own wishes were correct, 
his faultless judgment had pronounced against the objection. 
Nor did I think that Jabez Bunting's biographer must nec- 
essarily belong to his own profession, since no man more 
diligently sought the co-operation of the laity in every de- 
partment of religious service not exclusively clerical. I 
knew, too, that I might rely with confideilbe upon the faith- 
ful advice and kind assistance of my father's oldest and wis- 
est fiiends. 

I submit myself readily to candid criticism, and shall be 
dealt with, at all events by my Methodist readers, as well as 
I deserve. It is by way of explanation, therefore, and not 
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of apology, that I add one observation. My chief aim has 
been to make the work interesting, and, as reflecting my fist- 
ther's opinions, useful to his own religious community ; but 
I have not forgotten that his name and reputation extended 
beyond it. 

With the original view of avoiding delay, the first vol- 
ume is now published separately, not without hope that it 
may elicit suggestions which may make the second more 
worthy of its subject and of the public fistvor. Until that 
volume shall appear, I postpone the expression of my warm 
gratitude for the prompt and hearty aid received from so 
many quarters. 

Manchester, May 5<A, 1859. 
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Of humble Origin.— The Peak of DerbyBhire.— Birth of his Parents.— In- 
troduction of Methodism into Derbyshire. — John Bennet. — ^The first Ser- 
mon at Chelmorton. — ^The Marsdens. — The Lomases. — Grace Murray. — 
John Nelson. — ^William Grimshaw* — William Damey. — Conversion of 
Mary Rcdfem. — Joseph Red/cm. — ^William Bunting. — Mary Bunting's 
last Days. — Jabez Bunting's Sisters. — ^Filial Piety. — Letters to and from 
his Mother. 

Of my father's ancestors, so fiir back as I can trace them, 
the heralds can tell me nothing. I read in quiet church-yards, 
in the Peak of Derbyshire, the simple story that they were 
bom and died. In that secluded district, a land of moor and 
mist, they tilled the soil, or wrought painfully beneath the 
ground for the sustenance denied them by its sterile surface. 

In 1745 the young Pretender marched across the county, ex- 
pecting, on his route to the metropolis, to receive the homage 
of the aristocracy of England. But the rustics who stared at 
the strange sight of an invading army were soon freed from 
fear. Within a week they watched its wild retreat, and the 
failure of the last attempt to force the fortimes of the house of 

Stuart. 

• 

During the year just named, my grandfather, William Bunt- 
ing, was bom at Monyash, a smjdl village of gray stone, which, 
with its old church set in lime-trees, lies sleepily in a hollow 
near the road by which the traveler passes from Buxton to 
Newhaven. My grandmother, Maby Redfern, was then a 
child five years old, at Upper Haddon, some three miles distant. 
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It was very Boon after her birth that the first Methodist 
preachers began their mission in the Peak. Wesley had sent 
them, not so much to the masses, already partially supplied 
with Chiistian ordinances, as to those "who needed them 
most;" and on many a broad parish, and into many a dark 
hamlet throughout the land, the doctrine of a pereonal, happy, 
and active rehgion flashed as >vith the brightness of a new rev- 
elation from heaven. In this " age of gi-eat cities," let not the 
claims of the few and destitute be forgotten— K)f the plain, im- 
pressible country-folk, who still form the strength and staple 
of the English people. Such was one of the latest counsels be- 
quexithed by Jabez Bunting to his successors in the work of 
Methodism. 

David Tayloe, Lady Huntingdon's butler, whom she had 
sent to itinerate through Leicestershire, extended his labors 
into the adjoining coimties. During a considerable period he 
preached in Sheffield ; and, while there, John Benxet, of Chin- 
ley, in Derbyshire, a young man of good education, but of un- 
settled habits, who had come to enter a horse for the races, 
went, with a friend, to hear what the preacher might say. 
The sermon did not produce any impression on him ; but ho 
followed his companion into the vestry; for mere courtesy's 
sake, asked Taylor to come and see his parents ; and was not a 
little annoyed when the invitation was eagerly accepted. He 
did not wish to be teased about religion ; and he knew that Dr. 
Clegg, the minister of the family, though a Dissenter, disliked 
all irregular movements. So he did all he could to get rid of 
the engagement. But the Methodist preacher was not to be 
thwarted ; and, after a ludicrous game of hide-and-seek, suc- 
ceeded in paying his unwelcome visit. Within a short time 
Bennet was a zealous apostle of Methodism. In 1V43 he be- 
came formally connected with Wesley. "Many doors," he 
writes,- in 1750, "are open for preaching in these parts, but can 
not be supplied for want of preachers. My circuit is one hund- 
red and fifty miles in two weeks, during which time I preach 
thirty-four times, besides meeting the societies and visiting the 
sick." Derbyshire, Lancasliire, and Cheshire were the princi- 
pal scenes of these arduous labors. 

One sermon by Jolm Bennet wrought great wonders. Soon 
after he became a preacher, Thomas Bennett, an inhabitant of 
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Chelmorton, two miles from Monyash, spoke of him to some 
young men of liis acquaintance. *' When I was a young man," 
said he, " the ' Puritans' came and preached at Townend" (the 
principal house of the village), " and the people were much af- 
fected by theuL There is a man called John Bcnnet who 
preaches much in the same way, and the people are affected 
under him io the same manner; and, if you wiU get your fa- 
ther's bam, I will invite him over." John Bennet came and 
preached accordingly ; and the father and his four sons, togeth- 
er with a man named Lomas, received the truth. All were 
steady and active Methodists to their lives' end. John Mars- 
den, the eldest of the brothers, became a friend and an ad>'iser 
of Wesley, and settled in London principally that he might be 
near hinL " If there be a Methodist in England," said Wes- 
ley, " it is John Marsden, of London." Men on 'Change mark- 
ed his sober air ; and a caricature of the leading cotton-dealers 
in the metropolis portrays him as bending his knees in prayer. 
The late John Thornton, of Clapham — ^Richard Cecil tells the 
story — wishing that a man so steady should extend his busi- 
ness, offered to lend him ten thousand pounds on his personal 
security ; but he declined to accept the kindness, because he 
feared that new cares might ruffle the stillness of his spirit. 
" There is nothing," he said on his death-bed, " betwixt me and 
the kingdom of heaven." Among the descendants of him and 
of his thi'ec brothers I trace five clergymen of the Established 
Church, one of them a professor in an English University, and 
holding high Cathedral preferment, and another the able histo- 
rian of the Puritans, not yet placed in the position his talents 
deserve ; the late George Marsden, for sixty-five years a Meth- 
odist preacher, and twice president of the Conference ; John 
Marsden, who died at Manchest<jr, full of years and of good 
works; and the respective wives of the venerable Richard 
Reece, for sixty-three years a preacher, and twice president ; 
of that meritorious student and author. Dr. James Townley, 
also president ; and of Richard Bealey, of Radcliffe, in Lanca- 
shire. Jewels not less precious are to be found in the casket 
of the Lomas family. To omit all reference to those who, hav- 
ing " used the office of a deacon well," have " purchased to 
themselves a good degree," the grandson of him of that name 
who was converted under the first Methodist sermon at Chd- 
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morton was Robert Lomas, a minister remarkable for his sound 
judgment, piety, and zeal. His distinguished son,* still living, 
is the fourth president I have occasion to mention in this con- 
nection. 

John Bennet either adopted what are called Calvinistic ten- 
ets, or found out that he already held them ; separated himself 
from Wesley and his societies, and became the minister of an 
Independent church in Cheshire. And here the tale of his use- 
ful life might end but for one memorable event. Grace Mur- 
ray, a widow residing at Newcastle-upon-TjTie, young, beauti- 
ful, and well-educated, was one of Wesley's o^ti converts. He 
appointed her to be the matron of the Ori)han House in that 
town. Subsequently, at his request, she proceeded through 
the northern counties to meet and regulate the classes of female 
Methodists. Like other itinerants of those days, she traveled 
on hoi'seback. An old man once told how he saw her take her 
leave at a house-door in Yorkshire. Her horse stood waiting. 
She came out. A glance of her eye quickly told her all was 
right. No man might touch, even to help her, for she was on 
God's errand ; so she laid her hand upon the conscious beast, 
and it knelt to receive her. She sprang lightly into the saddle, 
waved her arm, and, as in a moment, was out of sight, and the 
old man saw her no more except in dreams. 

I do not know whether Wesley ever saw her set out on a jour- 
ney, but none will venerate his memory the less that he would 
fain have married her. Charles Wesley, however, and George 
Whitefield were opposed to his marrying at all. John Bennet 
had once been sick of a fever, and she had waited upon him ; 
and, " from that period," he thought that " she was given to 
him for a wife." Now he came, not unwillingly, to the rescue, 
and, without any conununication with Wesley, realized his im- 
pression. Wesley poured out the sorrows of his heart in a 
long strain of passionate verse. Nearly thirty years after her 
husband's death, Wesley, who, it is said, had never mentioned 
her since the marriage, went, at her own request, to sec her. 
He never named her again. She died at Chapel-en-le-Frith, 

* '' Quern ego ciem ex admiratione dUigere ccepissem^ quod evenire contra 
tokt, magis adndratva awn postqttam peniius ingpexiy — FLiinr, lib. iv., epist. 
zrii. A friend supplies me with this apt quotation in allusion to my old 
tutor. 
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DerbTshire, in 1803, and my father preached her funeral ser- 
mon on Psalm xxvii., 13, 14. 

" The day before she died" — ^I quote from a manuscript which 
he read after his sermon — ^*' she raised herself into a very solemn 
attitude, and, with most striking emphasis, delivered, in the 
foUowing language, her dying testimony to the truth as it is in 
Jesus : ^ I here declare it before you that I have looked on the 
right hand and on the lefl — ^I have cast my eyes before and be- 
hind — ^to see if there was any possible way of salvation but by 
the Son of God, and I am fully satisfied there is not. No ; 
none on earth, nor all the angels in heaven, could have wrought 
out salvation for such a sinner. None but God himself, taking 
our nature upon Ilim, and doing all that the Holy Law re- 
quired, could have procured pardon for me, a sinner. He has 
wrought out salvation for me, and I know that I shall enjoy it 
forever.' " 

The annals of early Methodism in Derbyshire suggest the 
mention of another remarkable name. John Nelson, stone- 
mason and preacher of the Gospel, whose published journal 
will be read with pleasure by all lovers of the English tongue, 
as it was ^written by Bunyan and by Defoe, was one of the fii-st 
itinerants in the county. " I went into the Peak, to preach at 
Monyash," he unites in his journal (edition 1862, p. 80, 81), 
"when a clergyman, with a great company of men that worked 
in the lead mines, all being in liquor, came in just as I began to 
give out the hymn. As soon as we began to sing, he began to 
halloo and shout, as if he were hunting with a pack of hounds, 
and so continued all the time we sang. When I began to pray, 
he attempted to overturn the chair that I stood on; but ho 
could not, although he struck so violently with his foot that he 
broke one of the arms of the chair quite off. When I began 
to preach, he called on his companions to pull me down ; but * 
they replied, * No, sir ; the man says nothing but the truth ; 
pray hold yomr peace, and let us hear what he has to say.' 
He then came to me himself, took me by the collar of my 
shirt, and pulled me down ; then he tore down my coat-cuffs, 
and attempted to tear it down the back ; then took me by the 
collar, and shook me. I said, ^ Sir, you and I must shortly ap- 
pear at the bar of God to give an account of this night's work.' 
He replied, * What I must you and I appear before God's bar 
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together ?' I said, ^ As sure as we look one another in the £icc 
now.' lie let go my throat, took my Bible out of my hand, 
and, turning it over and over, said, ' It is a right Bible ; and, if 
you preach by the Spirit of God, let me hear you preach from 
this text ;' which was, ' Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more 
than ten mighty men in the city.' I got up, and began to 
preach from this text ; and, when any offered to make a noise, 
the miners sjud, ' Hold your peace, or we will make you ; and 
let us hear what he will make of the parson's text.' As I went 
on, the parson said, 'That is right ; that is true.' After a while 
he looked round, and saw numy in tears ; then he looked at me, 
and went away, leaving me to finish my discourse in peace. 
All the rest of the circuit I had peaceable meetings, and the 
Lord kept still adding to the number of His children." 

William Grimsuaw, too. Vicar of Haworth, was an early 
evangelist in Derbyshire. Charlotte Bronte's Biography has, 
in our time, made his dwelling a place of fashionable pilgrim- 
age. But, for nearly a c<jntury, men gray and grave have taken 
their sons and their sons' sons to see the lone stone village on 
the Yorkshire Moors where dwelt one of the bravest and most 
humble spirits that ever graced the English Church ; where the 
terrible but tender preacher, in the rough, plain language which 
a scholar only knows how to use, warned his parishioners to 
"flee from the wrath to come," or sat with them, at the feet 
of the Wesleys, Whiteficld, Romaine, and Venn, as they stood 
" on the broad platform," beneath the shadow of the church ; 
and whence " he was foUowed to the grave by an immense 
multitude of souls, with the most affectionate sighs and tears."* 

Nor must I omit all reference to the name of Wiujam Dar- 
NEY, probably the first Scotchman who became a Methodist 
itinerant preacher ; the fires of whose youth, rekindled at the 
4dtar of the great revival, burned with a bright and steady 
flame during a long period of extensive labor. Yet he had his 
weaknesses, most of which he exhausted upon a volume of ex- 
ecrable doggerel, now fortunately very scarce. I can not find 
a better verse in it than the eightieth of one hundred and four, 
in the first composition in the book; and, certainly, it appro- 
priately concludes these notices : 

* Would that some Birks, Hamilton, or Arthur would collect, arrange, 
and publish the materials still available for the Biography of this intrepid 
chnrchman and Methodist ! 
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** Now many places here and there 
Do long to hear the soand, 
And multitudes in Derbyshire 
Have the Redeemer found.'* 

Mary Redfem, my father's mother, was the first Methodist 
of her family. She was awakened (once for all, I crave leave 
to use my own Methodist mother-tongue) rather by the sight 
than by the hearing of a strange man, who stood in the village 
street at Monyash, and earnestly exhorted sinners to repent- 
ance. Her lot in early youth had been hard, and she had done 
her duty well ; for her mother was hopelessly infirm, and she, 
the eldest sister, had been the niu^e and guardian of eight 
younger children. Yet she contrasted the manifest sincerity 
of the man she watched with her own conscious want of a wor- 
thy aim in life, and was first startled, and then subdued by the 
reflection. Street-preaching has now become common. Who 
knows what good— or evil — ^may be done by the manner, air, 
and obvious aim of the preacher? 

But Mary Redfem's conversion was to be connected still 
more closely with the missionary spirit of Methodism. And 
with what a mission I 

"§. 13. We have a pressing call," say the Minutes of the 
Conference for 1V69, "from our brethren at New York, who 
have built a preaching-house, to come over and help them. 
Who is willing to go ? 

"-4. Richard Boardman and Joseph Pilmoor. 

"§. 14. What can we do farther in token of our brotherly 
love ? 

" A, Let us now make a collection among ourselves. 

" This was immediately done ; and out of it fifty pounds were 
allotted toward the payment of their debt, and about twenty 
pounds given to our brethren for their passage." 

One afternoon, soon after this Conference, Richard Board- 
man, with some portion of the twenty pounds in his pocket, 
traveled, on horseback, through the Peak of Derbyshire, on the 
road from his previous circuit in the Dales of Yorkshire and of 
Durham, by way of Bristol, to New York. When he reached 
Monyash, he asked whether there were any Methodists in the 
place, and was directed to a cottager, who gladly received him 
for the night. Of course he preached. Who can wonder that, 
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as he pursued his solitary journey, the heart of the missionary 
to America, saddened by the recent loss of his wife, dwelt de- 
voutly on words like these : " And Jabez was mork honora- 
ble THAN HIS BBETHBEN ; AND HIS MOTHER CAUJED HIS NAICB 

Jabez, saying, Because I bare him with sorrow. And Ja- 
bez CALLED ON THE GOD OF ISRAEL, SAYING, Oh THAT ThOU 
WOVLDEST BLESS ME INDEED, AND ENLARGE MY COAST, AND 

THAT Thine hand might be with me, and that Thou would- 

EST keep me from EVIL, THAT IT MAY NOT GRIEVE ME ! AnD 

God granted him that which he requested." (1 Chron., 
iv., 9, 10.) 

This was liis text when ho preached that evening ; " and God 
granted him," oven then, in fit measure, "that which he re- 
quested." From that sermon Mary Redfem " learned the way 
of God more perfectly ;" and she soon afterward foimd " peace 
with God." The " sorrowful" name in the text thus became 
associated in her mind with her highest "joy and gladness ;" 
and, ten years afterward, she gave it to her first and only son, 
a solemn record of her pious gratitude, and a presage, not then 
understood, of his future character and history. 

She became at once a very firm and lively Methodist. Her 
first class-leader was Thomas Lomas, whose father heard John 
Bennet preach at Chelmorton. At home, where she was the 
real mistress, she stood stanchly by her new profession. She 
threw the playing cards of her gay brother George into the fire 
in the sight of him and of his companions. Afterward she 
tended him, as he died slowly of consumption, and put into liis 
lips the words of penitence and prayer. Her father, taught^ or 
left imtaught by the clergyman whom Nelson routed, became 
her bitter persecutor. But she maintained a steadfast course. 
And the hearts of those who had listened to the preaching 
of the stone-mason melted within them when that same clergy- 
man, returning from duty one dark Sabbath night, aod, as was 
whispered through all the country side, blindly dnmk, was 
thrown by his horse down a fearfiil Tor into Lark-Hill Dale, 
and if, roused by mortal agony, he cried for help, was heard by 
none but the merciful God in heaven. 

While the persecution lasted, however, Mary Redfem was 
greatly harassed. Once she left her home, and walked the 
thirty miles to Manchester ; but conscience soon sent her back 
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again to work ; and it was not until after her mother's death 
that she went permanently to reside m that place. There she 
entered into service, first, with Mr. Brocklehorst, a plain Meth- 
odist from Chelmorton, who had risen to great i^uence, at 
whose house she often waited upon Mr. Wesley ; and afterward 
with Lancelot Harrison, and probably with oUier preachers, at 
their rooms connected with the preaching-house in Birchin Lane. 
Her father also removed to M^chester, and for some time she 
again took charge of his family. 

Her brother, Joseph Redfem, too, followed her. He had al- 
ways been as a child to her. She took him to church and 
chapel, and talked tenderly to him about his soul, and he be- 
came an eminently holy and useful man. He repaid in full his 
sister's kindness by fond attentions in after years to his young 
nephew. He died well ; and God's blessing was upon his de- 
scendants, two of whom honorably sustain the pastoral office 
in the Established Church. Two of his children emigrated to 
Canada, and became zealous Methodists there ; and it is through 
the marriage of one of these with an excellent missionary, the 
late Rev. Richard Pope, that my father traced a distant con- 
nection with the family of that name in the West of England, 
which has made so rich a contribution to the ranks of the rising 
Methodist ministry. 

Li 1778, Mary Redfem, after a long courtship, was married 
to William Bunting, then settled as a tailor in Manchester. 
The notices preserved of liim are scanty. Li person he was 
tall and thin, pale-faced, tod very bald. He is described by 
some as a man of great shrewdness, by others as not of strong 
intellect. He, too— it is not known by what means — ^had be- 
come firmly attached to the new sect. It is said that he warm- 
ly espoused the cause of the first French Revolutionists ; but 
this sympathy was shared by many tsdlors and by some philos- 
ophers. There is no doubt that he was, even in those days, a 
thorough Radical. But he kept his politics to himself, and was 
known to the world around him only as a quiet and a godly 
man, who worked hard for his family, with but little profit. He 
had been bom a twin, and had suffered much during his ap- 
prenticeship ; and the gossips said it was therefore that in his 
fift^y-first year he began to droop. I collect some information 
as to this period from a letter addressed to his eldest daughter 
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by her brother, then a youth of eighteen. Edmnnd Burke 
wailed bitterly at his son's grave-side that he was paying those 
sacred offices of affection which liimself ought to have received 
from the departed. I think of my grandfather's happier lot 
when I read this letter, breathing rather a mother's care for a 
sick child than a boy's rough kindness for his father. It illus- 
trates, also, the writer's characteristic attention to the smallest 
details of whatever business he took in hand. I subjoin ex- 
tracts only. 

"Manchester, July Ist, 1797. 

** My deab Sistee, — ^This letter will be conveyed to you by 
our dear and highly-valued father, who intends to set out for 
Macclesfield to-night in" (illegible) " coach. My imcle would 
doubtless inform you that I "v^Tote to him on Thursday even- 
ing, to acquaint him and you that the journey to Runcorn, 
which was first thought of, was given up by the advice of Dr. 
Percival, and an excursion to Macclesfield determined upon in 
its stead. The reasons which induced Dr. Percival to prefer 
Macclesfield to Runcorn my father will explahi to you. The ^ 
principal of them were that, since, if my father had gone to 
Runcorn, my mother must necessarily have accompanied him, 
the absence of them both would have produced very great and 
unnecessary inconvenience at home; that my father's mind 
would have been on that account so uneasy and dissatisfied as 
perhaps to prevent any good eflfects from the journey ; and that 
at Macclesfield he would have the advantage of your nursing 
and attention, and be among those with whom he could be 
free, and of whose kindness he could avail liimself to procure 
for him any little thing he might want, without any anxiety or 
fatigue to himself. 

" You will perceive how weak and low my father is now re- 
duced. Dr. Percival, however, tells me that, by the assistance 
of good air, which he will enjoy at Macclesfield vastly better 
than at Manchester, together "v^-ith nourishing diet, and some 
strengtheniag medicines which he has prescribed, there is much 
probability that his health will be, in tune, considerably re- 
stored. This plan, however, will require constant care and dil- 
igence. When you consider the unspeakable value of my fa- 
ther's life to our family in the present circumstances, I am sure 
you will do all that lies in your power to preserve it ; and that 
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yoa will spare no pains in procuring him such accommodations 
as will ms^e him comfortable, and in persuading him to use all 
means that are likely to be of service to him. 

" My uncle^s rooms" (illegible) " dose and confined for 

my fatfier in his present state. We must, therefore, earnestly 
request you to make inquiry without delay for a bed in a more 
airy situation. The neighborhood of Mr. Simpson^s church 
would answer excellently well, if you could procure a proper 
and comfortable place. Perhaps John Beresford could let you 
have a bed ; but, as my father is uncommonly weak and low 
when he rises in the morning, I fear he would not, at first, bo 
able to walk back again to my uncle's. If you could meet with 
accommodations any where very near the town, as, for instance, 
just on the road-side leading to Manchester, it would be by 
much the best. Perhaps, however, it will be advisable for liini 
to breakfast at the house where he lodges. You might go to 
him about eight or nine o'clock in the morning, taking with 
you a httle tea and sugar, and so make him his breakfast. lie 
might then walk to my uncle's, about ten or eleven o'clock, 
with tolerable ease. But of these things you will judge ac- 
cording to circumstances ; only I look upon it as essential that 
an airy situation should be somewhere fixed ui>on as soon as 
possible ; on Monday at the farthest. Pray do not neglect this. 

" Dr. Percival wishes my father to have new milk, warm, if 
possible, from the cow, every morning and night. This will 
easily be accomplished, if the fSamily where you procure a bed 
for him keep cows. At any rate, you may, one way Or other, 
contrive to get it. He may drink it, in the morning, half an 
hour before his breakfast, and in the evening at any time most 
convenient. Pray press it upon him with earnestness and con- 
stancy. 

" My father's food should be light and easy of digestion, and, 

above all, as nourishing as possible A little wine would be 

useful. You must endeavor to persuade him to send for such 
little things as he may want, and to strive to take food and 
other nourishment as he can. 

" With respect to walking out, you must get him into the 
air as much as you can without fatiguing him. Perhaps little 
and short walks, frequently repeated, would be most serviccar 
ble. Caution hun against taking cold. 
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" I have now to state our very earnest and particular request 
that you will be peculiarly attentive to administer to him his 
medicines with regularity and perseverance 

" You must without fail write to us every other day at least, 
to let us know how my &ther goes on. Write by the London 
coach to-morrow evening two or three lines, to inform us how 
he bore his journey. We shall then expect a farther account 
of him by John Beresford on Tuesday, and by Bamett on 
Thursday and Saturday. You must not disappoint us in this 
respect. If any material change take place in the train of his 
symptoms that requires £irther advice, let mo know as soon as 
you can. 

" I ought to have before said that I will send the prescrip- 
tions for the various medicines, that you may get them renew- 
ed when done. They must not be omitted on any account ; 
and, as my father will perhaps be averse to have them renewed, 
you must affectionately persuade him to it. 

" I have now discharged the melancholy duty of giving you 
such advice and directions as seemed necessary respecting our 
dear and honored parent. To tho kind and righteous Provi- 
dence of God, and to your affectionate care, we now commit 
him ; not without much anxiety, but with fond and eager hope 
that the means he is now about to use will be blessed by God, 
and that, in a short time, he will return to us with amended 
and improving health. In that case, let us receive liim as re- 
stored to us by the merciful dispensation of God, and be thank- 
ful to the Parent of mercies for so invaluable a gift. Above 
all, pray much for him, for me, for yourself, and for us all, that, 
however tried, or afSicted, or separated here, wo may aU meet 
at last, to part no more forever. 

" Believe me, dear Alice, Tvdth unalterable and cordial at- 
tachment and love, your friend and brother, 

"Jabez Bunting. 

" P.S. — ^Pray read this letter to my uncle." 

My grandfather died within three months after this letter 
was written. It is said that " his spirit had become remarka- 
bly detached from this world." A short time before his death, 
he sent for some young men to sing and pray with him. He 
sang with them the stanzas — ^^ The dying Christian to his Soul" 
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— ^which Alexander Pope little thought would feed the faith of 
many a dying Methodist. Then he lifted his arms up out of 
the bed, and, with what voice was left to him, exclaimed, 
" Glory be to God I Glory be to God I This is thirty years* 
Methodism! Escaped hell and won heaven I What a won- 
der !" His children, " even to the third generation," bless his 
memory. 

His widow survived him about sixteen years. He left be- 
hind him his humble furniture and some cottages, which were 
sold for less than two himdred pounds. My grandmother car- 
ried on the business with the assistance of a foreman, but he 
played her &lse, and she soon gave it up. Then, with the help 
of her children, she struggled on as she could. She became 
the victim of chronic rheumatism. Six weeks before her death 
she went to bed for the last time, and there lay, conversing 
and singing about Christ and heaven until her end. During 
the last night of her life she thought she saw (perhaps she did 
see) George Slater and Peter Jackson, pious fticnds long de- 
parted, at the foot of her bed, and talked to them as if mani- 
festly present. She solenmly committed her family, and espe- 
cially her little grandson, into the hands of God. So she died, 
with her Bible and Wesley's Hymn-book under her pillow, on 
the twenty-ninth of August, 1813. 

She was a woman of excellent judgment, quick perception, 
firm will, and very active habits ; and, if somewhat haughty, 
was yet of a generous and tender spirit. Grace subdued her 
pride, and sanctified her various facidties to the service of God 
in her own vocation. Some still live who remember her as ^^ a 
widow indeed ;" respected, because unpretending ; and punc- 
tual in her attendance at Oldham Street Chapel; a tall old 
wom^ in a long black cloak, and with a bonnet of the invert- 
ed coal-scuttle shape, a peculiarity for which the Methodists 
were indebted either to the Society of Friends or to the Mora- 
vians. She left two daughters, Alice and Eleanor. The latter 
died unmarried. The former became the wife of the late Rev. 
Thomas Fletcher, who survived her, and died a few weeks be- 
fore my father. His great modesty, and the comparative weak- 
ness of his voice, prevented his ta^g that place in the Meth- 
odist conneotion to which his good sense and learning justly 
entittod hpn. But in hard circuits h^ fulfilled an honorable 

VOL.L— B 
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course. To the last he read, every mommg, a chapter in tlie 
Hebrew Bible. His only child, the Rev. John Fletcher, also a 
fiuthful Methodist minister, has fiimished me with many of the 
statements which are woven into the preceding narrative. 

Many proofs still exist of my father's reverential love for his 
mother. Before his marriage he regularly gave her one half 
of his income, which, board and lodging being provided for him 
wherever he chanced to reside, never amounted to twenty 
pounds a year. In his poorest and most pinching days after- 
ward, if, indeed, they can be distinguished from the rest, he 
took upon him the sole charge of eking out her scanty re- 
sources, so as to provide her with comforts at least equal to his 
own. The charge of the unmarried sister also was a heavy 
load, but cheerfully borne. 

His letters to his mother are long, written with more than 
usual care, that her old eyes might read them easily, and brim- 
ful, not so much of sentiment as of news which would interest 
her, about Methodism, public events, and the precious details 
of domestic life. I give a specimen of those written before his 
marriage, and a few sentences from another sent to her after 
he had become a father ; and I add one of her letters to him 
and to his young wife. The critics will not blame me for in- 
troducing into this chapter some references to a later period. 

"London, Monday, Aug. 29th, 1803. 

"My dbabest Mother, — ^I got into the Telegraph. at Mac- 
clesfield last Wednesday evening a little before nine o'clock, 
and, by the good hand of God upon me for good, had a safe, 
and, upon the whole, a pleasant journey to London, where I 
arrived before ten o'clock on the Thursday night. I was met 
at the inn where the coach stops by Mr. Jerram, the general 
steward, who conducted me to his house in Wood Street, 
Cheapside, where I am to reside for a few days, till some re- 
pairs and improvements are completed in the house at City 
Road. For the same reason, Mr. and Mrs, Taylor, as well as 
Mrs. Taylor's mother, who lives with them, are obliged at pres- 
ent to take up their abode in the house of a fiiend. 

** Our situation at the City Road Chapel is exceedingly pleas- 
ant, open, and airy, and, perhaps, more likely to be favorable to 
health than most that could be found in or about London. I 



PAKSNTAGE AND KINDRBD. 27 

am particularly pleased with my own apartments. Besides an 
excellent lodging-room, there is an adjoining study, very pleas- 
ant and retired, and well furnished with proper cupboards for 
the reception of books. In these respects I never was so con- 
veniently and comfortably circumstanced before. 

" I have not seen enough of the circuit to form any proper 
judgment concerning it. From the little I have seen, I think 
I shall be happy in it. My fellow-laborers are all very kind 
and friendly ; and as to the London Methodists, if those with 
whom I have already become acquainted are a specimen of the 
rest, I shall be quite charmed with their spirit and manners 
when I am grown more familiar with them, and when the pangs 
of separation from my beloved friends and connections in your 
part of the world have begun to abate. At present, my feel- 
ings are imavoidably those of ' a stranger in a strange land.' 
But I hope in time to acquire greater fortitude, and with more 
ease to reconcile my affections to my duty. In the mean time, 
I endeavor to console myself with the prospect of that better 
world, where those divided in time shall be united for eter- 
nity 

" I shall be impatient to receive a letter from you. As you 
will receive this on Wednesday morning, can not you send one 
by Mr. Goodall the same day, under cover to Mr. Allen at Mac- 
clesfield, who will get it forwarded to mo immediately? 

" I saw James Ridings and Mr. Browne yesterday, after 
preaching at Queen Street Chapel. They both welcomed me 
to London with great affection, and desired that, when I wrote 
to Manchester, I would present their kindest remembrances to 
you, and to my sisters and Uncle Joseph. 

^^ The people here are frir less alarmed about the threatened 
invasion than they are in the country. I meet with nobody who 
is under any very serious alarm. However, they think it best 
to be prepared for every possible case, and therefore are volun- 
teering their services to government on all sides. Great num- 
bers of friends have joined the different corps that are formed. 

" This letter will be conveyed to Manchester by Mrs. Bur- 
ton and Mrs. Mouncey, whom I was surprised to find in the 
vestry last night when I had done preaching. I shall write 
again soon. At present I know not what I can add but that I 
am, through mercy, in perfect health, and that I remain, with 
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nnalterablo affection to you, and with the tenderest love to my 
dear sisters, uncles, etc., your ever dutiful son, J. Bunting. 

" P.S. — ^Best respects to Mr. Yates, Mr. Albiston, and all that 
inquire." 

'< Sheffield, Sept 29th, 1807. 

"My deabest Mother, — We were very much obliged to 
Alice for her letter of the 15th instant, and glad to hear that 
you were all in tolerable health, and that your recent indispo- 
sition, in particular, was in a great measure removed 

" William,* we trust, is doing well. We have got a place 
for him and Sarah, the elder servant, at Crooks, a village a mile 
and a half from us, which is said to have the best air in aU this 
neighborhood. He was much better while there, and is only 
come home for a day or two, during the bustle of quarter-day, 
at which Sarah's assistance was wanted. The rain prevented 
his return this afternoon, but we purpose sending him again in 
the morning. He is in high spirits, and, were it not for an oc- 
casional fit of coughing (which, however, is not frequent nor 
violent), and for his being grown thinner than usual, we should 
not know that he ailed any thing. We have little doubt that, 
by the blessing of God, he will got rid of his hooping-cough be- 
fore the winter sets in with severity ; and I hope you will see 
him in January a fine, stout lad, as heretofore. He has cut his 
eye-teeth. I forgot to tell you that poor Sherryf cut three 
teeth the week she died 

" We have the prospect of being very comfortable here. The 
circuit is agreeable ; and we are from home only two nights at 
most in eight weeks. But the best of all is, we have reason to 
think the Lord is and will be with us. We are exceedingly 
happy in my colleagues ; and in Mr. and Mrs. Newton, especial- 
ly, we have two most agreeable and friendly neighbors. Write 
very soon. Why not on Friday, in which case Mr. Owen, the 
bearer of this, would bring me your answer on Saturday ? We 
unite in love to you and my dear sisters. J. Bunting. 

" P.S. — ^William has been plaguing me to give him a pen ; 
so I will guide his hand, and he shall ymte to you. 

*' William Maclardie Bunting's love to grandmother and 
aunts." 

* His eldest son. t The pet name of a baby he had lost. 
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[Without date; but written about 1804.] 

" My dear Jabez and Sarah, — ^My neglect of writing ia 
not because I forgot you — no; but, knowing the great fa- 
tigue, both of body and mind, which for a long time you must 
have had, I thought it no matter to add to your exercise, as I 
had then nothing of importance, and as you heard by one or 
another that we were still in the land of the living. I thank 
you for your kind remembrance of me, so often as you do. I 
could indeed wish that my house was nearer ; but you know it 
is my happiness to be resigned to. what kind Providence has 
denied. I wish I was more thankful to God that He has i)]aced 
you among the princes of His people, and my prayer to God is 
that you may be found faithful. 

" I heard by several of the preachers that you was poorly, 
and was very uneasy. I had rather always know the truth at 
first. 

'' I did but see Mr. Lomas this morning, so I can not now 
say all I wish to say. I am myself, through mercy, as well as 
I can expect. Your sister Alice has been poorly most of the 
smnmer, and Eleanor, of late, has not been very well." 

After my father's death, I found, in a private drawer of an 
old bureau, some papers which he had marked as " very par- 
ticular." Among them were his father's last ticket, and the 
letter announcing his mother's death. One of the latest walks 
he took was to see the spot where, in the very centre of the 
busy life of Manchester, the two lie quietly and lovingly to- 
gether, behind the chancel of St. James's Church. 
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CHAPTER n. 

INFANCY — CHILDHOOD — SCHOOL-DAYS. 

Birth. — ^Wedey^B Blessing. — Fragments of Autobiography. — Schoolmasters. 
— Marchant. — Clarke. — Hartley. — Broadharst. — Pope. — Coarse of 
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Jabez Bunting was bom at the house of his father, in New- 
ton Lan^ Manchester, on the evening of Ascension Day, May 
13th, I7fi^, and was baptized at the collegiate and parish (now 
the Cathedral) church of that city on the 18th of July follow- 
ing. 

The only record which has been preserved of his infancy is 
that, when he was very yoimg, his mother presented him to 
Wesley in Oldham Street Chapel, and that the old apostle (who 
would remember her as ha\4ng waited upon him, not long be- 
fore, at Mr. Brocklehurst's house) devoutly blessed him. There 
was nothing imusual in this circumstance, for little children 
were commonly taken to Wesley as he traveled through the 
land. But the blessing was a rich one. Tlie child himself 
cherished it; and, in later years, often told how he used to 
hear Wesley preach, frequently on Easter Sundays, and at six 
o'clock on the following mornings ; and, these early services 
ended, to watch his departure, in his carriage, on the acxsus- 
tomed round of labor. He saw him so depart, for the last 
time, in 1790. 

The first notices of his education are to be found in " Jabez 
Bunting's account-book, bought Jiine 25th, 1787." Tliis is a 
manuscript in his own handwriting, even then remarkably good, 
containing statements and examples of the principal rules of 
arithmetic, the last being Practice. The sentences are careful- 
ly punctuated. 

About eighteen months afterward, farther particulars are 
gathered from a little book, also written by himself. 
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"J. B. left Mr. Marchant's school January the 8th, 1789, in 
the ninth year of my age, who always acquitted his trust to- 
ward me in a manner worthy of esteem. The 19th, went to 
Lir. Clarke's. Begun the year with the same branches as be- 
fore, viz., Arithmetic, English Grammar, and reading the En- 
glish Speaker. The first rule with Mr. Clarke was Reduction." 

The same book contains the following entries : 

"At the end of this quarter" (that ending in March, 1789) 
" I am in Practice. I think I am" [" somewhcU'*'^ struck out, 
and written over it] " a little improved in the various branches 
of learning mentioned p. 1, especially in Accounts." 

"At the end of this quarter" (that ending in June, 1789) "I 
was in Exchange with America and the West Indies." 

" Commentaria, 
" Jabez Bunting. 

"Wednesday, January 8th, 1792. 

" I again begin a memorandum-book, which I have so long 
discontinued. Mr. Clarke having left Manchester about Mich- 
aelmas, 1789,1 went to Mr. Hartley, of Princess Street, with 
whom I continued till near Christmas, 1791, when, he likewise 
leaving the town, I was again obliged to change my school. 
However, on the day above-mentioned I made a beginning with 
the Rev. Mr. T. Broadhurst. It may be here necessary to pre- 
mise that I have gone through Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, 
Mensuration of Superficies and Solids, and Conic Sections ; like- 
wise have done something at Latin, having gone over the Ac- 
cidence, construed about eight chapters of the Latin Testa- 
ment, and corrected some exercises of bad Latin, extracted 
from Clarke's Exercises. 

"Mr. Broadhurst professes to teach nothing but Mathemat- 
ics, the Classics, Geography, etc., and he thinks it better that 
I should attend to Latin only, as I had not even learned the 
Syntax. The order of the day in general is as follows : Fore- 
noon, repeat the tasks assigned over night, and show exercises 
from JExempla Minora ; translation from Cornelius Nepos, or 
read back a translation into Latin, construe a portion of Cor- 
nelius Nepos, and parse. Afternoon, construe from Cornelius 
Nepos, and sometimes a task from the Eton Grammar. Hours 
of attendance, nine to twelve forenoon, and two to five after- 
noon. I suppose a writing and account master will be in the 
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school. Feb. 24th. This afternoon, after ha\ing gone again 
over the Accidence,! began the Syntax: two rules for my 
morning's repetition; four, because the rules are so short. 
Aft;erward the length of the repetition is left to Mr. Broad- 
hurst's discretion. 

"March. — ^We have now begun to learn Geography from 
Guthrie: generally two lessons per week. I also began to con- 
strue Julius Caesar instead of Cornelius Nepos. In Latin I am 
improved much, and think our parsing one chief cause. I be- 
gan French likewise, and use Perrin's Grammar. I get this 
Thursdays and Saturdays, and one night per week. Mr. Fell 
likewise began to come to teach us to write, from twelve o'clock 
tiU one." 

Side by side with these fragments of autobiography his ac- 
counts are entered, with the same minute accuracy which he 
cultivated during all his lifetime. They show the purchase of 
a Greek Grammar and Fables toward the close of March, 1792. 
Here and there a text of Scnptiu*e and a verse of a hymn are 
introduced : 

" Teach me Thy truth, O Lord, and guide me in the way ev- 
erlasting." 

•* Make me Thy heavenly voice to hear, 
And let me love to pray, 
Since God will lend a gracious ear 
To what a child will sav. '* 

Before he was eleven years of age he had heard his own 
voice in public. "The following pieces," says a printed pro- 
gramme before me, " will be recited by the young gentlemen 
educated at the Commercial and Mathematical School, Man- 
chester, in the assembly-room at the hotel, on Friday, 18th of 
December, 1789;" and there follows a list of pieces, comprising 
" The Choice of Hercules, in seventeen parts," in which " Bunt- 
ing" is to figure ; and " Philosophical Melancholy, by Thom- 
son," which he is to recite. A similar programme, for the fol- 
lowing year, names hun as the principal performer in "The 
Praise of Philosophy, in eleven parts;" and in " Cato's Senate, 
in five parts ;" after which he is to pronounce " Adherbal's Ad- 
dress to the Roman Senate." 

In those days the schoolmaster must have found Manchester 
a very bare pasture ; for at Christmas, 1 792, Mr. Broadhurst, un- 
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der whose charge the preceding extracts leave the boy, like 
Clarke and Hartley, left the town. The following letter intro- 
dnces my father's next and last preceptor: 

" Mr. Bunting^ Church Street^ Manchester. 

"Sib, — ^You have your son, a youth of promising parts, un- 
der the care of Mr. Broadhurst, who is going to quit his school 
next Christmas. As I expect to succeed him, yon will do me 
a great &vor in permitting me to have the same care of him as 
you have favored Mr. Broadhurst with ; you may be assured 
of my best endeavors for your son's improvement, and the most 
affectionate attention which the relation in which I may be 
placed to him can justly claim. 

" As Mr. Broadhurst knows me well, to him I refer you for 
any information you may want concerning me ; and, with the 
request that you will acquaint me whether I may depend on 
your countenance and favor, I remain, sir, your most obedient 
servant, John Pope. 

**New College, Hackney, near London, Oct. 19, 1792." 

To Mr. Pope's school, accordingly, Jabcz Bunting was sent. 
This gentleman was what was then called a Presbyterian min- 
ister, and suppUed a chapel at Blackley. There can be no 
doubt, however, that his theological opinions were very differ- 
ent from those with which the term Presbyterian is historical- 
ly associated. Broadhurst, also, was a minister of the same 
communion. How it came to pass that people so strict as were 
my grandparents intrusted the education of their child to men 
who, out of school, at least, were preachers of Arianism, I do 
not know. It is fair to surmise that, if competent instruction 
were to be had at all, the choice lay between the ancient gram- 
mar-school, at which, perhaps, seventy years ago, a Methodist 
boy might have met with little favor, and the best school kept 
by a Dissenter. And it is certain, as I shall have occasion to 
show, that the lapse from orthodoxy of many of the Presbyte- 
rians in England was at that time neither so great nor so well 
understood as it afterward became. But all tm-ned out well 
for the pupil. Mr. Pope was an excellent scholar, and an fipt, 
laborious, and affectionate teacher, and was strict both as to 
the quantity and quality of the work he required to be done. 

B2 



84 THE LIFE OP JABEZ BUNTING. 

My father enjoyed the benefit of his training for nearly three 
years. The Septuagint and the Greek Testament ; the Greek 
and Latin classics ; English, Greek, and Latin composition, both 
in prose and verse ; the translation of French ; the Psalter in 
Hebrew; the correct and emphatic reading and recitation of 
English ; Geography, Astronomy, and the elements of Natural 
Philosophy, were all included in the curriculwn through which 
he passed. The Bible was used as a schoolbook, but probably 
without much pains being taken to explain its meaning, or to 
draw from it any but the most general lessons of morality. 

The young student was very diligent, and many compositions, 
still ext^t, attest his progress. Those in English prose have 
much of the accuracy, chasteness, and freedom which marked 
his mature style. His verses in the same language, when, im- 
der fear of the rod, he wandered out jof prose, were tasteful and 
correct ; but, though he eventually possessed a high oratorical 
genius, even a son can not detect in these, his enforced exer- 
cises, any genuine poetry. With some hesitation, and solely 
with the wish to please the curiosity of intimate friends, I place 
one of his metrical translations in the Appendix.* An exceed- 
ingly ready penman, he was in the constant habit of extracting 
into books, and on scraps of paper, whatever, in the course of 
his general reading, struck him as worthy of preservation. The 
engagements of the school would not leave him much time for 
work of this kind ; but he seems to have gained access to the 
magazines and newspapers of the day, and to have taken a live- 
ly interest in public affairs. His appearance about this time has 
been described to me by a venerable survivor.f He was above 
the height of most boys of his age ; pale and delicate-looking ; 
and, though possessing very shapely legs, of feeble and uncer- 
tain tread and walk. He shot up quickly, and stooped ; and 
there were times when the garments of oUve-colored velveteen, 
which should have clasped his dark-gray stockings at the knee, 
refused the meeting. He was very modest and courteous. In- 
deed, the boys with whom he mixed at school were much his 
superiors in worldly position ; and this state of things, though 
it never made him servile, naturally fostered his humbler vir- 
tues. In the list of his schoolfellows are the names of Bayley, 

* Appendix A. 

t Thomas Davenport, Esq., of Withington, near Manchester. 
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Smethnrst, Harrison, Percival, Marsland, Touchett, Philips, and 
Robinson, then, and some of them still, borne by families of 
great consideration in Manchester. Mr. Pope's terms were six 
guineas a year, and were thought very high. It is remembered 
that, when not hard at work, the boy, Jabez Bunting, was fond 
of frolic ; and those who knew him intimately in later life can 
readOy beUeve it. Knocker-tying on a dark night was a favor- 
ite sport. The friend before alluded to has described some ad- 
ventures of this kind, when unwelcome discovery led to the in- 
stant dispersion of the offenders, who afterward reassembled at 
the sound of a preconcerted signaL He tells, also, how my fa- 
ther indulged in tricks, such as schoolboys love to practice upon 
easy-going masters ; how, not very quickly or often, he was 
found out ; and how Pope, instead of flogging him, used to take 
him out of the door of the school and of the sight of the other 
boys, and, placing the clieeks of preceptor and of pupil in loving 
contact, beseech the lad not to tease him any mor^.* 

His parents took him regularly, every Sabbath, during one 
period, to St. Thomas's Church, on Ardwick Green, and during 
another to St. James's Church, in Greorge Street. The Manches- 
ter Methodists of those days resorted chiefly to the church last 
named. Its minister was Dr. Cornelius Bayley — the same who 
made Wesley " sick of reading Hebrew without points ;" whose 
Grammar of that language Adam Clarke, his fellow-usher at 
Kingswood, bought with the half guinea he dug up in the gar- 
den there, and who tried in vain to teach the sacred tongue to 
the juvenile De Quincey.f He worked kindly with the Meth- 
odists, and occasionally, when Wesley preached at Oldham 
Street Chapel, read prayers, and assisted him to administer the 

* Among my father's books was a copy of Baskenrille's Sallust, with this 
inscription — **J. Pope. Mancnn. 1793. Jany. 26th. Given to Master J. 
Banting as a mark of respect for his scholarship." 

t In Mr, De Qninccy's fascinating narratiyo of his yonng days in Man- 
chester, there are some lively passages, rather at Dr. Baylcy's expense. Bat 
the latter was a scholar and a gentleman, and had an car and a heart, as even 
his critic admits, sensitively taned to poetry. The great master of composi- 
tion seems sometimes to forget that the words which he moolds like wax will 
last like marble. The passages, however, to which I now refer are chiefly 
remarkable as raising a doabt whether the opinm-eater ever heard of Charles 
Wesley's hymns, thoagh he relates that one of John Wesley's nieces was his 
own lister's governess. 
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sacrament of the Supper — often to thirteen or fourteen hundred 
communicants at a time. The service at church was always 
preceded by one at seven oVlock in the chapel, and followed 
by another in the evening at the same place. 

My father, by means of his attendance at church, became &r 
miliar, from his earliest childhood, with the Liturgy of the Es- 
tablished Church ; and when, almost as soon as he could speak, 
he began to preach in a garret at home, he punctually donned 
one of his father's shirts over his own clothes, and read the ser\'- 
ice for the day. He did not play at preaching, for he was al- 
ways serious and devout. Even then he could not tolerate a 
disorderly congregation ; and if his sisters, who were his only 
hearers, laughed, or were visibly impatient, he always summari- 
ly turned them out, and finished his exercise by himself. 

At one school to which he was sent his schoolmates found 
out that he was the son of a Methodist tailor, and vexed liim 
sorely with the double taunt. His parents complained, and the 
master soothed them with the report of the boy's talents, and 
with the promise of his certain success. When success had been 
won, things took a different turn ; and .the mother was greatly 
pleased when the sons of persons in superior station knocked at 
her door, and for some purpose of pleasure or of advantage, in- 
quired for " Master Jabez." 

The name of Percival has been mentioned as that of one of 
his companions at the last school he attended. It was to his 
intimacy with Edward Percival, the son of the late Dr. Thomas 
Percival, that he owed his introduction to the father, and the 
many benefits which resulted from that gentleman's patronage. 
But there are earlier and more important matters to be related. 



CHAPTER HI. 

CONVERSION. 

Baptism.— Early Training.o— Joseph Benson.— Hesitation about joining So- 
ciety. — ^Decision. — James Wood. — First Ticket of Membership. 

It was during the year before that in which my father left 
school that his conversion took place. To the particulars of 
this event many in bis own and in other churches will listen 



CONVERSION. 87 

willingly ; and it is possible that some who seldom read relig- 
ious biographies may ponder, not without advantage, what is 
now to be written. Every man deals in his own way with God, 
^Hhe Father of the spirits of all flesh," and with the truths 
which concern the everlasting future. Here is the case of a 
man of sense and station, of extreme caution, and of sensitive 
truthfulness, who testified, by lip and life, for more than sixty 
years, that he had acquainted himself with God, and was at 
peace. 

The grace sealed to him and to his parents at the old church 
in Manchester, when they presented him in holy baptism, rested 
blessedly upon them all. The parents kept their vow, and God 
graciously kept His covenant. They had, for the child, re- 
nounced " the devil and all his works, the vain pomp and glory 
of the world, with all covetous desires of the same, and the car- 
nal desires of the flesh, so that" he would ^^ not follow nor be led 
by them;" and they therefore separated their son, as they could, 
from worldly vanities ; set the love and service of Christ before 
him as the real pleasure and purpose of life ; and, taking his 
hand in theirs, walked steadily, and as of course, toward heaven. 
Probably he never had any other prevailing thought than to go 
with them. And, accordingly, "the angel which redeemed" 
them " from all evil" blessed " the lad ;" their " name," " and 
the name of" their "fathers," was " named on" him ; and, ver- 
ily, he grew " into a multitude in the midst of the earth." 

Yet the grace of the initiatory sacrament, though sure and 
present, was, in its very nature, but the pledge of a gteater, and 
that a conditional blessing. "Before the child" knew "to re- 
fuse the evil and choose the good," grace itself could not efiect- 
ually influence the choice. Before a will, conscious, intelligent, 
and free, possessed either scope or power, and the sense of ac- 
countability had created the obligation to account with God, 
grace had been expended in vain in the eflbrt to make a babe 
into a saint — a puny creature, scarcely able to realize the sim- 
plest facts of being, into its best and holiest type on earth. I 
conclude, therefore, that, in any such meaning of a plain but 
much controverted term as the primary laws and conditions of 
spiritual religion warrant, my father was not regenerated in 
baptism. 

'Sja conmiunications on the subject of his religious experience 
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were very few and brief. The prayer and hymn copied into 
his memorandum-book, and the sober preachings in his father's 
attic, are the only lights thrown upon " the sweet religiousness" 
of his childhood. We know nothing of his early conflicts with 
evil ; of the instances in which he yielded, or of his partial and 
imperfect victories. But God be thanked that neither upon his 
good repute when young, nor upon a wakeful conscience when 
the last account drew near, did there ever rest the " damned 
spot" of profanity or of vice I 

His parent? prayed and waited ; prayed with an earnestness 
and a faith none the less that he was ^^ yet a chUd." Who 
could tell how soon the light might dawn which should reveal 
the claims, alike imperative, of God's holy law and of His bless- 
ed Gospel ? Mothers, and some fathers too, know surely when 
the old, short stories, which touch with equal charm the infant 
and the savage, begin to tell ; when lips which lie has never 
soiled relax and quiver with a new emotion ; and fitful eyes, 
now gay, now serious, but fixed at last in steady wonder, drop 
tears of tender sadness into bosoms shaken by a tumult of grati- 
tude, hope, and joy. There was a first time when Mary Bunting 
and her son Jabez thus communed and clave together ; when 
she found the key of his young heart, fitted it — Oh, how gently ! 
— ^in the ready wards, then tremblingly turned it round, and 
found the priceless treasure which years of toil and patience, 
none too many, had laid up there. 

Her son had seen his twelfth birthday, and " the dew" and 
^^ the small rain" had thus distilled upon him ; but the clouds of 
genuine repentance had not yet gathered, and there were no 
immediate tokens of the storm which was soon to shake, but to 
settle his spirit. But presently there came " a sound of abund- 
ance of rain." Soon after the period just named, Joseph Ben- 
son was stationed in the Manchester circuit, and my father, in 
usual course, attended his ministry. That great preacher, al- 
ways clear, solemn, and convincing, and often heated into a ve- 
hement passion of power, received, at this time, one of those 
special dispensations of heavenly unction which the histories of 
holy ministers in all churches record. Wesley was just dead, 
and trouble came quickly on ; and, while the strife of ecclesias- 
tical politics waged fiercely round him, Benson saw, more clear- 
ly than most of his contemporaries, tbat the true and aU-absorb- 
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ing subject of solicitude was not the frame-work and polity of 
Methodism, but its preservation as a great agency for convert- 
ing the souls of men. There, then, he stood before his people, 
from Sabbath to Sabbath, a pale and slender man, of a presence 
melancholy and all but mean, with a voice feeble, and, as he 
raised it, shrill, and with a strange accent, caught in his native 
Cumberland ; his body bending as beneath " the burden of the 
Lord ;" his gesture uncouth, and sometimes grotesque ; the gen- 
eral impression of the whole scarcely redeemed, at first sight, 
by the high, clear forehead, firm nose, and steady eye which his 
portraits have preserved to posterity. But the man was seen 
no more when, having announced his message, he proceeded to 
enforce it. Dr. Chalmei'S once said to my fiither concerning a 
plain Methodist preacher, whose memory still lingers pleasantly 
in the hearts of many brethren and children in the Lord, and 
who labored for some years in Glasgow, " I like your George 
Thompson ; he goes about saving souls in such a business-like 
manner,^'* Benson, in higher degree, had this habitual purpose 
and faculty. He was a sound and learned expositor of Holy 
Scripture ; and, in the opinion of those competent to judge, his 
Commentary still perpetuates his usefulness.* Making the best 
use of this prime advantage, he then resorted to, applied, and 
exhausted all the legitimate arts and powers of the Christian 
pulpit. He explained, argued, and taught; but he also warn- 
ed, remonstrated, entreated, and wept ; imtD, often, throwing 
down the weapons his spent strength could wield no longer, he 
fell on his knees, arid vented his full heart in reverent prayer, 
while vast congregations quailed or melted under the spell of 
this last appeal to a resistless energy, and, as with one voice, 
cried — ^but not aloud — ^for instant mercy.f I heard my tsXhex 

* I should be unfaithful to my father's opinions, frequently and strongly 
expressed, were I not to record the high estimation in which, without dis* 
paraging the labors of other devout and learned men within his own pale, 
he personally held Joseph Benson's Commentary, as combining, more large- 
ly liian any other, and in better harmony, all the excellences of a sober and 
thoroughly Wesleyan exposition of the sacred yolume. 

t What a scene was that, early in 1796, when Benson, the strife at Bris- 
tol grown so fierce that his very position as a Methodist preacher was threat- 
ened, went into Cornwall, and, after a long succession of sermons, found 
himself so pressed, one day, by an eager crowd of out-door listeners, that he 
begged those already converted to stand far off, and those as yet unsaved to 
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preach more than once on the text which bids us always to be 
ready to give a reason for our hope " with meekness and fear," 
and he delivered the last sentences of the sermon with much 
solemnity of voice and manner. They vividly described the 
profound abasement and awe which rest subduingly upon pro- 
fessor and profane, when special influence accompanies the 
preaching of the Truth, and, "pricked in their heart," multi- 
tudes inquire, " Men and brethren, what must we do ?"* These 

come within hearing ! But all stood still, with feet planted more firmly 
than before, and with eyes ** fastened on him," as thongh he had been the 
angel sent from heaven to put in his sickle and to reap the ripe harvest of 
the earth. "What I" he cried, ** all unconverted ?*' In a moment the ter- 
rible conviction of sin, guilt, and danger ran like fire through the multitude, 
and conscience-stricken sinners fell by hundreds, as if slain by these two 
words, while round them thronged the godly, pouring into their wounds ** oil 
and wine." 

* I am not sure that the MS. preparations for this sermon are in exist' 
ence; but I have a printed report of it as preached in London in 1837. 
The sentences to which I refer, illustrated, as I well remember, by Acts, ii., 
87-43, do not appear at any length. The preacher's thoughts seem, in thia 
instance, to have been soon turned into another channel. I subjoin the pas- 
sage : 

** You mnst also give this reason with /ear — not the fear of cowardice, 
against which the apostle was guarding. Do not be afraid^f those ofiScers 
of justice who are at the door, and intend, it may be, to haul you to prison. 
Do not be afraid of the lions to which you may be cast. It is not the fear 
of cowardice, but the fear of reverence, to which you are exhorted. In other 
words, * Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts.' Cherish, habitually, rev- 
erential views of God. When you come to talk about your religion, then, 
indeed, have you a good reason for bringing this reverence into special ex- 
ercise. Give an answer in meekness and in fear. Perhaps there is no one 
word in our language which so well Includes all which, I think, is meant to 
be included in this term /ear, as it is used, not only in this passage, but in 
others, as the word serious. Be ready to give an answer to every man that 
asks you ; but do it with meekness and humility ; do it with seriousness- 
seriousness of spirit, seriousness of manner, seriousness of exjjjession. In 
talking about religion, especially experimental religion, cautiously avoid ev- 
ery thing ludicrous. What has this to do with religion ? Laugh about pol- 
itics and the afifairs of this world with wisdom and in moderation, but never 
indulge in a spirit that belongs to the ludicrous in any thing that concerns 
the soul, and the vast relations of man to God and to eternity. Oh, it is 
pitiful to bo sporting when men are talking about these momentous things I 
Religion and the hope of heaven may bo joyous affairs to you, but there was 
One whom the whole business made serious enough. It is a very joyous 
thing to yon to have the blessing of pardon and of peace with God, and a 
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gentiments reflected the scenes and impressions of his own awak- 
ening. Many were at that time " added to the Lord," who be- 
came the strength and the ornament of Methodism in Manches- 
ter. And Jabez Bunting called Joseph Benson his spiritual 
father. 

He did not, however, at once join the society, or experience 
the comforting and renewmg power of religion. I can well 
understand his difficulties. He was never forward to reveal 
the emotions and exercises of his inner man. The work of the 
Holy Spirit upon his heart was neither superficial nor, distinct- 
ively, sentimental. Once convinced that the time had come 
when he was solemnly required to accept or to refuse the mer- 
cy of the Grospel, he would regard it as a duty to ponder well 
what he would do, and he would set about doing it, as Richard 
Alleine weightily says, in " the most serious frame possible, suit- 
able to a transaction of such high importance." This is not the 
place to discuss the pretensions of modem and systematic re- 
vivalism. It is clear, on the one hand, that agencies for pro- 
moting the conversion of men which are not expressly enjoined 
by the "N\'ord of God are less likely to succeed than those which 
rightfully claim that warrant. On the other, it is certain that 
He who " would have all men to be saved," in His divine pity 
for those who " are ignorant and out of the way," oflen fetches 
them home to His flock by messengers and means which an en- 
lightened piety would scarcely dare to sanction. Is not the les- 
son this — ^that those modes of doing good which all admit to 
be legitimate should be plied with so much frequency, constan- 
cy, and zeal, as to render a recourse to all others needless ? In 
the days of which I am speaking, the regular, authorized, and 
well-tried methods were employed; but even they, in their 
earliest action, produced, as they do now, very various results. 
Who does not recognize, in the circle of his most valued Chris- 
tian friends, those who, in a hurry of surprise and sorrow, sub- 
mitted themselves to God, and who have never broken fealty ? 
Generally speaking, however, men of my father's cast of char- 
acter must have more time and culture. Upon such a previous 
test is imposed. Men may come to Christ without going 
through the gate of His Church ; but the Church is the best 

delightfal conscionsness of communion with Him, and the full expectation 
of one day being with Him, but remember that it cost jonr Sarior His blood.** 
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road to Him. And the test of union with the Church acts, not 
arbitrarily, but as of itself supplying a fair and 'simple mode of 
finding out whether we are in earnest for salvation. The Church 
is the home of the healthy, but the hospital for the sick. To 
go there is to confess our sickness, our faith in the treatment 
there observed, and our despair of other methods of healing; 
and thus the profession of religion becomes of the substance 
of religion itself. To this test my father did not immediately 
submit. There were, perhaps, difficulties in his way peculiar 
to the Church with which, if with any, he was to unite himself. 
Church-membership, in all ecclesiastical communities, is the rec- 
ognized right to sit down at the table of the Lord. While all 
Churches, I believe, admit this proposition, each has its own* 
mode of recognition. The Methodists require, as a general 
rule, that the candidate, or admitted member, shall join a ** class" 
— ^a meeting held weekly, at which each who attends is expect- 
ed to give a statement of religious experience, and (in which, 
perhaps, consists the chief virtue of the institute) to receive the 
counsels and encouragements of one of their number, not, in- 
deed, known as a pastor, but charged to direct and guide as a 
" leader." From such disclosures as this discipline requires, I 
can easily believe that a mind like my father's would, in the 
first uistance, and not imnaturally, recoil. Of course^ I do not 
stay to vindicate a system which, tried for more than a century, 
has tended more to the purity and compactness of the Method- 
ist people than any other peculiarity of their order. 

A circumstance very trifling in itself brought him to deci- 
sion. The Love-feast, a meeting where, also, under the direct 
presidency of the pastor, and under such control as he may 
think fit to exercise, religious experience is related, is another 
of the institutions of Methodism. At these meetings, which 
have survived many bitter libels, bread and water are partaken 
in coromon by the people present. The ticket of membership 
with the society, given to all who meet in class, or a special 
note from the minister, is the only passport for adult persons ; 
but young children are often taken to enjoy the novelty or va- 
riety of the service, and, in the case of very httle ones, the bread 
— always so made as to please simple palates.* Accordingly, 

* Forty years ago, the ** fragments that remained*' nsed to be sent into 
the minister's house for the continnous delectation of his hnngry children. 
I hope this very proper cnstoro is not dying ont. 
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Mary BnntiDg, never absent on such occasions, was wont to take 
her son with her, and the quarterly recurrence of them was an 
event to which he looked forward with interest. It seems that 
the regulation as to admittance had, diuing Benson's charge 
of the circuit, been frequently relaxed, and my father, getting 
well on in his teens, had never yet been asked for his ticket. 
But Alexander Mather came as the superintendent. Him I 
must leave for the present, except to record that he was a strict 
disciplinarian. He was shocked to hear that big boys, who had 
not joined the society, were in the habit of attending at the 
Love-feast, and at once put a stop to the practice. The first 
occasion of the kind after his arrival saw Jabez Bunting shut 
out. His mother seized the opportunity. Perhaps even she 
was not aware of the effect produced upon him by Benson's 
preaching. "I do not know what you think of it, Jabez," she 
said, '^ but to me it seems an awful thing that, after ha\ing been 
carried there" (probably she thought of the time when she had 
carried him to the Chapel for Wesley's blessing), " you should 
now be excluded by your own fault." He once said in a meeting 
of the kind, " Many attribute their conversion to their having 
attended a Love-feast ; I owe mine to having been shut out of 
one." Both the fact and his relation of it strikingly illustrate 
his religious experience and habits. His mother loft him ; but, 
again to use his own words, " the blow was struck in the right 
place." She, a happy Christian, " went up with the multitude 
that kept holiday;" he into his closet, to think and to pray. 
He is now in Paradise, praising God for the transactions of that 
hour. Not that then — and an Alleinc supplies me with another 
golden sentence — ^he " closed with God in Christ," but that then 
he set about that strenuous and struggling effort to find for- 
giveness, peace, and power, which the worst never made in 
vain. He, once for all, renounced sin ; boimd himself to God's 
service by holy purpose and resolution ; asked His mercy and 
help ; pleaded EQs promises ; and, if with but feeble faith, felt 
and groped after the one everlasting truth of Christ, " the pro- 
pitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world," which, embraced and realized as his 
very own, should make him a loving and rejoicing, and, so, a 
regenerate creature. Standing on his father's door-step one day 
soon afterward, he did embrace and realize it, as placed allur- 
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ingly wdthin his reach by the revealing and perstmding Spirit ; 
he saw and knew that God, for Christ's sake, both could and 
would pardon and accept him ; with every power and faculty 
of soul and spirit, he "ventured himself on Christ," and was 
consciously pardoned and accepted ; or, as Methodists love to 
pay, in phrase which the Bible has made ready to their hand, 
he " was set at liberty." Having " much forgiven," he " loved 
much." His heart was "enlarged, inflamed, and filled" with 
new and infinite affections. He Avas " turned about" " from sin 
to God." He had a new will, and a new command of it ; his 
desires, courses, and pursuits, his entire life — " all things" — ^be- 
came " new." This was his conversion. 

Infancy and childhood had, indeed, been full of ffracious 
thoughts, and of earnest wishes to be religious ; and the medi- 
tative boy had always intended, at some not distant period, to 
become so ; but, until now, he had not solved the one great 
problem of the soul's probation. Thoughts, wishes, and inten- 
tions had not ripened into action, because he could " 7iot serve 
the Lord God." Now they were "brought to good effect." 
" A sinful man"— one who had sinned, and, remaining as he 
had been, could not but sin — went " in peace ;" of necessity, 
choice, or habit, to " sin no more." And these were not mere 
fancies, but facts in the history of his mind and heart, as demon- 
strable as those of his outer and corporeal life. Who, at all 
events, will say that this statement of them is not rational, cred- 
ible, and consistent ? 

He and another youth, " dear to him as his own soul," began 
together to meet in class, and received their "Notes of Admis- 
sion upon Trial" into the Methodist Society at the " Quarterly 
Visitation" made by the ministers of the circuit in September, 
1^94. Fifty-seven years afterward he followed that freind to 
the grave, and on the following Sabbath, in a few sentences at 
the end of a sermon, commemorated the virtues and the graces 
which no longer bloomed on earth. The late James Wood, of 
Manchester, a man of excellent sense, thorough integrity, affec- 
tionate temper, and gentlemanly and genial manners, stood just- 
ly high in the estimation of the world, and in the love and ad- 
miration of his feUow-Christians. He acquired a large fortune 
in trade by means singularly just and honorable ; was the first 
President of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce, and bore 



MEDICAL EDUCATION. 46 

the queen's commision for the county ; and, as he rose to emi- 
nence, and after he had risen, was an able and faithful class- 
leader and lay-preacher. To his counsels and liberalities my 
father was frequently and largely indebted, both personally, 
and in reference to great plans of public usefulness. Joseph 
Redfem, before named as an uncle, was the leader of the class 
to which the two boys joined themselves. From his class- 
paper, I find that my father was very punctual in his attend- 
ance, but was too poor to keep the old Methodist rule. The 
penny a week was regularly paid ; but, instead of a shilling, 
only sixpence a quarter. 

Since 1765, the tickets of membership have alwa}'s been 
printed in London, and circulated thence throughout the king- 
dom. Each bears on it some short text of Scripture. The first 
my fisither received was given him in December, 1794. I can 
imagine him taking it home, and showing it to his mother, but 
scarcely how she felt when she read it. It was a part of the 
well-remembered prayer of Jabez, once more sealed in promise 
upon her only son — " Oh that Thou wouldest bless me indeed, 
and that Thou wouldest keep me from evil I" 
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De. Thomas Peectval, the grandson and nephew of phy- 
sicians bearing the same surname, who both practiced at War- 
rington, was bom in 1740. Deprived, when three years old, 
of both his parents, Elizabeth, his eldest sister, became " the 
mother of his understanding and manners." She adopted new 
views of religion, and, quitting the faith and worship of the 
Established Church, joined herself to a congregation of Arians. 
He was educated, first, at the free grammar school of his native 
town, and afterward at " The Warrington Academy ;" an insti- 
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tution identified with the names of Dr. John Taylor, Priestley, 
Gilbert Wakefield, Aikin, Enfield, and other persons of kindred 
sentiments, which, afler various suspensions or migrations, has 
now settled in " University Hall," attached to the University 
of London. Here he distinguished himself in moral and intel- 
lectual philosophy. He was indebted to the uncle before named 
for an increase of his fortune, an extensive library, and the bent 
of his choice to the medical profession. Sacrificing, from con- 
scientious objections to subscription, his desire to enter an En- 
glish University, he matriculated at Edinburgh about the year 
1761. There he was admitted to frequent intercourse with 
Hume, of whose talents and manners he has recorded his ad- 
miration ; and with Robertson, in the family of whose sister, 
Mrs. Symes, he resided during two winters. There, also, he 
contracted lasting friendships with Haygarth, Falconer, Aikin, 
and Pepys, all of whom achieved distinction in his own profes- 
sion. Through these connections, he availed himself of the at- 
tractive l)ut dangerous society of the Scottish metropolis. One 
year, too, was spent in London, where " an almost paternal and 
filial regard" was formed between him and the Lord Willough- 
by de Parham, a nobleman of great influence and of various ac- 
complishments, ffis house was the resort of the most eminent 
men of the day, and he spared no opportimity of introducing 
Percival to their acquaintance and patronage. At the instance 
of the same friend, he was, though the yoimgest person who 
had ever received that honor, elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Society. Subsequently he took his degree at Leyden, and, after 
a tour in Holland and France, settled in Warrington, whence, 
in 1 767, after his marriage, he removed to Manchester. Li that 
city he pursued, for nearly forty years, a professional career, 
which, for honor, usefulness, and general success, has seldom 
been paralleled in the provinces. Sir George Baker urged liim 
to offer himself as a candidate for fellowship in the College of 
Physicians, and held out to him the tempting bait of becoming 
the first fellow not educated at an English University ; but the 
pressure of business delayed the appUcation until the motive 
of advantage ceased to operate. He was elected Fellow of the 
Royal Societies of Edinburgh and of Paris, and a member of 
the Medical Society of London, of the American Academy of 
Arts, of the American Philosophical Society of Philadelphia, 
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and of other learned and scientific bodies. Among his friends 
and correspondents he numbered Franklin, the then Lord Lans- 
downe, Lord Monboddo, Bishops Burgess and Watson, Dean 
Tucker, Parr, Price, Paley, Beattie, John Howard, Madame 
Necker, Hannah More, and a host of other persons famous in 
their generation. To his good offices with Robertson, Priest- 
ley was indebted for his diploma from Edinburgh. His volu- 
minous writings, published, some in the Transactions of Socie- 
ties, and many separately, on Medical, Moral, Mental, Political, 
and Social Sdence, were extensively read in England and on 
the Continent, and still possess a well-recognized value. His 
^^ Medical Ethics," in particular, remains the standard work on 
that subject. The impression made by one of his Moral Tales 
upon De Quincey and his young sister is recorded in the auto- 
biography to which I have before referred. Distinguished men 
in his own neighborhood and from abroad clustered around him. 
Manchester owes to him the foundation of its Literary and 
Philosophical Society, since made illustrious by its connection 
with the name of DaJton ; and the reform and permanent estab- 
lishment of its truly Royal Infirmary. An attempt which he 
made to found a Cdlege of Arts, for the improvement of young 
men engaged in commerce and in manufactures, did not receive 
public support. Under his au^ices, a Board of Health, in the 
transactions of which I have reason to believe my father took 
an active interest, was formed about the year 1796, and did 
something to commence the improvements which have changed 
that once dirty city into one of the cleanest in the empire.* 
He was a warm supporter of Wilberforce in the earliest at- 
tempts to suppress the slave-trade, and the first Parliamentary 
petition from the provinces against that infamous traffic was 
written by his pen. 

His opinions on secular and ecclesiastical politics were very 
moderate. He wrought earnestly for the repeal of the Test and 
Corporation Acts, maint^oiing, on the authority of Lord Mans- 
field, that " Protestant Nonconformists are not imder the con- 
nivance, but the express protection of the law, and that their 
modes of worship are in the fullest sense established;" and 
drawing a distinction between ^' the claims of Roman Catholics 

* Probably mj fother's fint composition for the press was written in refer- 
ence to this subject. It will be foand in Appendix B. 
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and those of the Protestants to trust and power,** even though 
the former shall ^' acknowledge allegiance to the state,'* because 
" their religion is subversive of the established religion of the 
coiuitry ; that is, the Church of England, the Kirk of Scotland, 
the Quakers, and all orders of Protestant Dissenters authorized 
by law ; and the community has the same right which an indi- 
vidual enjoys of possessing and providing for the security of its 
o\*Ti religion." He approved " the liturgical form of worship.** 
" I feel," he wrote, " an abhorrence of faction, a reverence for 
our Constitution, and gratitude for the civil and religious priv- 
ileges we enjoy ; but I conceive that power is always disposed 
to enlarge its boundaries, and that it should be watched with 
temperate but sedulous attention." Two of his sons matricu- 
lated at the English Universities. " I am a Dissenter,*' he says, 
in a letter to Paley, on the subject of subscription, " but actu- 
ated by the same sph-it of Catholicism which you profess ; an 
Establishment I approve; the Church of England, in many re- 
spects, I honor ; and I should think it my duty instantly to en- 
ter her communion, were your plan" (that of a comprehension) 
"carried into execution." Paley's letter in reply states that 
easy moralist's view of the conditions of subscription : c. g.y if a 
person understand and believe every thing in the Articles, Lit- 
urgy, and Homilies ; if a person think every thing in them as 
probable as the contrary ; if he understand some, but not all, 
and assent to those understood ; if, not thinking any thing con- 
tained in them to be forbidden^ he yet regard some things as 
not imperative, or as not good and useful, or as not reasonable ; 
or if the intention of the imposer of the test be respected. 

I shall not incur any just censure if I speak plainly of Dr. 
Percival's religious tenets. His sister and earliest teacher was 
a convert to Arianism, and it is likely that she impressed her 
new views upon him, when a child, with the usual ardor of a 
proselyte. Afterward his faith in Christianity itself was shaken 
by the perusal of Hume's Essay on Miracles ; but it was happi- 
ly restored by the study of Bishop Butler's Analogy, " a writer 
whom he ever esteemed the chief pDlar of Christian doctrine.** 
He settled down into the theological system of his childhood. 
But his writings continually betray that intense opposition to all 
fixed standards of belief which, in minds less candid than his, 
so often leads to a sullen and repulsive dogmatism — a bigotry 
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without object or excuse. Free thinkers are usually fast think- 
ers, and, so long as they quickly count the milestones, imag- 
ine that their road surely leads to truth ; are apt to be angry if 
stopped, and become the more furious by how much the more 
clearly it be shown them that they are taking the wrong di- 
rection. 

Percival*s spirit, however, was very patient and tender ; and, 
if he failed to find the truth, it was not for want of a diligent 
study of the Book which contains it all, but probably from some 
early and ingrained error as to the conditions upon which only 
its blessed teachings reach the mind and heart of man. He fre- 
quently attended the ministry of the late Rev. Dr. Barnes, at 
what is now the Unitarian Chapel in Cross Street, Manchester, 
in the days to which I have already referred, when the odor of 
the old evangelical doctrine still clung to preachers and to meet- 
ing-houses no longer reputed orthodox. In such places, rich 
and ancient melodies, fraught with the Psalms of David, in the 
quaint version so justly dear to the children of the Kirk,* or 
with the precious hynms of Isaac Watts, still bore up to heaven 
the worship of^ here and there, a hidden saint, and solenmly tes- 
tified to the mass of drowsy hearers against the hesitation or 
the positive declension of the pulpit. And, so recently as eighty 
years ago. Dr. Barnes could wrestle with the consciences of his 
people in strains like these : 

" God is my witness that my soul earnestly longs for your 
souls' welfiu-e ; I have not a wish in my breast more strong, 
more fervent, more constant than this. I would fain approve 
myself to Grod as a successful preacher of the Gospel of Christ. 
I^ at some seasons, I have been willing to hope my labors have 
not been entirely in vain, at others I have been discouraged and 
affected, and ready almost to imagine myself a useless cipher in 
a cause in which, if I know my own heart, my whole soul is 
sincerely, though, alas! too imperfectly, too negligently en- 
gaged. Alas ! my friends, forgive my fears ; I shoidd be glad 
to find them fiUse ; but I have been afraid that the work of con- 
version IS much at a stand among us. The thought of this some- 
times pierces my very sod. I have asked, What shall I do ? 

* James Montgomery once said to me that, heartily admitting the great 
tnperioritj to all others of Charles Wesley's Hymns, he still loved best **the 
wUd-bee-Mke-mmrmur^ of the words and mnsic of his ,owb Morarian worship. 

VOL.1.— C 
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what shall I say ? what subject shall I choose ? How shall I 
rouse that stupid conscience, which seems proof against every 
alarm ? How shall I speak, so that not a sleeper shall remain 
among us ?" And, again, speaking of the Redemption by Christ 
Jesus, " Do you, my dear friends, imderstand the fitness, the rea- 
sonableness, the beauty, the kindness of the plan ? Here is the 
very hinge, the fundamental beauty and gloiy of the Gospel. I 
wish you to understand and to feel it ; if you understand it 
aright, you must feel it — powerfuUy feel and admire it. God 
has given His ' only-begotten Son, Jesus,' the Brightness of Ifis 
glory — ^His Beloved Son — He has given Him to die for your 
sins ; and in this He has at once displayed the greatest hatred 
of the sin and the greatest mercy to the sinner. It is designed 
at once to humble and to support the Christian ; to humble him, 
first, under the sense of his ovm guilt, and then to raise him 
up in the joyful assurance of pardon and reconciliation. Oh ! 
where is the wretch whose heart does not overflow with inex- 
pressible gratitude — whose soul does not swell with a rapture 
too great for words to utter, too high for the tongue of an angel 
to declare ! I have, my friends, often been alarmed and grieved 
at the unconcern which so numy discover for the peculiar doc- 
trine of the Gospel of Christ. I should be unworthy the name 
I bear as an embassador of Jesus if I were unconcerned in a 
matter in which His dignity, and the good of the souls of men, 
are so much at stake. I have endeavored to lay before you the 
wisdom, and beauty, and fitness of this plan ; if you see and feel 
it in the same manner in which my heart sees and feels it, yon 
will not be able to contain the rising emotions of wonder and 
love ; you will feel a heart-compelling power in the doctrine of 
the Cross beyond the force of language to express. Alas ! I 
well know that an attempt to explain it to one who has never 
felt it is, and must be, forever in vain. No. You must be hum- 
bled, you must be laid low under the conviction of guilt, you 
must have passed through the discipline of a broken and con- 
trite spirit, and then, I will venture to affirm, you will feel and 
acknowledge a something — a Divine, inexpressible something in 
that scheme which will be matter for yom* constant admiration 
and hope in this world, and for your constant meditation and 
praise in the world to come. Oh, my brethren, my soul is full ; 
I could with pleasure stay here. You will bear me witness that 
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this is my favorite subject. I have built my eternal hopes upon 
it. Here I stand, blessed be the name of God, firm and daunt- 
less. I see, I feel the stamp of heaven. That God gave His 
only-begotten Son appears to me the highest possible display of 
infinite wisdom, and of infinite, matchless, boundless love. Je- 
sus is the sinner's Friend, the sinner's Hope. ' Thanks be to 
God for His unspeakable gift.' " 

My father always expressed the comfortable hope that such 
teachings, though counteracted by formal statements of doctrine 
with which they seemed to him wholly inconsistent, disclosed 
a state of opinion really, though indistinctly evangelical on the 
part of the venerable preacher, and of his own friend and ben- 
efactor. Dr. Percival. In the case of both of them, he loved to 
think that dangerous error was not fatal; but it was because 
the " Name that is above every name," even if confessed \^'ith 
faltering lips^ never fails to reach the ear of the all-merciful Fa- 
ther, and to draw down a quick and saving virtue. And there 
were ripe and clustering evidences that a change not human 
had passed upon the heart of Dr. Percival, in his devoutness, 
self-command, habitual sweetness of temper, pious submission 
to heavy sorrows, expansive charity, and reverence for the Word 
and Day of God. As to the Sabbath, a quotation from a letter 
to his eldest son, then at Oxford, will illustrate both his strength, 
and what I presume to consider as his weakness. And how 
great a contrast it presents to the sentiments and practices of 
the ^'rational Christians" of lat^r times ! 

"Manchester, February 10th, 1786. 
" My deab Son, — ^I approve very much of the Conversation 
Society you have established. Such institutions promote the 
spirit of study by the emulation which they excite; and, while 
they heighten the zest for knowledge, they give accuracy and 
permanency to our acquirements. But I lament that you de- 
vote a part of Sunday to pursuits foreign to that day. Relig- 
ion and ethics, considered in an intellectual view, hold the first 
rank in dignity among the sciences, and to be defective in a 
systematic acquaintance with them is disgraceful to a scholar 
and a gentleman ; but, regarding them as a rule of life, and the 
foundation of all our future hopes, they have a pre-eminence, 
beyond comparison, over every other species of learning. With 
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such sentiments, it has been my general practice to set apart 
Sundays to the most important of all studies, and I have expe- 
rienced very beneficial effects from this regulation. It has 
greatly diversified my studies, has often checked the sallies of 
levity, and strengthened all the good impressions of a virtuous 
and pious education. You know I am free from any supersti- 
tious veneration for times and seasons ; but every office requires 
some stated order in its performance. I do not mean to rec- 
ommend the discussion of moral or theological topics at your 
meetings, for such dissertations among young men are seldom 
subservient to any good ; but I wdsh to suggest to you the pro- 
priety of assembling on some other day of the week, if you 
can easily prevail with your friends to comply with such a pro- 
posal." 

Dr. Percival died in September, 1804, and was interred at 
the parish church of Warrington. Parr wrote his epitaph; 
and Dr. Thomas Magee, who married his niece, and who sub- 
sequently became Archbishop of Dublin, and author of the Dis- 
courses on the Atonement, paid just tribute to his memory in 
the Monthly Magazine for 1804. The papers of the deceased 
were bequeathed to his son Edward and to my father as his 
literary executors, and in 1807 his collected Works were pub- 
lished in four volumes, prefaced by an elegantly-written Mem- 
oir. 

The good Providence of God placed Jabez Bimting, when 
about sixteen years of age, under the care of the excellent man 
whose course, character, and opinions I have thus rapidly 
sketched. Edward Percival had taken a great hking to his 
clever companion ; the schoolroom was very near Dr. Percival's 
house ; the two boys went in and out together ; the tailor's son 
attracted attention and sympathy ; and his reputation at school 
strengthened the good opinion formed of him. The busy phy- 
sician, author, and philanthropist needed the aid of which the 
absence, and, ultimately, the death of his two elder sons, men 
of great parts and promise, had deprived him; the more so, be- 
cause the state of his eyesight rendered him increasingly une- 
qual to meet the demands of daily duties. He required a 
quick, intelligent amanuensis; and proposed, therefore, to Ja- 
bez Bunting's parents, that their son should continue his studies 
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under his own eye, learn his profession, reside in his famil;^ 
and be the companion and assistant of his literary labors. This 
offer, far exceeding any previous expectations for the youth, was 
gratefully accepted. But his mother feared that his sojourn 
under a strange roof might wean him from her ^' own people," 
now also his. She stipulated, therefore, that he should always 
spend the night at home, and thus gently detained him under 
the spell of domestic piety and the power of religious ordi- 
nances. In process of time, however, this precaution became 
unnecessary, and was abandoned. 

Considering that my father's ultimate vocation was the 
Christian ministry, and that he was, ahnost at the commence- 
ment of his career in life, to become an ecclesiastical leader, it 
is impossible to repress a feeling of regret that he was not sub- 
jected to courses of study more directly relating to the sacred 
calling. He himself always mourned over his irreparable lack 
of such an advantage. But Methodism at that time made no 
provision for the training of its ministers ; and God directed his 
paths. A legal education, had he received it, could scarcely 
have improved his naturally quick faculty of analysis and of 
arrangement ; his cautious, but strong and ready judgment ; 
and the simplicity, freedom, and force of his style, especially as 
a public speaker ; nor, in the then existing state of society, 
would the habits and associations of students of the law have 
been favorable either to his moral or to his mental progress. 
But he was placed under the conduct of a scholar and of a man 
of science. The knowledge proper to a profession of wide and 
curious range, but of an earnest and a kindly purpose, was 
spread before an apt and inquisitive mind, and was eagerly 
pursued. The study of general literature nurtured his genius 
and refined his taste. He was taught the minutest details of 
the art of composition. Above aU, he was familiarized with 
the consideration and discussion of pubHc events, in their rela- 
tion to order, happiness, and religion. 

My father naturally possessed that exquisite modesty of mind 
which is the main element of gentlemai^y feeling. But in the 
society of Dr. Percival, and of a constant succession of visitors, 
an advantage to which he was unreservedly admitted, he ac- 
quired that nice polish of manner and propriety of speech 
which made him feel himself at home in all drcles, and gave 
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him, in those in which he usually mixed, a pleasant and easy 
command. The writer of this record will not try to enforce 
the lesson it suggests. But, had he a son in course of training 
for the Methodist ministry, he would ask him to pause and 
ponder. In pastoral intercourse with the intelligent and rich, 
but especially with the ignorant and poor, how great the value 
of that calm self-possession, of that quick observance of the 
points which attract or repel, and of that willing urbanity of 
approach, which are among the earliest aims of an enlightened 
piety, but which only careful and conscientious practice can 
ripen into habit ! And in no community more than in our own 
does a manifest anxiety to please more directly tend to useful- 
ness. How many " offenses" are avoided— offenses which lead 
to "strifes," and these to disastrous " divisions" — when the 
tone of communication among ministers, co-pastors of the same 
Hock, among the officers who regulate the minor departments 
of Church affairs, and reciprocally between both classes, is uni- 
formly considerate and courteous I At a time when the Meth- 
odist ministry is advancing so rapidly to its true position of in- 
fluence in this country — of power, by God's blessing, to win 
multitudes to Christ — it were nothing less than a calamity if 
eveiy possible auxiliary were not pressed into the ser\ice. The 
desire, if " by any means," to " save some" will not despise the 
use of appliances so simple, yet so important as those of man- 
ner and address. Wesley, indeed, in a memorable sajring, im- 
plored his preachers not to " affect the gentleman," telling them 
that they had " no more to do with this character than with 
that of a dancing-master ;" and there have been cases, perhaps, 
of an over-zealous compliance with the precept. But it must 
not be so interpreted as to deprive us of the benefit of his own 
example, and of that of many of his associates and immediate 
successors ; these latter, fashioned, as by miracle, into the sym- 
metry of well-bred men. They committed no rudenesses, neg- 
lected no obvious proprieties, affected no carelessness in order 
to hide conscious defects. One comprehensive canon ruled the 
question with them : " Giving no offense in any thing^ that the 
ministry be not blamed." 

It would be ungrateful not to refer to the influence which 
was exercised over Dr. Percival's pupil by the excellent and 
accomplished ladies of the family. They honored him with 
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their friendship at a time when the kind and watchful eye of a 
sensible woman^ kept constantly upon an observant and sensi- 
tive young man, acts at once as encouragement and restraint. 
With the daughters as with their brothers, he cultivated a cor- 
dial but respectful intimacy, interrupted only as, one by one, 
they, with a solitary exception, passed away from earth. With 
the sole survivor, the youngest son, my father, after many years' 
separation, had an interview a few months before his own death, 
and to him he renewed his expressions of love and gratitude to 
the friends of his youth. It can not be in any sectarian mood 
that I state that nearly all Dr. Percival's descendants still liv- 
ing* are, ais a result of the habit of personal and free inquiry so 
warmly commended to them by liis example, found in the com- 
munion of the Established Church, and that many of them now 
deceased enjoyed in the hour of departure those ministrations 
of evangelical truth and power which that Church so abundant- 
ly possesses. 

£dward Percival, my father's early friend, after practicing 
with much distinction as a physician in Bath, died in great 
peace in the year 1819. "I have no ^W^t^i pains," he said, 
when the last languors crept over his weary frame, " and that 
is something for a dying man to feel." Three of his children 
sleep in Binstead Church-yard, in the Isle of Wight. Edward, 
his eldest son, an officer in the Bengal Artillery, closed his life 
with the words with which David closed the twenty-third 
Psalm ; Thomas, the next in age, with those of Job — " I know 
that my Redeemer liveth;" and Anne, a married daughter, 
quoted from the same Psalm as that which had cheered the 
death-bed of her eldest brother — "Thy rod and Thy staff they 
comfort me." The grave of Elizabeth Sophia, " sixth and last- 
surviving child," and of her first-bom, is sealed with this text 
— " To me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." 

♦ One favored lady claims Dr. Percival and Archbishop Magee as her 
ancetton, and as her husband the great Protestant orator of Liverpool. 
Another descendant is married to a near connection of **the good arch- 
bishop," John Bird Snmner, notwithstanding differences of rank, order, 
and opinion, the property and pride of all the Churches. TV'O grandsons, 
collaterally sprung from the famous Nonconformist, Oliver Heywood, have 
represented their native county in Parb'ament. The third generation, in the 
same line of descent, bids fair to rival the earnest philanthropy and public 
luefolness of those gone by. 
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CHAPTER V. 

RELIGIOUS AND INTELLECTUAL PBOGBIBSS. 

General Training under Dr. Perciral. — Inflnenees on his Chancier and 
Opinions. — Religious Improvement. — Formation of a Sodetj for the Ac- 
quirement of Knowledge. — Rules. — Bond of Association. — Members. — 
Subjects discussed. — Essays written for the Society. — First Exposition of 
Holy Scripture. — The Prayer-meeting at James Ashcrolt's House. — ^Hit 
End. — Jabez Bunting*s first public Exhortation. — ^A Prayer-leader.— 
Manchester Sunday-evening Prayer-meetings. 

The four years spent Tidth Dr. Percival were the only inter- 
yal between my father's school-days and a very long and active 
public life. Religiously and intellectually, they made him what 
he became ; but the precise modes in which he improved them 
are left very much to conjecture. It is known, however, that 
he read largely with and to his master ; wrote often and volu- 
minously, at his dictation, upon all sorts of topics, secular, eth- 
ical, and religious ; attended such courses of lectures, on sub- 
jects proper or incident to his new profession, as were accessi- 
ble to him in a provincial town ; exercised himself continually 
in original composition ; studied men and manners, in the large 
and various circle of friends and visitors to which he had ob- 
tained so fortunate admittance ; devoured newspapers ; busied 
himself in thinking and talking about local and national politics; 
and, altogether, was, by the time he attained his twentieth 
year, a man ripe for the business of hfe, w4th well-tried tools, 
in well-skilled hands, ready for use in whatever kind of specu- 
lative or practical labor he might be called to follow. Best of 
all sciences, he had learned thoroughly how to work. 

His intellectual powers had rapidly matured under the favor- 
ble discipline to which they were subjected. Young minds 
almost necessarily sharpen each other by mutual converse and 
sympathy. But seldom does a youth make the best use of the 
society of the aged. My father enjoyed and prized the signal 
advantage of constant intercourse with a mind acute and vig- 
orous, steadied and strung up to its best possible achievements 
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by a long and various experience of men and things. Probably 
it was under such auspices that he acquired, so soon and so 
remarkably, that almost &ultless accuracy of judgment (no one 
will understand me as speaking of any particular opinions) — 
that supremacy of the pure reasoning faculty over every other 
power and bias of the soul, which all who studied my father's 
mental character agreed to recognize. Nor can it be doubt- 
ed that the benefit was derived as much from points of differ- 
ence as from points of union between the physician and his 
pupiL With all his reverence for Dr. Percival, Jabez Bunting 
must have felt the need of continual and severe caution. By 
how much the former was devout and earnest in the profession 
of his religious faith, by so much it would tincture the whole 
course and current of his ideas ; and, on subjects of religion, 
the boy's training and conscience had put him ever on his 
guard ; so that much would need careful weighing and strict 
sifting ; not in the fierce and fickle temper of a doubter, but in 
the spirit of a man who durst not loose his hold of truth. Yet 
many of Dr. Percival's precise opinions moulded very percep- 
tibly those of which Dr. Bunting was the expounder and the 
advocate during a long public life. From him, I doubt not, he 
derived that accurate appreciation of the nature, limits, and ad- 
vantages of political freedom which, taking form and color, but 
form and color only, from the quick events of an age crowded 
with histories, made him, as distinguished from those whose 
opaque and marble prejudices no light can penetrate nor even 
earthquake shake, now a somewhat advanced Liberal, then a 
8t€m and thorough Tory, and, not unfrequently, both in one. 
As for religious liberty, the standard sentiment of the tolerant 
Arian Dissenter, he taught his young disciple well the right, 
but more the duty of maintaining it ; and, in order to its main- 
tenance, of adopting the principle boldly as a whole, and to 
its uttermost logical extent, thus only defining and hedging it 
from other principles bordering closely on it, but with no com- 
munity of either soil or product.* And an invaluable prepara- 

* I have heard of a Mansion House dinner at which an honored friend of 
mine, a wise and wary leader of Metropolitan Dissent, who had just spoken 
to the toast of ** Religious Liberty," was astonished to find how much mora 
clearly and courageously the case was put when Dr. Bunting also rose to 
ret|lond. The Baptist waxed eloquent on the right of every man to hold 

C2 
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tion for one who was to take a prominent part in public afiairs 
was the candor which pervaded Dr. Percival's spirit, writings, 
and acts. The habit of attentively considering what can be 
said on the other side, and the circumstances and possible mo- 
tives of him who says it — ^the result, primarily, of my finther's 
own patient and generous nature — was, I doubt not, greatly 
strengthened by observing its constant practice on the part of 
his master, and, like all other moral discipline, exercised and 
matured the intellect. 

Much has been told me of my father's steady, earnest, and 
imassuming piety during this period of his life. All the while 
that his mind was on the strain for unprovement, his heart was 
kept right with God. No Diary, indeed, registers his daily ex- 
periences, or the faint remembrances of his nightly dreams. 
" The secret of the Lord" was with His ser\'ant who feared 
him, and it was well kept — ^kept as He who made us all meant 
men of my father's mould to keep it, hid in the silent depths 
of the spirit ; talked about, indeed, in sacred confidence, to those 
to whom also it had been intrusted, and sometimes testified as 
a fact, not for show, but for use, to those who could not under- 
stand it ; but, so far as I can learn, he never vexed and tossed 
his own soul, or disturbed the faith and peace of others by ref- 
erences to casual and transient feelings which a foggy morning 
may produce and a gleam of sunshine scatter. Of the reality 
and strength of religion, action is, in such cases, the only, as in 
all cases it is the truest test. 

Long before his conversion, an impression had rested on his 
mind that he should one day enter the Christian ministry. 
This impression would, no doubt, exert a great influence upon 
the choice and conduct of his studies during the four years of 
Ids engagement with Dr. Percival. It is pleasant to mark that, 
while it did not in any degree divert him from the one profes- 
sional pursuit to which present duty and prospects urged him, 
his commonplace books betray the constant and perhaps irre- 
sistible bias of his mind to subjects directly bearing on the 
sacred calling. 

his own opinions ; the Methodist, on his right to propagate tliem. But the 
latter expatiated on the saying of a Baptist. When, in 1813, a deputation 
fix)m that body waited upon Lord Grey on the subject of the India Bill, 
** Liberty to hold is no liberty at all, for you can not hinder me," said An- 
drew Fuller to the astonished Whig nobleman. 
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In 1796, a boy of seventeen, he became the founder of "A 
Society for the Acquirement of religious Knowledge, consist- 
ing of young men of the Methodist connection in Manchester," 
the rules of which, written by himself, and of his own composi- 
tion, appear in a book which has been kindly lent to me. The 
objects of the association were, "improvement in religious 
knowledge, experience, and practice ; and, secondly, a conse- 
quent increase both of the dispositions and of the qualifications 
which are essential for extensive usefulness in the Church of 
Christ and in the world at large." It was prescribed that the 
society should meet once a week, and that, at these weekly 
meetings, each member, in rotation, should bring forward for 
consideration some subject of a religious nature, and communi- 
cate his own* ideas upon it in writing; or he might propose 
passages of Scripture or quotations from religious books for ex- 
planation. Every sixth meeting was employed " in exercises 
wholly and directly of devotion." 

*' To this end," says the paper from which I quote, " let each 
member relate his religious experience, as in a general band or 
love-feast, but with a particular reference to the effects of this 
institution on his mind ; stating, after a careful examination, on 
the one hand, whether he has found it to answer those bene- 
ficial purposes of instruction and edification which first induced 
its establishment, and whether he has been able, by the Divine 
aid, to escape those dangers to which such societies are doubt- 
less exposed, and by which they have heretofore been rendered 
curses instead of blessings ; and fi^eely acknowledging, on the 
other hand, if he be conscious of any declension in grace, of any 
decrease in simplicity and earnestness, or of any loss of the life 
and power of godliness. Let it be remembered that the in- 
tention of this society is not to unhinge and to unsettle, but to 
confirm and to establish the faith of its members in those re- 
ligious principles which, as Methodists, they have already seen 
reason to adopt and profess, as well as to capacitate them for 
defending their tenets against opponents by a fuller knowledge 
of the arguments, from Scripture and reason, which have con- 
vinced their OTvn minds, and overcome all objections or cavils 
to the contrary. Let the utmost simplicity be constantly pre- 
served, so that, while the business of the society is conducted 
with perfect order and regularity, there may be as little as pos- 
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sible of awkward and unnecessary formality. Let all unbecom- 
ing and improper levity of spirit be avoided with peculiar vigi- 
lance, and repressed, if it should arise, by the solenm thought, 
' Thou, God, seest me !' " 

Then there follows the '^Bond of Association,'^ in the follow- 
ing terms : 

'^ We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, being earnestly 
desirous to embrace every opportunity of religious improve- 
ment, are of opinion that an institution, on the plan laid down 
in the foregoing rules might, if properly conducted, be made 
highly useful to us for that end ; because, 

^^1. It is at once our absolute duty and our invaluable privi- 
lege to cultivate, by every means in our power, the rational and 
moral faculties with which God has graciously' endowed us. 
For those faculties are all talents to be improved, and the de- 
livery of the talent is itself a sufficient caU upon us to use it 
The supply of the means is the requisition of the duty. 

" 2. The more perfectly our holy religion is known and under- 
stood, the more amiable and reasonable it will appear ; so that 
a fuller knowledge of it may justly be expected to produce a 
more cheerful obedience to its laws, and a steadier reliance on 
its truths. Guilt of any kind is universaUy allowed to be ag- 
gravated by a previous knowledge of duty, which principle 
presupposes and implies the advantage of knowledge in order 
to practice. 

^^ 3. The more clearly we comprehend the nature and design, 
the evidences and doctrines of Christianity, and the high sanc- 
tions by which it is enforced, the better qualified shall we be- 
come for extensive usefulness in promoting its saving influence 
among our fellow-creatures ; and we trust that to this increase 
of ability for doing good, an increase of the disposition and de- 
sire will not fan to be superadded. 

'^ 4. The pursuit of religious knowledge is as agreeable as it 
is profitable ; and, by furnishing a source of pleasure in the 
highest degree rational and pious, may be, under God, no in- 
considerable mean of counteracting those allurements to fash- 
ionable and foolish amusements which too often draw aside the 
young and unstable into forbidden paths. 

" 6. The formation of a society expressly for the purpose is 
>bable method of attaining these praiseworthy and import- 



^^pro 
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aot objects, because it incites, by example and emulation, to ar- 
dor and diligence of pursuit, and provides opportunities for the 
mutual conmiunication of opinions, in which ' thought begets 
thought,' and truth, like fire, is put in motion by collision. 

^^ 6. Such an association of Christian brethren^ by making 
them better acquainted with each other, encourages and en- 
larges that communion of saints, which, while it draws closer 
and closer the bonds of private and individual amity, is also a 
very powerful obligation to zeal and perseverance in religion. 
For, as a personal attachment to the beloved companions of 
their folly is, with many, the chief unhappy tie which retidns 
th^n in the service of sin, notwithstanding their full conviction 
of the danger and misery in which that service involves them 
— as such an attachment seldom fails considerably to obstruct 
(and sometimes entirely prevents) the accomplishment of good 
desires and resolutions in those who begin to throw off the 
yoke of Satan, so it is hoped that the affection of the members 
of the proposed society, one to the other, will strengthen and 
confirm their love and attachment to that common cause which 
interests and engages them all, and thus be a most effectual dis- 
suasive and preservative from backsliding. Mr. Wesley, with 
his usual terseness and force of expression, somewhere speaks 
of a certain class of sinners as Agoing to heUfor company ;^ so, 
among many other reasons which Christians have for going to 
heaven^ they love one another so well that they are determined 
to go thither ^or company, 

** We are aware, however, of the dangers which may attend 
such an institution. But the liability to abuse is no sound ar- 
gument agsdnst the use of it ; and, although these possible dan- 
gers will call for particular and unwearied vigilance to obviate 
them, yet we conceive they would by no means justify us in 
giving up an undertaking which promises advantages so many 
and so desirable. 

" By these and other weighty considerations, we are led to 
form, and we do hereby form ourselves into a society /or rdig- 
iaus improvement^ on the plan pointed out in the preceding 
rules^ by which we agree to be governed so long as we shall 
continue to be members. We will, by all means, promote the 
honor and success of the institution ; and we earnestly beseech 
the Gk>d of all grace so to bless our undertaking, that we may 
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' each become wise unto salvation, and wise to win sonls. These 
are om- two grand and common objects. And we will endeav- 
or to try all our knowledge by the apostolic text: *'The TFw- 
domfrom above is pure, peaceable^ gentle, easy to he entreated, 
fuU of niercy and good fruits, vdthout partiality (or, as the 
margin reads, without wrangling), and without hypocrisy, ' " 

This document is signed by Jabez Bunting ; by James Wood 
and John Marsden, both of whose names have be^i already 
mentioned ; by Edward Westhead, afterward of considerable 
note among the Manchester Methodists, a man of sterling worth 
and of most generous and amiable temper, and the father of one 
of the present members for the city of York ; by William Ben- 
nett, for nearly sixty years a minister in Nova Scotia ; by Ed- 
ward Jones, £dmost forty years a minister, and one of the prin- 
cipal founders of Methodism in North Wales ; by Solomon Ash- 
ton, afterward an Independent minister at Stockport ; by Josh- 
ua Rea, George Burton, John Heywood, and James Morris, 
early and intimate friends of my father ; and by Luke Gray and 
John Worsley, who still survive. 

The society seems to have proceeded very prosperously for 
several years, discussing all sorts of subjects with considerable 
courage. " The Being of God ;" " The Attributes of God ;" 
" What is Faith, and how it justifies ?" " What are the Motives 
that induce Men to ser^^e God ?" " The Proof of the Day of 
Grace being past ;" " The Operations of the Holy Spirit in the 
Soul of Man;" "The Freedom of the Human Will," settled to 
every body's apprehension, after two discussions ; " The Fall 
of Man ;" " The Millennium ;" " The Devices of Satan ;" " The 
Origin and Nature of Sin ;" " The Nature of the Unpardonable 
Sin ;" " The Crime of Apostasy, and the Sin unto Death ;" 
" The Benefits, Dangers, and Duties resulting from the Institu- 
tion of a Society for the Attainment of Religious Knowledge ;" 
"The Hidings of God's Face;" "Self-denial;" "Prayer;" "The 
Doctrine of the Atonement ;" " What is Man ?" " The Pas- 
sions of the Human Heart ;" " The Duty of Zeal and Activity 
in promoting Piety;" "The Immateriality and Immortality of 
the Soul;" "The Nature and Offices of Conscience;" "The 
Conduct proper to be pursued by Young Men with regard to 
Marriage"— by " Brother Westhead ;" " The Origin of the 
^ Soul" — ^which perplexed them for three nights ; " Proofs of the 
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Doctrine of the Trinity, and of the Divinity of the Son and 
Spirit ;" " The Sin of Evil-speaking ;" " Fashionable Amuse- 
ments" — a paper read, in three parts, on three successive even- 
ings ; " The Doctrine of Providence ;" " The Foiuth Command- 
ment ;" " The Benefits of Affiction ;" " Friendship ;" " The 
Fear of Man ;" " The Lawfulness and Expediency of a Chris- 
tian's bearing Arms for the Defense of the Country against a 
French Invasion" — ^two papers ; " Is it proper and expedient 
that Religious Persons should immediately come forward to 
learn the Use of Arms, and in what Mode ought they to offer 
their Services ?" " The Resurrection and Glorification of the 
Body;" "The Combat between the Flesh and the Spuit;** 
" The final Perseverance of the Saints ;" " The Perfection of 
the Saints in Heaven ;" " The Means necessary to be used in 
promoting the Revival of Religion ;" " The Legality of eating 
Blood, or things strangled ;" " The Evidences of Christianity ;" 
" The Man of Sin ;" " Is it lawful for Women to Preach ?" 
"Contentment;" "Good Works;" "On the best Means of 
knowing the Will of God in any case ;" " Is a Child bom pure ?" 
— a subject which Lord Palmerston had not then settled; 
" Doth a Believer sin, and how far is a Believer sanctified when 
justified ?" — considered four nights, and recorded as dismissed ; 
"The Duties of the Young;" "The Church Catechism;" "Were 
the Apostles Converted Men before the Day of Pentecost ?" 
" Baptism"— occupying three nights, on the last of which " two 
pamphlets were read, one for, the other against Infiuit Baptism ; 
in doing this all the time was taken up ;" "The State of Adam 
before the FaU ;" " The Witness of the Spirit ;" " Conformity 
to the World;" " Marriage" — again by "Brother Westhead," 
" which was discoursed upon by the brethren, and left for far- 
ther discussion ;" " Is God the Author of Sin ?" " The Eternity 
of HeU Torments ;" " How is Faith the Gift of God ?"— these 
and other matters sharpened the wits of the young disciples. 

After " Brother Bunting" went to his first circuit, he attend- 
ed very few meetings of the society, and it appears to have 
come to a speedy end. " Brother Ashton not coming prepared 
with his subject, that passage of Scripture, * Be ye wise as ser- 
pents and harmless as doves,' was conversed upon by the breth- 
ren." " Brother Ashton being absent, Brother Hull proposed 
for consideration,^ Is the brute creation immortal?'" "Thereg- 
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alar subject not being brought forward, that passage of Scrip- 
ture, * Cast not your pearls before swine,' " was considered. 
" The passage of Scripture which relates to the destruction of 
the children by the bears was considered ;" which, with a few 
more discussions on " The Millennium," " The Origin of the 
Soul," and "The Origin of Evil," terminated a coarse of nearly 
four years' somewhat comprehensive range of topics. The 
meetings w^ere held sometimes at five o'clock in the morning, 
and at others at half past eight in the evening. 

My father wrote copiously in preparation for some of the dis- 
cussions which took place at this society. Three elaborate es- 
says are still extant; one "On the Freedom of the Will," con- 
sidered December 16th and 22d, 1796 ; the second, "On the 
Benefits, Dangers, and Duties resulting from the Institution of 
a Society for Religious Improvement," a kind of inaugural ad- 
dress, read, rather too late, on April 27th, 1797 ; the third on 
Amusements in general, with particular references to Theatrical 
Entertainments, Operas, the Circus, Cards, and other games of 
chance. Dancing, BaUs and Assemblies, Masquerades, Cock- 
fightings, Horse-races, and the perusal of Novels and Plays — 
read on November 2dd and dOth, 1797. He also read, in De- 
cember, 1799, and after he had gone to his first circuit, a paper 
on "the best Means of discovering the Will of God, being an 
abridgment of a Paper on that Subject found at length in Pike 
and Hayward's ' Cases of Conscience.' " The length of these 
documents precludes the possibility of transferring to these 
pages any such extracts from them as would illustrate the young 
writer's powers of thought and style. But, without disturbing 
the course of my narrative, I place in the Appendix* some short- 
er papers which will answer the same purpose. 

Probably the minute-book of the society records his first at- 
tempt to expound Holy Scripture. " Thursday morning, De- 
cember 29th, 1790, Brother Rea bemg detained by indisposi- 
tion, the president, J. Bunting, read the first chapter of the 
Epistle to the Romans, which afibrded matter for conversa- 
tion." 

A minute dated December 14th, 1797, also connects itself 
with the earliest exercises of his talents in the department he 
so long occupied. "It was unanimously resolved, (1.) That, 

♦ Appendices C rimI D. 
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as it is one of the great and common objects of this institution 
to promote an increase of the dispositions and qualifications es- 
sential to extensive usefulness, it is highly desirable that we 
should unite, as a body, in the prosecution of some plan by 
which we may evince our ardent desire to win souls, and have 
an opportunity of bringing into use and exercise that degree 
of spiritual knowledge, whatever it be, which, by Divine help, 
we have acquired. (2.) That the prayer-meeting in Cross 
Lane, which a few members of this society have for some time 
past carried on, appears to furnish us with such an opportuni- 
ty, and that we will conscientiously embrace it by attending in 
rotation, with such other Christian friends as may join us in 
this good work. (3.) That, for this purpose, a plan be pre- 
pared previously to Thursday, the 21st instant, to be then laid 
before us for examination and adoption." 

A ^ Flan for Attendance on the Meeting in Cross Lane" was 
proposed and adopted at the next meeting. Five-and-twenty 
persons, generally in detachments of four, were appointed to 
attend on successive Sunday afternoons, and grouped together 
are the r.ames of William Birch, James Wood, John Marsden, 
Edward Westhead, and Jabez Bunting ; and, again, those of 
Bobert Barnes, George Woollam, James Morris, and Jabez 
Bunting; the first of those last-mentioned reminding me of a 
inan of whom my father oflen spoke as an example of Christian 
activity and zeal, and whose son and namesake has honorably 
distinguished himself in his native city. 

This prayer-meeting was held at the house of one James 
Ashcroft, a mechanic, then a well-meaning man, but a fanatic. 
His fellow-workmen used to laugh at his profession of religion. 
One day their mockery was more than usually keen, and ho 
grew angry. " I do love Christ," he shouted, " and I can bum 
for Him ;" with which words he thrust his hand into the fire, 
and held it there until he thought his testimony complete. But 
his was an " aguish love," if it was ever real ; and, twenty years 
afterward, this same man, his son, his brother, and one William 
Holden, were convicted, at the Lancaster Assizes, upon evidence 
which their own admissions elicited, of a murder committed in 
open day upon two women, at Pendleton, near Manchester, 
within half a mile of the house where the prayer-meeting had 
been held. All the prisoners had pleaded ^' Not guilty ;" and 
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when the verdict was given, James Ashcroft, being demanded 
why judgment of death should not be passed upon him, said, 
" Because so many lies have been told of us ; and I pray that 
God Almighty would even now send down upon that table the 
angels of those murdered women to testify of our innocence." 
The three other convicts gave similar replies ; and, when the 
last had finished, all cried aloud, " Yes, we are all innocent, and 
we shall die declaring our intiocence?'* Then James Ashcroft, 
waving a hxmdherchief, with a voice which shook the very 
hearts of the by-standers, exclaimed, " Glory be to God, we are 
innocent, and we shall die innocent." Three days after they 
were led to the scaffold. First Holden addressed the crowd, 
strongly denying the justice of the sentence ; then, and in like 
terms, David Ashcroft. The father then kissed his son ; but 
neither spoke to the other nor to the people. All four, in their 
last solemn prayers, appealed to the Great Searcher of hearts 
that they were guiltless of the crime for which they were about 
to sufier. This over, they stood in grim array while the hang- 
man pulled down upon their faces the coverings which were to 
veil their dying shame, and looked warily to see that the fatal 
cords were surely tied. Then rose, as by some token before 
agreed upon, a dull and muffled sound. The wretched crea- 
tures sang, upon the brink of death, that same Psalm, with 
words from wliich trembling on his hps John Wesley went to 
Paradise : 

"I'll praise my Maker while Pre breath, 
And, when my roice is lost in death. 

Praise shall employ my nobler powers ; 
My days of praise shall ne'er be past, ' 
While life, and thought—"* 

But here the drop fell. And those four startled, shuddering 
souls took their forced leap into the gulf that yawned to meet 
them ; and there were heard the deep gasp and sigh of the huge, 
gazing multitude ; and then four dead bodies swung heavily to 
and fro in the life-laden air of morning ! 

We shrink naturally from belioing that the last words of the 
departing are intentionally false, and for some time the popular 

* The verso continues : 

'^Andbejnglast, 
Or immortality endures. " 
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feeling ran in this direction. And so, when it was rumored, long 
afterward, that another man, on his death-bed, had cleared up 
the mystery by declaring himself the only murderer, some im- 
pression, not yet entirely effaced, was again created that the law 
had missed its proper victim. But all who read the records of 
the trial, and are accustomed to weigh evidence, will feel a com- 
fortless persuasion that James Ashcroft was an accomplice in 
the bloody deed. " Lord, Lord, thou hast taught in our streets ! 
But He shall say, I tell you I know you not whence ye are." 
" But what ! is thy servant a dog, that he should do this great 
thing?" "Some fell upon stony places, where they had not 
much earth ; and forthwith they sprung up^ because they had 
no deepness of earth ; and when the sun was up, they were 
scorched, and because they had no root, they withered away." 
" Wherefore, let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest 
he fall." Which of these passages furnishes the solution of this 
strange story ? 

It was at James Ashcroft's doorway, one Sunday afternoon 
early in 1798, that my father first addressed a congregation on 
religious subjects. He stood up, and, after singing and prayer, 
delivered a short extemporaneous exhortation, -without a text, 
to such passers-by as the service itself, or the speaker's youth, 
induced to stop and listen. During the sittings of the Confer- 
ence in Manchester in 1849, he passed and noted the place, and, 
related the story of the murderer. 

Li the mean time, he had become a regular " prayer-leader." 
In those days, the msdn strength and efforts of zealous young 
Methodists were spent upon the adult rather than upon the 
young, and Manchester was pervaded by a system of prayer- 
meetings, held principally after chapel-hours on Sunday even- 
ings, by means of which the water of life, fresh fi-om the fount- 
ain of the sanctuary, was carried to large multitudes of people 
who themselves never fetched it. Small companies were collect- 
ed together, generally in cottages, and the simple services at- 
tracted ready and general sympathy. Short hymns, short 
prayers, and short but earnest addresses — exercises suited, not 
to the stated worship of the Church, but to the awakening of 
ignorant and careless sinners — ^roused the attention of the peo- 
ple, and a respect for reUgion was induced where its power was 
unknown or but little felt. At these meetings, too, many who 
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longed for the privileges of the Sabbath, but, busy, peraecuted, 
or ashamed of ragged poverty, habitually went without them, 
hailed its dawn as its curfew sounded, and, while the bell rang 
out the day, seized eagerly its evening blessing. And great was 
the advantage realized by those who led the humble devotions. 
It was the drill of the private ; it was that, and much more, to 
those who were thereafter to head the armies of IsraeL These 
came uito close contact with the common people, and were 
taught that preciousness of common gifts; while, ''by reason 
of use," talents were developed, the best direction of them 
gradually ascertained, piety deepened, and a healthy glow of 
encouragement and of hope thro\^ii into the laborer's own 
heart and around the expected service of a lifetime. City mis- 
sions are a great modem institute ; but the agency of which I 
now speak is something even simpler and more extensive, and 
bores more deeply and directly into the lowest strata of society. 
It is not the casual, nor even the periodical visit, however use- 
ful, of the hired missionary, but the erection in every lane and 
alley of the standard of Gospel ordinances. And all of average 
intelligence may, imder proper regulations, engage in this work. 
It requires no pecuniary outlay ; it may be set about the very 
next Sunday evening ; and, even when conducted on tlie larg- 
est scale, it is happily disencumbered of all that apparatus of 
^wheel and weight which impedes so many efforts to do good. 
" A Plan of the Methodists' Sunday-evening Prayer-meetings 
in Manchester," for the quarter commencing September, 1 798, 
and signed " Jabez Bunting, 35 Chiu*ch Street, Secretary," 
would be placed in the Appendix, but that the size of tlie sheet 
forbids its insertion. It bears the names of two himdred and 
twelve prayer-leaders, the flower of the society, who regularly 
visited sixty-four places in the town and in its immediate neigh- 
borhood. 

I conjecture that the " Rules of the Manchester Methodists' 
Prayer-meetings," and, in the same little pamphlet, the " Direc- 
tions concerning Prayer and Prayer-meetings," were published 
about this period. The latter will be found in the Appendix,* 
as containing much that is of permanent value ; and I like their 
good old Methodist flavor. 

* See Appendix £. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

TBAINn^G FOB THE SEBVICE OF METHODISM. 

Ministers in early Life. — Murlin. — Pawson. — Lee. —Thompson. — Taylor. 
— Bodda. — Hopper. — Adam Clarke. — Bradbnm. — Mather. — Bather- 
ford. — Barber. — The Connectional Disputes of 1795 and 1797. — Jabez 
Bnnting*s Interest in them. — Their Effect upon his Opinions and Policy. 

There were other preachers besides Joseph Benson whose 
ministry and pastoral care, but, above all, their charactef and 
example, trained Jabez Bunting for the ser\'ice of Methodism. 
But how upon my narrow canvas are so many figures to be 
crowded? Murlin, Pawson, Lee, Thompson, Taylor, Rodda, 
Hopper, Bradbum, Clarke, Mather, Rutherford, and Barber, to 
Bay nothing of others, very useful in their day, but whose indi- 
vidual labors have left an impression on posterity less distinct 
and lasting, were all stationed in the Manchester circuit during 
the period of my father's childhood and youth. 

MuBLiN, " the weeping prophet," who lies in Wesley's grave ; 
Pawson, a remarkable instance of a moderate capital of natural 
gifts so husbanded, improved, and consecrated as to enrich and 
bless, to an incalculable extent, both its possessor and thousands 
who came within his influence — some of whose dying expres- 
sions were, " Christ died for me. I am mounting to the throne 
of God! Where would you have me go?" "Tommy Lee," 
whom Grimshaw first employed as an itinerant, and who was as 
well mobbed, and as often beaten, stoned, and ducked as any man 
of his time, besides being once painted all over for the truth's 
sake; Thomas Taylob, clever, confident, hard-working, but al- 
together humble and innocent, who, when stationed in Glas- 
gow, " frequently desired" his " landlady not to provide any 
thing for dinner, and, a little before noon," dressed himself " and 
walked out till after dinner," and then came home to his "hun- 
gry room with a hungry belly," while " she thought he had 
dined out somewhere, and" he " saved his credit ;" and whose 
brave words, uttered in a sermon preached the night before he 
died — " I should like to die like an old soldier, sword vcv basi^' 
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— Struck a chord upon the harp of Montgomery which will Ti- 
bratc while time endures ;* Rodda, a Cornish miner, saved by 
the interference of a good Quaker from being impressed and 
sent to the Havana, and, by the fact of his having knelt to 
pray, from being crushed to atoms in the mines, and who died, 
after long years of labor, of " a long succession of damp beds ;" 
Chbistopheb Hopper, eloquent, energetic, and effective, whose 
\\Titten experience comprises a creed worthy to stand by the 
side of those elaborated by councils of divines,! and whose 
life was modeled upon the advice given to him in a moment 
of peril by Wesley : " Stand upon the edge of this world, ready 
to take wing ; having your feet on earth, your eyes and heart 
in hewven" — these six their " own son in the Gospel," the ven- 
erable Thomas Jackson, has embalmed, for the most part in their 
own grave and simple language, hi the three volumes of " The 
Lives of Early Methodist Preachers," published at the Conneo- 
tional Book Establishment in 1838 ; volumes which, to the great 

♦ ** Sorrant of God, well done ! 

Rest from thy loved employ,'* etc. 
Montgomery's Poetical Works, edition 1850, page 805. 

t ** I can say but little about the controversy between the Calvinian breth- 
ren and the Arminians. I believe Christ tasted death for every man ; but 
I do not love contention ; I am no disputant ; I therefore leave polemical 
divinity to men of learning, abilities, and experience. I can only say, I 
have been greatly humbled for my sin. I know in whom I have believed. 
I know God is love. I know it by experience. He hath loved me, and 
given His Son for me. I have peace with God, through faith in the blood 
of Christ. I am at peace with all the saints, with all who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity. I desire to follow after peace with all men. I 
hate sin, and by the grace of God I overcome it. I love holiness, the whole 
mind that waa in Christ, and I pursue it. By all means I follow on, if I 
may apprehend that for which I was also apprehended of Christ Jesus. I 
aim at, wish, and pray for, all that grace, glory, and immortality promised 
by the Father, and procured by the Son of His love. This I call Bible re- 
ligion, genuine Christianity ; and this religion I call mine. This I desire 
to recommend to all men by preaching His word in the pulpit, in the house, 
and in the way; in season and out of season, according to my ability. 
Without this religion, all names, notions, and forms, among all sects and 
parties, are but mere parade and idle show. Without repentance, withoat 
faith in the blood of Christ, without holiness of heart and life, without love 
to God and man, all is nothing. Let all men consider this well, and pray 
for, and seek after, this one thing needful, that they may be saved from sin 
in this life, and from hell in the great day of the Lord Jesns I" 
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loss of an age curious in the analysis of character, still linger in 
their second edition. 

Adam Clarke, the hard-headed, self-sustained, and resolute 
Hebridean, with the large heart and lively genius of an Irish- 
man ; the conscientious and pains-taking student ; the various 
scholar ; the preacher, careful, plain when most profound, and 
always evangelical, pointed, and earnest ; the diligent pastor ; 
the good son, loving husband, fond father, and faithful friend ; 
above all — with some eccentricities of character and conduct, 
and not without some grave errors of opinion — a godly, old- 
fashioned, genial, and thoroughly lovable Methodist preacher — 
this great colossal figure, whose bold outline and fine propor- 
tions can never be hid by the crowds of little men who from 
time to time have swarmed its sides and stood upon its shoulders 
to be stared at. Dr. Etheridge has recently placed on a fitting 
pedestal, and fixed in its true position, conspicuous in the gal- 
lery of connectional heroes. 

But upon my father, as upon most other Methodists of that 
day, no preacher, as such, except Benson, created an impression 
stronger than that produced by Samuel Bradburn. He was 
a child ten years old when first he heard him preach. After- 
ward, when himself on probation for the ministry in the Old- 
ham Circuit, he was in the habit of walking into Manchester 
and back again, some fourteen miles, and that on the Saturday 
evening, for the purpose of listening to Bradbum's week-night 
sermons. The biography of this extraordinary man, attempted 
by a daughter, immediately after his decease, imder circum- 
stances of great discouragement, has yet to be written. I can 
but hastily sketch its more striking features. 

The son of a common soldier, and bom at Gibraltar in 1751, 
his mother, when he was an infant, took him away from school 
because she found it inconvenient, or thought it needless to 
spend three halfpence a week on his education. His father, 
when serving in Germany, had become acquainted with the 
Methodists who fought in the battle of Dettingen, and whose 
lives form an interesting chapter in the history of Christianity 
in the army. The result was, that, though he did not formally 
join them, he began to lead a new life, and trained his thirteen 
children in the fear of God. He settled at Chester ; and his 
Bon Samuel, apprenticed to a cobbler, became also " an absolute 
dave to the devil and sin.'^ 
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One evening, however, "in the close of thQ year 1769," while 
the youth " was making a few cursory remarks on the season, 
and looking at some decayed flowers in a garden adjoining the 
house" he worked in, he was suddenly convinced of the evil 
of his doings. He sneaked back to the Methodist chapel; 
" fasted to an extreme ;" " roamed about the fields till the wind 
and rain almost caused the skin to peel off his cheeks ;" ^ often 
put his feet in cold water, and sat on the side of a ditch till the 
pain nearly took away his senses; and read religious books, 
but daily grew more wretched." So, when he had tried every 
other way, he was shut up to the true one. "I exclaimed, 
' Lord Jesus Christ, Thou didst die for sinners ; if there be yet 
mercy for me, oh ! reveal Thy love in my poor tormented heart.' 
This I said in the bitterness of my soul." He found peace with 
God, and joined the society. After many temptations and ex- 
periences, such as commonly befall men of sanguine tempera- 
ment, his piety acquired some solidity, and he began to preach. 
Many, and none more than himself, doubted his call ; and he 
determined to consult Fletcher, at Madeley, who told him to 
" go forward in the name of the Lord," and to " be humble and 
diligent ;" adding, " If you should live to preach the Gospel 
forty years, and be the instrument of savmg only one soul, it 
will be worth all your labor." Li 1774 he bccWe a regular 
itinerant. 

At this period of his life commence the extracts from his 
Journal which have been disclosed to the public eye ; a most 
suggestive record of the spiritual man, conflicting constantly 
with strong natural passions, with adverse fortunes, and often 
with the dark demon of insanity itself. But, wherever else he 
failed or faltered, he never trod the pulpit-floor but with the 
assured air of an habitual conqueror. He had a pleasant and 
conmianding person, an easy carriage, a voice exquisitely mu- 
sical, a clear and comprehensive intellect, a ready and retentive 
memory, and a quick invention ; while his style was pure and 
elegant, and the tone and manner of his preaching, as a rule, 
very warm and affectionate. But he had also that which none 
of these alone, nor the whole combined, could furnish — ^the 
sympathies and powers of a great natural orator. He supplied 
to a considerable extent the deficiencies of his early education^ 
and what remained were covered by the mantle of his genius. 
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The secret of his great popularity, both within and beyond the 
borders of his own church, is fuUy explained, if to these, its le- 
gitimate elements, be added a certain strange and savage hu- 
mor, which seasoned his discourses to the taste of the vulgar, 
rather than conunended them to the admiration of the intel- 
ligent and pious. Yet great injustice would be done to his 
reputation were the idea conveyed that, in his best days, his 
sermons were flavored very strongly with the cheap and coarse 
condiments commonly retailed by the demagogue and the buf- 
foon. There is a species of sarcasm, the use of which, even in 
the most sacred places and connections, is justified by the pos- 
session of the faculty to employ it, and by exact Scripture prec- 
edents ;* and, when Bradbum was most himself, he handled with 
dignity and effect that formidable weapon. He must be taken 
as a whole, and as we are accustomed to take far inferior men 
in our own day. His career was brilliant and useful ; and per- 
haps more men longed, but durst not try, to preach like him, 
than like any other preacher of his time. 

His generosity, vivacity, and stem sincerity of character at- 
tracted the universal love of his brethren ; and, after having 
served the office of secretiuy, he was elected president of the 
Conference in 1799. Three years afterward — the solitary in- 
stance in our annals of an ex-president being so humbled — he 
stood a culprit at its bar — (" wine" " biteth like a serpent") — 
and received its solenm censure ; and it was ordered that his 

* If anj doubt this, let him read the published sermons of the lato Dr. 
Richard Winter Hamilton ; volumes which, for the credit of the Congrega- 
tionalists, ought to be republished in a cheap and popular form. The style, 
indeed, is as unnatural as his great genius could iuTcnt ; but, like all his 
other writings, they arc rich in a sound, philosophical, and thoroughly evan- 
gelical theology, and sparldo with eloquence and beauty. Nor can I omit 
a passing reference to the rare accomplishments and kindly charities of a 
man often misunderstood ^nd always underrated, but whose serene good- 
oatore, pellucid frankness, noble independence, and unrivaled conversation- 
al powers made him the delight of those who enjoyed his friendship. One 
specimen of his many clever sayings will suffice ; and I give it, notwithstand- 
ing I have no sympathy with the opinions which dictated it '^ I have 
heard," he said, **of a young curate who was so fond of the Thirty-nine 
Articles that he wished there were forty. For my part, they always remind 
me of the * forty stripes save one.'" Some beautiful sonnets, written by 
Dr. Hamilton, and dated at Leeds, appeared some years ago in Blackwood*s 
Magazine, and were attributed by WiLK>n to Michael Thomas Sadler. 

Vol. I.— D 
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name should not appear on the minutes of the year. Few sur- 
vive who witnessed the scene — the heart-grief of those who sat 
in judgment on a father " overtaken in a fault," and the deep, 
ingenuous penitence of the offender, as he blessed God for the 
discipline which had punished his offense, and even thanked the 
men upon whom the duty of detecting and of reporting it had 
fallen. After the interval of a year he was restored to his prop- 
er standing. But, though he continued to travel for eight or 
ten years more, and never lost his influence in the pulpit, his 
Journal tells of a broken spirit, of pecuniary straits, and of many 
bodily infirmities. Yet there runs through the whole of it a 
strain of genuine, if imperfect piety. His mind decayed before 
his body died ; but the last truths he understood were those 
which he had so powerfully preached, and his end was peac«. 

His name stands godfather to many queer sajdngs and doings 
for which it is not responsible ; but the man still survives in 
some stories unquestionably true. Such was one related by my 
father. During the session of the Conference of 1791, four 
months after Wesley's death, Bradbum preached before tlmt 
venerable body. He referred pathetically to their recent loss, 
to the danger of fatal disunion, and to the necessity of a com- 
mon and hearty adherence to the faith and discipline of Meth- 
odism. Gradually he kindled into the highest oratory ; and, 
anxious to make the best of the effect he felt he had produced, 
raised his voice, and appealed to those of the preachers present 
who intended to stand by the " old plan" to rise and testify it. 
Every preacher in the chapel sprang at once upon his feet. 
There was a solenm silence, broken shortly by a cry from the 
gallery, " Here's a woman in distress." " Hold your tongue, 
you fool 1" screamed Bradburn, indignant that attention should 
be thus diverted from his real object. None dared to smile ; 
but all knew that the benefit of the sermon was irreparably lost, 
more by his own than by any other interruption of the current 
of thought and feeling. 

On another occasion Bradbum requested my father, then in 
his first circuit, to attend at the minister's house in Dale Street, 
Manchester, at a specified hour. His smnmons was obeyed. 
Bradbum was sitting in company with two aged women, and 
aU were evidently waiting for the young preacher's arrival. 
^^Now, ladies," said he, ''I knew you had a great deal to say 
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aboat each other, and that the opportunity would bo very edi- 
fying, so I have sent for Mr. Bunting, from 01dham,*to enjoy it : 
pray proceed." First one sister, and then the other, emptied 
her well-stored budget of scandal and abuse, their pastor main- 
taining a stately gravity, and interfering only when both- strove 
to talk at once. They soon saw how ridiculous the scene was 
becoming, and rose to retire. Bradbum thanked them for the 
profit i^orded to himself and to his friend, and bowed them to 
the door, chuckling, on his return into the room, on the success 
of his endeavor to stay an evil not uncommon among professors 
of religion.* 

Alexander Mather, or as, when young, he wrote his name, 
M'Mather, though worthily commemorated by Mr. Jackson, can 
not be passed by with a simple reference in the Biography of 
Jabez Bunting. Bom at Brechin in 1733, he was carefully 
trained by his p£irents in the fear of God, and shared in the ed- 
ucational advantages which the piety and wisdom of John Knox 
insured as the birthright of every Scotchman. So well had ho 
been taught, that, when he grew up, he " was an utter stranger 
to the vices common among men." As was wont, he learned 
the Assembly's Catechisms by heart ; and when he " was at the 
Latin school, the master, every Lord's day, after, the ser^4ce, 
used to hear what could be remembered of the sermons, and 
to pray with his scholars." " Under one of his prayers," says 
Mather himself, " when I was about ten years old, I was struck 
with strong convictions, and these never quite left me, and I 
always retained a desire to be a Christian." In the year '45, 
** out of a childish frolic," he joined a party of the rebels ; was 
present, as I infer from his narrative, at the Battle of Culloden ; 
and, after the defeat, made his way back again as fast as he 
could. His mother, who had gone in search of him, met him 
on the road ; but his father refused to let him come into the 

* I had received an impression that, at times, when my father waxed 
boldlj oratorical, his eloquence, in some of its qualities, resembled that at- 
tributed by tradition to Bradbum. The Rev. Isaac Keeling has favored me 
with a letter, in answer to an inquiry directed to this subject. The limits 
necessarily assigned to this chapter forbid its insertion here in full, and to 
abridge a paper so replete with interesting detail and practical wisdom is out 
of the question. I therefore place it in the Appendix (Appendix F), where 
its own merits, not less than the reputation of its sagacious writer, will .'se- 
cure for it an attentive perusal. 
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house, and even informed against him.* Marched betweoi a 
file of musketeers, he was taken before the commanding officer, 
who, after asking him many questions, ordered him to go home. 
Thither he went ; but, instead of being sent again to school, the 
father employed him in his own business of a baker. When 
eighteen years old he went to Perth. An acquaintance asked 
him to go with her to the " Episcopal meeting." " It affected 
me much, and from that time I attended it whenever I could ; 
and I can not but say it was of great use to my soul, and has 
proved so ever since." Probably the going to the Episcopal 
meeting at Perth w^as the result of the expedition to Culloden, 
and both gave a bias to Mather's subsequent opinions as a lead- 
er among the Methodists. In 1752 he went to London, and oc- 
cupied himself in his trade ; but, as he was a " foreigner," his 
master was sununoned to Guildhall, and obliged to put him 
away. He soon found other employment. In 1753, a fellow- 
townswoman, resident in London, and whom he had known as 
a child, sought him out, and they wxre soon married. They 
seem to have lived a very steady life, and slie enjoyed the com- 
forts of religion. Tlie same year he entered the service of Mr. 
Marriott, a zealous Methodist. Here he foimd w^hat he *' had 
long desired, a family wherein was the worship of God." " This 
stirred me to be more earnest in seeking Him." " I have some- 
times gone to my knees when I was going to bed, and have con- 
tinued in that position till two o'clock, w^hen I was called to 
work. But I could find no peace, nor could I tell what hinder- 
ed, unless it were the baking of pans, as they called it, on Sun- 
days." He would gladly have refrained from tliis ; but then he 
must have left his place. This he resolved to do " as soon as 
Christmas was over." Meantime he had no rest ; and though 
he w^ent to the "Holy Conmiunion," and "found some com- 
fort," the sense of his guilt in profaning the Sabbath soon took 
it away. On the Monday morning he gave his master warning. 
The old Methodist " did not then speak one word, but soon afl;- 
er came into the shop and talked the matter over." The same 
day he went " to all of the trade in Shoreditch and Bishopsgate 
Without." All but two agreed at once to give up the Sunday 
baking. He then called a meeting of master-bakers, but noth- 

* In return for which unnatural behavior, the son, when a Methodist 
preacher, provided for the comfort of the father's last years. 
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ing could be concluded. Afterward he asked the advice of 
" our brethren at the Foundery," then the one Methodist chapel 
in London. " After he had taken all these steps," proceeds 
Mather, "more than I could reasonably expect, he told me, 'I 
have done all I can, and now I hope you will be content.' " 
Mather thanked his master, and told him he could not stay in 
his service. " But I continued in prayer ; and on Sunday even- 
ing, after ^unily worship, he stopped me and said, ^ I have done 
to-day what will please you. I have staid at home, and told all 
my customers I will no more bake on a Sunday.' I told him, 
* If you have done this out of conscience toward God, be assured 
it wiU end well.' " And so it did. Marriott became wealthy ; 
lived to attend the ministry of his apprentice, changed into his 
superintendent, and for a long series of years dispensed ex- 
tensive charities. His son was one of Wesley's executors ; and 
his grandson, Thomas Marriott, who died childless, and appoint- 
ed my father one of his executors, bequeathed many thousands 
of pounds to Methodist objects. Mather was taken by his 
master to the Foundery, at which his wife, when she heard of 
it, was very angry. Nevertheless, she went with him, though 
much afraid of his being drawn into some wrong way. " John 
Kelson preached an alarming discourse, which I hoped would 
affect her much ; but^ on the contrary, she was much disgusted, 
saying, ' He has shown me the way to hell, and not the way to 
get out of it.' But I thank God He has shown me that Jesus 
Christ is the way." Then they went to a class-meeting ; but 
his careful helpmeet never helped him in a hurry. " I was much 
pleased and refreshed ; but she said, ' They had all agreed what 
to say, in order to catch us.' " Then Wesley came to town, and 
Mather heard him preach. " It was the first time I ever heard 
or saw you. Under that sermon God set my heart at liberty." 
Husband and wife soon joined the society. 

It was not long before Mather thought that God had called 
him to preach ; and, aft;er he and his religious companions had 
set apart some days for fasting and prayer, he mentioned the 
subject to Wesley, who quietly told him, " This is a common 
temptation to young men. Several have mentioned it to me ; 
but the next thing I hear of them is that they are married, or 
upon the point of it." " Sir, I am married dready." " Care, 
not for it, but seek God by festing and prayer." " This I have 
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done." Whereupon Wesley strongly " recommended patience 
and perseverance therein." 

Wesley soon sent him to preach, and very diligently did he 
toil. " After hasting to finish my business abroad, I have come 
home in* the evening, changed my clothes, and run to preach at 
one or another chapel ; then walked or run back, changed my 
clothes, and gone to work at ten ; wrought hard all night, and 
preached at five next morning. I ran back to draw the bread 
at a quarter or half an hour past six, A\TOught hard in the bake- 
house till eight, then hurried about with the bread till the aft- 
ernoon, and perhaps set off at night again." 

Wesley fixed his eyes upon this perfervid Scotchman, and in 
1 756 proposed that he should go with hira to Ireland as a trav- 
eling preacher. Mather was quite willing, if the stewards would 
provide his wife with four shillings a week during his absence ; 
but the funds of the society would not aUow thera to make the 
pledge. So he remained at his business for another year, when, 
his wife's maintenance being secured, he commenced his itiner- 
ancy by walking a hundred and fifty miles to Epworth, in Lin- 
colnshire. 

lie rose to immediate distinction in the connection, and for 
forty-three years endured hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ, w^atched in all things, did the work of an evangelist, 
made full proof of liis ministry. Wesley ordained him, and 
chose him to advise and assist him in the management of the 
affairs of the connection, so that he was known for a consider- 
able period as " Wesley's right-hand man." Benson portrays 
him as a preacher : " He had very clear and just views of the 
truth as it is in Jesus, in all its branches ; and his preaching was 
peculiarly instructive, and very forcible and impressive. He 
was never at a loss for abundance and variety of edifying mat- 
ter ; and, had he had the aid of a classical education, his dis- 
courses, through a better arrangement, would have appeared to 
much more advantage. His apprehension was pecuharly quick, 
his genius fertile, and his memory tenacious. Being naturally 
a man of strong passions, and divine grace having softened and 
humbled his heart, he generally felt himself the truths he deliv- 
ered to others, and, in consequence thereof, his hearers felt them 
too." And Pawson describes his wisdom, fidelity, and tender- 
ness as a pastor of the flock in words which, with the Dot« ap- 
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pended to them in Jackson's " Lives,"* may be read with much 
advantage. " That he was highly acceptable wherever he was 
stationed, all, I believe, will acknowledge; and as none could 
exceed him in diligence, so he was, in general, very useful. Tlie 
Lord attended his labors with an abundant blessing. It may 
easily be learned in what circuits he was stationed from the 
time he breaks off his narrative till he finished his work upon 
earth, by those who will take the trouble to look into the min- 
utes of our several Conferences. And therefore, as I am not 
able to say what particular success attended his labors in those 
circuits, I shall waive relating that here. However, as from the 
year 1791 to 1794 he was stationed at Hull, and the three fol- 
lowing years at Manchester, and in the year 1797 at Leeds, I 
beg leave to observe that in all those places there was a con- 
siderable revival of the work of God. Many persons in those 
circuits were awakened, and brought to the saving knowledge 
of God in a short time. This work was attended with some ir- 
regularities, and much noise and confusion. On such occasions, 
indeed, there are never wanting headstrong and imprudent per- 
sons, who have far more zeal than discretion. These would 
take the work out of the hands of God into their own, and drive 
the people forward much faster than they can go, and persuade 
them to profess faith before their judgment is rightly informed 
concerning the nature of faith, or their conscience awakened to 
a sense of sin, and, by so doing, ruin the work of God. These 
hot-headed persons generally look upon all to be gold which 
glitters, and account all to be enemies to the work of Gtod who 
are not as rash and as ignorant as themselves. Hence it requires 
no small degree of prudence, as well as courage, to withstand 
them, and to preserve others from running into their error. Mr. 
^father, having had large experience in the different ways in 
which the Lord generally carries on His work, acted with won- 
deriul prudence ; and, as he was a man that would use his au- 
thority when occasion required, he resolutely insisted upon 
proper order being kept in those prayer-meetings, which were 
well attended, and in which much good was done. By this 
means he preserved the work from that reproach and contempt 
which, in some other places, were brought upon it, where de- 
corum and regularity were not nudntainec*. Li the mean time, 

• Vol i., p. 422-424. 
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he took gi*cat care of, and treated with remarkable tenderness, 
those who professed faith in Christ, and who were bo suddenly 
and powerfully brought out of darkness into light. He wdl 
knew that these new-bom souls required much nursing; that, 
however lively or happy they might app(^ to be for the pres- 
ent, yet they were in gcnend exceedingly ignorant and quite 
unestablished ; and, therefore, he not only took abundance of 
pauis with them himself, but he also was careful to appoint them 
to meet with those leaders who, he knew, would carefully and 
tenderly instruct them. Accordingly, many of this description 
were preserved, and continue steady at this day, who, in all 
probability, if those means had not been used, would have soon 
turned back into the world again." 

Benson describes a visit to him on his death-bed in the year 
1 800. " He then expressed himself in the most dear, pertinent, 
and feeling manner concerning our redemption by Christ, and 
of his whole dependence being on this alone." "After this he 
spoke concerning the Methodist connection in a way which 
showed how much his soul was wrapped up in the prosperity 
of it, and gave us many cautions and advices, urging us especisd- 
ly to attend at the Conference to the state of the poor preach- 
ers, many of whom, he said, he knew to be in great want and 
distress." One of the last of his " heavenly breathings" was 
this : " O Jesus, whom I have loved, whom I do love, in whom 
I delight, I surrender myself unto Thee." 

Of William Thompson, the first president of the Conference 
after the death of Wesley, fewer traces are to be found than of 
any of his eminent contemporaries. For forty years an itiner- 
ant preacher, he gained a constantly increasing influence in the 
connection, and especially over liis brethren in the ministry. 
He was bom in the North of Ireland in 1733 ; brought up, I 
believe, a Presbyterian ; and, during the earlier part of his pub- 
lic career, was frequently resident in Scotland. Like other 
young Methodist preachers who enjoyed that advantage, he 
acquired, by a close observation of the position, attainments, 
and habits of the national clergy, both principles and feelings, 
which elevated the tone of his mind and ad<^ed to his means of 
usefulness. From his training when a boy, or from the expe- 
rience of his after-life, he received impressions in favor of the 
Presbyterian polity which were not forgotten by him in the 
settlement of the constitution of Methodism. Li the discus- 
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sions of the Conference he clistinguislied liiinsell' as a clear and 
ready speaker, and his counsels were well-timed, wise, and 
moderate. He died at Birmingham in 1799. My father used 
to speak of the old man's gravity of speech, spirit, and de- 
meanor, and of the advantages he himself had derived from liis 
example and ministry. 

TuoKAS Rutherford, bom in Northumberland in 1752, 
whose father was a native of Scotland, was also brought up 
after the godly fashion of pious Presbyterians ; got by heart, 
when a child, Willison's Prayers for Children ; was wonderful- 
ly impressed at a sacrament ; and longed, above all things, to 
be a minister. He too learned, when resident in the land of 
the Covenant and of the parish school, how to read and to 
think ; and, on the testimony of his friend and brother-in-law, 
Henry Moore, his abilities were very considerable, and his man- 
ner of preaching peculiarly energetic and affecting. 

John Barber, another fruit of Derbyshire Methodism, was 
a wild, untaught, untoward youth, but gave early tokens of 
noble frankness, manly independence, and fearless decision of 
character. Mr. Greaves, a Methodist, went to Hope Fair for the 
purpose of Iiiring a man-servant. Few were present that day ; 
and, after waiting long, he hired John Barber, as the best man 
he could find. Ho had scarcely engaged him, however, when 
a friend told him that the lad was an inveterate swearer. He 
went back, and extorted a promise, sacredly kept, that his new 
sen^ant would never swear again. Barber was converted; 
learned to weave, that he might have his time more at his own 
disposal ; studied hard ; and, in the long run, became an itin- 
erant preacher. He was twice elected president of the Con- 
ference, and died while sustaining that office in the year 1816. 
In the pulpit he was plain, forcible, and exceedingly apt in the 
quotation of Scripture. I do not gather that his manners ever 
received a very high polish ; but his sense and sincerity over- 
came all defects of this kind, and perhaps few men ever left be- 
hind them a deeper impression of true and tender kindness of 
heart. When quite a child, I was astonished to sec my father 
weep over the letter which announced the death of his old 
pastor and friend. He followed him to his grave at Portland 
Chapel, Bristol, preached his funeral sermon, and acted as one 
of his executors. 

D2 
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Under the teaching and inflaence of men such as I have thns 
very imperfectly described, the youth, Jabez Bmiting, grew 
rapidly in personal piety, in the clear apprehension and con- 
viction of the Christian faith, and in a firm attachment to the 
doctrines and discipline of Methodism. His father's house 
was but a few yards distant from that occupied, from time to 
time, by the superintendent preachers of the circuit ; they took 
kindly to him, and foresaw his future greatness ; and he went 
in and out of their dwelling almost at his pleasure. It was his 
grateful companionship ^nth them which begat in him a rcT- 
erence for age, never lost. Even when he himself had grown 
into an old man, it was pleasant to see how he insisted upon a 
proper deference being paid to ministers Hke Sutcliffe, Reecc, 
James Wood, Entwisle, Gaulter, Edmondsou, Morley, and 
Marsden — fathers who may be fairly considered as his own 
contemporaries, but in whose forms and faces he traced the 
well-remembered images of the guides of his youth. 

These notices of Jabez Bunting's early training would be 
very incomplete if another class of circumstances were not re- 
corded. He was twelve years old when Wesley died. Then 
burst forth the storm to which I have already alluded, and the 
mutterings of wliich had disturbed the peace, though they had 
never shaken the confidence of the great founder of Method- 
ism. My father watched it \dth growing intelligence until it 
had spent its fury. Of an eager disposition, and naturally apt 
at the solution of questions of practical difficulty, he noted ev- 
ery phase and change of the controversies of that period as 
they rose; he acquired a thorough insight into their nature 
and meaning ; he became familiar with their essential princi- 
ples ; and he laid up a store of facts, precedents, and opinions 
which were of great and lasting service to him during the 
whole of his subsequent course.* 

* Tct he did not always use the materials ho possessed. A notable ex- 
ample of this, perhaps arising from a failure of memory, very unusual with 
him, occurred in reference to the dispute as to the visitatorial powers exer- 
cised in coses of emergency by ministers specially assembled in District 
Committee. From 1827, when such a visitation was held in Leeds, down 
to the time of my father's retirement from public life, no subject excited so 
much connectionol strife and agitation. It was deemed very important on 
all sides to ascertain how the promoters of the settlement of 1795 themselves 
understood and administered the system as thereby regulated. My father 
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Benson, Mather, and Thompson, the three master spirits of 
the time — I am speaking of their influence upon the ecclesi- 
astical politics of the connection — were successively superin- 
tendents of the Manchester Circuit during the period com- 
mencing with the year 1791, and ending with the year 1799. 
The great preacher, indeed, almost became a martyr for the 
firm but healing counsels which he, with his two brethren, con- 
sistently advocated during the continuance of the earlier dis- 
sensions. A tribunal to which no courtesy can attribute either 
legitimacy or wisdom, even though Coke, Bradbum, and Moore 
sat upon it, pronounced that he had separated himself from the 
Methodist connection. Mather, too, was abundantly abused ; 
nor did Thompson escape annoyances, which must have deep- 
ly grieved his gentle spirit. And Manchester was a great seat 
and centre of strife. I can not doubt that these circumstances 
fixed the young man's eye ift'ith earnest intensity upon the 
events to which I am now adverting. His sense of justice, his 
devotion to his own spiritual guides, and his natural clearness 
of perception, and consequent appreciation of the right and of 
the wrong on either side, would all stimulate, and from time 
to time increase, the interest he took in public affairs. 

It was during Benson's superintendency that the sacrament- 
al controversy began, and during that of Thompson the con- 
test which took its name from Alexander Kilham ended. 
Mather administered the circuit during the last and worst pe- 
riod of the former strife, and staid long enough to encounter 
the conmiencement of the latter. 

No wise man nowadays reads the copious literature which 
then deluged the connection unless he have some important 
practical end in view, and be gifted with inexhaustible patience ; 
and hence, I think, it has arisen that the Methodists of these 
times are, to some extent, ignorant of the obligations they owe 
to the three great men whose names I have thus grouped to- 
had in his possession, but I believe he never quoted, the minutes of a meet- 
ing of a District Committee held in Manchester in 1796. They were print- 
ed for general circulation, and a copy of them will be found in the Appen- 
dix. (Sec Appendix G.) Unless Holy Scripture have established, for all 
times, places, and circumstances, a uniform platform of church government 
(and Methodists do not profess to rest their ecclesiastical policy upon any 
juB divinum), I do not see how the general reasoning of this document can 
be refuted. 
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getbcr. They undoubtedly settled the dispute about the sac- 
raments, and so prevented a ruinous catastrophe. Benson dave 
strongly, in his individual preferences^ to the original plan of a 
society witliin a Church. Thompson, on the other hand, saw 
clearly, and, I conjecture, did not regret, that successive de- 
partures from that plan had already forced the connection into 
a position of practical independence. Mather, sympathizing 
\nth Benson's wishes, had arrived slowly at Thompson's con- 
clusions. Other men of the day, of great talent and influence, 
either caught hastily at the easy idea of a separation, popular 
with the masses of the people, or vacillated between opposite 
principles. But the three, after years of contest, and after con- 
sulting all interests and opinions, reconciled contending parties, 
and framed the outlines of a system true both to the essential 
spirit and to the imperative demands of Methodism. Let due 
honor attend the memory of all the leading actors in those stir- 
ring events, but let the three " elders" who " ruled" so " well 
be counted worthy of double" reverence. More than others, 
and often in bold resistance to hosts of powerful opponents, 
they, by their comprehension of the genius of the system — ^their 
deep sense of the importance of the trust confided to them by- 
Wesley — their pastoral yearnings after the flock as a whole,* 
however divided in interest and feeling — their foresight, judg- 
ment, and temper — ^preserved and even compacted the great 
" Work of God," still " called Methodism." 

* What if tlieir efforts had foiled, and the party strongly opposed to 
separation from the Church of England had been alienated from the con- 
nection I The list of the names of its principal leaders, when read in the 
light of tho subsequent history of the body, is well worth study. Anfong 
them are those of Matthew Mayer, William Marsden, Daniel Burton, John 
Marsdcn, James Heald, William Carvosso, Lawrence Frost, Peter Eaye, 
Michael Ashton, John Ilallam, George Urling, John Collinson, Henrey 
Walklate. Mortimer, Thomas Thompson, Thomas Holy, Henry Longden, 
Roger Crane, and William Came. And if, as I believe, tho name of Hen- 
ry Mart3nD*8 father appears in the same Ibt, what occasion might we have 
lost of making our '^ boast in God'* that tho pattern missionary was trained 
a Methodist ! Thomas Thompson became a member of the Legislature, 
and, under Wilberforce's banner, fought many a hard battle for truth and 
liberty. His son. General T. Perronet Thompson, is best known by his vig- 
orouB writings, and sustains the somewhat rare reputation of being so thor- 
onghly a Liberal as to stand steadily on the watch against the political 
machinations of modem Popery. I can not claim him as belonging to our 
community. 
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The " Plan of Pacification," enacted in 1795, launched Meth- 
odism as a Church ; but the ship rode the waters, not for war, 
but for commerce ; and, if the flag of the AngUcan Establish- 
ment floated no longer at her mast-head, no rival or unfriendly 
standard was hoisted in its place. But there arose another 
contest, the necessary result of the former, and which was to 
decide the places and pretensions of the crew that manned the 
vesseL The former controversy " called a new world into ex- 
istence," and so, in some measure, ^^ redressed the balance of 
the old," while the other merely mapped a kingdom into coun- 
ties. The first was the rehgious event of the age ; the second 
concerned the Church catholic only as it presented the novel 
spectacle of a polity firamed neither upon any exact and exclu- 
sive precedents, nor even upon any very carefully defined prin- 
ciple but merely intended for use. The difficulties, too, of the 
latter period were few and small as compared with those which 
had preceded them. The strength of the connection — ^its pi- 
ety, intelligence, and general influence — ^was nearly all on one 
side, and a short strife was ended by the secession of a scanty 
minority. 

Yet the second controversy involved questions of great im- 
portance, and was conducted under circumstances of consider- 
able disadvantage to all parties interested in the result. 

To affirm that Wesley left behind him a Church without a 
clergy would only be to allege an incontrovertible fact, namely, 
that in his just and prudent anxiety to avoid, at least during 
his own lifetime, the separation of his societies from the Church 
of England, he had trusted to some providential arrangement 
for the necessities which his death would reveal rather than 
create. He had, indeed, by his own ordination of a few trust- 
ed disciples, done something to meet the foreseen difficulties 
of a state of transition. But that fact only occasioned another 
anomaly, since it introduced among his preachers a disparity 
of rank, with a marked diflerence of functions, which, though 
inevitable, was sure to peril their union. "We have seen that 
these troubles were at length settied ; but they had been set- 
tled by a compromise. The struggle had lain between two 
parties — ^those preachers who were opposed to fieulher separa- 
tion, and, allied with them, large bodies of the trustees of chap- 
eli on the one hand, and preachers of much talent and useful- 
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ness, and a great number of the people, impatient for absolute 
independence, on the other. The former class held strictly to 
Wesley's long and latest declaration, that his preachers were 
mere laymen, incompetent to assmne the ministerial office; 
while the separatists either took the low ground of denying 
that the mere dispensation of the sacraments implied any such 
assumption — a notion never very seriously maintained — or 
stood boldly ui)on the broad facts of their position, and claimed 
the riglits wliich it involved. When the dispute was accom- 
modated, it was arranged for peace' sake ; and neither did the 
adherents of the old plan admit, nor did the party which en- 
joyed the substantial fruits of victory care to contend, that the 
preachers were or might be ministers. That question was re- 
garded, if regarded at all, as purely theoretical, and it was hoped 
that time would settle it. But the regulation which forbade 
the use of the term " reverend" was preserved, as was also the 
somewhat ambiguous declaration that " the distinction between 
ordained and unordained preachers shall be dropped.'* The 
settlement of 1795, therefore, when that of 1798 came on, by 
no means favored any very formidable pretensions on the part 
of the ministers of the body. Nor did the people occupy a 
position better calculated to secure their interests. If the min- 
isters were but newly recognized as such, the people became, 
as by a stroke of the pen, members, not of a society, but of a 
Church. Not one in a hundred knew that there had been a 
Revolution. They had got the sacraments, and that was all 
they wanted. And it would almost appear that, when the lay 
office-bearers — ^the only class of the laity which took any man- 
ifest concern in the matter — argued questions affecting popular 
privileges, they took it for granted that those privileges would 
be safer in their hands than in those of the people themselves 
and of their ministers. It is well that the Conference formed 
an opposite opinion. 

Under the pressure of difficulties such as these a Constitu- 
tion was framed, which, for more than sixty years, has attract- 
ed the steady and lojsil attachment of the Metho<list people. 
Our differences during that period have been settled, time aft- 
er time, by a reference to the regulations enacted in 1795 and 
1797. Those who have thought that the spirit and essence of 
them have been preser>'ed, have remained in communion with 
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the body ; those who have thought the contrary, have left it ; 
and all have thus united in testifying to the wisdom and mod- 
eration of the men to whom we owe them. 

I have referred to these events and discussions not only as 
accounting for my father's early and able interference in the 
management of connectional afairs, but as furnishing some 
clew to the formation of his opinions respecting them. Ho 
studied the requirements and aptitudes of Methodism at a 
time when its struggling and imperiled condition elicited the 
deepest solicitude of all who loved it, and he studied under its 
best masters. More than this : at that time nothing but its 
spirit saved it ; and he drank deeply of that spirit. The anx- 
ious, life-long concern of those who " naturally" cared for its 
'* state" — of those who owed " even their own souls" to its 
founder, and who had undergone eveiy kind of hardship and 
of suflfering for its sake, possessed and pervaded every faculty 
of his soul. He knew, better than most, the true place and 
right value of a godly ecclesiastical order, and no man ever, in 
his presence, touched the ark of the Methodist Constitution 
fvithout his strict scrutiny and his almost involuntary suspi- 
cion. But for the machinery of Methodism, simply as such ; 
for bustling legislation and petty economics ; for " strifes of 
words" and "vain jangling" about conformity to this or to 
that more ancient institute ; for the rigidly logical proprieties 
of things ; and for dry precedents a;nd abstract points in gen- 
eral, my father never troubled himself, " no, not for an hour." 

He carefully collected, while the controversies lasted, the 
trafcts and pamphlets which bore upon them. One printed 
letter, circulated in 1796 by certain local preachers, trustees, 
leaders, etc., " to their brethren in the Stockport Circuit," lies 
before me. It contains pertinent quotations from the writings 
of Dr. Robertson and of Alexander Kilham, and complains of 
** the secret distribution of money ;" of the people being gov- 
erned by the preachers ; then, again, of the people being gov- 
erned by the trustees; of "Wesley's Deed-PoU ; of lawyers {e.g.^ 
" God forbid we should gain information by going to law be- 
fore unbelievers I") ; and of divers other tilings, which, "if 
real" — ^but they seem to have doubted it — were clearly dread- 
ful " evils;" and winds up in that form of interrogative argu- 
ment which only a practiced hand should venture to employ. 
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Seven questions are asked. " Is it right that every sodety 
should choose its own leaders and stewards?" that is, of 
course, without the assistance of the minister. My father has 
written " No ;" and he has recorded a similar answer to a 
question which he seems to have understood, but I do not. 
The remaining queries have fairly puzzled him. He has left 
them unanswered. 

Such was young Jabez Bunting's .training^or the faithful 
service which he rendered to the Church during nearly sixty 
years. He was Methodism's otiti loving and grateful child. 
Young, and therefore quickly and easily impressed, he enjoyed 
the preaching, the pastoral attentions, and the intimate society 
of some of its best and ablest ministers, and that during a 
period of its history when the resources of their wisdom and 
piety were most demanded, and were put into the best and 
most active exercbc. His opinions and sympathies were thus 
formed and fostered in circumstances favorable to early ma- 
turity. His education had been various and systematic, and 
well-calculated, on the whole, to prepare him for the extensive 
sphere of duty he was so soon to fill. He had seen much of 
the Church, and, for his years, a good deal of the world. And 
his opportunities and advantages had been diligently cultivated 
and improved with a lively feeling of obligation to Him who 
had ^ven them, and \i4th a deep sense of the responsibilities 
which they involved. I quit the subject — ^many of its details 
novel to myself — with regret, as one leaves a gallery where 
hangs the portrait of a comely, happy youth fast rising into 
manhood ; a face that, though you did not know it, strangely 
set your heart a beating; but — ^the thought flashed upon you 
all at once — it was your dear and kindly father ; the same who 
sat but lately in his easy-chair by the warm fireside, bending 
in the benignant beauty of age ; looking thoughtfully at you ; 
and — ^tho old saint growing every day more like the Holy 
Cliild Jesus — " both hearing" and asking " questions." 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

CALL TO THE CHBISTIAN MUnSTET. 

A Local Preacher. — His Doubts and Decision. — First Sermon. — ^Trial Ser- 
mon. — Exercises as to his Call to the Ministiy. — Correspondence with 
Mr. Mather. — ^Letter announcing his Intention to Dr. Ferciyal. — ^Re- 
oeired on Trial at the Conference of 1799. 

I HAYS already related how, early in 1798, my father gave 
an exhortation to an oat-door congregation at James Ash- 
croft's house in Salford. No doubt he had used the same gift 
at the prayer-meetings which I have also described. But now 
Bomething more formal was expected from him, and his friends 
nrged him to try to preach. They would look forward to his 
becoming an itinerant preacher ; but he took one step only at 
a time ; and all that he seems to have resolved upon, when a 
young man, nineteen years of age, was to employ himself as a 
lay, or, as the Methodists call it, a " local preachef ;" still pur- 
Buing the study, with a view to the practice, of his profession. 
Had this intention been fulfilled, he would have become one 
of the very few physicians who have engaged in the double 
duty of curing the bodies and the souls of men. 

But he embarked in this subordinate sphere of usefulness 
after long consideration and much prayer, and in a truly hum- 
ble frame of mind. On a slip of paper I find the following 
memorandum : 

" Pro. 

" 1. The want of laborers, specially such as are tolerably 
intelligent and well-informed persons. 

" 2. The general duty of using every talent that God has 
imparted ; remembering that * the supply of the means is the 
requisition of the duty.* 

^^ 3. The deep-rooted and long-continued conviction that I 
am called to this work. 

** 4. The opinion of those Christian friends whom I have 
consulted, and that of others who appear to expect it from me. 
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" Contra. 
" 1. My ovrti deficiency in point of knowledge. 
" 2. My want of time for religious study. 
" 3. My youth and inexperience. 

" 4. My unfaithfulness to God's grace, and my littleness of 
faith and love. 

" 5. My rare opportunities of exercising. 

" Lord, teach me what Thou wouldest have me to do ! 
'''August, 1798." 

Probably most persons who read and balance these reasons 
for and against his beginmng to preach at so early an age 
will, on tlie whole, concur m his decision. He had been, for 
nearly four years, a steady Christian, and had, as we have 
seen, been i)laced in a position where continual converse with 
judicious and able ministers made liim familiar with preaching 
as an exercise. He must have discovered, too, by this time, 
as clearly as he ever did, that he had the gifts which, if dili- 
gently cultivated, would, by God's blessing, make him a suc- 
cessful preacher. Above aJl, there lay, "deep-rooted" in his 
heart, the conviction that he was called to this work. He did 
not, indeed, know the full import of the call he had received. 
He was " inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon" 
him the sacred "office to serve God, for the promoting of His 
glory and the edifying of his people." But, as yet, the Di^-ine 
monition impressed him only with the general duty of using 
every talent that " God has imparted." Afterward, and as he 
fjuthfully fulfilled this duty, he came to learn that the smnmons 
contained a deeper meaning. 

The precedent supplied by his case, however, vnH not, I pre- 
sume, be quoted in favor of employing in the serious business 
of the pulpit raw and inexperienced converts, not " intelligent 
and well-informed," and especially where there is no " want of 
laborers." "Wesley never said a wiser thing than when he told 
Mather, who, so soon as he knew the truth, wished to preach 
it, " This is a conunon temptation to young men." To those 
deeply solicitous that Methodism should still wield with vigor 
and effect the ancient powers of a preached Gospel, the ques- 
tion often presents itself whether our familiarity with that bless- 
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ed ordinance never renders us careless as to tlie cliaracter autl 
qualifications of those who are permitted to engage in it. Eco- 
nomically, we are dependent, to an immense extent, upon the 
services of local preachers ; and I speak, not of the stars and 
prodigies among that admirable class of men, but of its bulk 
and body, and more especially of those who, in wide-spread cir- 
cuits, and somethnes throughout half a comity, emulate, at least 
in zeal, self-sacrifice, and diligence, the labors of the regular 
ministry, when I record my father's cordial appreciation of the 
cheerfulness, abihty, fidelity, and success with which those la- 
bors are discharged. But, surely, our dependence upon this 
great and necessary system should mduce us to maintain, im- 
prove, and guard it. Are " babes in Christ" never employed 
in tasks beyond their strength, and those whose nutrition should 
be the first care of the Church set to play at nurturing otliers ? 
Not that they arc to be without suitable and sufficient exercise ; 
but " out of the mouths of babes and sucklings" is chiefly "per- 
fected" " praise" — ^the fresh and glowing testunony wliich tells 
of the continued presence of Christ in His Church. As the 
jK)wers of action gradually develop and mature, there are quiet 
occupations, such as old Methodists were content to spend their 
lives upon — the cottage; the sick-bed; the work-house; the 
infirmary ; the prison ; and the prayer-meeting, with its impre- 
tentious word of warning; and there is also the Sunday-school 
— this, however, never to be entered without serious thought, 
or in any spirit but that of an earnest evangelism. Tnie, the 
anxious pastor must seek out recruits for the pulpit as for other 
departments of 8er\dce, and, in particular, is trembhngly alive 
to the responsibility of" committing to others also" the weighty 
charge which he himself sustains. But fit candidates for the 
pulpit will present themselves so long only as it shall continue 
uudegraded by the vanity, incompetency, or doubtful piety of 
existing occupants ; and as for the holy ministry, random guess- 
es, and an easy carelessness in the choice of those who are to 
fill it, would be the most certain symptoms of present declen- 
sion and decay. Let us learn to think of the three or four thou- 
sand congregations who every Sabbath-day receive the very 
bread of life, or worse than nothing, from the hands of our lo- 
cal preachers, if with a lively gratitude to God, and to the men 
to whom He has given the heart thus to serve Him, yet with 
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the solicitude which they themselves are, in many cases, the 
first to feci, as to the preservation and improvement of tliis vast 
agency of usefulness. If official vigilance should ever fail, and 
the crowds of hungry souls dependent upon Methodism for the 
supply of their spiritual wants should be left unfed ; worse still, 
if we should ever come to give them stones for bread, or for 
fish serpents, the burden of our ineffectual repentance will be 
hke Ids of old, " These sheep, what have they done ?" 

My father has left behind liim a niunber of little books, con- 
taining, "from the first day" until an advanced period of his 
ministry, hsts of the texts of his sermons, of the places where 
he preached, and, in the earUer i>ortion of tlie series, of the 
names of various persons present. I conjecture that these 
names werq, recorded as being those of strangers, before whom 
he was desirous not to preach again what was substantially the 
same sermon. But he was cautious as to this particular so long 
only as his preparations for the pulpit were, in his judgment, 
few and very incomplete. In the zenith of his power as a 
preacher he cast all such cautions to the wind ; and, while scru- 
pulously avoiding repetitions, often eagerly desired, to the same 
congregation, he chose, at the time, that very topic of discourse 
wliich seemed to him best suited to the season or occasion. 
When the cares of office pressed upon him, he took a still wider 
latitude, and worked rather with tools ready for his use, and of 
easy and famiUar handling, than with those made in the hurry, 
which, as to all things pertaining to the pulpit, his very soul 
hated. 

His first sermon was preached on the twelfth of August, 
1798, in a small cottage at a place called Sodom, on the road 
from Manchester to Blackley. The text was the latter part 
of the first verse in the fourteenth chapter of St. John^s Gros- 
pel : " Ye believe in God, beheve also in Me." His friends, 
James Wood, John Hey wood, James Morris, and William Al- 
biston, were present. The yellow, tattered manuscript of his 
preparations for this occasion is still extant. I believe it. fur- 
nishes indications of his mature style and power in the pulpit, 
and possibly it may appear among the number of his publish- 
ed discourses. Mr. Wood, who watched his pulpit career with 
a fond pride and interest for more than fifty years, always said 
that the first essay in the cottage was never excelled, either as 
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to its matter, manner, or manifest effect. But it is suggested 
by Mr. Jackson* that ^'this opinion was hastily formed, and 
most probably arose from the feeling of surprise and thankful- 
ness experienced on hearing his first pulpit effort, for no unin- 
spired man ever attained to true eminence in preaching but by 
a course of hard study and persevering prayer. No mere 
youth, let his powers of mind and elocution be what they may, 
ever exercised a ministry like that of Jabez Bunting in the ma- 
turity of his manhood." The exp^enced divine and preacher 
speaks in the tone of kindly check and warning. I venture to 
give a word of respectful encouragement to a class he had not 
in his eye. How many cases have we all known of young men 
whose natural endowments to themselves, as to others, seemed 
very few, but whose deep sense of duty, intense studiousness, 
increasing acquisitions, and humble waiting upon God for His 
succeeding blessing, have placed them, comparatively soon, in 
the first ranks of the ministry I These pages will fail misera- 
bly of their object if they do not, at least in this respect, sus- 
tain the impression produced by Mr. Jackson's weighty say- 
ings, and show that my father's early popularity and influence 
were due, not so much to his rare talents as to his careful cul- 
tivation of them. And thus those in every position to whom 
" much,'* and those to whom " little is given" — all, indeed, ex- 
cept the men who, having little, think it so much that they do 
not care to make the most of it, may Icam a profitable lesspn. 

It is certain that my father's preaching attracted immediate 
and general attention, although, as a local preacher, he only 
filled the pulpit twenty-nine times, and that with but fourteen 
sermons in his desk. He officiated chiefly in small preaching- 
rooms either in Manchester or in the adjacent villages. His 
twenty-third time of preaching was at the " Calvinist" Chapel 
in Macclesfield, and the twenty-fifth to the twenty-ninth, in- 
clusive, at Monyash and other places in the Peak. I hope his 
mother went with him. 

So early as 1784, John Pawson, then stationed in Manches- 
ter, discerned that "some of the people were in great danger 
of nmning into wildness." If the peril had ever quite passed 

* "The Character and Dismiwion of the Prophet Daniel : a Sermon oc- 
casioned by the Death of the late Rev. Jabez Bunting, D.D., otr., etc. 
London: John Mason. *' 
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away, wliicb is doubtful, it had revived at the period of my 
father's entrance upon his course as a preacher. fVaneis Har- 
ris, then a young man from Hull, and afterward a pattern, dur- 
ing a long life, of sober godliness, had, shortly before this time, 
becfu the means of introducuig the sense and practice of piety 
into the household of his employer, Mr. Broadhurst, an exten- 
sive draper. Ilis master and mistress, and a whole host of 
young men in their ser\'ice, went, at his suggestion, to hear 
Benson preach, and. were #onverted. But they were more 
zealous than wise, and gathered round them a number of good 
but ignorant persons, who pursued the most imlikely means 
for promoting serious religion, whether in their own or in. 
other hearts. The chief resort of these people was to a room 
called " The Band-room," built by the liberality of Broadhurst, 
where, with less Ukehhood of official oversight and check than 
in the chapels, they pursued their own courses of action. The 
good sense, however, of successive superintendents, who knew 
that, whatever else was done there, some sound preaching 
could not do any harm, supplied them with that ordinance ac- 
cordingly. In this room my father preached the "trial-ser- 
mon" which the usage of the body requires before the candi- 
date is accredited as a local preacher. An excellent friend,* 
who was present on this occasion, has related to me the curious 
scene which he then i^-itnessed. In the pulpit stood a very 
slim, timid-looking boy, who gave out the preparatory h}nnn 
in peace. Then Sister Broadhurst and Brother Dowley insist- 
ed upon praying, and were both gratified. But when a broth- 
er, of name unknown, sought to exercise in prayer for the third 
time, the wrath of honest John Burkenhead, afterward a mis- 
sionary for two years in the West Indies, was kindled, and he 
shouted out, "It's time for the young man to begin." So the 
service proceeded without farther interruption. In a very few 
years these irregularities were stopped, and partly by my fa- 
ther's o\^Ti counsels and exertions. 

I shall gratify the curiosity of some by naming the texts of 
the fourteen sermons which formed his entire stock duruig the 
eleven months of his employment as a local preacher. Besides 
the first, already given, are. Numbers, xxiii., 10; Luke, ii., 10, 
11 ; Luke, ii., 14; Isaiah, Iv., 6; Titus, ii., 11, 13; Luke, xii., 

* Robert HcDSOD, Esq., of Manchester. 
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32; Matthew, xi., 28; Romans, vi., 17; Numbers, x., 29; 1 
Timothy, iii., 16; Luke, xxiv., 34; Philippians, iv., 19; and 
Jode 20, 21. I gather from these that the matter of his preach- 
ing was chiefly consolatory and hortatory ; but that he already 
aimed at that exhibition of exact and luminous theology, com- 
bined with what should be practically and immediately effect- 
ive, which so remarkably distinguished his subsequent min- 
istry. 

His name appears on two "Plans," preserved by himself, 
of the Manchester Circuit during the period between Febru- 
ary and August, 1799. On the first it stadis last but one on 
the list of preachers. Above it are those of Holland Iloole, 
the father of Dr. Hoole — ^the latter for nearly twenty years 
Dr. Bunting's able and faithful colleague in office, and his as- 
siduous and welcome friend and visitor "in the time of old 
age" and in his dying moments — and of some of his associates 
in the society I have described in the fifth chapter — John Hey- 
wood, Greorge Burton, William Bennett, James Wood, and 
Solomon Ashton. Mr. Thompson and Mr. Barber sign certifi- 
cates on the two documents successively : *' The bearer here- 
of, Jabez Bunting, is an approved local preacher here, and may 
be employed as such wherever he comes." 

At the Quarter Sessions held at Salford on the 10th of 
April, 1799, he "came before the justices present," and took 
the oaths and declaration which entitled him to the protection 
of the law " as a Dissenting minister ;"* a formality which af- 
terward stood him in good stead in time of peril. 

* Then, as now, the law did not permit him to take them as a Methodist 
minister. It sanctioned, as Lord Mansfield held, his public teaching, inas- 
mach OS, on condition of his taking the oaths, it insured to him certain ex- 
emptions (rom the ordinary duties of citizenship. But it compelled him to 
take them as a Dissenting minister; not caring — {de minimis non curat kx!) 
^-to recognize the distinction between a man always ready to avow hL* 
conscientious hostility to the national establishment, and one, not unfriend- 
ly to it, willing, for the sake of doing good, to admit the simple fact of un- 
conformity. As though Lord Clyde, in quieting the provinces of India, 
■honld insist upon each rebePs declared hate of British rule as the price of 
amnesty! A question occurs to me, in connection with these remarks, 
which I do not know how to answer. Since Nonconformists generally ac- 
cept from the state for their ministers certain privileges as and because they 
profess themsehes to be Dissenting ministers, why should those who object 
to Church-rates refuse exemption from a tax, if exem(>tion be offered upon 
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New light dawned upon him, and he was willing patiently 
to ponder " the path or' his " feet;" A fragment only remains 
of a paper written when he had made a partial experiment of 
his new vocation. 

" I. To the first question" — ^its nature may be easily inferred 
— " I think I may reply in the affirmative. On a serious cour 
sideration of this question in August last, notwithstanding a 
deep sense of my deficiency in point of religious knowledge, 
of my want of time for theological study, and of my youth, in- 
experience, unfaithfulness to Gk)d's grace, and littleness of figuth 
and love — notwitjfctanding these discouraging circumstances, 
I was induced to engage in the work by considering the want 
of laborers ; the general duty of using every talent ; the pre- 
simiption that arises, from the education and other means of 
information with which Providence has favored me, of my be- 
ing, in some degree, not unqualified for the work ; the deep- 
rooted and long conWction of my mind that I ought to preach; 
and, lastly, the opinion of those inends whom I have consulted 
on the subject, and of others, who all seem to approve of the 
attempt. Since that period I have spoken in public six timesi 
and, though still very sensible of my insufficiency, am confirm- 
ed by experience in my former decision, \'iz., that I am called 
of God to preach. My own soul has sometimes been blessed 
in the employment, and, I have reason to think, the souls also 
of them who heard me. My friends are unanimous in advis- 
ing me to proceed, and seem satisfied as to my call; and the 
con\dction of my own conscience that it is my duty is stronger 
than ever. 

" n. But, this question being decided, another equally per- 
plexing and important arises, viz.. Shall I officiate only occa- 
sionally as a local preacher, or shall I devote my life entirely 
to the service of God and His Church, by resolving to abandon 

similar terms ? And this question reminds me of another. If we are to 
have an act of Parliament enabling a majority of rate-payers in any parish 
to prohibit the sale of intoxicating drinks within that parish, why should 
not a like majority preserve the right to lay a Church-»rate ? The princijde 
contended for b the wili of the majority ; and I suppose th« friends of the 
Maine-law movement would be as much vexed if the m^rity refused to 
shut up a dram-shop as the supporters of Church-rates now feel when the 
majority stops the parish clock or silences the Sabbath music of church-bells. 
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the study of medicine, and to engage, at sOme future period, 
as a traveling preacher? 

^ For the negative it may be urged — ^" But here the paper 
^ids. 

Another memorandum, more complete, deals with this ^^per- 
plexing and inq>ortant" matter: 

^ I. The work is unspeakably important, and requires great 
talents, cultivated by great application, and by more diligent 
theological study than I have been able to pursue. I am, 
therefore, exceedingly ill qualified for an employment which 
demands such extent of knowledge: 

^^2. My small proficiency in the Divine life is another most 
^veighty objection against my indulging the idea of any such 
change in my destination. 

^3. My constitution of body is by no means strong, and is ill 
fitted to bear the fatigues and mconveniences of an itinerant life. 

^ 4. My education and studies have been for some time reg- 
ulated by the idea of my being destined to practice physic, 
and if I now abandon that idea I shall lose the fruits of much 
labor ; I shall have put my friends to much useless expense ; 
whereas, by pursuing my present plan, with advantages and 
prospects of success such as I possess, I may hope to have it in 
my power to show my gratitude to an aged mother, and my 
affection to my young sisters, by rendering them that support 
and assbtance for which they have a just claim upon me. 

^^For the affirmative I should consider, 

" 1. The want of laborers. 

^ 2. The duty of being as extensively useful as possible in 
the vinejrard of my Lord. 

"3. The deep-rooted and long-continued conviction of my 
mind that a dispensation of the Gospel is committed to me, 
and that ^ woe is me* if I do not spend my life in preaching the 
Gospel. 

^The opinion of all friends whom I have consulted, and of 
more of whose opinions I have heard, and especially the advice 
of those who know from experience what the situation of a 
Methodist preacher is, namely, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Barker,* 
and Mr. Msu^en. 

* The hrta Ber. Jonathan Barker, then stationed in the Manchester Cir- 
VOL. I.— E 
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^^ After seriously weighing these considerations, I am dear 
that, notwithstanding my unfaithfulness and insufficiency, I 
shall be more useful, more holy, and more happy in the situa- 
tion of a Methodist preacher than in any other, and that, there- 
fore,! ought to look forward to it. 

^^Herc my mind for some time rested; but on the 11th of 
November, 1798, Mr. Barker advised me seriously to consider 
whether it would not be better to bring the matter to an issue 
at once, and to go out as an itinerant at the Conference of 
1799. In December, 1798, or January, 1799, Mr. Thompson, 
our superintendent, strongly urged me to the same purpose.* 
I am now, therefore, involved in as much anxiety as ever to 
know whether I ought to wait until August, 1800, or to com- 
ply with the offer made by Mr. Thompson of going out in 
1799. 

" For the former plan, is urged, 

^^ 1. That I am but a young man^ and should not have com- 
pleted my twenty-first year in August, 1799, and therefore 
could not, perhaps, be received with sufficient respect ; and, 

"2. I am yet but a young preacher^ and have had but very 
little practice in the work. I should, therefore, find it very 
difficult to face large and numerous congregations, to which I 
had never before been accustomed. 

^^ 3. My stock of skeletons! is yet so small that I should find 
it difficult, if not impossible, to avoid sameness and repetition 
when I had to preach to the same congregation several times 
in a week. 

^' 4. I am as yet unaccustomed to preaching more than twice 
a day in or near Manchester. How, then, would my health 
bear the fatigue of preaching three or four times, added to 
that of traveling perhaps many miles ? 

" On the other hand it may be observed, 

" If I stay another year in my present situation (as I must, 
if I stay at all), the difficulties above mentioned will be very 

cnit, a man who abandoned prospects of afflaenoe, and worked long and 
steadily as an itinerant preacher. 

* It was one of the last serrices he rendered to the Church. He left the 
circnit daring the following month of April, and died in May. 

t I hope the young medical studcnt^s use of this term will not be mis- 
taken by any innocent reader, who may casually open the volume at this 
page. 
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little removed. My opportunities of exercising arc so limited 
that, if practice be essential to any improvement, I most go 
somewhere else to attain it.'* But here, again, the MS. breaks 
off. 

Mr. Mather was consulted, and in a letter, addressed in Feb- 
mary, 1799, "to Mr. George Marsden, Methodist Chapel in 
Macclesfield," evidently remembering how "common** a 
"temptation'* it was "for young men to wish to preach,** 
writes warily as follows : 

" N.B. — ^The case of Mr. Bimting requires much considenw 
tion, as his all depends upon it. It seems almost for eternity 
and time. Much, therefore, depends upon the clear conviction 
of his own mind. If this can not be at rest unless he devotes 
himself to the work of God, and he is at liberty to abandon all 
worldly hopes of ever becoming acquainted with a profession* 
that will be gentle bread at some not very distant period, the 
matter is ended. He alone should judge and determine in this 
case, as he only is likely to feel the good or bad effects in this 
point of view. There can be httle doubt of his being received 
into the work on trial, as you and others would reconunend 
him. I would, therefore, request that he should lay the mat- 
ter before the Lord, and ask his friends to do the same in ear- 
nest prayer, until the will of the Lord should be known." 

My father himself then addressed Mr. Mather : 

" Dbab and honobed Sm, — ^My friend, Mr. George Mars- 
den, sent me, some time ago, an extract of a letter from you. 
It appears that he had written to you concerning my going 
out next Conference as a traveling preacher. Accept my best 
thanks for the consideration you have bestowed on my case, 
and for the advice you have so kindly ^ven me on tliis, to me, 
most important subject. I now tliink it my duty to lay the 
whole matter before you, and hope your goodness will excuse 
this intrusion upon your time and attention. 

"Ever since my conversion to Gk)d in the year 1794, and, 
indeed, for a much longer period, I have been strongly im- 
pressed with an idea that I should be called to the work of 

* Mr. Mather brought up his own son to it, of which bold action, on the 
part of a poor Methodist preacher, Mr. Pawson, sixty years ago, thought it 
tteceaaary to render an explanation and a defense. 
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the ministry. This impresuon oontinued to follow me with 
such increasmg force that, after much prayer and oonsideration, 
and after taking the opinion of my Christian friends, I thought 
it my duty to make the attempt, which I did, with much fear 
and trembling, in August last. The conviction that I am 
called to preach has ever since been more and more dear ; and, 
encouraged by the unanimous opinion of my friends, and espe- 
cially by the advice of Mr. Thompson, Brother Heywood, and 
others of our local preachers, I have exercised my little talent 
as often as opportunity has occurred ; not, however, without 
frequently feeling such fears and anxieties, and such a con- 
sciousness of my inability, that nothing but a sense of duty 
could have induced me to persist. 

'' It was in November last that Mr. Barker first proposed to 
me to go out as a traveling preacher at Conference. This 
proposal Mr. Tliompson soon afterward repeated, and strongly 
advised me to comply, as did also Mr. Barber, Mr. Marsden, 
and other friends. I have seriously weighed the subject, and 
have made it a matter of earnest and continual prayer from 
that time to this. On the one hand, I consider my youth 
(being now only about twenty), the little progress I have 
made in the ways of God, my unfaithfulness to Di>Tne grace, 
my inexperience and want of practice in preaching, and the 
imspeakable importance of the work ; and these reflectiona al- 
most deter me from entertaining the idea. On the other hand, 
I consider the danger of shrinking from what, after all, I can 
not help thinking to bo my duty, and of refusing to comply 
with what seems to all my friends to be the call of Providence. 
On the whole, therefore (though with much fear of running 
before I am sent), recollecting the promises of Divine support 
and assistance, and that my sufficiency must be in Gk)d, I think 
the conviction of my mind is clear that I ought to comply with 
the proposal ; that I can never be at rest unless I devote my- 
self wholly to the work of €k)d ; and that the life of a Metho- 
dist preacher, all circumstances considered, is that in which I 
shall be most holy, happy, and usefiil. 

" From one of the considerations above mentioned, viz., my 
inexperience and want of practice in preaching, I have oftien 
thought it would be better to stay another year, and to go out 
in August, 1800, at which time, with the blessing of God, I 
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might be more fit for taking a cirooit. Such a determination, 
indeed, I had aknost made in my own mind ; but I could not 
rest while I thought of adhering to this resolution ; and, upon 
reconsidering the matter with my friends, I think I have seen 
reason to alter it. You are aware that I now live in the house 
of Dr. Percival, of Manchester. The last time I spoke to him 
on the subject, the plan he recommended me was this : that I 
should stay with him till midsummer, 1790; that I should 
then prosecute my medical studies for a year in London or 
Edinburgh; and, in the year 1800, return and settle in Man- 
chester. Now, sir, to spend a year from June, 1799, in finish- 
ing my medical education, with the fixed intention of aban- 
doning medicine forever in August, 1800, would be a most 
tmjustifiable waste both of time and of money, to which my 
conscience, and my duty to a widowed mother and two sistei*?, 
would hardly allow me to consent ; and, even if Dr. Percival, 
whose kindness to me is almost paternal, were willing to alter 
his plan — ^for we never entered into any absolute agreement, 
rither written or verbal — and would permit me to stay with 
him in Manchester another year, it would still be a waste of 
time ; for I am here so unavoidably confined, and so much de- 
barred from opportunities of exercising, being obliged to attend 
the doctor as an amanuensis almost as much on Sundays as on 
other days, that I should not have much more practical knowl- 
edge of preaching a year hence than I have now. At least, I 
might improve myself more in three n\onths, were I in a cir- 
cuit, than I could in twelve while I remain here. 

^As to abandoning jny hopes of medical success, though 
not one young man in ten, perhaps, has so flattering prospects 
in that way as myself, I can, blessed be Gk)d, freely and cheer- 
fuDy give them up, if He calls for the sacrifice. Gold is dust 
compared to souls ; and if, through mercy, I may be happily 
mstrumental in bringing souls to Qodj I trust I anf content to 
forego all worldly advantages, and to suffer for IGm, by His 
grace, the loss of all things. 

" Prom the above statement, you will perceive, sir, the deli- 
cacy of my situation with respect to Dr. Percival. I do not 
see how I can, with propriety, inform him of my resolution to 
leave his fimiily, unless I have as much certainty as the nature 
of the case will admit of my being received and appointed to 
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a circuit at the next Conference. Another difficulty arises also 
with respect to my dear mother and sisters, to whom (my 
father being dead, and I his only son) my occasional presence 
and assistance are almost essentially necessary. 

" Having thus unrcser^'odly laid before you all the circum- 
stances of my case, I have only to apologize for the length of 
this letter, and to request that you will be kind enough to 
favor me with an answer to the three following queries, viz. : 

^' 1. Do you, on the whole, advise me to go out at the next 
Conference ? 

^' 2. If so, how far may I depend on being admitted upon 
trial at the Conference, provided I be satisfactorily recom- 
mended by the Quarterly and District meetings ? 

" 3. Would it be impertinent for me to request and to hope 
that, for the first year, I may bo sent to some circuit at such 
a moderate distance from Manchester as would admit of some 
occasional visits to my mother ? 

" I beg my very affectionate respects to Mrs. M., and shall 
be glad to hear that she, yourself, and your son William are in 
tolerable health. Begging an interest in your prayers tliat the 
Lord may direct and help me, I am, dear and honored sir, your 
very aflfcctionate and much-obliged servant, 

" Jabez BuimKG. 

" P.S. — ^Please to indulge me with your answer in a post or 
two, that I may make my decision before our Quarterly meet- 
ing, which is fixed for Monday next." 

Tlie following is Mr. Mather^s reply, addressed to " Mr. 
Bunting, No. 33 Church Street, Manchester :" 

'< London, March 22d, 1799. 

"My deab Bbothss, — ^Tours (before me) fully silences all 
the fears I suggested to Mr. Marsden, as it proves you have 
had full counsel, and are come to a fixed determination upon 
the business in hand. 

" I send this hasty line that I may be no let to your pro- 
ceeding regularly, as your Quarter day b on Monday, and the 
rather as I see no reason now to suppose your requests will 
not be ftdly agreed to. Meantime, give my love to all my 
brethren, the traveling preachers, with all my other friends 
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and brethren in Mandiester, as if named, to whom I wish 
great" {illegible) " and much prosperity. Tell Brother Hey- 
wood he took a kind of French leave : I made sure of seeing 
him again to say farewelL Our love to him. 

^^ Remember me to your mother and sisters, to whom I hope 
yon will ever prove a dutiful diild and affectionate brother. 
Pray for your (who is joined by his in love to both, and par- 
ticularly ycvr uncle Joseph) ever ready servant in Christ, 

"A. Mathsb." 

A letter to Dr. Perdval, announcing his intention to enter 
the ministry, concludes the notices of this period. 

"Dear aitd honored Sir, — ^I have for some weeks past 
wished to mention to you in person the subject of this letter, 
but have always found myself unable, from a variety of pain- 
ful feelings, to perform that task. I am therefore compelled to 
take this mode of conununicating what it would be culpable 
in me longer to conceal, viz., that I have it in contemplation to 
abandon the study of medicine, and to enter into the ministry 
among the Methodists. 

"This intention, I trust, is the result of mature and impar- 
tial consideration, and of a full conviction that the proposed 
change in my destination will essentially promote the happi- 
ness and usefulness of my future life. The most serious obsta- 
cle to my decision has been the fear that I should not obtain 
from you that concurrence and approbation which I anxiously 
wish on this, and on every occasion, to possess. I hope, how- 
ever, that, should you think me to have erred in my views, 
and disapprove of my conduct, you will nevertheless do me the 
justice to believe that I am influenced solely by a sense of what 
appears to be my duty. 

"The period at which, if it suit your arrangements, I should 
wish to be at liberty, is the middle of next July. But I shall 
be solicitous, on this point, scrupulously to consult your con- 
venience ; and, if you particularly desire it, I shall certainly 
think myself bound in justice to stay with you another year. 

" It is with emotions of unspeakable regret that I look for- 
ward to so speedy a termination of my present connection 
with you. I have spent in your household the happiest years 
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of my lifCf and shall never cease to entertain a most gr&teM 
and affectionate respect for you, Mrs. Perdval, and your whole 
fionily. 

^^ Having thus prepared the way for a conversation with yon 
on this subject, I have only to add my warmest thanks for the 
almost paternal kindness with which you have honored me, and 
to subscribe myself, dear sir, your most obliged and aflfection- 
ate servant, J. Bukting. 

" P.S. — ^For the present, permit me 
to request that you will conceal the 
contents of this letter. 



Manchester^ 
April 20th, 1799. 



n 



Dr. Percival, as was to be expected, was not very well pleased 
with the change thus announced ; but he very kindly acqui- 
esced in it ; and my father, having passed through the u«ial 
examination to which candidates for the itinerancy were then 
subjected, was received by the Conference of 1 799 as a ** preach- 
er on trial," and appointed to the Oldham Circuit. 

I have thus ^ven the narrative of my father's call to the 
ministry almost entirely in his own words, and I make no apol- 
ogy for publishing all he has left behind him on the subject, 
even at the expense of some repetitions both of thought and 
language. Sincerity, caution, self-denial, modesty, hmnility, 
decision — ^these are the qualities which strike me as most ob- 
servable in all he wrote about it, whether intended for perusal 
by others, or for the assistance of his own judgment and mem- 
ory. I note, too, his strong sense of the obligation of filial and 
other relative duties, and the subdued and healthy tone of the 
allusions to his own religious experience. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

PROBATION FOB THE MINI8TBY IN THB OLDHAM CIBCUIT. 

Commencement.— John Qanlter.— Timidity.— Devotedness to Study.— Mis- 
cellaneons Correspondence of Jabez Banting, Thomas Preston, George 
Burton, Edward Perdyal, John Hejwood, the Steward of the Liverpool 
Circuit, William Black, Dr. Percivid^ Solomon Ashton, John Crook, and 
John Gaulter. — ^Labors and Success at Oldham. — The Burtons of Mid- 
dleton. 

It was in the month of Angnst, 1709, that Jabez Bnnting 
walked to Oldham, the principal place in his first circuit ; his 
only luggage being a pair of saddle-bags, hung over his shoul- 
der, containing his necessary wearing-apparel, and the books 
required for immediate use. Many a Methodist preiEu^her^s 
whole fortune had, before that day, been carried in like man- 
ner, the readiest being the best means of transport for those 
who spent half their lifetime on horseback. 

Joseph Redfem, his unde and class-leader, walked with him 
out of his mother's door, and for a considerable distance on the 
road. The old man's heart was ftill, and at a lone spot by the 
wayside he knelt down, asked God's blessing, gave his own, 
and parted. 

My father's first superintendent was John Gaultkr, then 
a minister of fourteen years' standing; president in 1817; a 
hard-working pastor for eighteen years after his election to 
that office ; and then a happy, " worn-out" " supernumerary" 
until 1839, when he died in honor and in peace. My father's 
own hand has recorded upon his tombstone, in the burial- 
ground attached to City Road Chapel, that ^^ he was a man of 
much natural genius and talent, and had acquired, by reading, 
large stores of information ;" that " his piety was active, ar- 
dent, and devout, and his public ministry laborious, impressive, 
evangelical, and eminently successful in the conversion of sin- 
ners to God," while ^*in bis pastoral relations and functions he 
was diligent, affectionate, and useful." The minutes of the 
Conference testify that ^^ his character generally presented a 

£ 2 
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fine union of intellectoal power, devotional feeling, affectionate 
sensibility, and practical diligence.'^ I may add that he was 
one of those great men to whom the Church, when they are 
about to embark in its service, owes rightfully the advantage 
of a systematic training, and who, for want of it, are prevent- 
ed from doing full justice to themselves and to their work. It 
was in the pulpit only, however, and there in respect chiefly of 
the formal arrangement and nice finish of his discourses, that 
any defect was observable ; but there, and every where else, a 
glow of kindly genius played about him, which, together with 
a pleasant, innocent, and imselfish egotism, identified, but, at 
the same time, endeared him to his many friends. " I have 
read every book in the English language," he siud, one day, in 
Conference ; but he wad put to instant confusion by the in- 
quiry, I think, of Mr. Blanshard, the book steward, whether he 
was master of" Tom Thumb." My father writer to him in the 
year 1800, after Mr. Qaulter had left Oldham : " I need not re- 
peat here what I said in Leeds, and what you well know, that 
your presence at the opening in Delph is a sine qua non^ and 
will not, on any account, be excused. We could neither sing, 
nor pray, nor preach, nor beg, nor eat, nor smile, nor sleep 
without you." He was a thorough gentleman, apd his wife a 
lady, and under their roof my father missed none of the amen- 
ities he had enjoyed in Dr. Percival's household. No wonder 
that my father's final record of him was an expression " of ten- 
der and respectful love."' The old man, on his side, was fond 
of boasting that Jabez Bunting was " one of my lads." 

My father has preserved his plans for the whole period of 
his itinerancy. That for the Oldham Circuit was not printed, 
but, having been made by the superintendent, was copied out 
by his colleague for his own use. There were but ten places on 
the " round," the farthest of which was distant six miles only. 

Very few specific traditions can be collected as to his histo- 
ry during the period of his residence at Oldham. It is still 
told, however, how, after a week-night service in a cottage at 
Saddleworth, soon after his arrival in the circuit, he held anx- 
ious talk with the good man of the house (probably it was 
William Greenwood) before he went to bed, and expressed hia 
fears that ^^he should not be able to find materials to hold out 
even for six months ;" and how, locked up in the ^^ prophet's 
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Toom'^ the whole of the sneceeding day — ^his meal-times forgot- 
ten by the good people below, because a firightful flood swept 
through the yale, and forbade their thinking of any thing but 
their lives and goods — ^he came down late in the afternoon, all 
unconscious of the stir, and set off to his next place. In this 
circuit, too, he first " stood by his order." When some ques- 
tions were mooted in the Quarterly meeting, during the discus- 
sion of which the preachers were expected to retire, he boldly 
refused to do so ; and it was declared by one astonished and 
angry brother that ^^ a good old rule had that day been set 
aside to please that proud son of Adam, Jabez Bunting." This 
pleasant episode remained for many years recorded in the cir- 
cuit-book, but has been torn out. 

Six weeks after he got into his circuit he corresponded with 
his recent pastor, Mr. Barber, then removed to Rotherham. I 
think both letters worth preserving. 

^'Oldhiun, Sept 2dd, 1799. 

" My dsas Sib, — ^Though I intended speedily to avsdl myself 
of the privilege of your occasional correspondence which you 
kindly offered to me when I left Manchester, yet I should not 
so soon have troubled you with a letter but at the desire of my 
honored mother. She has never received any acknowledgment 
for the board of Mr. and Mrs. Shelmerdine during the Confer- 
ence. As her circumstances will not permit her, on this occa- 
sion, to act up to her feelings and wishes, she is under the un- 
pleasant necessity of requesting your interference. Perhaps a 
line from you (if possible, by return of post) to the person who 
promised you to defray the expense of this business, reminding 
him of his engagement, and urging him to the immediate ful- 
fillment of it, would be the best way of terminating the mat- 
ter, and it would be esteemed as a particular obHgation both 
by my mother and myself. 

^ I have now been nearly six weeks in this circuit, and, upon 
the whole, have been agreeably disappointed. I fully expected 
that the first three months, at least, would have been a season 
of uninterrupted darkness and discouragement. I bless God, 
He has been ' better' to me ' than my boding fears.' Though 
I have had trials and exercises unusually severe, I have also re- 
ceived uncommon consolation and support, and, at some times, 
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my work has been inexpressibly deHghtfol to me. Hie most 
distressing temptation t^t now assails me arises from my nd- 
ther seeing nor hearing any striking or lasting fruit of my lit- 
tle labors. Perhaps, however, I am too impatient in this, and 
I live in hope that I shall not long be permitted ^ to labor in 
vain, or spend my strength for naught.' Through the mercy 
of God, I am more than ever satisfied as to my call to the work, 
and am fully persuaded that my decision in this matter was 
agreeable to the Divine will. This clear conviction that I am 
in the way of Providence tends more than any thing else to 
encourage and support me, for I can not doubt that the path 
of duty will ultimately be that of happiness and success. I 
think that the following lines accurately express the breathings 
of my soul : * O may I every mourner cheer,' etc.* 

^^ We have a tolerable prospect of good being done in most 
parts of our circuit. Our congregations in general are upon 
the increase, and many of the people are alive to €k>d. We 
want, however, more of what, in l^bmchester, they caQ the spir- 
it of the revival ; more of a willingness to let Grod work in His 
own way, and to become co-workers with £Gm, however con- 
trary that may be to our own preconceived notions of order 
and propriety. In this point I am rather unpleasantly situated, 
owing to the divided sentiments of our people upon these sub- 
jects. But I desire to do and know the whole wiQ of GUkL 

^^ I have thus fully opened my mind to you, in the hope that 
you will favor me with such advices and directions as I may 
seem to need. A letter from you would be truly acceptable. 
Mr. Gaultcr joins me in love to yon ; and I remain ever, earn- 
estly begging your prayers, and with affectionate respects to 
Mrs. Barber, my dear sir, your obliged and unworthy brother 
and servant, Jabez Buntino. 

"P.S. — The Manchester folks are highly gratified with 
Messrs. Bradbum and Cooper, and are likely to go on well 
Dr. Coke is there this evening, and will be here to-morrow, on 

* Tho whole stanza, written by Charles Weslej, mns as follows t 
**0 might I every moorncr cheer, 
And trouble every heart of stone ; 
Save, under Thee, the sonls that hear, 
Nor lose, in seeking; them, my own ( 
Nor basely from my calling fly, 
But for Thy Gospel live and die !" 
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Lib way to Irelaiid. Give me leave to ask your opinion of the 
doctor's Commentary, and whether it would be worth my while 
to subscribe for it. At present, I have none but Wesley's and 
Hammcmd's on the New Testament ;• the former too concise, 
and the latter too entirely ciitical to satisfy a Biblical student.'' 

**Both6rham, October 24th, 1799. 
^My ybry dsab Bbotheb, — 

m • • * m ■ 

^I am glad to hear that the Lord has been better to you 
than your fears, and that you have fewer trials and more hap- 
piness than you expected. This is the Lord's doing, and ought 
to encourage you to trust in Him, and excite you to praise 
WxxL The Lord knows whereof we are made, and remembers 
we are but dust ; as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him. As you are fully satisfied respecting 
your call to the work, and that you are where Providence would 
have you to be, you must leave the time of fruit to the Lord« 

^ We are sometimes ready to think no good is doing unless 
sinners are awakened and converted to Qod ; but this is an 
error ; for good is done when the weak are strengthened, the 
tempted succored, the wavering confirmed, and the children 
of God fed with food convenient for them. . And this, per- 
haps, is of as much, if not of more importance than the awaken- 
ing of sinners. At the same time, remember that some men 
are particularly called to this work, and you may be one of 
that number. I am fully convinced that what our friends at 
Manchester call the spirit of the revival is the spirit in which 
we should all live if we wish to be useftil. 

^But you will find that many of the rich, and all the luke- 
warm Methodists will be against it, because they want a re- 
li^on and a mode of worship that will meet the approbation 
of the world. If our ancestors had regulated their opinions 
and conduct according to the judgment of the world, what 
would the Methodists have been at this day ? I am afraid 
that those of our friends who are so desirous of having the 
good opinion of the world have already missed their way, for 
no religion will please them but that of their own stamp. I 
would therefore have you to form your notions from the word 
of truth, and not from what this or that man may say on the 
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subject! Dr. Coko^s Commentary (as far as I am able to jadge 
of it) is likely to be the best extant ; but you must oonsider 
the price, and the length of time it will be in coming out. 

" We are very peaceable in our circuit, but at present have 
no remarkable work of God. I^y colleague* is a truly good 
man, and acceptable to the people, and I hope will be usefuL 

"Please remember mo to your mother and all inquiring 
friends, as opportunity may serve. I am, my dear brother, 
your truly affectionate J. Babhbs.'' 

The late Rev. Thomas Preston, a very steady laborer in 
Christ's vineyard for nearly forty years, had been stationed in 
Manchester during the preceding year, but had removed to 
the Edinburgh Circuit. He writes to my father from Dunbar 
on March 11th, 1800: 

" I am very fond of Scotland, for the many opportunities I 
enjoy of making improvement in useful knowledge. Our c^- 
cult is different from most in England ; we have but three 
places where wo preach on a Sunday — ^Edinburgh, Dalkeith, 
and Dunbar. The preachers in Edinburgh and Dalkeith 
change every fortnight at Dunbar, which is twenty-seven 
miles east of Edinburgh. We stay for three months, except 
the* superintendent, who stays only about one month. Here I 
have to preach five times a week. I take a walk out by the 
sea-side before breakfast, and then sit down to read till three 
or four o'clock in the aflemoon. Divinity, Ecclesiastical His- 
tory, Grammar, and Logic take up my time for the present. 
I find it is not an easy matter to become a sound divine. To 
skim over the surfaoe may be done without much trouble ; 
but I am more than ever convinced that to be a workman 
needing not to be ashamed can not be attained without study, 
method, taste, and application. The people of Scotland, for 
the most part, are a knowing, sensible people, but there is not 
that depth of piety which knowledge requires to keep it in its 
proper place. But there is no necessity that a preacher should 
drink into their spirit ; and the more he is spiritual in his con- 
versation, the more he is respected by them. I believe the 
Lord hath called me to the work of the ministry ; but I oflen 
tremble at the thought. Important trust ! to have the care 

* The late Bev. Charies Gloyno. 
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of souls — BOuIs immortal, and bought with the blood of Christ 
--^oiils that most stand before the Judge of all, and meet me 
Defore Him — souls that must be acquitted or condemned by 
the very word I preach ! Never court popularity. Always 
seek the good of souls ; and, while your eye is single, you will 
not only have the approbation of God, but also of good men." 
From a letter addressed by my father to his friend Edward 
Percival, then at St. John's College, Cambridge, and dated 
April 18th, 1800, I extract as follows: "You are perfectly 
right in supposing that Oldham is not ' the birth-place of gen- 
ius.' I am not, however, by any means destitute of agree- 
able society. Mr. Gaulter, my colleague and superintendent, 
in whose house I dwell, is a most pleasing and intelligent com- 
panion. My situation, on the whole, is a very comfortable 
one, but it is doubtless made more so than it otiierwise could 
be by the clear conviction of my mind that I am in the path 
of duty, and that my present profession is that in which I can 
be most happy and most useful. The improvement in my 
health has been great indeed, and may be ascribed to the good 
air, and to the constant exercise on horseback which I am 
compelled to take. I rejoice most cordially in the accounts 
whifih your letter conveys, and which have been confirmed 
from other sources, of your health and happiness at Cam- 
bridge. Your introductions to Mr. Smyth and others were 
peculiarly fortunate and valuable. A collegiate life is emi- 
nently favorable to the attainment of literary and scientific ex- 
cellence, and I am sure you will not fail to improve its advan- 
tages. Last week I read with great pleasure Mr. Hall's Ser- 
mon on Modem Infidelity. The discourse does him much 
honor, both as to its matter and its composition, and justifies 
the high character you had given him as a preacher. The 
Baptists of Cambridge seem to be particularly fortunate in the 
choice of their ministers. Mr. Hall's predecessor, Robert Rob- 
inson, was a man of uncommon genius,* though perhaps a lit- 

* So also thotight one of my father's most excellent friends. After qaot- 
inii; in a metropolitan pulpit some of Robinson's writings, he proceeded : 
'* Poor Robinson ! He was a great man, bat ho fell into heresy. Great 
men are in great danger. The Lord preserve me !*' My father himself 
once said in the coarse of a sermon, ** We do not hold with that insinuating 
bat highly dangerous writer, Robinson, formerly of Cambridge, that erery 
man who nnderstands the Gospel has a right to preach it.'* 
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tie too violent in the expression of his Nonconformist princi- 
ples." 

In the April of this year his friends James Wood and Gtoorge 
Burton, both already local preachers, took a preaching tonr in 
Yorkshire. It seems that both then intended to enter the nun- 
istry, a circumstance of great interest to those who watched 
Mr. Wood's subsequent career. *^ Surely," Mr. Burton wrilesi 
*^ there is no employment under heaven so excellent and profit- 
able as that of preaching the glorious Gospel of Christ. We 
seem to be both determined to get quit of the world as so<»i 
as we can, to be engaged in the good work together." 

John Heywood, another member of the Young M^s So- 
ciety in Mimchester, had already commenced his itinerant 
course in the Macclesfield Circuit, btlt the state of his health 
compelled him soon to abandon it. My father writes to him 
on May 6th, 1800. I give a very few extracts. The writer*s 
connection, in later life, with the Evangelical Alliance, and 
with public afi&drs generally, entitles them to notice. After 
giving other reasons why he could not comply with his friend's 
wish to meet him in Manchester on an assigned Wednesday, 
he proceeds : 

"It was my turn on the days you were there to be at Tun- 
stead and Moscly, and on the Wednesday JMr. Gaulter and 
myself were previously engaged to dine with Mr. Coles, a Cal- 
vinist minister in that neighborhood, together with Mr. Black- 
bum, the Independent minister of Delph, and Mr. Hargreaves, 
a Baptist minister of Ogden. With these gentlemen we have 
for some time kept up a friendly connection, meeting at each 
other's houses once a month, and discussing, after dinner, some 
theological subject. This plan, if properly conducted, may, I 
think, upon the whole, be entertaining and profitable. Mr. 
Gaulter and myself are most decided Arminians, and, there- 
fore, all disputed points are carefully excluded from our con- 
versation, though, if they were not, there would be little danger 
of their converting us to their creed. On account of various 
untoward circumstances, it is not at present in my power to 
change with you ; I do not yet, however, give up the idea, 
though I am imable to fix any time for carrying it into execu- 
tion. Whenever I can with propriety accomplish it, I shall be 
glad to seize the opportunity. I confess, however, I am much 
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afraid of the Macclesfield pulpit and congregation, and I hardly 
know whether I dare make the attempt. There seems to have 
been a very general, and, indeed, a very just alarm throughout 
the kingdom, occasioned by Mr. Taylor's proposed Bill* for 
amending the Toleration Act. I am happy to assure yon, on 
the authority of two letters I have received— one from Mr. 
Ta^^or himaelf, dated April 15th, the other dated April 29th, 
from his attorney, Mr. Ward, of Durham, who is a steady 
Methodist — ^that the measure is, for the present, at least, aban- 
doned. On the same authority, I learn that a still severer bill, 
threatened to be introduced by some members of administra- 
tion, is also dropped. The Lord reigneth. Mr. Bradbum con- 
tinues to recover from his late dangerous indisposition. I 
heard his charity sermon on Easter Sunday; and, though ho 
said many excellent things in an excellent way, I did not think 
that he did justice either to his own talents or to his subject. 
This is partly accounted for by what I have since learned, that 
he preached in exquisite pain, arising from the gout, which had 
then commenced its attack upon him. We have considerable 
prospects of success in Middleton. Our congregations and so- 
cieties are still on the increase. Send me all the news you can. 
To a Methodist, nothing which concerns Methodism can be un- 
interesting." 

Toward the close of the year the steward of the Liverpool 
circuit sought my father's consent to his being stationed there 
after the ensuing Conference. I give a specimen of countless 
replies to similar applications. 

"Jnly 17th, 1800. 

** Dkab Sir, — ^I regret that various urgent engagements have 
prevented me from returning a more early answer to your oblig- 
ing letter. My best thanks are due to the brethren at Liver- 
pool for the request they have been pleased to address to the 
C<»iference respecting me. Your circuit is, on many accounts, 
a most desirable one to a young man, and the only personal 
objections I feel to it arise from two drcumstances : first, a fear 

* " Sammy" Hick*8 Life contains a lively narratiTo of the intenriews of 
tUftt excellent but eccentric man with Mr. Michael Angelo Taylor on the 
■nliiect of this bill. My father made a copiona abstract of the bUl in bis 
own haadwxitiDg. 
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lest SO inexperienced a preacher as myself should not be able to 
minister with sufficient acceptance to congregations so respect- 
able and intelligent ; and, secondly, the situation of my mother, 
who is a widow and lives in Manchester, and to whom my oc- 
casional presence and assistance in the management of her 
£Eunily concerns will bo necessary during the ensuing year. I 
ought also to inform you that the affectionate people among 
whom I now labor have petitioned the Conference not to re- 
move me from my present station. On the whole, however, I 
cheerfully submit myself to the direction of Providence and to 
the appointment of the Conference, earnestly praying that the 
will of the Lord may be done. I am, dear sir, with great re- 
spect, most affectionately yours, Jabez Buihiko." 

A letter from Dr. Percival to my father, and his reply to it, 
confer equal honor on both the writers : 

" My dear Fkiend, — ^You are soon to remove from Oldham, 
and in a new situation may not have what you now enjoy there 
— a library to consult for your improvement. Permit me, there- 
fore, to request your acceptance of the inclosed bank-note for 
the purchase of such books as may be peculiarly interesting to 
you in your present theological pursuits. Assure yourself of 
my sincere and cordial concern for your welfare, and that I 
shall always rejoice in an opportunity of promoting your hap- 
piness and advancement in life ; for I am, with true esteem 
and attachment, your most affectionate friend, 

" Thos. Perctval. 

«* Friday, May Ist, 1801." 

*' Saturday Evening, 7 o'clock. 
'^ My dear and honored Sir, — ^I am at a loss for worda to 
express the sense I feel, as of your many past favors, so espe- 
cially of the recent proof of your goodness. The letter with 
which you have just honored me, and its very liberal indosure, 
have made the strongest impressions of gratitude on my mind, 
and it will ever afford me the highest satisfaction to evinoe 
that gratitude by any little offices of respect and affection 
wliich it shall be in my power to render to you or your excel- 
lent family. I much regret that, on the present occasion, my 
urgent professional duties prevent me from attending you 
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r^olarly as I should wiah. But, for the kind indulgence with 
which you have received, both now and formerly, my imperfect 
services, and for the generous present which demands from me 
this note of acknowledgment, accept the warmest thanks of, 
dear and honored sir, your much obliged and ever affectionate 
humble servant, J. Bunting.'^ 

During this year my father formed a lasting friendship with 
the late Rev. William Black, then on a visit to this country 
from the scene of his arduous labors in British North America. 
Of the now strong and active Methodism in the eastern prov- 
inces of that important portion of the empire he is justly re- 
garded as the founder. While he was attending the Confer- 
ence in London, my father wrote to him at some length ; but 
in this, as in other cases, I quote but a few sentences. 

"Oldham, Jnlj 80th, 1800. 
^* My letter will, at least, be accepted as an expression of that 
warmth of Christian affection and esteem which I shall ever 
feel toward you. Unworthy as I am of your friendship, I trust 
that a blessed eternity wiU confirm and perfect the attachment 
which my present short acquaintance with you has inspired, 
and that, however separated on earth, we shall together spend 
an everlasting existence. There are few points of view in 
which heaven appears to me more desirable than when it is 
considered as the general assembly and Church of the first- 
bom ; the commcHi home of all the excellent of the earth, col- 
lected from the east, from the west, from the north, and from 
the south, made much more excellent than they were, and 
united to each other in the most close and endearing intimacy. 
There to meet again with those who were here our companions 
in the kingdom and patience of Jesus ; there to recommence 
the mutual exercises of a pure and holy friendship with the for- 
mer associates of our earthly pilgrimage; to renew our ac- 
quaintance with some whom here we only casually and tran- 
siently knew ; and to be for the first time introduced to the ac- 
quaintance of others of the Lord's redeemed, whom, perhaps, 
we never saw or heard of— these are prospects of the most 
pleasing and animating nature. When I think of them, I bless 
the Father of my spirit that ever I was bom, and rejoice in the 
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hope of the glory which shall be revealed* The Conference 
has, I suppose, by this time, made some considerable progress 
in the dispatch of its business. Many petitions have been o& 
fercd up to Gk)d for His blessing on your deliberations, llie 
fast-day on Monday was observed in this circuit with much 
solemnity, and our meetings for prayer were well attended.'' 

In a letter addressed to his friend Heywood on August 5th, 
1800, ho expresses his satisfaction with his own appointment 
for a second year to Oldham, and tells the news he had re- 
ceived from Conference. '^ A law was unanimously passed, of 
which I much approve, prohibiting theatrical singers from be- 
ing employed in our chapels. After a warm and long debate, 
it was determined by a large majority to send, as a distinct 
body, an address of congratulation to the king on his late es- 
cape from assassination. The speakers were, for it, Benson, 
Bradbum, etc. ; those against it, Clarke, Moore, Rutherford, 
Jenkins, Bradford, Gaulter, etc. The subjects of noisy meet- 
ings and female preachers were discussed at great length." 
I note how readily Benson had adapted himself, in the coarse 
of five years, to tlie idea of " a distinct body." 

" Brother Solomon Ashton," another member of the Yonng 
Men's Society, had now been sent into the Lancaster Circuit, 
and wrote a long account of his troubles : " At my first en- 
trance in thiig circuit all seemed dark ; no horse, no friend ; ftill 
of reasoning in my own breast ; thus on foot I went." Then 
he describes the places to which his weary walks were direct- 
ed, including KcndaJ, Sedbergh, and Settle : eighty-two miles, 
and eleven sermons, the first week ; forty-three miles, and nine 
sermons, the second ; and fifty-nine miles, and seven sermons, 
the third; the fourth being principally spent in Lancaster. 
"This was my first month's work on foot. The fatigue of 
walking and talking, rain by day, damp beds by night, etc^ 
have caused me to suffer very much in health. Whether I 
shall be able to stand traveling is matter of doubt. Through 
grace I am resolved to die in the harness.^'* " One of our 
friends offered the loan of a young horse, but I was not willing 
to receive it until it had been in the hands of some breaker. 
It has killed itself. I have now bought one." Every thing at 
once takes a happier turn. " Our congregations are very much 
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increased; our prospects brighten; we have joined thirty. 
Qod is yet with ns. Yours in endless love," etc. 

From Birmingham, early in 1801, John Cbook, the ^'apos- 
tle or' Methodism in '' the Isle of Man," wrote to my father a 
pathetic and an affectionate letter, relating his own many in- 
firmities, and the impoverished condition of the people in that 
circuit. ^^The society is so poor here that the steward has 
run in arrear with Mr. Suter eight pounds for diet-money for 
us ; and things are so bad that I Imow not when he can be 
paid." Alexander Suter was the superintendent, and the fa- 
ther of a son bearing his own name, whose subsequent resi- 
dence in Halifax made that town a home to every preacher 
that visited it, and whose genial and hospitable hearth was a 
centre of intelligence and happiness. 

Mr. Gaulter had left the circuit at the Conference of 1800, 
and was succeeded by James Rooebs, the story of whose con- 
version and call to the ministry is related in the volumes to 
which I have before alluded. He was a man of great respect- 
ability both of talent and of character ; but his health soon 
broke down, though he continued to itinerate. ^' What in- 
jured my constitution a second time," he narrates, ^^was a 
journey which I took to the Isle of Bute when I was stationed 
at Edinburgh. I was hard put to it for food ; and, having 
nothing that I could relish, I employed a poor woman to gath- 
er for me a kind of shell-fish, about half the size of cockles, 
which was my chief support until I was able to return to the 
main land." He married two saints in succession; and per- 
haps the death-bed of his first wife, as recorded by himself, 
taught lessons as well calculated for general use as those con- 
veyed by the " Life and Letters of Mrs. Hester Ann Rogers," 
which have attained so large a circulation. He was one of the 
few who witnessed the last moments of Wesley. My father 
agam observed in him the grave and godly spirit of an old 
Methodist preacher. 

Mr. Gaulter writes to his young friend early in 1801 in a 
very triumphant tone, stating that he had received a letter 
firom Dr. Coke, who was then in America. He says, " The 
doctor brings strange things to my ears : a Methodist preach- 
er of the name of Lyall (so his name is spelled in the American 
nunutes) is chosen the chaplain of the Congress. The doctor's 
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own words are, ^ Brother Lyall, one of our elders, has been 
elected lately chaplain of the Congress by a great majority. 
He preaches in the Congress Hall, in Washington, on Son- 
days.'* What a rise from obscurity to notice, fix)m contempt 
to honor I The good doctor is flushed with delight, and it cer- 
tainly forms an epoch in the history of Methodism. Perhaps 
I may yet live to see my friend Bunting a doctor, and chapkdn 
to an imperial parliament. My prayer shall ever be. Give os 
not honor without grace. I am happy to hear that Mr. Bant- 
ing appears with his aecustomed honor in the pulpit. We 
have had the Rev. Miss Barritt here;f and, as usual, a mighty 
stir I and, consequently, a number of professions of conversion ; 
and, as you may believe, we are neither worse nor better for 
it. In one of our country societies we have a pleasing work. 
I have seen few such : all the marks of the flnger of God are in 
it." Mr. Gaulter then rejoices " in the financial revolution in 
Leeds. It was time each preacher's wife had four guineas per 
quarter, each child two guineas, each servant twelve guineas^ 
(a year), " and the weekly allowance for every preacher eleven 
and sixpence. This many of the people have long desired. 
When shall I see you ? Do come over. I need not say there 
is not a man in England I love so well.L' 

My father never regretted the two years he spent in Old- 
ham. The people were plain, simple, and hearty, and there 
were a few Methodist families of the more intelligent class of 
inhabitants. . The circuit then stretched over the bleak hills 
and into the romantic valleys which divide Lancashire from 
Yorkshire, and both mountaineers and dalesmen had a keen 

♦ I can not bnt think of the namo and talents of another American Meth- 
odist minister, the Rev. W. H. Milburn, the blind chaplain to the American 
Congress, whoso recent visit to this country excited so great an interest, 
and whom I had the pleasure of introducing to my father. 

t A preaching lady, very famous in her time, and undoubtedly very use- 
ful. I heard the late Rev. William Atherton, that somewhat peculiar, but 
thoroughly honest, kind-hearted man, and very able preacher, deliver a fu- 
neral sermon on the occasion of the death of the second Joseph Taylor, of 
whom more hereafter. "God often works by strange instruments,** said 
the preacher, with all possible solemnity. "Balaam was converted by the 
braying of an ass, and Peter by the crowing of a cock, and our lamented 
brother by the preaching of a woman one Good-Friday morning.* This 
"woman** was Mary Barritt. 
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relish for what they thought a good sermon. They were very 
proad of their ybong man ; and he won their affection also, not 
only by his exercises in the pulpit, but by his habitual serenity 
and composure, as well as by his amiabiUty and diffidence. 
The circuit, in later years, lost much by not attempting to gain 
more. But, nearly fifty years after he left it^ my father had 
the great gratification of preaching at the re-opening of the old 
chapel, much enlarged ; and that effort has created another, of 
which an additional chapel is the result. While resident in 
Oldham, he preached six hundred and twenty-eight times in 
his own circuit, and twenty-two times out of it, nearly all the 
latter being charitable occasions. 

I have named Mr. G^rge Burton. £^e was the son of Daniel 
Burton, of Middleton in this circuit, a gentleman of the ancient 
Methodist type, whose daughter, Mary Burton, became the wife 
of my &ther's friend, James Wood, and was for many years a 
pattern of Christian excellence to ladies in superior station. 
Other sons were James Daniel Burton, who died on his rapid 
rise to popularity and usefulness as a Methodist preacher ; the 
Rev. Dr. Burton, minister of All Saints' Church, Manchester ; 
and John Burton, best known as of Middleton, who waits, in 
the cloudless twilight of the eve of life, for his reward, "not 
of debt, but of grace." His son, John Daniel Burton, after 
rendering many services to Methodism, received an early rec- 
ompense. To no family, except to h^ own, was my father 
bound by more affectionate and lasting ties. 
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CHAPTERIX. 

PBOBATIOK FOB THE lONISTIlY IN THE ICAOCiLESFIELD GIBCUIT. 

Appointment to Macclesfield. — Extensive Circnit. — ^Difficulties. — Mr. and 
Mrs. Allen. — Colleagues. — Jeremiah Brettell. — ^Thomas Hntton. — Jo> 
seph Entwisle. — Greorge Morlej. — Methodism in the manufacturing Dis- 
tricts. — Correspondence of Jabcz Bunting, Greoige Marsden, Gaulter, and 
James Wood. — Offer of an Incumbency in the Established Church. — ^Let- 
tcrs to a Fellow-probationer and to Mr. Whitaker. — ^Dr. McAll. — ^Farther 
Correspondence with Dr. Disney Alexander, Robert Lomas, Bichard 
Rcece, and others. — Labors at Macclesfield. — ^Thoughts. of Marriage. — 
Memoranda in reference to it. — ^Elngagement. — Sarah Maclardie. — Ordi- 
nation. — Discussions as to his next Appointment. — ^Were his Orders 
valid? 

By the Conference of 1801 my father was appomted to the 
Macclesfield Circnit, distant from Manchester about twenty 
miles. This was a very wide field of action. Three weeks 
were occupied by the usual round of the itinerant preachers, 
which embraced a considerable portion of the Peak of Derby- 
shire, and of what is now known as the Northern Division cf£ 
Cheshire. The rides through the former district during the 
stem winter seasons tried his constitution to the utmost. I 
have commonly remarked that men accustomed to active intel- 
lectual exercise are habitually either of keen or of very delicate 
appetite. My Either came within the latter class; and the 
rough dainties of the country, notwithstanding the hearty wel- 
come which seasoned them, were often utterly repulsive, and 
still oftener, when received in reciprocal kindness, rather hurt- 
ful than nutritious. Indeed, he would have perished of hunger 
or of indigestion but for the wholesome bacon, and the thin, 
soft oat-cake which were the ordinary diet of the people ; and, 
to the last, these were among his &vorite luxuries. But his 
health sank under the discipline ; and he used often and grate- 
fully to declare that he owed his life to the affectionate nursing 
of Mrs. Allen, long ago departed. At the house of her husband 
he was kindly accommodated, and treated as a son during long 
periods of time together. Mr. Allen was a hearty member and 
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friend of the society in Macclesfield. Some years ago he pur- 
chased two houses for permanent occupation by ministers. A 
thousand other acts of kindness to the Church, to its ministers, 
and to the poor of the flock have embalmed his name and mem- 
ory. My father continued in this circuit also for two years. 
His colleagues, during the first, were Jeremiah BretteU and 
Thomas Hutton ; and during the second, Joseph Entwisle and 
George Morley. 

Jebemiau Bbettell has been dead thirty years. I remem- 
ber him a tall, thin, and ancient-looking man, very neat in his 
dress, and very affectionate in his manner. He was bom in 
1753, and was brought to a " serious concern for salvation" by 
the teaching and example of his elder brother, an itinerant 
preacher. After many dark and discouraging reasonings, ^^ I 
remember one evening," he says, in his own brief notices of his 
life, '^ when the moon was rising in her glory, musing upon and 
singing those lines of Addison — 

" * Soon as the erening shades prevail. 
The moon takes up the wondrous tale, 
And, nightly, to the listening earth, 
Repeats the story of her birth.' 

I felt a sweet and heavenly influence to rest upon my mind. 
Suddenly this hope sprang up — God loves me, after all my wan- 
derings from Him. Fear vanished ; peace flowed into my soul ; 
and I was comforted with the conviction that God loved me 
through the atonement of His Son." Bradbum was stilled into 
seriousness by looking at some decayed flowers, and Brettell 
filled with hope and peace as the nightly heavens revealed to 
him God^s changeless ordinances, while Wesley's " heart" was 
** strangely warmed"* into the life of love and holiness ere yet 
the echoes of the anthem at St. Paul's had died away upon his 
ears. Lessons these for all who despise the beautiful, and in- 
sist that a religion rich in sympathies shall steel itself against 
its own instinctive yearnings after Nature, and after Nature's 
interpreters, Music and the Arts If 

• We8le7*8 " Joiinial8,"ToL i., p. 103. 

t "Monday, March 29," 17jB2, says Wesley (Journals, vol. iv., p. 223), 
" I came to Biacdesfield just time enough to assist Mr. Simpson in the la- 
borions Mrvice of the day. I preached for him morning and afternoon, and 
we administered the sacrament to abont thirteen hundred persons. Wbsi^ 

VOL.L— F 
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Brettell began to " travel" in 1 7 74. Thomas Mitchell, a vet- 
eran itinerant gave him a friendly caution at starting. " I im- 
derstand that you are going to travel. You will sometimes be 
a gentleman in the morning, and a beggar at night." He was 
appointed to Ep worth. " Before I set ofl^" he says, " I bought 
a horse upon credit of a preacher who was just going to Amer- 
ica : fortunately for me the money was never demanded, nor 
could I ever learn to whom it was due." Horses were the 
standing temptation of those times. Brettell records many 
conflicts of mind, but states, " My apprehensions were the stron- 
gest when my horse and myself were in danger of sinking in 
the bogs while crossing the fens." At the next Conference the 
two brothers were sent to Ireland. " After visiting my native 
place," the younger continues, " and taking leave of my friends, 
we set offl And now the sale of my horse, which I had upon 
credit, served to bear my expenses to Ireland, and to procure 
another there." In two years he was thoroughly tired out, 
and suffered from a nervous fever ; but after six weeks of al- 
most perpetual sleep he began to recover, and became i^ain fit 
for work. He was present at the Leeds Conference of 1784, 
when " a little dispute took place between Mr. Wesley and four 
of the preachers. Mr. Fletcher appeared as a peacemaker with 
the preachers who were to blame ; he talked with them, and 
fell on his knees before them ; they were struck with his hu- 
mility and affection, and were melted down into a spirit of rec- 
onciliation. In 1 7 85 BretteU was appointed to Bristol. " Here," 
he writes, " I became more acquainted with Mr. Charles Wes- 
ley, as he generally spent some months in Bristol every summer. 
This society was, at that time, I suppose, the most opulent in the 
kingdom. Mr. Charles Wesley, being of High-Church princi- 
ples, did not conceive how the good work, begun in his day, 
could be carried on without the guidance of pious clergymen. 
When he met the society he used to exhort them to abide in 
the Church, and ventured to say that, on his death and that of 
his brother, the Methodist preachers would divide ; some would 

we were administering, I heard a low, soft, solemn sonnd, jnst like that of 
an ^olian harp. It continued five or six minutes, and so affected many 
that thcj could not refrain from tears. It then gradually died awaj. 
Strange that no other organist (that I know) should think of this.*' The 
organist on this occasion was my grandfather, iBneas Hadardie. 
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go into the Church, and others settle as Dissenting ministei*s ; 
but the people must abide in the Church, and they would get 
safe to land. He did not know the piety and stability of the 
preachers so well as his brother did. When I heard him ad- 
dress the society thus, I thought the people could not love us, 
and felt somewhat discouraged. I had left a lively, affectionate 
people in the North, and thought the society in Bristol, hearing 
these reflections upon the preachers, must be very different. I 
mentioned this to my colleagues, and they told me that Mr. 
Charles Wesley had been long accustomed to speak in this man- 
ner, and that few or none took any notice of it. But his re- 
marks, no doubt, laid the foundation, in some degree, for that 
partial separation which took place in Bristol a few years after, 
when some alterations became necessary on the death of his 
brother." 

I must leave the Arminian Magazine for 1789 to tell how 
Mr. Easterbrook,* Vicar of the Temple Church, Bristol, to- 
gether with Brettell and five other valiant Methodist preachers 
(two vicars and the precentor of the Cathedral declining the 
contest), encountered and defeated divers evil spirits, male and 
female, which had possessed themselves of the body of one 
Creorge Lukins. St. Ambrose must have labored under some 
mistake when he asserted that souls have no sexes. 

In 1793 Brettell was stationed with Benson in Manchester. 
"The good work prospered much under that man of God, Mr. 
Benson. Many souls were awakened, and brought strongly to 
know and love God. At one time, in particular, when at the 
Salford" (now called the Gravel Lane) " Chapel, an uncommon 
miction attended the prayer after the sermon. He was led to 
plead with God that every soul in that place might be saved, 
and I believe every one present was deeply affected under the 
influence of the Divine Spirit." 

Those who wish to know his thoughts at the termination of 
his next appointment may read them in a note. They are 
those of a Methodist preacher of the old school.f In 1801 he 

• The only clergyman of whom I ever heard who had preached in every 
house in his parish. It was very extensive, bat he accomplished the work 
m two years. 

t "We had considerable trials from those who were degenerated by Jac- 
^ nW^ poUtica, and zeal for a new system of religions goremment, and 
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retired from very active service, but for eighteen years more 
he filled well the peculiar sphere of usefulness open to a super- 
numerary minister ; the kind but inofficious counselor of his 
sons in the Gospel ; the friend and visitor of the people, espe- 
cially of those like himself, on the near look-out for heaven ; 
an occasional and always willing preacher; and a pattern of 
mature and peaceful godliness. Joseph Entwisle visited him 
in his last days, and mentions two short sayings, each weighty 
with great thoughts: "I am on the Foundation." "All is 
peace within." 

But I must now speak very briefly of him who wrote this 
record. And who that ever saw that beautiful fac€ — a face 
more angelic than even that of Fletcher, as conveying no idea 
of a painful intensity of feeling — who that looks at it now, in 
the faithful portrait prefixed to the admirable Memoir by his 
son,* can forget Joseph Entwisle ? 

He was born in Manchester, of parents who regularly at- 
tended Dr. Barnes's ministry, and served his apprenticeship to 
Mr. Charles Wood, the founder of the family of that name 
which, five-and-twenty years ago, gave two members to the 
Legislature, and himself a zealous Methodist. John Taylor, 
the foreman of the business, was the chief means of the young 
apprentice's connection with the Methodists. Mr. Entwisle 

felt the anpleasant effects of their opposition in various places. I oboerred 
that persons of irrcf^ilar conduct, and some that bad been excluded from 
the society, became the active agents of this new system of opposition. 
Every effort was made, by pamphlets and misrepresentations, to alienate 
the preachers and people from each other. But, not being able to change 
the government of the Methodist body, all who adopted the new system soon 
left us. I have observed that divisions have occurred from the beginning 
among the Mcthpdist societies, as in all other churches, but they have gen- 
erally been ovemiled for good to the body at large. They have often caused 
litigious and unruly persons to separate themselves, when the lenient disci- 
pline of the body could not easily have effected so desirable an object. 
Nevertheless, divisions in Christian societies are, in themselves, a sore evil, 
and a woe is denounced against those who make them. If persons are not 
satisfied, they should quietly withdraw ; and if they can preach or hear a 
purer doctrine, and establish better rules, and walk by them, they will have 
the Divine sanction ; if not, they will as certainly wither away. We passed 
through these troubles with many painful feelings, but with the affectionate 
support of a pious and established people in Stockport.*' 
* Second edition ; London : John Mason, 1S54. 
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preached his first sermon before he was sixteen years of age, 
snd his last more than fifty-eight years afterward. Perfect 
models are rare; but, to those of his own type of character, he 
may safely be presented as the pattern of a judicious, serene, 
cheerful, and consistent Christian, and of a p^s-taking and 
useful minister. But I should greatly wrong the reader of 
these volumes if any fiuther description of this eminent man 
should prevent the perusal of one of the best pieces of Method- 
ist biography — I speak my father's judgment — which a Church 
rich in the lives of true saints has produced. 

In his Journal of the 24th of October, 1800, Mr. Entwisle 
unrites, "Rode over the dreary moimtains to Oldham, and 
diued there with Mr. Rogers. There I met with Mr. Jabez 
Banting, a townsman of mine. He left great prospects in the 
ivorld, in the medical profession, to become a traveling preacher. 
He is going on his second year, is about twenty-one, is eminent 
for good sense, piety, and ministerial gifts, and promises great 
usefulness. Glory be to God !" 

The acquaintance thus commenced rii>cned into a long and 
happy friendship ; and we shall see that, thirty-four years after 
the meeting at Oldham, Jabez Bunting's cautious judgment 
selected Entwisle as the very best person the connection could 
supply to be the first governor and pastor of the Weslcyan 
Theological Institution. 

I must speak still more briefly of George Morley. His 
biographer — ^and he deserves one — will one day describe, in 
detail, his dignified courtesy of manner, clear and vigorous 
understanding, large and various knowledge, and continuous 
and regular attention to all departments of ministerial duty. 
My father always honored him as the foimder of the first Wes- 
leyan Methodist Missionary Society. At an eventftil crisis, it 
was he who spoke the word which, ere long, planted a thousand 
churches, and civilized whole tribes jmd nations of mankind.* 

^ Mr. Morley organized the Leeds District for missionary objects, and so 
originated our present systematic connectional efforts. But simnltancously, 
if not before the great meeting at Leeds, moneys were raised for the Meth- 
odist Missions by a society formed for the purpose in Birmingham. Tho 
founder of it was the Rev. John F. England, now of Holsworthy, Devon, 
who, having done this great service to Christ's cause, afterward labored 
faithfully as a Missionary in India. He writes, " I had for some time sub- 
■cribed to tho Church Missionary Society, but it struck me as desirable to 
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Thomas Hutton, my father's remaining colleague in the Mac- 
clesfield Circuit, and jilways remembered by him with great 
affection, must be passed over here^i^'ith such notice only as 
might be given of Methodist preachers generally of every race. 
With gil'ts and graces carefully improved, they labor hard and 
long ; they " turn many to righteousness ;" they die well ; and 
they " shall shine as the brightness of the firmament,'' and " as 
the stars forever and ever." 

My father, when at Oldham, had dreaded even an occasional 
exchange, wliich should lead to his occupying the Macclesfield 
pulpit. There was as much reason for this fear as any minis- 
ter need ever entertain. Macclesfield, like Manchester and oth- 
er towTis in that district, was then rising rapidly into import- 
ance as a great seat of industry, and, during the latter half of 
the last century, Methodism seized as its own, though not with 
a selfish cxclusiveness, the places where men gathered thickly 
together. Tlie historians of our country have failed to tdl 
how IVIethodism, with its simple agencies for the conversion of ^^ 

the common people, attended upon the rise of the manufiictor ^^- 

ing system, and, in the dearth or famine of all other provision, ^ ^» 
made safe and beneficial the vast and sudden increase otthe^^^^ 

population and of its means of wealth. It happened according "S* 

ly that, in such towns, many were Methodists w^ho had 
borne to affluence on the advancing wave of commercial 
perity. At Macclesfield in particular, the Daintrys, the Ryles,«5-^=^ 

and families of like consideration — of the generations immedi St.i- 

ately succeeding those which founded their fortunes — ^wercsP^*^ 
among the most intelligent attendants at the Chapel. I havcE^^ '® 
mentioned one name which, no longer represented within onr^ ^^ 
own communion, nobly sustains, in the Church of England, thc*:;^^^ 
Methodist reputation for zeal, fidelity, and success. 

I can glance but hastily at the correspondence of this period-^ -^• 

Soon after my father's entrance into the circuit, he wrote 

tarn my mite into a Wesley an channel. Nothing of the kind existed ii 
Birmingham. Then why not originate one for oorselres? The idei 
warmed in my mind ; I brought it before a circle of fine young men ; thej 
entered heartily into the scheme; and we began." These contributioni^^***' 
were for%varded to the Conference of 1814, with a letter signed " Johi 
YeateSf William Drowley, C. Holt, Treasurers; J. F. England, J. Hard- 
man, Collectors; Thomas Morgan, Samuel Heeley, William Harcoort, - 
Secretaries." 
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Mr. Marsden, then stationed in Manchester. After telling of 
some local strifes, the writer proceeds : " What a strange world 
wc live in ! and the Church of Christ itself, in its present state, 
abounds with occasions of trial and vexation, from which there 
is no adequate refuge but in the sanctuary of God. The per- 
sonal enjoyments of vital religion, and a close private walk with 
Grod, are the only certain sources of pure and lasting pleasure. 
Happy shall we be if the tumults of the world, and the various 
agitations and perplexities of the Church, effectually teach us 
this lesson, and lead us to seek our all of happiness in Him who 
IB our shelter from the tempest and our covert from the storm.'' 

A pleasant letter from Mr. Gaulter relates the story of a visit 
to the former circuit, Oldham. " is, as usual, busy in do- 
ing nothing, but washing his hands in innocency." " Do not 
be too anxious about your success. The work needs you, and 
I know your health will not permit excessive labor. Take care 
of the damp in the mountainous parts of your circuit, particu- 
larly of the beds. I hope God wUl keep you." 

To Mr. Wood my father writes on December 11th, 1801 : " I 
need not, I trust, assure you that I account your acquaintance 
and intimacy to be one of those mercies which the God of mer- 
cy has poured upon me in such rich abundance, and for which 
I shall forever bless Him. I think, and am sure, that hitherto 
our friendship has been mutually profitable to us in the best 
things ; but let us labor that it may become more and more so. 
Do you regularly and fervently pray for me ? This is an office 
of brotherly affection which I never — ^no, never — ^needed more 
than now. I can with truth affirm that, when it is well with 
me, I remember you ; and, indeed, you are never forgotten by 
me. With respect to our heavenly Friend, I think I am begin- 
ning to love Him more, and I do wish to serve Him better. My 
mind has certainly been much quickened in its spiritual pur- 
suits since I came into this circuit. There was, I confess w4th 
shame, much need of a revival of personal religion in me, for I 
feel that no diligence in study, no ministerial acceptance or suc- 
cess, no increase in knowledge, wiU compensate for the absence 
of the power of godliness. I have been preaching to-night on 
Phil., iv., 19, but have never had so dull and comfortless a time 
since I came hither. Perhaps this is to mortify my selfish de- 
pendencies, and to teach me that only * the Spirit giveth life.' 
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However, I have learned to distiDgoish between the personal 
comfort with which my ministrations ai:c performed and their 
usefulness to my hearers. There is often, I believe, much of 
the latter, where there is but little of the former." 

The Young Men's Society in Manchester appears to have 
been partially revived early in 1802. Mr. Wood writes to my 
father, " We had our meeting yesterday morning, when our old 
subject was resumed. Mr. R. L." (Robert Lomas, then a min- 
ister in the Manchester Circuit) " was our president. He is 
truly a great acquisition to our meeting ; the more I know of 
him, the more I am convinced he is a great and good man." 
This " old subject" was discussed in a paper which I place in 
the Appendix ;* the rather so, because it is one of the few spec- 
imens preserved of Mr. Lomas's powers as a logician and as a 
divine. 

The next letter in the scries, written by my father to Mr. 
Wood, contains the following paragraph: "I have lately had 
much of Mr. Home'sf company, and, as my knowledge of him 
becomes more intimate, my esteem and affection for him pro- 
portionably increase. He has various eccentricities ; but ho is, 
after all, in my opinion, a man often thousand. I ^ish he were 
a Methodist preacher, and he, in return, wishes me (would you 
believe it ?) a clergyman. See how we differ ! We have had 
some long and interesting conversations on this point. I will 
tell you all particulars when we meet. I write this in confi- 
dence." 

These " long and interesting conversations" took a practical 
form, and, in course of time, the incumbency of a large Church 
in Macclesfield was offered to my father, with the promise that 
episcopal orders should be procured for him. 

He promptly rejected all such overtures. Not that his con- 
science would, under all conceivable circumstances, have pre- 
vented his embracing them. He must have hesitated long, in- 

♦ See Appendix H, at the end of this volame. 

t The Rev. Melville Horne, then incumbent, in snccession to David Simp- 
son, of Christ Church, Macclesfield. In early life ho had been an itinerant 
Methodist preacher, a curate with Fletcher of Madelej, and a chaplain at 
Sierra Leone. He was an eloquent advocate of the Church Missionary So- 
ciety about the time of its formation. Some notices of him, which need not 
now be read in the controversial spirit in which, very properly, they were 
written, are to be found in the ** Methodist Magazine'* for 1810. 
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deed, before he declared an entire approval of the language of 
some of the offices contained in the Book of Common Prayer, 
especially if he had regarded them as tests of opinion, and not 
fiimply as formularies of devotion, necessarily unsystematic, and 
always capable of being corrected, explained, and harmonized 
by fixed standards of belief.* The truth was that, in respect 
of usefulness, he must have lost more than he could have possi- 
bly gained by conformity ; and there were ties of honor, grati- 
tude, and affection which held him firmly to the Church to 
which his parents belonged. Trained under its influence, and 
an intelligent believer in the truth and purity of its system, he 
never saw any reason for change. Nor was h«^ forgetful of the 
lessons which the history of the connection taught him. A re- 
cent writerf has shown — ^I think conclusively, and to the silenc- 
ing as well of regretM Churchmen as of complainers within 
our own borders — ^that the separation of a society such as that 
of the Methodists from the communion of any establishment in 
which it may take rise is a matter of necessity, even where it is 
not a matter of choice. But, three quarters of a century ago, 
the Church of England, it must be admitted, put do\^Ti Meth- 
odism, or tried to do so, with a hearty good-will. Beaten open- 
ly, nncondenmed, the new sect was thrust, not into prison (the 
age pro\'ided none for such offenders), but out of the pale of 
ecclesiastical citizenship • and there, where he found himself, my 
fether was content to stay, if with no feeling of resentment, yet 
with no desire to return. If privilege and position were lost, 
liberty was won ; and, having been bom free, he chose it rath- 
er. What a parish is the world I As to Episcopacy, I believe 
my father rejoiced just as much to see it prevail among the 
Methodists of America as he would have deplored any effort to 
introduce it among those in England. When its exchmve 
claim, as preferred by some members of the Anglican Church, 
was urged upon him, he examined it once for all, and dismissed 

♦ I do not think that he would hare felt less hesitation if he had been re- 
quired formally to profess his assent to all and every thing contained in the 
seryice-book published by John Wesley. He strongly condemned the abbre- 
riation of the Psalms, and he repudiated, as utterly unscriptural, the prin- 
ciple on which it was vindicated. Like Adam Clarke, he always preferred 
to use the Book of Common Prayer rather than the abridgment of it some- 
ttmec used in oar Sunday-morning worslup. f Mr. Colquhonn. 

F2 
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it. It never raised his anger nor galled his pride. When he 
saw whole armies turn out to meet its ragged regiment of as- 
sertions on one leg, and of assumptions with one eye, he hard- 
ly knew whether the rabble or the soldiery disturbed him more. 
Both blocked up the streets and stopped trade. Why not have 
sent for a policeman to quiet the mob ? 

To a yoimg friend in the ministry he wrote during this peri- 
od, "I thank you for the information your letter affords me 

concerning the Circuits, etc. Such inteUigence can not 

but be interesting to me as a Methodist preacher, and may be 
useful. Your hints about the talents of several of your neigh- 
bors in the ministry are also acceptable. I wish to become as 
generally and accurately acquainted as I can with the preach- 
ers and circuits in our connection. ^'s flights of imi^ina- 

tion are truly ludicrous ; and, indeed, I think that, in general, 
the fewer excursions we make into the regions of metaphor and 
allegory, the better it will be. Plain sense, expressed in plain 

words, without any show of learning, or affectation of rhetori 

cal brilliancy, is most likely to be of ultimate use to our hear- — =" 
ers. Other things may dazzle, but they seldom illuminate or-'*^*^^ 

sanctify I see there must be some comer of our letters* 

appropriated to matrimonial hints and explanations. Notwitl 
standing your hint about the union of 'piety and money,' 
have some doubts whether the latter be so essential, or even so* 
desirable as you seem to suppose. In your case, at all events, _ 
it is not either essential or of prime importance, as you wifl-CJ -*" 
have private income enough, in aid of your receipts from the^^ -*® 
connection, to make you comfortable any where. Therefore, ^'''^^-*» 
unless, not content with competency, you are mad after wealth,^ ^-^ 
which God forbid, you can not do better than direct your 

tention to our amiable friend. Miss ^ supposing that you 

approve of her in all other respects. As to myself, all your wit 
is founded on a mistake. I did not say, at least I could not 
mean to say, that the chains are not yet forged that are to bind 
me, but that none are forged which have actually bound me 
at present ; besides, it is not accurate to speak of wives as 
chains." 

To Mr. Wood my father writes again: "Pray for me. I 
need much help from God. I never in my life felt so much as 
now my absolute dependence upon his favor, and the nothing- 
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ness of every created good in the absence of the Creator. I 
trust I am making some progress in Christ's school. I wish 
to submit to all His discipline and to learn all His lessons. My 
joys are now seldom rapturous, but they increase in solidity 
and steadiness. At all events, this God shall be my God." 

To the same friend, recently married to Miss Burton, he 
says : " The cares of life are apt to divert the attention from 
the care of the soul, and outward comforts, such as Providence 
bas granted to you, too frequently allure the possessors of them 
from God. I trust this will not be the case with you. I pray 
that it may not ; and, as I am never likely to be able, in any 
other way, to testify my grateful sense of the obligations under 
which your friendship has placed me, I will endeavor to do it 
by acting toward you the part of a faithful friend, if I should 
ever have the pain to see you, while busied about many things, 
grow weary and faint in your mind concerning the one thing 
ueedful. I entreat you to perform the same brotherly office 
toward me, and to ^yatch oyer me in love." 

Soon afterward Mr. Gaulter discusses cpnnectional politics 
with him. " Xow for biennial Conferences. 1. Annual Con- 
ferences must be held in the Methodist connection so long as 
the deeds of our preaching-houses are of any value. They rec- 
ognize an authority to appoint ministers only by Conferences 
held annually. This is a legal objection, which no man in the 
connection can answer. 2. So soon as the report of a change, 
which so materially affects the itinerant plan, shall be circula- 
ted, we may expect discontent, pamphlets, and the return of 
confusion, which may give occasion to some factious dema- 
gogue to promote another division. 3. A change in some sta- 
tions must take place every year. Who must direct them? 
ITie chairman, or the whole district ? If the whole, how many 
meetings must we have in the year ? 4. Our Conferences are, 
In the hands of God, the means of brotherly union. 5. Bien- 
nial Conferences will call such a number of the preaohers to- 
gether that the expense will nearly equal Annual Conferences." 

I insert the next letter at length ; it is addressed to Mr. John 
Whitaker, an attendant at the Methodist Chapel, and the fa- 
ther-in-law of the late Rev. Dr. M' All, of Manchester :* 

* BetDV'een whom and mj father an intimacy existed, which was founded 
npon their mntoal recognition of signal excellences. The young Independ- 
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** Macclesfield, Saturdaj Erening, 8 o'clock. 

" Deab Sib, — On calling at Mr. Allen's this evening, I foond 
a parcel directed to me, which, I am informed, comes from you. 
The inspection of its contents occasions no small surprise. 
With so generous a donation (if, indeed, I am right in suppos- 
ing that it is designed as a donation) I never before was hon- 
ored, and I feel that I ought not to lose a moment's time m 
thankfully acknowledging tliis expression of your esteem. 

" As a Methodist preacher, I consider myself to be emphat- 
ically a stranger and a pilgrim upon the earth, and have buried 
all hopes and all desires of worldly prosperity. My wants are 
few and simple, and I am at present happy in serving a people 
whose regular and ordinary provision comfortably supplies 
them. I can, therefore, with truth declare that such instances 
of private liberality as that which I have this night received 
are, on my part, wholly unsought and imexpected. Your pres- 
ent is not, however, on that account, the less acceptable. Val- 
uable as it is in itself, its value is greatly increased in my esti- 
mation, as it strongly assures me of your Christian respect and 
friendship. 

" On such occasions as the present, I am most deeply im- 
pressed with gratitude to God and to my friends, and most 
sincerely ashamed of myself, that I so Httle deserve and so in- 
adequately repay the kindness I experience. May the recollec- 
tion of that kindness excite and animate my humble endeavors 
to be better and to do better in future ! May it more and more 
endear to my heart a service which hitherto I have found * prof- 
itable to all things !' And may He for whose sake I know it 
is that such friendly attentions are bestowed on me, condescend 
to acknowledge and reward them I 

cnt minister at Macclesfield had heard of tlic repntation of the yonnf^ Meth- 
odist minister who bad formerly labored there, and when, afterward, the 
two resided at the same time in Manchester, an introduction soon took 
place. My father often crept into a comer of the chapel where his friend 
officiated, and heard sermons which, in brilliancy and frequent breadth of 
thought, and in uniform fascination of voice and of manner, hare seldom 
been surpassed. M*A11 had a morbid horror of these visits, and, if he dis- 
cerned the dreaded presence, would ^how signs of confusion and distress. 
His was a rare modesty. Tie aimed at a standard which no man could at- 
tain, and was ashamed, not of the failure, but of the attempt My father^ 
affectionate tribute to his memory will be found in his Biography by the late 
Dr. Wardlaw. 
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" I judge from the handwriting of the direction, and from 
other circumstances, that to you also I am indebted for another 
kind present which was sent to me a week ago, and for which 
I intended to take the first opportunity of returning, in person, 
my best thanks. 

" You will pardon me for saying so much on this subject ; I 
can scarcely pardon myself for saying so little. But I feel sen- 
timents which I am at a loss how to express, and will, there- 
fore, conclude my letter. Believe me when I add that it has 
been dictated by the full and grateful heart of, dear sir, your 
obliged and affectionate friend and servant, J. Bu^tting.^' 

I quote again from a letter to Mr. "Wood : " Mr. Reece spent 
a night with us on his way to Manchester. He preached for 
me on, * Unto you,' etc., * shall the Sun of Righteousness arise,' 
etc. The sermon was not one of his best, yet only a good 
preacher could have deUvered it. I think with you that he is 
much improved by the fire and vehemence he has caught from 
Bramwell ; and I like it the better in him, because he has too 
much good sense to become a servile imitator. My dear friend, 
suffer even from me the word of exhortation. Walk humbly 
and closely with God ; and let it be your endeavor — as it shall, 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus, be mine — to retain, or, if we 
have in any measure lost, regain our first love, simplicity, holi- 
ness, deadness to the world, and zeal for God. As we origin- 
ally received Christ, so ought we to walk in Him. The more 
I see of Methodists, the more I am convinced that their great 
danger, at present, arises from the temptations they are under to 
drink into the spirit of the world, which, whatever plausible forms 
or modifications it may assimie, is an irreconcilable enemy to 
the spirit of devotion. I think we are never safe but when we 
guard against the appearance of this evil, and, for conscience' 
sake, refuse to be 'conformed to this world,' not merely in 
things sinful, but even, sometimes, in things indifferent. When 
we are a singular — a peculiar people, the hedge of scorn and 
ridicule which encompasses us is, happily, instrumental in keep- 
ing us at a distance from the danger of trespassing Into forbid- 
den paths." 

To Mr. Marsden my father writes, " You will oblige me by 
me frankly the whole history of the separation of Bux- 
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ton from Macclesfield^ Was it fairly and openly proposed and 
carried at the Quarterly meeting? Did the I3axton friends 
then declare that they preferred imion with this circuit, even 
though they could only have preaching from us once a fort- 
night, and that they would be content with local preachers on 
the other Sunday ? Did they know of the proposed separa- 
tion ; and might they have been heard against it if they chose ?" 
I note this early instance of his regard for popular constitution- 
al rights. 

During the whole of my father's residence in Macclesfield he 
maintained a correspondence with Mr. Disney Alexander, then 
a surgeon at Halifax, but afterward a physician in Wakefield ; 
a man of great taste and of considerable acquirements, who, 
having been recovered from skepticism,* had become a Meth- 
odist and a local preacher, and had published " Reasons for 
Methodism," but who ultimately adopted the opinions — per- 
haps I ought rather to say the doubts — of the Unitarian sect. 
The letters related almost exclusively to topics of preaching 
and theology. I give an extract from one of my father's own 
conununications. 

"The volumes of Bourdaloue were duly returned. I am 
sorry, but not much surprised that they disappointed your ex- 
pectations. Have you seen the Sermons of Saurin in French? 
Some of those not yet translated by Robinson or Hunter pos- 
sess, I am told, pre-eminent merit, especially one on the New 
Birth, and three on the danger of delaying our conversion.! 
Those on the latter subject (a subject, in my opinion, of all oth- 
ers most necessary to be insisted upon in the present state of 
the rehgious world) Mr. Home is now translating for the bene- 
fit of his congregation, and I have some hope that, after using 
them in his pulpit, he will commit them to the press. I per- 
ceive from the monthly lists of foreign pubHcations that a great 
variety of French sermons has been recently imported, chiefly 
by Genevese preachers. I should like to know something of 
their character and merits. Can you give me any information 

♦ See the account in the Arminian Magazine for 1796. 

t These and other sermons of Sanrin were afterward translated into En- 
glish, and published by the late Rev. Joseph Sntcliffc, A.M., a man of great 
beauty of mind and excellence of character, and whose Commentary on the 
Holy Scriptnres has met with much deserved acceptance. 
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concerning them ? I am much obliged and gratified by the ao- 
comit you have transmitted to me of the plan of your sermons 
on the Evidences. I greatly wish to have the opportunity, 
which you kindly promise, of perusing them at length. Your 
outline I think a very good one. I am' glad that you avoid 
entering into any long detail of objections, and of answers to 
them. Such details in the pulpit, I am afraid, oftener do harm 
than good. A difficulty may be urged and explained in a few 
words, but very fully, which it would require great length of 
time to solve ; and many will understand and remember this 
difficulty, who, for want of the requisite patience and attention, 
will neither coipprehend nor retain the solution. Plainly and 
forcibly to state the positive evidences, and in a brief, yet full 
and connected manner, is, to my mind, a better way of defending 
the truth against the cavils of opponents than to attempt the 
endless task of providing minute and particular replies to every 
objection which ignorance or prejudice may suggest. By the 
former plan we shall often prevent such objections ; by the lat- 
ter we can, at best, but cure them. We ought, perhaps, to 
copy, in this particular, the conduct of the first preachers and 
Christians, who, it should seem from the Acts of the Apostles, 
confined themselves, in general, to a plain statement of the 
doctrine of our religion, and of the prophecies and miracles to 
which it appeals, and took little pains to reply to objections. 
The display of truth is the best refutation of error, the surest 
antidote to falsehood. I am in possession of the little tract of 
Clarke to which you refer, and unite with you in thinking it to 
be a masterly production. His remarks on the inseparable con- 
nection between the moral excellency of our Savior's charac- 
ter and the truth of His miracles are peculiarly forcible. I rec- 
ollect no writer on the subject who has done so much justice 
to this branch of the evidence, by showing the absurdity of 
those who, while they profess to admit and admire the former, 
reject and deny the latter. Yet it has sometimes struck me, 
on reading this pamphlet, that the author should, in the course 
of his argument, have taken more notice, and made more use 
of that part of it which it has, of late, become usual to term' the 
peculiar doctrines of Christianity ; for it seems to me that, with- 
out adverting to these, the Gospel can not be displayed in its 
full glory and excellence. If the Socinian \'iew of Christianity 
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is just — ^if it is only the injunction of moral duties, enforced by 
a clearer revelation of future rewards and punishments th^ 
had before been made, I own I should see little in it worthy of 
such miraculous interference as it lays claim to. There wants 
in that scheme the dignus vindice fiodus, as Dr. White, I think, 
in the Notes to his Bampton Lecture, has well argued. The 
vast apparatus of prophecies and miracles employed for its in- 
troduction appears to be more extensive and laborious than the 
end in ^^ew required or justified. But, if Christianity is con- 
sidered as a scheme for the salvation of creatures whom sin 
had degraded and ruined, by the mediation of an Incarnate 
Deity, the whole system then assumes a credible and consist^^nt 
form, and becomes evidently worthy of God to contrive and 
establish by means so grand and extraordinary. In the point 
just referred to, the tract of your neighbor, Mr. Fawcett^ writ- 
ten five or six years ago, has the advantage of Mr. Clarke's." 

Some passages in a letter to Mr. Marsden furnish notices of 
what was wont to be done at that stage of the crystallization 
of Methodism. " The preachers of this district met last week 
at Northwich. A good deal of conversation took place about 
the stations for the district, and a rough sketch was made for 
the assistance of our representative. I was put down for Burs- 
lem along with Mr. Barber. The Welsh Mission is still aston- 
ishingly successful. Some of the most serious clergy, who en- 
courage the mission, if any of our preachers are present, are m 
the habit of desiring them to stand by the conununion-tables, 
and to give out our hynms while the sacrament is administer- 
ing." 

My father commences a correspondence with Mr. Lomas in 
the following terms : 

<' Macclesfield, June 9th, 1803. 

" My vbry dear Brother, — ^Indolence in the discharge of 
epistolary duties is one of my easily-besetting sins : a circum- 
stance this of which I think it right to give you notice m the 
first letter which I write to you, that you may not be surprised 
il', in the course of our future correspondence, you should some- 
times have reason to complain of it. To such an occasional 
correspondence I look forward with great pleasure; and the 
hope of being benefited and edified by your frequent communi- 
cations will, I think, induce me to strive vigorously against my 
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natural aversion to the use of my pen. In all respects, I be- 
lieve, I am more in danger from sloth and inactivity than from 
any thing else. I approve, admire, and love what is good, but 
I do not pursue it with sufficient eagerness and perseverance. 
My exertions are too languid and transient to be very success- 
ful. I want energy and uniformity. Tell me what means I 
shall adopt in order to attain to that holy violence which takes 
the kingdom of heaven as by storm. As a Christian and as a 
preacher, I feel myself equally deficient in that strength which 
would render me mighty through God to be good and to do 
good." 

Mr. Lomas and Mr. Reece corresponded with each other and 
with my father as to certain movements at Leeds and Man- 
chester on the part of the " Revivalists ;" a class which, about 
this period, again occasioned considerable uneasiness to the fa- 
thers of the connection, and to the more intelligent and pious 
of the jimior preachers. William Bramwell, a man eminent 
for holiness, and for the gifts which, rightfully used, insure min- 
isterial success, openly espoused the cause of this party until 
their conduct ended in a miserable schism. He was stationed 
in Leeds, and Mr. Reece writes to Mr. Lomas : " If a Revivalist 
must be supported by one preacher and two leaders in opposi- 
tion to three preachers and fifty leaders" (of the three so op- 
posed were Barber and Reece), " when he tramples the rules 
of our society under his feet, and that merely because he is a 
Revivalist, Revivalism will soon ruin Methodism." 

" Divisions in the Church of Christ," writes Mr. Lomas to my 
father, " are awful, and I would do all I could, with a good con- 
science, to prevent them ; but I think the time is come for the 
Methodist preachers to bestir themselves, and to do all they can 
for the honor of the religion of Christ as taught and enforced 
among themselves. I think they must now ' arise or be forever 
fallen.' " 

'Mr. Entwisle writes to him from the Stationing Conmiittee of 
1803 : "You are down for London, and, if you go, are to live 
with Mr. Joseph Taylor. How this came about I will fully ex- 
plain to you when I see you. But Mr. Benson seems determ- 
ined you ghaU go there." 

My &ther was now rapidly completing his term of four years 
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probation, and he had well and diligently improved it. He de- 
voted himself exclusively to the studies and engagements di- 
rectly relating to his new vocation. The pulpit received his 
first attention, not so much because its claims were instant and 
almost daily, as because he knew that the secret of ministerial 
influence Ues chiefly there. This idea was kept uppermost, 
whatever interest he took in the private departments of pastor- 
al labor, or in the welfare of the connection generally. He 
never missed an opportunity of hearing a sermon. Service dur- 
ing church-hours not having been yet introduced into the Meth- 
odist Chapel, he was able frequently to attend the vigorous min- - 
istry of Mr. Home, and he conmiunicated occasionally at his -* 
church. He read largely in general theology, including the ^■ 
published sermons of both old and modem preachers. He ^ 
carefully copied and preserved skeletons and sketches of ser- — 
mons. He extracted from his general reading every thing that — 
could suggest topics or materials for pubHc discourse. He tried J 
his hand at amending other men's compositions. His own prep- — ■ 
arations were full and elaborate, and were subjected to contin- — 
ual re\'i8ion. But of these I speak with diflSdence. At least -^ 
one volume of them will probably meet the public eye. He - 
was very diligent in his attentions to the sick and aged of the ^ 
flock, and particularly so to its younger members. To these 
his services were rendered eminently useful. He busied him- 
self, in strict subordination, however, to his superintendent min- 
isters, with every part of the finance and general business of the 
circuit. The letters from which I have quoted are evidence of 
his anxiety to master all questions affecting the connection as a 
whole. They also show a steady improvement in personal re- 
ligion. 

Dui-ing the four years of trial he preached thirteen hundred 
and forty-eight times. At the end of the second year (and I 
can not carry the account fiirther) he had nearly a hundred ser- 
mons ready for use as he might require them. His plan seems 
to have been to preach each one at different places in the cir- 
cuit in rapid succession. Among his papers are notes of out- 
door preaching. He had already become very popular, and 
paid frequent visits to other circuits^ imder limitations which 
Ins o^^Ti good sense and the discretion of his superintendents 
very properly imposed. I can not but observe with interest a 
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memorandnm of a sermon preached at the house, in or near 
Leeds, of Mrs. Mather, then a widow. For the benefit of any 
interested in the information, a list of some of the texts upon 
which he prepared sermons will be found in the Appendix.* 

Every Methodist preacher, when his probation has ended, and 
he is fully received and recognized as a minister, but not before, 
is entitled to charge the connection with the maintenance of a 
wife. The regulation is easily vindicated when explained. For 
the candidate's own sake, it is expedient, except in very special 
circumstances, that his attention should be exclusively devoted 
to the duties and studies of his vocation ; besides which, no 
man of honorable mind will expose a woman whom he really 
loves to the results of possible failm-e. To the connection, the 
arrangement seciu'es all the advantages which the probationer 
derives from it ; and it is far easier to deal faithfully with the 
case of an unmarried man, than with that of one who has doub- 
led his responsibilities. When the period of trial has been 
honorably passed, all parties derive benefit from the speedy, 
if prudent marriage of the young minister. He settles down 
at once to the business of life, with all its sympathies and inter- 
ests, and finds in the joy and solace of his home the readiest 
assistant of his work abroad. Let all who know the admirable 
women who cheerfully endure the hardest straits of the Meth- 
odist itinerancy testify how truly I speak on this subject. 

I find traces so early as the conclusion of 1802 of a friend- 
ship which, in my father's case, ripened into love and marriage. 
But the history of his decision is recorded by himself, and I 
think it should not be kept secret. It supplies many sugges- 
tions to young ministers whose thoughts may be similarly oc- 
cupied ; and it is a striking exhibition of the ^Titer's charac- 
teristic qualities. The following is slightly abridged from a 
memorandum found among his papers: 

" There arc two questions to be seriously considered before I 
make my final decision on the most important business which 
has so long occupied my thoughts and so deeply interested my 
most tender affections. May God graciously direct my paths, 
and enable me to judge aright ! 

" I. The first question is general; viz., ShaU I marry ^ or take 
any step toward marriage^ at presefit f Is it my duty, or con- 
♦ See Appendix I, at the end of this Tolnmc. 
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sistent with my duty, to engage in such a relation at all ? Will 
it promote the glory of God and my welfare ? Shall I proba- 
bly be as holy, happy, and useful in a married as I may be in a 
single state ? 

" For the affirmative it may be urged, 

"1. It must be the will of God that persons in general should 
marry at a proper time. The present constitution of man and 
of the world is such as to prove that ProWdenee intended this ; 
and evident Providential intention is as binding as explicit pre- 
cept. The general law of God, therefore, enjoins matrimony 
as matter of obligation in all ordinary cases ; so that every per- 
son is providentially bound to marry, if he can not plead some 
special ground of exemption. May it not be questioned whether 
unnecessary celibacy is not a sinful counteraction of the pur- 
poses and plans of Divine Providence ? St. Paul's advice to 
the Corinthians does not evince the contrary ; for it was given 
in a time of violent persecution, and is expressly limited to 
what he calls the presefit distress. To understand it as a pre- 
cept of general and permanent application would be to make 
the God of Revelation contradict the God of Providence. Nay, 
Scripture itself declares that * it is not good to be alone,' and 
that ' marriage is honorable in all.' 

" Late marriages are, in many other respects, inconvenient ; 
and can I accuse myself of improper haste or eagerness if I 
think of accomplishing such a purpose by the time I shall be 
twenty-five years of age ? 

" A Methodist preacher without wife, and without any home 
of his own, has many inconveniences and difficulties to bear, 
of which one married is wholly divested. My comfort, there- 
fore, as well as my piety, would, I think, be promoted by a 
proper union of this nature. 

" While I delay this business, my choice being unfixed, my 
mind will, of course, be unsettled, and I shaU be liable occa- 
sionally to much perplexity and exercise, which would be 
escaped by endeavoring to fix now. What I have often de- 
tected in my own heart with respect to Miss , and am 

still conscious of, confirms this view of things, especially if 
connected with the probability that I must remove hence in 
August. 
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" On these and other accounts, I think the probability of 
superior permanent usefuhiess, also, is against a much longer 
cehbacy, and in favor of some immediate efforts toward matri- 
mony. 

" On the other hand, it is to be considered, 

" 1. Marriage will certainly bring with it new cares, and 
must be expected, as is the case with every thing human, to 
have its trials and inconveniences. 

** 2. There is always some danger of making a wrong choice, 
which might render me miserable, and greatly obstruct my 
usefulness. 

" 3. Perhaps this step might not be quite agreeable to my 
dear and aged mother. She might, in that case, fear lest such 
a connection might too much wean me from her, and render 
me less attentive to her comfort. 

" 4. It may be questioned whether I might not pursue my 
studies to more advantage if I deferred all projects of this kind 
a few years longer. 

^^ 5. My health is not now robust : it has been delicate and 
interrupted. Ought a man thus circumstanced to marry ? Is 
it right to engage a lady in a connection which, if I should 
become an invalid, might prove burdensome and disagreeable 
to her ? 

"After the most deliberate consideration, accompanied with 
Bolenm abstinence and prayer, my judgment is, that the balance 
of argument is greatly in favor of matrimony as soon as conven- 
ient. The first reason against it, if of weight at all, would be of 
weight in every case, and, by proving marriage to be generally 
inexpedient, would contradict reason and Scripture. Besides, 
inconvenience and trouble are not valid excuses for neglecting 
what has appeared in itself to be a general duty. The selfish, 
indolent, and cowardly principle, from which these excuses 
proceed, must not be tolerated by a Christian. The second 
objection is one which can only apply to a particular person ; 
not to the connection itself. It ought to be kept in mind 
when I come to the selection of an individual for a wife, but 
can not be of sufficient force to prohibit me from forming the 
relation at all. As to the third, I do believe that marriage, if 
I happily meet with one whose views of filial duty and Chris- 
tian piety at all resemble my own, will not either indispose or 
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-r^ijing every proper and possible aftentioc 
ij ^1'''^ AAer conaidenug the fourth, I am of o|)im.i 

i ^r^Kjh- settled in life, I shall be able to pursue mr 

I '"^ ft^ ^ih less, but with more advantage tbau at pn^- 

t<^ '^ii <" s^'*'"*^! i^ marriage be advisable in order to ' 

j; 'JJ* pATtiol intemiptioB of my pursuit of knowled<^ 

fietfi JjtJnjately better than celibacy. Aa to the MWi objec- 

f^jt^imy conBtitutionianot at all impaired; with proper 

«"*. I believe my health will improve ; the occasional ia- 

'Jlipfion of it I am authorized to aaeribc to local aiid 1cm- 

•Juarr «"^^^ ; *°^ f**"" seven months it has been uuifonnlj- 

■ "II. The second question is partiatlar, and relates not to 
(!,( general propriety of marriage in my case, but to the suila- 

[jeoess of an individual. la Miss a proper person to be 

addressed by ino op the subject ? 
"Some of the arguments in the affirmative are as follows: 
"1. I am not sure that she is eminently, bnt I believe she is 
very sincerely and truly pious. In marrying her, if I can gain 
her consent, I should not transgress that precept, ' Marry only 
in the Lord;' nor that, 'Be notimequaUy yoked with unbe- 
lievers.' 

"2. Her natural temper is, according to all the accounts I 
have heard, and all the observations I have made, uncommonly 
mild and good. Tliis is a point of prime importance, and will 
make up for many failings. 

"3. She has assuredly great good sense; has been suitably 
educated ; is well informed ; and very extraordinarily qualified 
to be a helpmate to a iniuiBtcr in his studies and labors. 

" 4. She has, apparently, good health, a sound constitution, 
» vigorous frame, and a great flow of spirits, 

"6. Her manners are pohshed and agreeable, so that she 

vonld be fit for any of the various scenes and situations into 

irbich the itinerant life might call her. 

**6. She was brought up under the care of one who, I have 

'~^t to suppose, has accustomed her to domestic habits, and 

I her by practice for performing the duties of a wife in 

rtio concerns. Since Mrs. 's death, she has had the 

!i>t of her father's honse, which must have iarther 
i to qualify her for the station in question. 
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" 7. She has eminent talents for usefuhiess (e. g.^ in visiting 
the sick), which, if properly directed, would render her agree- 
able and profitable to our societies. 

" 8. She has very few relative connections — ^none, I think, 
which would materially harass or incommode us in a religious 
view, and as Methodists, if we were once united. 

"9. If I am not wholly deceived, there is some reason for 
me to hope that our respect for each other is mutual. On my 
side, indeed, that respect has long been ripened into conscious, 
though concealed affection, and on hers, perhaps, it may amount 
to something like predilection. The probability that my ad- 
dresses might be favorably received is, to one in my public 
station, and with my views of ministerial character and pro- 
priety, an important inducement. 

" 10. She has expressed, also, a considerable predilection for 
the situation of a minister's wife, as favorable to those pursuits 
in which her mind finds most delight. This predilection would 
tend to reconcile her to many difficulties, and she would know 
how to appreciate more justly the intellectual and religious 
advantages which she would enjoy. 

" On the other hand^ though already so much her lover as 
to be also her admirer, I can not but allow, 

" 1. I have no proof, from any thing I have seen or heard, 
that her piety is deep^ though I think it is sincere and steady ; 
yet, probably, in a more favorable situation and connection it 
would grow. 

" 2. Her attachment to Methodism is comparatively of recent 
date, and the effects of the Calvinistic education which she 
received, upon her views and expressions, are not altogether 
removed. 

" 3. Her temper, from its extreme vivacity and cheerfulness, 
is apt to become occasionally light and trifling. This might 
easily affbct a mind like mine with similar levity, the bane of 
all spiritual religion. Or, if I avoided it myself, I should be 
greatly pained and embarrassed on witnessing in her manners 
and conversation those effects and indications of it which I, 
who love her, and know the excellency of her general charac- 
ter, might excuse, but for which others would not make even 
proper and reasonable allowances ; yet, as she must be aware 
that this is her peculiar besetmenty doubtless she would atrlve 
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and pray against it, and an increase of vital religion would 
deliver her from it. 

" 4. Her dress is at present by far too gay, and costly, and 
worldly ; but in this also, if she approve my proposals in all 
other respects, she would probably promise to make the neces- 
sary amendment, on proper representations. 

"5. It is highly probable that some of her connections would 
dissuade her from acquiescing in my project, and that some of 
my friends, who do but partially and insufficiently know her, 
would severely condenm my choice. But is it not right, whUe, 
in forming our judgment, we pay proper regard to the advice 
of others, ultimately to judge and decide for ourselves ? 

" C. In becoming my wife, she would certainly be exposed to 
some hardships, and inconveniences, and privations, to which, 
in her present situation, she is a stranger ; yet if, on a fair state- 
ment of these, she be willing to take me ' for better, for worse,' 
are they any reasons why I should lose so eligible an opportu- 
nity of procuring the comforts and blessings of conjugal friend- 
ship ? And, even as it respects herself, this objection will be 
of less force if she have at command any property, which, by 
adding to our income from the connection, would contribute to 
multiply our conveniences. 

" On the whole, my judgment now speaks decidedly the 
same language which my affection has long suggested ; and I 
feel my mind at liberty, yea, I trust, divinely led and inclined, 
to take the first opportunity of professing my attachment, and 
soliciting a favorable answer. Whatever be the event of this 
intended application, O Lord, my God, my Father, my Friend, 
prepare me for it, and sanctify it to my present and eternal 
good! J. B. 

" OrreWs Well, near Undow Side, MaccU^ld) 
Circuit, July 7th, 1803." > 

A very few weeks after this paper was written, my father 
was betrothed to the dear and honored woman to whom it re- 
fers with such warm but judicious affection. No single event 
of his life, other than those of his conversion and of his call to 
tlie holy ministry, exercised upon his character and entire ca- 
reer an influence so conducive to his happiness and success. 
Of her I wish to speak in the language of others rather than in 
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my own, and that 80 as not to intrude the memorial of her pre- 
cious virtues upon any to whom it may be less interesting than 
the continued narrative of my &ther's life. The only connect- 
ed records of my mother's life and death which were ever pre- 
pared are therefore placed in the Appendix.* They were hast- 
ily written for the funeral sermon preached on the occasion of 
her decease. I shall, however, hereafter quote from a docu- 
ment which refers to both my parents, and some features of his 
wife's character require the notice of Jabez Bunting's biogra- 
pher. 

She had seen much of the society of ministers. David Simp- 
son, her pastor and chief spiritual adviser, united in his own per- 
son the clergyman and the Methodist. With the Methodist 
preachers, distinctively such, the frank and cheerful conversa- 
tion, and the active charities of the young girl had made her a 
special favorite. Mr. Smith, in whose family she resided for 
some years, was an Independent, strongly Calvinistic, and emi- 
nently gracious. Her intimate friend, Jane Dorothea Stephen- 
son, between whom and herself frequent visits and a corre- 
spondence passed during many years, was the daughter of the 
incumbent of Olney ; and my mother w^as accordingly brought 
into close connection with the class of clergy with which the 
name of that village is identified. She had thus acquired a 
lively interest in ministerial studies and pursuits ; a sound and 
healthy, if somewhat critical taste for preaching ; and a catho- 
lic knowledge and love of good men ; so that, when she was 
married, two large and generous hearts united, and, by the 
union, increased their sympathies. Her reverence for her hus- 
band prevented any interference with his own peculiar work ; 
but she had a ready tact in giving an impression where she 
would not ventiu-e to offer an opinion ; and her tender regard 
for his honor opened her ears, all attentively, to whatever af- 
fected it. She relieved him entirely from the pressure of all 
strictly domestic affairs ; she husbanded well his small income 
— small even when her own was added to it ; she was his or- 
nament in general society ; she presided with dignity and grace 
over his hospitalities at home ; she searched out for him the 
poor, those most rightful claimants on a minister's pious care 
and charity ; she assisted him in his spiritual work by taking 
* See Appendix J, at the end of this voltimc. 

VOL.L— Q 
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the oversight of large classes of females, especially of such 
were young or feeble in the faith. As to the Calvinism, th' 
possible effect of which he so cautiously weighed before 
committed liimself to the connection, she used playfully 
threaten liim with a total relapse into it at times when things 
went wrong — ^when the price of provisions was very high, or" 
leaders' meetings were very stormy. Her dress, about whicljt 
I must admit she teased him during a courtship which botli- 
were glad to end, was, from motives alike of prudence and of* 
economy, adapted to the proprieties of her station. He fore- 
saw truly that her \ivacity would sometimes be misunderstood 
in many of the circles in which it was her lot to move, but it 
lit up a perpetual sunshine in liis heart and household. Her 
strong good sense, and her readiness in the clear, apt, and 
striking expression of her thoughts, sometunes frightened the 
proper and the narrow-minded, and, of course, wounded the 
jealousy of conscious inferiors. But men of great spiritual 
wisdom courted her company ; timid young preachers sunned 
and strengthened themselves in the light of her loving and sa- 
gacious coimsels, and faltering Christians waited for a smile 
from her bright and kindly eye. 

At the Conference of 1803, my father and. twenty-eight other 
young men stood in the front seats, round the gallery' of Old- 
ham Street Chapel, IV^ichester ; the place where Wesley had • 
blessed him ; to which Ids mother had taken him. Sabbath after 
Sabbath, when a child ; and where, probably, he had formed his 
first wish to serve God. 

Mather and Thompson had " fallen asleep ;" but Benson was 
there. Joseph Bradford, who saw Wesley die, was in the chair ; 
and about him sat Coke, the first Joseph Taylor, Rutherford, 
Pa wson, Bradbum — blessing God "for the love which the 
preachers manifested, and for restoration to a proper name 
among them"— Entwisle, Walter Griflith, Barber, Oarke, Rob- 
ert Lomas, James Wood, James Rogers, Thomas Taylor, John 
Crook, and, indeed, a whole college of apostles. By my father's 
side on either hand, there ranked Robert Newton, Leach, Fin- 
der, William Edward Miller, Claxton, Needham, Slack, Isaac, 
Garrett, and Gilpin, to name some only of the candidates to be 
" received into full connection," or, as it would have been call- 
ed in other churches, to be solemnly set apart to the work and 
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office of the holy ministry. The Church, as well as its minis- 
lers, was there, represented by a huge congregation of praying 
nen and women, to witness and approve the act. His mother 
sat in her own quiet comer ; and one become dearer still hid 
lerself in the general crowd, to hear vows more sacred only 
;han those which were soon to be pledged to herself. Search- 
ng questions are put to those who stand up there. Each re- 
3lies for himself; and, in the tone and manner of the answer, a 
][iuck -observer often reads a character and casts a horoscope. 
Every candidate was asked that night, "Are you resolved to 
ievote yourself wholly to God and Ilis work ?" And when 
Tabez Bunting's turn came, and, ^^dth a serious modesty, ho 
jaid, ^^ I habitually do^^^ the old men exchanged looks, and liflr 
?d up their hearts in hope and prayer, " and great grace was 
apon them all." 

The night before this solemn consecration to the ministerial 
Dffice, he had written (it was the third time that week) to Miss 
Uaclardie : " Tlie Conference this morning, after a lortg and 
nrarm debate, confirmed, by a considerable majority, my ajv 
pointment for London. I believe it is of God, and am verj' sor- 
ry that the Manchester people should have occasioned so much 
trouble about me. My mind is at present much pained in con- 
sequence of what ])assed on this subject. Such overstrained 
importunity about an individual makes one the object of uni- 
versal attention, and the topic of general conversation. It may, 
moreover, excite the envy and jealousy of those whose Labors 
lappen to be less acceptable to the people ; and it is productive 
)f real injury to him whom it seems to honor, by raising to too 
aigh a pitch the expectations of those among whom he may 
rfterward be called to exercise his ministry. After what has 
)ccurred concerning me at this Conference, I must be possess- 
ed of talents gigantic indeed in order to answer the ideas which 
lie petitions of Manchester, Liverpool, and London will tend 
:o excite in the minds of those who may hear of the affair. I 
un greatly mortified and distressed. Pray for me, I beseech 
fou, that the Go<l of all grace and comfort may help and direct 
ne. I now need, more than ever, the supplies of the Holy 
Spirit. Tliis forenoon Mr. Roberts proposed that, in order to 
prevent all farther altercation about London or Manchester, I 
should go to neither place, but to Bath. TMs nioliow^ \)\ao^\N^>& 
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overruled, but not till my feelings had been again most painfiil- 
ly affected by tbe awkwardness of my situation. By the pres- 
ent decision I mean resolutely to abide, and to prohibit all far- 
tlicr applications from my friends here by an absolute refusal 
to come to Manchester ; a step this, which, till now, I could not 
see it my duty to take. The good Lord prepare us to be true 
helpmates for each other ; companions, not only in the cares 
and pleasures of life, but in the kingdom, and patience, and 
tribulation of Jesus ! May we both grow in grace-, and give 
all diligence to be found of God in peace, without spot and 
blameless ! To-morrow will be to mo a most important day. 
To be publicly and solemnly admitted into the ministry ; by 
one irrevocable act to abandon all secular pursuits, and to de- 
vote my body and soul, my health and strength, my time and 
talents, my studies and labors, to the service of the Church 
which Christ hath bought with His own blood— -that is the 
business which lies before me. Oh, may my eye be single, my 
mind suitably affected by the important occasion, and my whole 
subsequent conduct correspond to the engagements into which 
I shall then enter ! My spirits are oppressed by these things, 
but iQ God is my refuge and my strength. Be you His instru- 
ment to relieve and help me." 

Now is the time to ask whether my father was satisfied with 
the orders conferred in the manner I have stated. I may have 
occasion hereafter to advert to his views on this question. 
Meanwhile I give a brief answer. He believed in the abstract 
necessity of an order separated to the pastoral office, and in its 
appointment by the Lord Jesus as a perpetual institute. He 
believed also that, as a rule, the order ought itself to provide 
for its own continuance, while he admitted of exceptions in spe- 
cial cases, where the application of the rule was impossible. 
Yet farther, he believed that apostolic precedents sanctioned 
the use of the imposition of hands as a solemn and fitting cir- 
cumstance, but not as an essential part of the rite of ordination. 
He did not believe in the exclusive validity of episcopal ordi- 
nation, nor did he concern himself to trace the precise pedigree 
of any Presbyter or Presbytery who discharged the function 
of ordaming, provided that he or it possessed a de facto right, 
not notoriously usurped or wantonly exercised, to sustain the 
office of the ministry. He received his own commission from 
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Coke, on any theory a Presbyter ; and — through those wlioni 
Wesley, also a Presb}i;er, had, whether of set purpose or by 
necessary implication, ordained — ^from Wesley himself, lie re- 
jected the figment of the indelibility of orders. Ministerial 
powers and functions, in his view, belonged to the office, and 
not to the person sustaining it. Proved crime or incompetency 
justified and demanded exclusion; and entire incapacity for 
duty, providentially occasioned, was always an excuse for en- 
gagement in secular avocations, and sometimes an imperative 
call to it. But I turn to other subjects. 



CHAPTER X. 

mS EABLY MINISTRY IN LONDON". 

GoDoagnes. — Joseph Taylor. — Benjamin Rhodes. — William Myles. — 
Geoiige Story. — Dr. Leifchild's Recollections of Jabcz Bunting^s first Ap- 
pearance in the Metropolis. — ^First Portion of Diary sent to Miss Maclar- 
die. — Committee of London Preachers. — Early-morning Services. — The 
Penitents' Meeting. — Dr. James Hamilton. — ^Thc Eloquence of the Pul- 
pit and of the Bar. — ^William Jay. — Persecution of the Methodist Sol- 
diers. — ^Letter from Dr. Percival. — Intercourse with Joseph Buttcrvvorth. 
—Wesley's private Library. — ^Letter from Entwislc. — Counsels to an in- 
tended Wife. — Joseph Taylor on Song-singing. — ^The Christian Observer. 
— ^William Huntington. — ^The Claytons. 

I HAVE already described " what manner of entering in" the 
young minister had when he arrived in London in August, 
1 803 * 

Joseph Taylor, the first of that name who adorns the annals 
of Methodism, and in whose house ho resided; Rutherford, one 
Of his former pastors; Benjamin Rhodes, and William Myles, 
"Were his colleagues. Benson also took up his permanent resi- 
lience in the metropolis as the editor of the Magazine. Creigh- 
ton was the clergyman who officiated at the Chapel in City 
tload; George Story, the general editor; Whitfield, the book- 
Bteward ; and Rodda, another well-remembered pastor, a su- 
t^emamerary, or retired minister. 

This appointment was varied, during the second year of liis 
Qontinnance in the circuit, by the substitution of Entwislo for 

* See letter to his mother, chapter L, p. 28. 
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Myles, and of Joseph Hallam for Rhodes ; and Mr. Lomas was 
added to the staff of the Book-room. 

JosEPU Taylor, who had been formally ordained by Wes- 
ley, and who had just vacated the presidential chair, was then 
a minister of twenty-six years' standing, and labored for eight- 
een years more, closing his career in 1830. Excessive zeal dur- 
ing his earlier itinerancy had injured his health, and frequent 
illness had given to his appearance and exercises in the pulpit 
an air of physical feebleness. But he had all the faith and more 
than the love of an Old Testament patriarch. The qualities 
wliich most commended liim to those who knew him in old age 
were industry, pimctuality, integrity, strict self-denial, and an 
almost la\ish benevolence ; virtues of high separate value, and, 
when combined, certain proofs of general excellence and sta- 
bility of character. 

Benjamin Rhodes, though placed under Mr. Taylor's super- 
intendency, had traveled many years longer, as, indeed, had 
Rutherford. In those days ministerial seniority did not, with 
the same regularity as in ours, carry T^dth it the chief charge of 
a circuit. Wesley, more than most administrators, adopted the 
principle of " the right man in the right place ;" and knowing 
well that, as a rule, no man can be expected to possess pre- 
eminent merit as at once preacher, pastor, and superintendent, 
while on the other hand, co-pastorates, properly arranged, se- 
cure the competent discharge of every function, allotted each 
" son in the Gospel" to the post in which liis special talent 
would be best occupied. Wesley's immediate successors fol- 
lowed his example. Would that the people, who now m- 
creasingly interfere with the appointment of ministers to cir- 
cuits, always exercised the same sound discretion! I read in 
the face of Rhodes, as his portrait appears in the second vol lune 
of the Arminian Magazme, characteristics which his owti mod- 
est record of his life does not suggest, but which I shoidd ex- 
pect to find in the author of the " Hymns on the Kingdom of 
Christ," in the Supplement to Wesley's Collection. [P. 583, 
684.] In the heart, as on the brow of the writer of these 
stanzas, there must have dwelt a solemn and a lofty piety, an 
earnest evangelism, and a patient longuig for the coming of 
the triumphant Savior. He died in 1815. 

WiixiAM Myles, one of the historians of Methodism, never 
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lost the ardor and simplicity which at once told he was an 

Irishman. He traveled nearly fifty years vnth acceptance, and 

was one of the eight preachers appointed by Wesley's will to 

occupy the pulpit of the Chapels in City Road, London, and 

in King Street, Bath. Dr. Beecham, his biographer, did not 

regard his talents as of the highest order ; but, like many 

others of that race of ministers, though lacking the advantage 

of an early and a systematic education, he had given both to 

his mind and manners the best culture of which they were 

otherwise capable. As men of my age remember him, he was 

venerable, grave, and gentlemanly, submissively fond of his 

'wife, and sternly opposed to all scceders from Methodism. The 

respect imiversally felt for him did not prevent his friends from 

I>racticing on his good-nature. A brother :isked him one day, 

*' Who was the father of Zcbedee's children?" Myles pon- 

clered well the question, and replied, " I believe it is not re- 

^-ealed." He died in 1828. 

Robert Southey, in his Life of Wesley, has sketched, as only 
lie could sketch, the hfe and character of Geoege Story. 
liimself a patient student, he knew how to prize the energy 
"^'ith which Story had tried, in early life, to emulate the various 
c^mdition of the murderer, Eugene Aram; an erudition re- 
Ciorded by authentic tradition before Bulwer wrote his won- 
derful tale, and Hood one of the most powerful compositions 
in the language. Coleridge, too, has speculated upon Story*s 
<^ase in two curious notes to Southey's narrative.* But the 



^ Of a man who moulded so many of the greatest minds of his time, and 

"^^hose rich poetry haants the ear with its delicious melody, and the heart 

'^^rith its mysterious pathos, one speaks with respectful modesty. But I 

i^commend any who shall refer to the two notes in question to compare 

^bem one with the other, and both with Coleridge's own experience, as 

Y^lated by himself in Gilman's Life of the philosopher and poet, p. 245-264. 

^is disciples can not hide, and it is very difiScult to extenuate, the terrible 

^listory of their master's confessed slavery to a sensual vice. And who can 

^^iscem, in the most fervent aspirations of Methodist piety, a higher or a 

%mer standard (would that he had known how to aim at it !) than the misty 

critic of " Sinless Perfection" sets before the eye rather of his fancy than of 

liis faith ? It is time that some writer disposed of Coleridge's pretensions 

Xo expound the philosophy of religious emotion as clearly and as succinctly 

^1 Mr. Rigg has already dealt with his theological system. (** Modem 

•Anglican Theology.** London: A. Ileylin, 1857.) Some interesting no- 
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laureate attempts in vain to clear Story from the charge of 
enthusiasm at the expense of other Methodists. Among all 
the developments of human thought and passion contained in 
the volumes consulted by Southey, there are none more pecul- 
iar than that which his favorite exhibits. Had the " Life of 
Wesley" been revised a second time, it is probable that South- 
ey's truth-seeking spirit would have attained more perfectly 
its object. It is certain that, toward the close of his life, his 
generous, though still unworthy estimate of Wesley himself 
rose much higher, though the recent editor has not so informed 
the public. Was the Curate of Cockermouth ignorant of the 
fact, or does he retain prejudices reproved by the whole history 
of his father's opinion!^, and by the common sense and knowl- 
edge of the age ? 

I am indebted to my venerable friend, the Rev. Dr. Leif- 
child, for some wise and interesting notices of this period of 
my father's life, extracted from a paper of which farther use 
will be made. 

" My recollections of Dr. Bunting," he writes, " carry me 
back to his first appearance, after his appointment to the Jjon- 
don Circuit, in the pulpit of the Wesleyan Chapel in City Road. 
He was known in the provinces as a young preacher of great 
promise, and a more thqn ordinary curiosity was manifested to 
hear him on his coming to minister among us. Among ns I 
say, for I was then a regular attendant at that place of worship, 
and a member of the Wesleyan Society. In person he was tall 
and slender, of a somewhat pale, but thoughtful and serious 
countenance, and dressed in the plain but neat attire of the 
Wesleyan minsters. He stood erect and firm in the pulpit^ 
self-possessed aijd calm, but evidently impressed with the so- 
lemnity of what was before hhn. On announcing the hymn 
to be sung at the commencement of the ser^•ice, and repeating 
it, verse by verse,* we were struck by the clear and command- 
ing tones of his voice ; and, when he bowed his knees in prayer, 
such was the fervency of his strains, and the propriety, com- 
prehensiveness, and scriptural character of liis language, as to 

tices of Coleridge contained in Dr. Leifchild's Life of Joseph Hughes, of 
Battersea, are well worthy of pcmsaL 

* Dr. Leifchild doubtless means by two lines at a time. The mode he 
names has not yet roceived connectional sanction. 
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carry with him, to the throne of the Great Being whom he 
was addressing, the hearts and the understanding of the whole 
assembly. The sermon that followed was of the same charac- 
ter ; short in the exordimn, natural and simple in the di\'ision, 
and terse in style, but powerful in argument and appeal. 
There was little of action and less of pathos,* but a flow of 
strong and manly sense, that held the audience in breathless 
littention till it came to a close. 

** Sach was Dr. Bunting's first appearance in the pulpits of 
tJie metropolis, and such the commencement of his ministerial 
labors among us. After this I heard liim frequently, following 
Izdin from place to place where he ministered for the purpose, 
suid was always both pleased and profited. I paid the closest 
attention to the matter of his discourse and to the style of its 
composition. I was charmed and delighted, while I was in- 
etracted. Never before had I heard such preaching. Other 
■preachers, indeed, excelled him in some points, but none that 
I had ever heard equaled him as a whole. There was in him a 
combination of all the requisites of a good preacher, but in 
such equal proportion and happy adjustment that no one ap- 
peared prominent ; nor was there any marked defect, to detract 
from the general excellence. It was not any thing profound 
or original in the matter that fixed the attention, but, like his 
great contemporary, Robert Hall, he clothed the well-known 
topics of discourse with a propriety and felicity of diction that 
gratified and instructed, without any of those startling concep- 
tions and unheard-of illustrations which distinguish the ad- 
dresses of the celebrated author of the 'Essays,' the late John 
Foster. The plans of his sermons surprised no one by their 
novelty or ingenuity, but were always most natural, and such 
as would have suggested themselves to any thoughtful mind, 
while the discourses themselves were such as partook of all the 
sermonizing peculiarities of the period. There were divisions 
and subdivisions, with formal exordiums and perorations, which 
yet were redeemed from every thing like tameness and insipid- 
ity by the distinctness and energy of the thoughts and expres- 

* This allTision to want of pathos somewhat surprises me. But my hon- 
ored friend is describing impressions formed more than fifty years ago. Or, 
perhaps, a heart so full of evangelical tenderness was not easily satisfied 
with any expression of it. 

02 
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sions. You saw no deep emotion in the speaker, no enthusi- 
astic bursts of passion,* nor brilliant strokes of imagination, 
but you perceived a marked attention riveted upon him while 
he spoke, which never flagged nor decreased m its intensity 
till he closed and sat down. I can not describe the cadences 
of his voice, which combined in it a sharpness and a sweetness 
that I have never met with in any other, and that yet dwells 
upon my ears. 

" I ought not to omit to mention the beneficial results of his 
ministry. To many it was ' the power of God' to their ' salva- 
tion.' One of my own sisters was an instance of this. She 
afterward became as partial to him as I myself was, and re- 
ceived that blessing, through his instrumentality, wliich trans- 
formed her chai'acter and adorned her life until its peaceful and 
happy close. 

"He could not but be aware of my frequent appearance 
among his auditors, and, on that account, favored me with his 
notice, often allowing me to walk home with him, after the 
ser\dce8, to his own residence, and discoursing with me by the 
way in the most friendly manner. It was on one of these oc- 
casions that I ventured to inquire of him how he had attained 
to that remarkable readiness and accuracy in speaking which I, 
in conmion with many others, had so constantly observed. He 
replied that he was not aware of such facility and exactness ; 
but that, if it were so, it must arise from a habit he liad formed 
at a very early period of expressing himself on every topic, 
however trivial or common, in the fewest and most suitable 
terms he could find. Thus was produced one of his great pe- 
culiarities. He was never at a loss for a word exactly suited 
to the thought. I remember, on one occasion, accompanying 
some students for the ministry to hear him on a week-day even- 
mg, with a challenge to detect, if it were possible, such a dis- 
crepancy. On a comparison of notes afterward, it was found 
tliat not a single instance of the kind could be adduced. 

" He showed great candor and liberaUty of feeling toward 
others of different sentiments from his ov^ti in all those matters 
of religious faith and practice that do not touch upon any thing 
essential or fundamental. As a proof of this, I may state that, 
of all his colleagues in the circuit at that time, he was the only 
♦ Again I suggest tlio qualifications mentioned in the last note. 
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one who did not take offense at some alteration in my views of 
doctrine and discipline, leading at length into a course of prep- 
aration for the ministry in another denomination. Instead of 
this, after hearing me once or twice in my early ministrations, 
he said to me in the kindest manner, ' From some of your sen- 
timents and modes of expression, I judge you would be more 
happy in another connection than in ours, and equally useful; 
at which I should rejoice.' " 

I gain a fuller insight into my father's daily thoughts and 
Trays at this period than during any other portion offiis early 
life. For some four or five months the lovers in London and 
in Macclesfield corresponded as lovers only do, and sent, each 
tio the other, a diary of what liappened. Most of the letters 
s^nd journals are preser^'ed, and I cull some extracts from those 
hic wrote, interweaving with them extracts from other letters, 
s^nd interposing here and there a passing comment. It may be 
^issumed that he addresses his intended wife, miless the contra- 
il be stated. 

'-^ Auffust 26th^ 1803. This morning I attended the meeting 
<:>f all the London preachers, which is held at City Road every 
•Saturday, to fix the plans of the ensuing week, to transact the 
ixicidcntal business of our own circuit, and to give advice to any 
^^yreaehers from the country who choose to apply for it^ The 
^%^'ords which I have placed in italics suggest the idea of a cen- 
tral committee, of course, for coimsel only, which the necessities 
of the connection then sanctioned, and wliich, I believe, never 
c>eased, in one form or another, to occupy my father's mind. 
On the occasion of his election, for the third time, to the presi- 
dency, he formally requested that a Council of Ad\aco might 
T>e appointed, to assist him, during the year, in the administra- 
tion of connectional affairs, and to relievo hhn from individual 
^responsibility. 

" Sunday Evening^ August 2Sth. At Y o'clock A.M. I heard 
]Mr. Taylor, at the City Road Chapel, from Micah, vi., 6. After 
preacliing, several traveling and a great number of local preach- 
ers breakfasted together, according to custom ; and, after con- 
sultation and prayer, we all proceeded to our respective ap- 
pointments. "What our local brethren in London are as preach- 
ers, I can not tell ; but out of the ^pit they appear to great 
advantage indeed, as pious, sensible, and well-read men. I went 
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to Lambeth. I preached from 1 Peter, v., 7, with considerahle 
comfort to myself, and, I hmnbly hope, with some profit to the 
people. I like very much the spirit and manners of the leading 
members of the Lambeth society, with whom I had some con- 
versation before and after the service. I think I shall be quite 
charmed with the London Methodists when I can become more 
familiar with them. I believe it is one of my faults to form at- 
tachments too strong and tender for a man who is literally a 
sojoumef^nly, and a pilgrim, as all his fathers were. Howev- 
er, if warm friendships have their pains, they have their peculiar 
pleasures also. This evening I have been at Queen Street. I 
preached from Acts, iii., 26, with much comfort and enlargement 
of mind. I was delighted to see so full an attendance after- 
ward at the Society meeting. This is here just as it ought to 
be every where. 

^^ Monday Evening^ August 29^A. I rambled for an hour 
among the booksellers' shops in Paternoster Row, and at 
Baynes's was overpowered by temptation. I spent all the 
money I had in my pocket, which fortunately was not much. I 
preached at Hoxton, not at all to my satisfaction, from Romans, 
viii., 2. What contributed, perhaps, to my embarrassment of 
mind was the unexpected presence of Mr. Rodda, and of Mr. 
Benson and his family. How completely are we dependent in 
preaching, as in every other duty, on the influence of the Holy 
One ! My subject was one perfectly familiar to me, and my 
own mind was pre\dously in a good and spiritual frame, but yet 
I wanted my usual liberty, because He who doeth aU things 
well and wisely withheld, for some good reason, that special 
assistance which he oflcn condescends to afford. Mr. Benson 
very importunately urges me to prepare, for insertion in the 
next January Magazine, an account of my conversion, experi- 
ence, and entrance into the ministry ; but, as this accoimt would 
contain nothing new or out of the common way, and as I sin- 
cerely wish to avoid, rather than to court, publicity, I hope I 
shall be excused from such a task. There is, indeed, an old rule 
of Conference which requires it from the preachers who are 
admitted into full connection; but, as others have broken it, 
why may not I ? ^ 

" Tuesday^ August 30<A. 1 quite enjoyed my retirement the 
former part of this day, and found it specially good to hold con- 
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Terse with God. In praying for myself, for my dear S., for my 
Idn.d friends at Manchester and Macclesfield, and for the pros- 
j)erity of the good work in this city and circuit, I had more 
"than usual access to God, and was greatly strengthened and re- 
^"eshed. I was particularly led to implore the Divine forgive- 
:xie8B of all my sins of omission and commission as a man and 
sua a minister while in the circuit I have lately left, and I be- 
Tieve that my prayer is heard, and that I am ' accepted in the 
ZBeloved.* 

^^ Wednesday/ JEoening^ Augitst ^IsL I have preached at 
^ueen Street to a large congregation from Hebrews, iv., 14. I 
afterward met the leaders, who are veiy numerous and respect- 
able, in this part of the town. In such a leaders' meeting I 
:never presided before. But Methodism here is, like every 
"thing else, conducted on a largo scale. They exceed all other 
societies I ever knew in the liberal provision they make for 
"Aeir poor. 

** Sunday Evening^ September 4th, My texts to-day have 
T>een the same as last Sunday. I had fixed on others, but, 
"when I saw my congregation, I judged them unsuitable. In the 
;pulpit I had no considerable enlargement of mind, but I hope, 
xievertheless, that something was said which may appear to 
3>Taise, and honor, and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. 
^^d now farewell to this Sabbath tiU the Day of Judgment ! 
Ck)d be merciful to me, a sinner ! 

^^ Monday Evening^ September 5th. This has been a day of 
much temptation and depression. O Lord, I am oppressed ; 
undertake for me. 

** Wednesday JSvenifig^ September 1th. This morning, after 
breakfast, I had my box and bags, etc., conveyed to City Road, 
where I have now taken up my abode. How soon I may bo 
dislodged by death, God only knows. May I be prepared for 
every dispensation of Divine Providence I In this house, O 
Lord, give peace ! May it bo to me, and to all who are, or 
shaU be, my feUow-tenants of it, none other than the house of 
God and the gate of Heaven ! And may I be prepared more 
fully for the realms of bliss that are above ! Truly, in one 
point, they treat us somewhat hke apostles in this circuit ; they 
work us tolerably hard. He that wants a quiet and easy Ufe 
must not come hither to find it. I believe it will be utterly 
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impraoticablo to study much here, a circumstance stiU more 
UDpleasant by far than the fatigue of our evening walks. The 
only science we shall have much time to cultivate will be that 
which consists in finding the way from one street, and chapel, 
and village to another. I have hitherto had no leisure at all to 
tliink of new texts, or even to mend many of my old nets, and 
am therefore obliged to preach on those subjects which happen 
to be at present most familiar to my mind. 

" Thursday Evening^ September 8th. I was so weary and 
drowsy this morning at 6 o'clock that, though I heard Mr. 
Taylor going out to preach, I had neither curiosity enough, nor 
piety enough, to rise and hear him. To-morrow I must be up, 
as it will be my own turn to conduct the early devotions of the 
sanctuary. The whole of the forenoon was spent with Mr. 
Taylor m meeting classes. At 4 P.M. I went to assist Mr. 
Benson in giving tickets in Little Tower Street, and at 6 PJtf. 
at the New Chapel vestry. City Road. At 7, without much 
time for previous prayer or other preparation, I made my first 
appearance in the pulpit there. I was not violently shocked, 
though the congregation was very large, and Messrs. Benson, 
Rankin, Rodda, Dr. Whitehead, Dr. Hamilton, and other gen- 
tlemen of the same description composed a part of it. My 
text was 1 Peter, v., 7, which has, of late, become a favorite 
subject. This has been one of my best times as to freedom in 
public duty since I arrived in London. I hope I may regard 
this circumstance as a token for good. I afterward met the 
Bands, but was rather disappointed in my expectations from 
them. Such is the chronicle of this day's proceedings: how 
iminteresting to others, yet how important to myself, if consid- 
ered in connection ^ith my future account to the Judge of 
quick and dead I 

" Friday Evening^ September 9th. I was very unfortunate 
this morning. I did not rise, for I did not wake, after daylight 
appeared, until half past 6 o'clock. The man promised to call 
me at half past 4, but did not. I never before committed such 
a slothful blunder, sleeper as I am. However, it does not appear 
to have been of much consequence. They seem to have been 
accustomed to such disappointments for some years; so that, 
when Mr. Taylor preached yesterday, and informed them that 
they might expect me this morning, Mr. Lovelace, an old worn- 
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out barrister, could not help expressing his belief that * now 
there would be a revival in London, for there had been little 
^ood done since the morning preaching had been discontinued, 
n.iid that the abandonment of this practice was the true cause 
of the present war.' I counted the congregation as they came 
oat (for they held a prayer-meeting), and found them just twen- 
•fcy-one ; but this was an extraordinary number, nearly one half 
of whom were drawn to the chapel by their curiosity to hear 
^lie new preacher. Mr. Taylor could not scold me for my lazi- 
ness, for he himself was overtaken in the same fault last Friday. 
-Another week is now nearly gone ; a week certainly of many 
inercies, but a week of much inward exercise and frequent de- 
jection. O Lord, arise, help and deliver me, for Thy Name's 



*' jS^:>t€mb€r 10th, I am sorry to hear that you experience 

8xicli frequent depression of spirits. I am well qualified to sym- 

p^atblze "with you. Ever since I became a preacher, I have been 

■particularly harassed, at times, by an unaccomitable, irresistible 

"tendency to gloominess and dejection. I always find private 

I>rayer and reading the Scriptures on my knees the best remedy 

in my own case, and I earnestly recommend it to you. At the 

same time, let us strive to cast every care upon God, and to 

iKjlieve that he careth for us, and will order all things well. 

I can not but be pleased to hear that you have disposed of your 

l^udy cloak. Avoid ' the appearance of evil,' and ' give none 

offense, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the 

Church of God,' Tidth two or three other Scriptural sentiments 

of like tendency, are maxims to wliich, I doubt not^ you vnH 

endeavor to attend in the article of dress. Some of the London 

Methodists are by far too gay. Others arc very plain. But, 

Xiiongh a private individual may be lost in the surrounding 

crowd, a preacher's wife is as a city on a hill, that can not be 

liid. 

'* SaJturday Nighty September \Oth, I returned from the city 
just in time for the Penitents' meeting at City Road. Mr. 
Taylor, Dr. Hamilton, and Mr. Rankin prayed, and I was then 
obliged^ according to appointment, to ascend the pulpit and 
address the people. All the week I had looked forward to this 
engagement with fear and trembling, and I was very low when 
tlie time of action arrived. But I looked to the Strong for 
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Strength, and got through better than I expected* I found it 
best to fix niy mind on some particular snbject, and selecti?d 

* The Marks or Fruits of true Conviction.' After all, I am sat- 
isfied that I have but little talent for this sort of general exhort- 
ation. This meeting is numerously attended by our most pious 
and intelligent friends, and a special unction from the Holy One 
appears to attend it. 

"I am quite diverted by the comments which have been 
made on my first sermon at the New Chapel. One says it was 
a good sermon, but too labored, and that I study too much ; 
another, that it was delivered with too much rapidity ; a third, 
that there was too much use of Scriptural phraseology ; a fourth, 
that there was rather too much animation of voice and manner; 
a fifth, that I shall suit London very well, for that I don't rant 
and rave in the pulpit, but am calm and rational. This whim- 
sical diversity of opinions I have heard from different persons, 
chiefly preachers, to-day. I feel very indifferent to human cen- 
sure or applause. The great point is to stand approved of 
God ; to hear my Master say, ' Well done ;' to give an accept- 
able ' answer to Him that sent me.' " 

Dr. James Hamilton, mentioned in the preceding para- 
graph, and resident at this time in London, died in 1827, in 
the 87th year of his age. A sketch, by Kay of Edinburgh, of 
Joseph Cole, Hamilton, and Wesley, walking in the streets of 
that city, preserves the memory of a long and intimate friend- 
ship between the two last-named worthies. After having 
served as a surgeon in the Navy, and seen desperate fighting, 
HamDton settled at Dunbar, and, as Henry Moore records, 
"joined the Methodist Society without separating from the 
National Church." " On his first marriage he not only made 
the day, in truth, a holy-day, but brought liis bride with him 
to the prayer-meeting in the evening." He removed to Leeds, 
and eventually to the metropolis. He practiced not more as a 
physician than as a preacher and an evangelist. Two of liis 
sons held commissions in a Highland regiment: one died in 
Egypt of a fever ; the other, after exchanging regimcAts, and 
followmg Wellington through the Peninsula, was mortally 
wounded. " I speak," says Moore, " as little as possible of the 
advantages which ho derived from the fii-st Adam. To make 

* a fair show in the flesh,' he well knew, was opposed to * glo- 
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rying in the Cross of Christ,' and therein we were perfectly of 
one nund ; but having mentioned some of those providential 
advantages, there is one which, I think, I ought not to omit ; 
I mean his personal appearance, deportment, and manners, 
which would have adorned any rank in human society. These 
are gifts which call for the highest faithfidness, as they are em- 
inently ' the savor of life or of death' to those who possess 
them, as well as to those concerning whom they are exercised, 
and especially in a religious conmiunity." " When he resided 
at Leeds," says the apostolic James Wood, "he attended in 
the vestry of the Old Chapel one day in every week, where the 
poor had full liberty to apply for his advice." I have seen him 
in the pulpit, tall, but with an liabitual stoop ; in a plaintive 
tone, and in imadulterated Scotch, pouring out his heart to 
God and man. The blessing of his life-long excellence rests 
manifestly upon his grandson, the Rev. James Parsons, of York. 

Of the life of Rankin, another of the many trophies of Meth- 
odism in Scotland, his own account will be found in the third 
volume of " The lives of Early Methodist Preachers." 

^*' Sunday Evening^ September Wth. At lialf past 10 I read 
prayers at Snowsfields Chapel, in the Borough, and preached 
from 1 John, L, 0. I begin to feel a little more at home m the 
pulpits of the metropolis and its vicinity than I did when I first 
came. I dined with a Mr. Watson, near Rowland Hill's Chapel, 
Surrey Road. The congregation were just coming out as we 
passed the doors. What an immense crowd of gay people I 
But no wonder ; Mr. Jay had been their preacher. I must con- 
trive to hear him while he is in town. At 3 o'clock I began to 
give tickets at Rotherhithe. At 6 1 preached there from Luke, 
XV., 2, and was enabled, as Mr. Wesley used to phrase it, to 
* speak some strong, rough words.' After finishing the renew- 
al of the tickets?, I walked home ; Mr. Taylor came a little after 
me ; and says this has been the hardest day's work he has ever 
performed since he left Cornwall, many years ago. We tried 
to rouse each other by singing to Beaumont's tune, to which he 
is as partial as myself, 

" * O may Thy Spirit seal,' etc.,* 

♦ «* O may Thy Spirit seal 

Our Bonis unto that day \ 
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but had not strength enough left to finish the verse. So we 
gave it up, and began to talk about Macclesfield. Well, all is 
right. 'Labor is rest, and pain is sweet,' for Him whom wc 
have the honor to serve in the Gospel of His Son. My Sab- 
baths, though my most laborious days, are usually my best and 
happiest days. The service of God is its own immediate re- 
ward. Yet I have need to say, * Pardon the iniquity of my holy 
things !' 

^^ Monday Evening^ September \2th. At 9 o'clock I went to 
Cateaton Street, but had only my labor for my pains. Return- 
ing by Guildhall, I stepped in and saw the lord-mayor, sheriff, 
recorder, etc., open the Quarter Sessions. I heard one trial for 
a petty assault, which was not in itself at all interesting, but 
was rendered important by the subsequent circumstanc<?s. The 
witnesses for the prosecutor most explicitly and directly contra- 
dicted those for the defendant, so that, on one side or the other, 
there was the blackest perjury. This gave occasion, of course, 
to the counsel (Knapp and Pooley) to display their ingenuity, 
and they both 8j)okc very ably. IJut how much more interest- 
ing and dignified is the eloquence of the pulpit than that of the 
bar !" 

I am not sure that my father's comparison can be fairly in- 
stituted. Between such forensic oratory as that to which ho 
listened and the genuine eloquence of the pulpit there is no re- 
lation except that of positive contrast, while, on the other hand, 
some seimons, in clearness of arrangement, lucidity of state- 
ment, earnestness of spirit, and continuous aim at a well-defined 
object, are iromeasurably inferior to the speeches which are 
heard daily in courts of justice. I speak not of petty wran- 
gUngs in criminal courts or at " Nisi Prius," but of the appeals 
addressed to juries on great occasions, and especially of those 
solenm argumentations with which astute Lawyers, scholars, 
and logicians ply the quick but cautious mtellects of judges 
on the bench. To me, who have conversed much with each 
kind of eloquence, it has often seemed that those modem preach- 

With all Thy fullness fill, 

And then transport awaj ! 
Away to our eternal rest, 
Away to our Bcdecmcr*B breast I** 

WfiSLBT*8 OoUection, p. 477. 
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era who make it their study to tickle " itching cars," might gain 
much if they cultivated the simplicity of speech without which 
BO man rises to high distinction at the Enghsli bar. We per- 
plex ourselves greatly with the question why the pulpit, with 
its long-established hold upon the superstition of the ignorant 
and upon the reverence of the good, and with its various range 
of momentous topics, makes an impression so comparatively 
small upon the masses with which it deals. Beardless sciolists 
sxnd bold adventurers try to re\dve and increase the popular in- 
"t^rest in preaching by degrading its dignity and by secularizing 
its sacred themes, whUe multitudes of well-meaning clergy, of 
all schools within the Establishment, and of all sects out of it,' 
"by some conventional mannerism of style or of deUvery, or by 
^he constant effort to produce startling effects, or by vapid pret- 
^tincsses of phrase and figure, expect to storm the consciences of 
siufid men, and to frighten or to cheat them into piety. None 
of these artifices will succeed. They are very ancient novel- 
"(ics. The common people have always distrusted them; and 
plain sense nowadays stares, and asks why an honest man should 
^-ulgarize the great thought of God, or search for thoughts more 
"true and tellmg ; or why, because the preacher stands some six 
feet higher than his usual level, he should assume unnatural at- 
titudes, speak in a false voice, gesticulate in a manner which, if 
used at home, would scare his loving household ; or, worse than 
all, attempt to woo dying sinners with the story of the dying 
Savior, in the modes practiced by a clever moimtebank extem- 
porizing at a country fair. A marked and constant simj^ici- 
tj^ — ^the test of 8i7i^eriti/ in the pulpit ; the manifestation of the 
truth, with manifest truthfuhiess of purpose — this of itself would 
do much to excite the spirit of hearing. The advocate at the 
bar is intensely sincere. He means to gain the cause ; and so 
it is his prime business to be believed / and the wish breathes in 
every look and^\'ord. How would the cool-headed judge sur- 
vey him through the detecting eye-glass, if every gesture, tone, 
and sentence were altogether unUke the man who used them ! 
" Now they do it to obtain a corruptible cro"Nvn." 

^^tViday Evening^ Sept IQth, If I must give a true and 
faithful account of the manner in which this day has been spent, 
I must say that it has been almost wholly occupied in going 
from place to place, to make calls of business and calls of friend- 
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ship. I went, first of all, to deliver a letter from a friend in 
JMsmchester to a sister of hers in liathbone Place, Oxford Street 
This poor woman had buried her husband only yesterday ; and 
I spent a profitable half hour in comforting and praying with 
her. *It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go 
to the house of feasting.* Then to St. IVIartin's Lane, to see an 
old acquaintance of my father and mother. He came original- 
ly from the same place with them (Monyash, in the Peak of 
Derbyshire), and is now a local preacher among us. I had not 
much personal knowledge of him, but remembered that precept 
of Solomon, * Thy own, and thy father's friend, forsake not.' 
Then to Mr. Brucc's, in Aldersgate Street, where I dined and 
took tea. This is a most agreeable family, and we had much 
pious, rational, and improving conversation. Then to Mr. Bnl- 
mer's, in Friday Street. This gentleman is a very leading man 
in the society. I had several times seen him and Mrs. B. in 
Lancasliire. I suppose the petition from this circuit for mo 
was sent chiefly at his instance. Such have been some of my 
peregrinations this day. I returned in time to begin the prayer- 
meeting at City Road. There were many people, and much 
of the spirit of prayer. I am more and more charmed with 
the piety and fervency of Dr. Hamilton. His prayer to-night 
would, I think, have affected and softened even an infidel, at 
least for the time. Though I do not know that I could, vnth 
propriety, have avoided any of the visits I have made to-day, 
yet I own that I review them with some degree of dissatisfac- 
tion. I regret the time thus unnecessarily consumed, and hope 
I shall not soon again be compelled to rob my study and my 
books of so many leisure hours. I find that the bed which 
now stands in my room is that formerly occupied by Mr. Wes- 
ley when ho was in London, and on which he finished his tri- 
mnphant course. Tliis circumstance, small as it is, affords to 
me, who am * a bigoted Methodist^ considerable pleasure. I 
feel it an honor, of which I am unworthy, to be Mr. Wesley's 
successor in any thing. 

" Wednesday/ MoTfiing^ Sept, 2l8t I am unfortunate as to the 
morning preaching. I was up in time, but, when I came to the 
doors, found them so variously and so curiously locked, barred, 
and chained, that I could not, for the life of me, open any one 
of them. In order to save my character and credit, I called 
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through the gates to Dr. Hamilton, who was waiting my ap- 
pearance, and desired him to begin the ser\'ice. At length the 
servant came down and set me at liberty. I began preaching 
to eight persons, and, when I concluded, could muster only 
thirteen. My text was Psalm Ivii., 1. The preacher and his 
sermon, dull as they were, were apparently not more dull than 
most of his audience. However, Dr. Hamilton prayed most 
sweetly when I had done, and this well repaid me. I am glad 
to have so good an account of your habitual frame and state of 
mind. Your prosperity, spiritual as well as temporal, I most 
ardently desire, and daily pray for to the God of all grace. 
Your chief danger, I think, arises from your natural vivacity. 
This is in itself a great blessing, but it may degenerate into a 
source of mischief and danger. Give yourself, my very dear S., 
to much prayer, and learn, by habits of fellowship with God, to 
l>e * never less alone than when alone.' I have reproached my- 
self for spealdng in my last too strongly about your preceding 
letter. I forgot, at the moment, tliat you were writing to me, 
and indulged yourself, on that account, in a degree of playful- 
ness which you would not have allowed under other circum- 
stances. But we are both so prone to err on that side that we 
shall do well to be on our guard. You know I am no cynic, 
no advocate for * sotir godliiieas,^ as Mr. Wesley terms it ; but 
I desire not to be found a trifler. We may laugh away in five 
minutes that spirituality and heavcnly-mindednees which we 
may weep whole days and weeks before we fully regain. I 
think you will not be displeased by the freedom which I have 
used on this subject. I shall be thankful to receive from you 
any cautions and advices which you think I need. Watch over 
me in love, and prove yourself, by telling me of all that you 
think is wrong in me, a faithful friend. 

" Wednesday Evening , September 2l8t. After finishing my 
letters, I hastened to St. Mary Woolnoth, in Lombard Street, 
and had the pleasure of seeing and hearing, for the first time, 
the rector, Mr. Newton, ' venerable in virtues as in age.' He 
appears to be quite worn out, and tottering over the brink of 
the grave. His text was, ' Rejoice the soul of Thy servant.' 
There was nothing particularly interesting in his sermon, ex- 
cept as viewed in connection with the character and circum- 
stances of the preacher. I love to hear old ministers. In the 
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evening I i)reachecl at Stratford from 1 Peter, iii., 15. I have 
traveled like a gentleman to-day. I mounted the Stratford 
stage at Whitecliapel, as I went, and as I was about to return 
I met with a London chaise, and rode in it within half a mile 
of home. Thus I have saved my shoes and my bones at the 
expense of my cash. However, it cost me but eighteen pcnc^», 
and I do not intend to be often so idle or so extravagant. 

^^ Thursday^ /September 22d. This day has furnished no inci- 
dent that deserves recordmg here. Yet Avhat a serious con- 
sideration is it that everv incident and occurrence of it is re- 
corded hi another place, and will be produced for me, or against 
me, at the last day ! I had a lioUday from preaching this even- 
ing, and lieard Mr. Taylor, at City Road, from ' IIoj)e maketh 
not ashamed.' My mind Avas strangely and unusually disposed 
to wander. This I c4in not Avell accomit for, as I had been f:i- 
vored with considerable access to God in the course of the day, 
and am not Avont to find mucli difliculty in fixing my attention 
on any subject to which I wish to listen. 'Pardon, O Lord, 
the iniquity of my holy tilings.' 

^^J^yidaf/ Ectnintj^ Sejytemher 22d. This morning I rose very 
early, and finished my letters. I next indulged myself with a 
half hour's lounge in the booksellers' shops. The Dissenting 
ministers, I perceive, are quite before us Methodists in publi- 
cations designed to stimulate the people to engage in the act- 
ive defense of the country. Messrs. Hughes, Cooper, Fuller, 
and many othi*rs of them, have pubhshed sermons with that 
view, preached to their respective congregations. From Sta- 
tioners' Court I went to Surrey Chapel, and heard a sort of 
lecture from Mr. Jay. He was not so anunated nor so brilliant 
as when I heard him before, but very inst motive and impress- 
ive. Few preachers are able to extort tears from me ; but ho 
conquered me, and dissolved me into tenderness wliile enlarg- 
ing on the character and sufferings of the Apostle Paul. When 
I hear such preaching as Mr. Jay's,! am always ashamed of my- 
self, and wonder that the people should ever like to listen to 
my poor SAvashy* sermons. I feel I am too declamatory in my 
mode of preaching. I want more weight and solidity. How- 
ever, while I am humbled, I am roused, and see the necessity 
of increasing diligence, that I too, by the blessing of God, may 
♦ ** 7b swash^ c. w., to make a great clatter or noise.** — JonssoN. 
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become in due time ' a workman that ncedetli uot to hv 
ashamed.' " 

^September 23<4 my father wTites to Mr. Wood, "The long 
eveuing walks are indeed productive of considerable fatigue, but 
they become more easy by custom, and hitherto my strength 
sceius to increa.se in proportion to the increase of my work. 
What will be the state of my health in the winter, I can not 
tell. At present I bless God I am quite well, and, if it please 
I>iviiie Providence to continue to me this mercy, I shall not 
mind the fatigue. It is my lot, and I beUeve always w^ill be, 
to preach the Gospel *• in much weariness ;' weariness in the 
service, not of it. We have no particular news either in the 
political or the religious world, excei)ting, uideed, that we have 
just received accounts from Gibraltar that some of our pious 
soldiers in that garrison are sufiering grievous persecution for 
axttcnding Methodist preaching when riot on duty. Two of 
tFhem, for this only crime, have received two hundred lashes ; 
and one, who was a corporal, is also reduced to the ranks. At 
the time our intelligence came away, another of our brethren 
^was under sentence of five hundred lashes. Tliis matter is like- 
ly to be very seriously taken up by several gentlemen in Lon- 
don, since such military tyranny is completely illegal. In Ja- 
maica, also, they continue to pass and enforce penal laws against 
US. If the govermnent here wink at these attacks upon relig- 
ions liberty, I shall begin to fear for the safety of the country. 
God will avenge His Church on all her oppressors, wherever 
Be find them." 

" Saturday Nighty September 2Wi. I was in time to deliver 
toy packet in Cateaton Street,* and to take tea at Mr. Ilovatt'e, 
in Bishopsgate Street. Several preachers were present, and 
onr party was pleasant and profitable. I was reproved shaq>ly 
for my tacitamity (a crime into which, I fear, I am not apt to 
fidl), and required to contribute my share to the conversation 
in terms which made me feel extremely awkward and foolish. 
The Penitents^ meeting is the best public ordinance I attend. 
It was good for me, and for many, this night, to be there. Mr. 
Benson concluded it by speaking very closely on the marks of 

• TIic pockets intended for my mother were, by Mr. Rylc's considerate 
kindness, forwarded in his parcels of goods to Macclesfield. Uis London 
wehotue was in the street naxned. 
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sincere conversion. One of the marks he mentioned was ^ an 
earnest desire to avoid every thing which may furnish occaaion 
or suggest temptation to sin.' Under this head he said some 
strong things to the ladies about gay and costly apparel, the 
wearing of which, he insisted, rendered their conversion sus- 
j^icious, because it exposes them to the temptation of pride and 
self-complacency ; which tempers, if sincere, they would not 
cherish, but resist. I did not know that I had sent you the 
London plan. I will inclose the new one, which I have this 
moment received from the press. I see they have given me far 
more than my share of the work in the New Chapel. This is 
kindly meant, but I would rather have had only my own turns. 
" Sunday Evenijig^ S^. 25th. Mr. Bankhi preached this 
morning from Psalm xxv. At our breakfiist meeting which 
followed, a Mr. Ringeldauben, from Germany, was introduced. 
He is come to England for the purpose of being shortly sent 
abroad, under the patronage of the Society for Missions in 
Africa and the East. I venerate greatly the zeal and piety of 
those who thus abandon their country and friends in order to 
evangelize the heathen. When I look at their sacrifices and 
exertions, I feel utterly ashamed pf myself. However, some 
must stay in garrison, while others carry offensive war into the 
territories occupied by the enemy ; and, on the whole, I do not 
doubt that I am where God would have me to be. Mr. R. very 
modestly requested that ho might be appointed to some of our 
country chapels ; but I took him with me to Spitalfields, and 
published him there for the aflemoon. God bless him ! I love 
him for his work's sake. I spent most of the afternoon alone, 
being too tired, and too anxious about my own work at Queen 
Street in the evening, to go to any place of worship. I was a 
good deal perplexed about my Charity-sermon text, being di- 
vided between Gal., vi., 9, and Deut., xxix., 29, the only pas- 
sages I had before used on like occasions. At length I fixed 
on the latter. I have never been so fluttered by the sight of a 
congregation as I was for about half an hour after I entered 
the pulpit. After a while I forgot my fears and embarrass- 
ments, and spoke with considerable freedom. I am heartily 
glad that it is all over. Thus one Sabbath passes after another 
in rapid succession ; my last will soon arrive. Tliough I cer- 
tainly have now more ties to earth than I formerly had, I still 
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feel that it can not arrive too soon, if it do but find me ready. 
£xliansted in body and mind, I lay me down to rest, ashamed 
and disgusted with myself, but very thankAil to God for the 
oomforts I enjoy. Gk)od-night to all the world !" 
Dr. Percival writes to my father under date of 

<< September 26th, 1803. 
" jMy deab Sib, — ^To your very affectionate letter I have only 
time to make a short reply. But few words are necessary to 
express the steady and cordial attachmeilt which I retain, and 
aliall through life retain, for you. I rejoice that you have the 
prospect of a happy settlement in London, w^here you can not 
fail to enjoy numerous opportunities of improvement. The 
'W^ork of Dr. Magee on Atonement shall be delivered to your 
sister, to be forwarded to you for the use of your friend. It 
may be returned during the course of next month. I am in 
daily expectation of a visit from Dr. Magee, and shall state to 
bim the particulars you mention. I believe his book is out of 
print in Dublin as well as in London. Ho is at present 6o 
much occupied with his Discourses on the Prophecies as not to 
liave leisure for a new edition of the treatise on Atonement. 
He means to revise the whole, and will, probably, convert the 
long notes into separate dissertations. I thank you for your 
Und attention to my commission respecting Eden on Punish- 
ment. Pray continue to keep it in view, but do not give your- 
self much trouble about it. My whole family unite in the 
kindest regards to you, with your sincerely affectionate friend 
and servant, Thomas Peboval." 

f 

Inclosed in this letter I find a slip of paper addressed to 
Miss Bunting : 

** Be so good as to offer my most affectionate respects to 
your brother, with my best thanks for his very acceptable and 
obliging present. The third edition of ' Penal Law' is the last, 
and that wlpch I wanted. Lord Auckland informs me that his 
bookseller could nowhere meet with a copy. Your brother has, 
therefore, been fortunate in his search. Yours, T. P." 



*' Mandat/ JSoening, September 2eth. I have had a lon% «xv3. 
Vol. L— H 
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pleasant conversation with Mr. Butterworth, one of our lead- 
ing men, who says the London people (meaning, I suppose, 
himself and his particular friends) have not been for manv 
years so satisfied with their appointment of preachers, as a 
whole, as they are this year. I consider acceptance, as well as 
success, to be the gift of God, and am, therefore, thankful for 
my share of it. But it will be well Lf they are profited as much 
as they say they are pleased. Mr. Butterworth tells me he has 
in his mind a project for raising a complete theological library, 
to be appropriated to the use of the preachers in LfOndon. He 
says he can easily secure a few hundred pounds, once for all, 
to be applied to the purchase of it. Such a scheme, howcTer 
honorable to the proposer, is not so necessary, and would not 
be so useful here as in country circuits. There is scarcely a 
book of established merit which may not be borrowed in Lon- 
don from some of our friends, and we have but little time for 
those regular, close, and systematic studies which render the 
pri\Tlego of consulting large Ubraries so valuable. On my way 
home I again stepped into St. Paul's. What an astonishing 
pile of architecture ! But the chanting of the prayers is very 
bad. I have witnessed many extravagances in the prayer- 
meetings, etc., of the persons called Revivalists among us, but 
I never saw or heard any thing there so irreverent, so irra- 
tional, so unscriptural as these proceediogs in St. Paul's. The 
clergy of the Establishment have no right to throw stones at 
us for tolerating Ranterism whUe such things are practiced 
by themselves in their own cathedrals." [My father is speak- 
ing of the careless an^ often profane ser>'ices of former days.] 
" We have had a very busy afternoon. In order to expedite 
the business of the Quarterly meeting, it is the custom for the 
steward to meet the preachers a few days before, and to receive 
and pay all the moneys from them or to them in private, so 
that at the pubUo meeting the accounts are only read and aud- 
ited. This plan is a good one. It leaves more time for inter- 
esting and useful conversation. Our business was concluded 
but just in time for me to run to Snowsfields, where I preached 
from Acts, iii., 26, and met the leaders. I have not lost a min- 
ute, yet it is now 11 o'clock, and I have promised to preach in 
the morning at 5 o'clock. 
" Tue9day Mening^ Sept. 21th. After a very sleepless night, 



HIS EABLY MINISTBY IN LONDON. 171 

full of tossings to and fro, I rose between 4 and 5 o'clock, and 
preached from Romans, viii., 2. I again began my sermon to 
eight persons, and again mastered thirteen at the conclusion. 
This seems to be the ne plus vUra^ beyond which the attrac- 
tions of my morning eloquence can not avail. I view this serv- 
ice as a work of complete supererogation. Mr. Taylor is 
resolved that he will not engage in it more than once a week, 
and advises me to be like-minded. None of the other traveling 
preachers will attend ; so that it is the tax which toe have to 
pay for living in the episcopal palace and occupying head*- 
quarters. The leaders' meeting resolved a few weeks ago that 
it should be given up, and converted into a prayer meeting; 
but, to gratify the prejudices of two or three, it is continued. 
However, it is not in vain hmnbly to wait upon God. At 6 
o'clock P.M. I preached to a goodly company at Bow from Acts, 
xiii., 38, 39, being particularly requested to speak on the sub- 
ject of Justification. A gentleman, whose name is Buttress,* 
and who lives in Spitalfields, had offered me his company, wliich, 
of course, I accepted, and was glad that I did. I found him an 
agreeable and intelligent fellow-traveler. He tells me that, dur- 
ing the three years of Mr. Adam Clarke's residence m London, 
he was his almost constant attendant. Mr. Clarke used to call 
him his satellite, and very justly, for he walked witli him six 
thousand miles, heard him preach nine hundred sermons (eight 
hundred and ninety-eight of which were from different texts), 
and supped with him, after their evening excursions (either at 
Mr. Clarke's or at his own house), about six hundred times. 
Mr. Buttress is a good deal connected with the evangelical 
ministers of the metropolis in the Church and out of it, and 
gave me more information about them than any person I had 
before met with. 

" Wednesday^ September 2%th. I have not been out of the 
house to-day. I read the second part of Huntington's ' Bank 
of Faith.' Whatever be this gentleman's talents, I fear his 
spirit is not that of the Bible or of Christ. He boasts too 
much, and manifests something which I can not distinguish 
from pride and culpable levity. But perhaps I am mistaken. 
Tis well that I wrote my letters yesterday, for I am not capa- 

* For fifty-fire years a much esteemed friend of my father, and still stir- 
viTing. 
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ble of very close application to-day. My head aches sadly, and 
my spirits are low, ' Is any afflicted ? let him pray.' O Lord, 
let Thy Spirit help my infirmities, and support the feebleness 
of my mind ! 

' " Thursday Evenmg^ S^emher 2^th. I spent an hour this 
forenoon in examining the contents of Mr. Wesley's library. 
The title of one volume could not but attract my notice under 
present circumstances : ' A Treatise on the Cumbers and Troub- 
les of Marriage ; intended to advise them that viay^ to shun 
tliem ; them that may ?iot^ well and patiently to bear thenL' 
If I had a little more leisure, perhaps I might give this book a 
perusal ; for, though the first piece of advice comes now too 
late for me to follow, probably I may some time stand in need 
of the second. 

^^ Friday JSveniiiy^ September SOth. My mind to-night is 
more than usually affected by a sense of the mercy and forbear- 
ance of my God toward me. I am greatly encouraged to hope 
in Him; greatly ashamed of my proneness to wander; and 
greatly desirous to set out afresh in the path of entire devoted- 
ness to His scr\'ice. 

" *0 Thou who kUl'st and mak'st alive, 

To me Thy quickening power impart ; 
Thy grace convey ; Thy work revive ; 

Kctouch my lips ; renew ray heart ; 
Forth, with a new commission, send ; 
And all Thy servant^s steps attend.' 

" Saturday Noon^ October 1st. The preachers do not meet 
this week, so I liave had the forenoon to myself — a great priv- 
ilege. I am quite at a loss what text to fix upon for to-morrow 
evening. In this respect, also, it is needful to implore Divine 
influence, that we may be guided aright." 

October Ist^ 1803, Mr.Entwisle writes to him, " We hope for 
better days in Macclesfield. Two regulations have lately taken 
place, which, if properly attended to, will be useful. We have 
agreed to have a leaders' meeting once a month for spiritual 
conversation, etc. Last Friday but one was the first. Most 
of the brethren were present. I spoke to every individual, and 
closely examined them on the subject of private prayer. The 
following questions were proposed to each: 1. 'Do you make 
a point of retiring for secret prayer once or twice a day, be- 
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sides morning and evening devotion ?' This we all thought to 
be a duty and a privilege, unless something extraordinary hap- 
pened to render it impossible. 2. ' Do you not only inculcate 
the duty upon your members, but individually inquire if they 
perform it ?' If we can persuade leaders and people to much 
secret prayer, we shall soon find the good effects of it. I find 
some of the leaders were not very strict in their inquiries, and 
it has been found that some, from whom better things were ex- 
pected, have lived in the partial, if not general neglect of that 
important duty. We are in reality just what we are before 
God in secret. ' The secret acts of men, if noble, are far the 
noblest of their lives.' The other thing alluded to is a plan for 
the recovery of backsliders. A nimiber of our brethren have 
agreed to lay themselves out to reclaim the wanderers. The 
town is divided into districts ; two or three visitors in each 
district. These intend to visit them, pray with them, and 
bring them to the means of grace ; and, when they are judged 
in a proper state to be readmitted, to recommend them to 
meet with their former leaders. The brethren who have en- 
gaged in this labor of love are to meet the preacher once a 
fortnight, after Sunday-morning preaching, in order to bring 
their report and receive advice. It certainly is a good design, 
whatever it may produce. I know you will join me in i)ray- 
ing, ' O Lord, send now prosperity !' " 

" October IsL Amid all, let us try, my best beloved, to be 
increasingly attentive to the one great business of life — prep- 
aration for eternity. Tliis world, with all its connections and 
enjoyments, must shortly pass away. Our existence here, 
though justly compared to a shadow, is introductory to a 
state of the most substantial happiness or misery, that shall 
abide forever. * Seeing that ye look for such things, be dili- 
gent that ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot, and 
blameless.' Let us redeem the time from unnecessary inter- 
course with the world for the purpose of walking with God, 
and conversing with our Father who is in heaven. Let us 
cultivate the true spirit of prayer. If it will suit you, I find 
that I can generally set apart the hour between seven and 
eight o'clock in the morning for meeting you at the footstool 
of our conmion Friend. I trust His Providence has made us 
acquainted, and that He will afford all needful direction aA to 
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every thing which concerns our future conduct and happiness. 
Let us importunately and believingly claim His promise — * In 
all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.' 
I dined with Mr. and Mrs. Meredith, of Bishopsgate Street. 
Mr. and Mrs. and two Misses Rutherford, with Mr. and Mrs. 
Taylor, were of the party, which was more pleasant than I ex- 
pected. Miss Meredith and Miss Rutherford are musically in- 
clined, and entertained Mr. Taylor by playing and singing. 
He desired them to sing a favorite Scotch air in the words of 
one of our hymns. They wished to retain the words of a love- 
song, to which the music originally belonged, and asked him 
whether he saw any harm in those words. His answer, I 
think, deserves recording, as the maxim it contains will apply 
to a thousand similar instances : " My children, you do well to 
inquire, in the first place. Is there any harm in it ? But, if this 
first question be answered in the negative, still there is a sec- 
ond inquiry to be made, which must be answered in the affirm- 
ative before your use of that song can be justified, Is there any 
good in it ?' 

" Sunday Evenmg^ October 2d. I read prayers at Wapping 
this forenoon (making, I believe, but one blunder*), and preach- 
ed from Romans, viii., 2, which I had no thought of doing be- 
fore ; but, wliile I was in the desk, I felt a strong inclination to 
fix upon it ; and, supposing that the impulse might possibly be 
Divine, I yielded, though with some hesitation, resulting from 
my having so frequently spoken upon this passage of late. I 
had a very good time. 

" At the New Chapel in the evening, my text was 1 Timothy, 
i., 18. This chapel, when crowded, is, I fear, too large for me. 
The necessary exertion of my voice quite overstrained it, and 
I spoke painfully to myself, and probably not very pleasantly 
to the ears of others. It was not one of my happiest efforts 
in the preaching way. But perhaps God saw it right to pun- 
ish me by withholding the wonted aids, in some measure, for 
the want of that entire simplicity and singleness of eye which 
would have made me somewhat less solicitous than I was 
about my first appearance in the Sunday evening congregation. 

* Tho reading of the morning service was a norclty to him. In Oldham 
and in Macclesfield the engagements at the chapel were still condacted as 
supplementary to those of the Chorch of England. 
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Exhausted as I am, I can procure no substitute for the morn- 
ing ; so I must say good-night, and go to rest, that I may wake 
in time. 

^"^ Monday Evening^ October 3d. Rest I could get but very 
little of last night, and I lay awake long enough before the time 
of preaching. At 5 o'clock I went into the vestry, and found 
not a soul present. By-and-by three persons appeared. By 
the time I had sung twice and prayed, four more arrived. As 
I did not find my mind in preaching cue, I read to them the 
Sermon on the Mount, and expounded a few passages as I pro- 
ceeded ; and good Dr. Hamilton concluded. People in general 
are much more alarmed about an invasion than heretofore. I 
hear the Jews in London are forming themselves into a Vol- 
xmteer Company, a circumstance ^vithout a parallel. Their 
high-priest, also, has compiled a prayer specially adapted to the 
present exigence, which is to be used in all their synagogues. 

** The ' Christian Observer' has of late months taken several 
opportunities to attack the Wesleyan Methodists as schismat- 
ics and enthusiasts. Wliat they say in that work this month 
about our late minute against women preaching has some 
weight. More stress ought to have been laid on what I judge 
to be the express prohibition of that practice by St. PauL But 
their vague insinuations in another article about our enthusi- 
astic pretenses to inspiration, etc., are unmanly. Mr. Benson 
strongly urges me to draw up a short defense of our general 
character and doctrines against these insinuations for insertion 
in our Magazine. They deserve a little lashing; but let not 
my hand be upon them ! Mr. Rutherford is very kind and af- 
fectionate toward me. He has not forgotten our former ac- 
quaintance in Manchester. To me he was very useful, almost 
at the commencement of my religious life. My turn to-night 
was Hoxton, but, to oblige Mr. Benson, I took his place at 
Queen Street, and preached from Jer., viii., 22. Messrs. Myles 
and Rutherford, who sat exactly opposite to me, rather embar- 
rassed my proceedings. After preaching I met the band-lead- 
ers, as customary once a month, to examine their band-papers, 
to admit new members, etc. Those who meet in Band in Lon- 
don all pay something weekly, as in their classes, which is re- 
ceived from the leaders at these meetings by an officer called 
the ^ band-steward,' and distributed by him to the poor. At 
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6 o'clock, my friend Mr. Blackbume, from Saddleworth, and a 
London minister of the name of Atkinson (who is a tutor in 
Hoxton Academy), called on me according to appointment, and 
we went together to hear JVIr. Hmitington in Monkwell Street. 
I was considerably disappointed. He is not so much of the 
orator, nor was he so much to-night of the rank Antinomian as 
I expected. I see nothing in his manner that accounts for his 
amazing celebrity, and am more and more convinced that^ of all 
contemptible things, popular panegyric is one of the most con- 
temptible, and oftener misapplied than deserved. Mr. Hunt- 
ington has great readiness in quoting Scripture, and, in the 
course of a long sermon, brought forward much sound and val- 
uable divinity, mixed with very little froth, and not delivered 
with much animation. I now almost vneih I had heard Mr. Jay 
instead, though I by no means think that my time has been 
uselessly employed. I was invited to sup with Mr. Blackbume 
at the house of Mr. Wilson, in Finsbury Place, a gentleman of 
great influence among the Evangelical Dissenters. Seldom 
have I spent an hour so agreeably or more edifying. Though 
I am firioly attached to Wesleyan Methodism as the system of 
doctrines and of discipline, wliich I think is, as a whole, more 
scriptural and primitive than any other now existing; yet there 
is not, I believe, a man upon earth who more sincerely vener- 
ates than I do the image of God in persons of different senti- 
ments and denominations, or who more readily embraces in 
Christian affection good men of all descriptions.. And this 
catholic charity I feel to be perfectly consistent with my own 
peculiar attachments and predilections. 

" Wednesday Evening^ Oct 5th, The whole of this forenoon 
was spent in my study, chiefly in my accustomed devotional 
exercises. I feel that I should be culpably wanting in grati- 
tude to Him from whom all blessings flow i£^ in recording this 
day's incidents, I omitted to mention the unusual profit and 
pleasure which resulted from my private approaches to Hun 
this morning. I felt the word to be most precious, and His 
favor to be better than life, and had more than wonted enlarge- 
ment of heart while engaged in intercession for the world, the 
Church, the Methodist connection, the circuits I have left, and 
that in which I now am, and for various friends and beloved 
connections, on whose accoimt God forbid that I should ever 
cease to pray. 
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" Saturday JSvening^ October 8eh. It fell to my lot to-night 
to exhort at the Penitents' meeting. I could procure no sub- 
stitute, and therefore reluctantly attempted it. I had very lit- 
tle freedom or comfort in speaking. I addressed myself chiefly 
to those persons who are not so thoroughly awakened as to 
produce that seeking of the Lord ' with the whole heart' which 
is necessary in order to our finding Him ; whose penitence is 
sincere so far as it goes, but not sufficiently deep, lively, and 
habitual. 

" Sunday^ October 9th. At 10 I read prayers, as usual, at 
Spitalfields, and preached to a large congregation from 1 Peter, 
iiL, 15. I had resolved not to dine out to-day, but was per- 
suaded to return home with Mrs. Hovatt, under the idea that I 
might have as much retirement there as m my own room. We 

found, however, several friends, one of whom. Miss ^ a very 

young but very sermon-loving lady, I was glad to accompany 
to Eastcheap Chapel, to hear Mr. Clapton. I had heard, from 
good judges, the highest character of Mr. Clayton's talents as 
a preacher, and I was not disappointed. There is something 
wonderfully pleasing to me in his manner. It is easy, serious, 
dignified, and highly impressive. His elocution is animated 
and manly, but very difierent from the florid, tinsel oratory 
which distinguishes many of those who are called popular 
preachers. Mr. Clayton is popular indeed, but not among the 
populace. In his matter to-day there was nothing new or un- 
conmion. The subject was the duty of confidence in God in 
the present perilous times. But any thing said by Mr. Clayton 
is said so well as to become striking and interesting. I am 
more and more convinced that my character in the pulpit is 
too much that of a declaimer, and too little that of the Chris- 
tian preacher ; but ' Rome was not built in a day.' I must try 
to be more weighty and solid. Mr. Clayton, as a parent, is 
highly honored of God. He has two sons already in the min- 
istry, and another at Hoxton Academy, who is likely to be as 
great an honor to it as his brothers and father. After all, I 
like our own system and people best. If others have more 
brilliant displays of talent in their assemblies, I think we have, 
in general, most of the spirit of true and lively devotion." 

With the son then at the academy, the Rev. John Clayton, 
who, since 1 803, has commenced and completed a raiulsterlgi 

' H2 



178 THE LIFE OF JABEZ BUNTING. 

course of great honor and success, for which he still lives to 
be grateful, my father afterward formed a cordial friendship. 
The three brothers have all been known as refined English gen- 
tlemen, effective preachers, and devout and catholic Christians ; 
of a school which, by its steadfast loyalty to the old theology, 
and to those essential principles of Protestant Nonconformity 
which modem politics have, perhaps, tended somewhat to ob- 
scure, long retained the Puritan hold upon the middle order of 
society in this country. Far distant be the day when that hold 
shall be weakened. It is not probable that the last century 
will repeat itself, or that the Dissenting Churches, were they 
mihappily to become unevangelical or torpid, would be again 
informed with the vital spirit of an unsectarian Methodism. 
Congregationalism must now keep its o\ni adherents by the 
means which won them. If it fail to do so, I fear that neither 
our OTm conmiunity, nor the Establishment, with all its new 
and active forces, will collect them again into the common fold. 
Dissenters, in large numbers, have come to regard the Church 
of England as an enemy, and our refusal to cherish the same 
feeling has made* us more or less odious in their eyes, and thus 
prejudices have been formed against both Churchmen and 
Methodists which might thwart our best-intended efforts. That 
"there is room for us all" is a small concession. The world 
can not do without any of us. " Abram said unto Lot, ' Sep- 
arate thyself, Ppray thee, from me ;' " and Lot " chose him all 
the plain of Jordan." They parted because their very union 
gendered strifes, and bdcause the goodly land found plentiful 
pasturage for both. Our case but partially resembles theirs. 
Our divisions (not necessarily " unhappy") must continue ; for 
attempts at uniformity imbitter, if they do not create differ- 
ences ; but the plain lies before us " as Sodom, and like imto 
Gomorrah." O that the " very small remnant" would spread 
itself all over the wild and wasted wilderness, toiling in its sev- 
eral detachments until the desert become as the garden of the 
Lord — ^nono of us with either heart or time for contention I 
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CHAPTER XI. 
• EABLY MINISTRY IN LONDON — Continued. 

Farther Extracts from Diary. — The Persecutions in Jamaica and at Gibral- 
tar. — Mr. Fenncll. — James Lackington. — Henry Foster. — ^Benson and 
the Christian Observer. — George Border. — Dr. Steinkopff. — Joanna 
Sonthcote. — First recorded missionary Sermon. — Prospects of National 
Inyasion. — ^Richard CeciL — State of Methodism in London. — ^Last Let- 
ter before his Marriage. — Ordinary Dnties in the Stndy and the Pulpit, 
and among the Flock. 

I RESUME the extracts from the journals and correspondence 
of this period. 

" Tuesday Evening^ October Wth, This day I hoped to en- 
joy uninterrupted retirement, but had scarcely entered upon 
my work when I was obliged to quit it in order to accompany 
Messrs. Taylor, Benson, Butterworth, and Allan to meet Mr. 
Hardcastle and Mr.Reyner, two leading members of the [Lon- 
don] Missionary Society, on the Jamaica and Gibraltar busi- 
nesses. After reading various documents from the parties con- 
cerned, and also a letter from Mr. Wilberforce containing his 
advice, the gentlemen agreed to take up the two cases sepa- 
rately, and to make two distinct applications for relief. The 
Jamaica affiiir is to be brought on first, and Messrs. Allan and 
Butterworth are to draw up a memorial respecting it, to be 
presented to the king in council, stating the inconsistency of 
the persecuting law lately passed there with the spirit of the 
Constitution and with the rights of British subjects, describing 
the imprisonments, etc., which our missionaries and others have 
suffered in consequence of it, and praying his majesty to refuse 
his royal sanction to it. In this application the Wesleyan Meth- 
odists are likely to be joined by the several missionary societies 
of London and Edinburgh, both of the Establishment and out 
of it, so that there probably will bo a sufficient combination of 
influence to secure its success. In the Gibraltar afiair there is 
more difficulty. From several circumstances, there appears to 
be a systematic intention and desire to prevent the spread of 
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truth and piety in the army. Mr. Wilberforce and Mr. Thorn- 
ton are somewhat timid ; Mr. Hardcastle hesitates, and fears 
nothing can be accomplished. Our friends, however, are re- 
solved to attempt something. The mode of application Ls not 
determined. Probably they will try to get the ear of the king 
himself by means of Lord Castlereagh. It was four o'clock 
before we got home from the meeting. On my return I wit- 
nessed an incident which greatly affected me. A pious clergy^ 
man, from the vicinity of Newbury, had called to see me. 
While waiting my arrival, a letter had been brought to him 
from a friend in his neighborhood, informing him that at a 
meeting held in his house by some Methodists, on Monday 
evening, according to custom (since he lefl home), his wife had 
found peace with God, and was filled with joy in belie\'ing. 
Mr.Fennell* (for that is the clergyman's name) was quite over- 

* This Mr. Fennell must not be confoanded with him of that name whoee 
niece, or rather whoso wifc*8 niece, was Charlotte Bronte*s mother. Every 
body is tired of correcting the mistakes and indiscretions of the daughter's 
clever but random biographer, else she might be informed that the Mr. 
Fennell of whom she writes was a Methodist local preacher at the time Miss 
Branwell was married to Mr. Bronte, and she might be asked by what an- 
achronism in taste she ventures to speak of **the fanaticism of a White- 
field." At the time of Mr. Bronte's marriage, Mr. Fennell, although not a 
minister, was .the house-governor and one of the tutors of the Wesleyan 
school for ministers' children at Woodhouse Grove, near Bradford, in York- 
shire, and from that place the happy pair proceeded to the wedding, the 
bride borrowing a white lace veil for the occasion, because part of her gar- 
niture had been lost on its passage by sea. Subsequently Mr. Bronte acted, 
more than once, as classical examiner at the same establishment. My un- 
cle, Mr. Fletcher, was engaged there as head master during Mr. Fenneirs 
residence. Miss Branwell belonged to the Methodist family of the Camet, 
of Penzance, the latest representative of which, Joseph Carne, F.R.S., was 
distinguished yet more by his steady piety and uniform attachment to the 
Church in which he was trained than by his attainments In science, and by 
his high general position in his native county. John Came, his brother, a 
man of accomplished mind, a very elegant writer, and a devoted Wesleyan, 
became well known to the world of literature some thirty years ago by his 
** Letters from the East" and by other publications. A set of the Methods 
ist Magazines from the commencement formed part of Miss BranwelKs mar- 
riage dowry, and, doubtless, awoke Charlotte Bronte's love of the marvel- 
ous, and kindled into a flame the latent fire of her genius. I can imagine 
her reading the story of Earl Ferrers, and poring over the engraving of my 
lord the murderer just cut down from the gallows, and placed in his coflSn. 
I api bound to add that my uncle always spoke of Mr. Bronte in terms of 
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whelmed as he read the letter. Indeed, he could not finish 
the reading of it himself, but desired Mr. Taylor to read it to 
him. I never saw a man so bedewed with tears of joy. ' Ever 
since my own conversion,' said he, ' I have been praying, night 
and day, that God would also bring my dear wife into the way 
of peace, and now how strangely has He answered my prayers 
during my absence from home ! I am more overjoyed by this 
intelligence than I should have been by the receipt of a king- 
dom !' He begged that we would all unite with him in return- 
ing thanks to God for his great mercy. This gentleman, too, 
has suffered for Christ's sake. He has been lately expelled by 
his rector from a curacy in Berkshu'e ' for preaching the New 
Birth so much.' He is quite a Methodist in sentiment, and 
says that he will live and die by the doctrines of Wesley and 
Fletcher. We have just received a most extraordinary ac- 
count from Mr. Williams, of Dursley, in Gloucestershire. Near 
Thombury, in that circuit, the celebrated bookseller. Lacking- 
ton, has purchased an estate, upon which he at present resides. 
When he was a poor man he was a Christian and a Methodist. 
Suice he became opulent he has been an avowed mfidel, of the 
worst and most impudent sort. His ' Life,' published by him- 
self, is designed to laugh at all experimental religion, and to 
represent the professors of it as knaves or fools. This apos- 
tate, however, is reclaimed, and has become a zealous advocate 
for the Bible and for Methodism. He has sent to London a 
large order for books, which he wants to assist him in writing 
a recantation of his former errors. Reflection on the ruinous 
effects produced by the infidel system among the Continental 
nations, several late publications in defense of Revealed Relig- 
ion, Dr. Whitehead's ' Life of Wesley,' some of Wesley's Ser- 
mons, and Fletcher's ' Portrait of St. Paul,' are the means to 
which, imder the Divine blessing, Mr. Lackington ascribes his 
recovery from so dreadful a state of mind. 'Is not this a 

the highest esteem, and did not recognize the picture of him which his 
daughter's friend has drawn for the public amusement. It is the fashion 
just now to gibbet the fathers and the wives of great literary celebrities, and 
men who affect to rule the manners and morals of the age, and who dictate 
oracular ** Household Words," forsooth I record the infirmities of women 
they have rowed to cherish with little less coolness than if they were de- 
■cribiog the points of a horse. 
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brand plucked out of the fire V In confirmation of the above 
account, a friend of mine has seen a letter from Lackington to 
an old fellow-apprentice, whom he had been the instrument of 
making as vile an infidel as himself, full of penitent recantations 
and pious admonitions. There is joy in heaven of a more than 
common kind over every such sinner that repenteth." 

Lackington's " Life" and his " Confessions" have been re- 
printed. The former, a filthy libel upon all godliness, made 
the recantation of it by the latter a remarkable event. But 
this was one of the cases in which an avowed repentance fails 
to restore the reputation of the penitent. He retained some 
connection with the Methodists until his death, and built and 
endowed two chapels. But his money did small service. 
Though there can be little doubt of his sincerity, his was a 
mind such as, even when renewed, continiuilly betrays the 
coarseness of its essential elements. 

" Wednesday Evening^ Oct. \2th. This morning at 6 o'clock 
I said something extempore to ten or twelve people from 1 
Cor., ix., 26. Of my small audience, three were local preachers, 
and one a clergyman. Dr. Hamilton, as usual, supplied all de- 
ficiencies on my part by liis fervent and most affecting suppli- 
cations. We dined to-day wdth Mr. and JMrs. Hovatt, Mr. Sto- 
ry, and Mr. Whitfield, at Mr. Rankin's ; a very pleasant party. 
As I had been closely employed from half past 4 till half past 1, 
my mind was. fagged and disposed to be melancholy ; but Mrs. 
Hovatt's lively conversation entertained me in spite of myself. . 
I have not laughed so much since I came to London. How- 
ever, I think it was not unseasonable nor injurious. Mr. Tay- 
lor sang for us some delightful Scotch tunes, and, after prayer, 
we parted as merry as Christians wish to be. I had to preach 
at Snowsfields in the evening : my text was Heb., iv., 14. I am 
doomed to have clerical hearers, the thing of all others which 
most annoys me. Mr. Winkworth, the rector of the parish, sat 
just before me to-night. However, I spoke with great comfort 
to myself. 

*'*' Friday^ Oct, \^th. This morning I set out toward Surrey 
Chapel to hear Mr. Jay, of Bath, but on arriving at St. Paul's 
perceived that it was already past 11 o'clock, and that I should 
be too late ; so I returned home to City Road, and found it 
profitable to attend our usual intercession meeting at 12 o'clock. 
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At half past 3 we dined at Mr. Mortimer's, in Fleet Street ; in 
every respect a most agreeable visit. Mrs. Mortimer talked 
less than I wished. Dr. Whitehead, who was one of our party, 
was at first very silent, but, after a little broaching^ entertained 
and instructed us.* I left the company for an hour, which I 
spent with Mr. Butterworth on the business of the Memorial 
on this Jamaica Persecution, and then returned to tea. I had 
a long, wet, disagreeable walk afterward to Wapping, where it 
Tvas my turn to conduct the national prayer-meeting. In my 
>vay homeward I stepped into St. Antholin's, Watliag Street, 
and heard part of a sermon from the famous Mr. Foster,! who 
appears to be a plain, judicious, sound preacher, but nothing 
xnore, if what I heard was a proper specimen. Mr. Benson's 
letter to the Christian Observer is so bulky, yet so good, that it 
"would suffer by abridgment, but could not be inserted in any 
2>eriodical work. We had a good deal of diversion while help- 
ing him to contrive a title for it. That agreed upon is ' The 
IMethodist Inspector Inspected, and the Christian Observer Ob- 
served.' Mr. Butterworth attended with the Memorial respect- 
ing Jamaica prepared yesterday, which was approved, and will 
T)e sent to Lord Castlereagh this evening. The title of IVIr. 
^Kendall's Essays struck me as I passed a bookseller's window. 
J fear they are not worth much. Some of the hymns on Gen- 
eral Redemption (in Wesley's Collection) impressed me greatly, 
and, as you were once half a Calvinist, I thought I should like 
to know your opinion of them. 

" Sunday Evening^ October^ \%th. This morning Mr. Creigh- 

* Mr. Mortimer, a hoartj bat eccentric Methodist, was the father of the 
late excellent Rey. Thomas Mortimer, for many years a very popular cler- 
gyman in London. The Memoirs of Mrs. Mortimer, by Mrs. Bulmer (John 
Mason, London), have obtained considerable circulation. Dr. Whitehead 
was one of the biographers of Wesley 

f ** The Bev. H. Foster was a plain and deeply pions man, without any 
peculiar decoration of taste, style, or eloquence in his general preaching. 
His ministrations were much valued, chiefly on account of their heart- 
searching and experimental character. On certain subjects, so great was 
bis solemnity of manner, especially when discoursing upon death and eter- 
nity, that the late Mr. Wilberforce used to say that he was on those occa- 
sions the most eloquent man he knew." — Eclectic Notes ; or. Notes 0/ Dis- 
cHssions on religious Topics at the Meetings of the Eclectic Society, lymdony 
during the years 1798-1814. Edited by John H. Pbatt, M.A., Archdeacon 
ofCalcntta. Nisbet. 1856. 
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ton read prayers, and I preached at City Road from 1 Timothy, 
iv., 8. My sermon, and my feelings in the delivery of it, were 
of the middling kind — ^neither so good nor so bad as at some 
other times. I received the Lord's Supper afterward. In the 
afternoon I was going to hear Mr. Clayton again, but, fearing 
that 1 should be too late, turned into the Pavement Chapel, 
Moorfields, and heard Mr. Wall on having God for our God. 
At G I preached at Wapping. My text was Isaiah, Iv., 6. I 
was quite out of preaching tune ; but the love-feast afterward 
made, I hope, full amends for the poverty and barrenness of 
the sermon. Low and discouraged as I was, I felt my mind 
nused and comforted. It was by far the best meeting of the 
kind that I have yet attended in London. The speaking was 
rational, judicious, and scriptural, yet very lively and simple. 
And now I am at home, sadly dissatisfied with myself but 
hoping and resohdng to do better, if the God of all grace will 
but condescend to afford me His help. 

" Wednesday^ Oct, 19th,* We had a tolerable congregation 
this forenoon at Deptford. My text was Zeph., ii., 3. I have 
reserved part of the same subject for the evening. Our good 
friends had a prayer-meeting in the chapel at 3 o'clock, but I 
thought it best to spend the afternoon alone, and found it 
profitable. I think I have experienced somewhat of the spirit 
of the day. I am humbled and affected by the sincere per- 
suasion and conviction that I am one of the chief of those sin- 
ners whose ingratitude and abuse of mercies have exposed our 
country to the threatened judgment. But 'there is forgive- 
ness with Thee.' O 'pardon my iniquity, for it is great.' 
Wliilc preacliing in the evening, I had much comfort and Ub- 
erty of utterance, attended too, I humbly trust and believe, 
with some holy unction in the application of my subject. I 
have always been haunted, as a preacher, by the drunkards. 
Instances of this might be adduced in my last circuit ; and to- 
night an oflicer m the Voltmteers who was present, and who, 
from his conduct, I conclude must have been tipsy; came to 
me as soon as I had concluded, very politely acknowledged 
the pleasure and instruction of the evening, and insisted on 
my accepting half a crown I I could not escape his importu- 
nities otherwise than by compliance; so, to avoid making a 

* A national fast-dav. 
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bustle in the chapel, I took his money, informing him that I 
would give it to the poor. 

^^ Friday Evening^ Oct, 2\8L I wrote and read most of this 
morning, then went to Surrey Chapel to hear Mr, Jay. But I 
suppose he has left town, for there was another gentleman in 
the pulpit, who spoke so low that I could hear scarcely any 
thing of what he said. He was expounding some part of the 
Revelation. I was in my study idl the sdlemoon, and this 
evening preached* at Saffron Hill to about forty poor people. 
My text was Rev., iii,, 20, from which I was enabled, in words 
more than usually plain, and with feelings unutterably tender 
and affectionate, to call sinners to repentance, and to offer 
them mercy and salvation. O that I could always feel, in 
preaching, tlie spirit I felt to-night ! 

** * O may Thy bowels yearn in me, 
Whene'er a wandering sheep I see, 

Till Thoa that sheep retrieve ! 
And let me in Thy Spirit cry, 
Why, sinner ! wilt thou perish, why, 
When Jesos bids thee live V 

This verse is the prayer of my inmost soul. 

" Saturday Evening^ Oct, 22d, Mr. Taylor has delivered an 
interesting exhortation in the Penitents' meeting on the subject 
of patient waiting for God. What he said was designed to 
illustrate and defend that sentiment, ' Dare not set thy God a 
time.* The opposite practice he strongly condemned, though 
he allowed that the Lord sometimes condescends to the weak- 
ness of such as adopt it. This is a delicate and difficult subject 
to discuss in pubUc,but it was treated very judiciously. 

"iSwncfoy, Oct. 2Sd. At 10, after reading prayers, I preached 
at Queen Street, from Hebrews, xi., 26, on ' The Reproach of 
Christ.' After dining at Mr. Middleton's, I went with Mrs. M. 
to Fetter Lane to hear Mr. Burder. He disappointed us ; and 
some stranger, no orator, supplied his place, I dare say, as well 
as he could." 

My father did not then know the gentleman whose name he 
thus mentions, the late Rev. George Burder, one of the secre- 
taries of the London Missionary Society. When he became 
acqo^ted with him as a man and as a preacher, full of prim- 
itive simplicity and zeal, he cherished for him a profound affec- 
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tion and respect. With Mr. Burder's son, also, the Rev. Dr. 
Henry Forster Burder,.a model Christian pastor, my father be- 
came happily intimate. " Several times," Dr. Burder writes 
me, " he favored me by preaching most powerful and excellent 
sermons, as did also that great and good minister of Christ, 
Richard Watson, with whose friendship I was favored, and 
whom I greatly revered and loved. To be thus favored with 
the pubhc services of these two most talented) most useful, and 
most honored servants of our Lord and Savior I regard as a 
distinguished privilege, and highly did my congregation appre- 
ciate their powerful and impressive sermons. It was also grat- 
ifying to me that for many years the anniversary meetings of 
the Wesleyan Missionary Society for Hackney were held in my 
chapel, and it was a pleasure to me to comply with the request 
to preside on those occasions. Is there not a serene delight in 
the exercise of Christian love ? I remember that many years 
ago I heard Dr. Bunting preach, I think at Queen Street Chapel, 
on the parable of the Prodigal, and, in my judgment, it was the 
most powerful, the most impressive, and the most touching dis- 
course I ever heard on that striking parable." 

My father proceeds : " I had the pleasure of Mr. and Mrs. 
Butterworth's company to Chelsea. My text was Romans, 
vm,y 2, which I had several reasons for selecting. Though my 
mind was in a very good frame, and I felt much of the Divine 
presence, I preached with pain and difficulty. For many Sun- 
days past, after the forenoon service, I have been troubled with 
an unusual degree of headache. To-night the pain was so vio- 
lent that I coiUd scarcely speak at all. During the love-feast it 
gradually abated, but it has left me low and exhausted. This 
has been a long day ; and now, at nearly twelve o'clock, I con- 
clude. Have us ever in Thy holy keeping, O Shepherd of 
Israel I 

^^ Monday^ Oct. 24#A. This morning I received a present of 
Jay's second volume from Mr. Critchley, together with an in- 
vitation, which I shall decline, to become a corresponding mem- 
ber of the Philological Society, established at Manchester by 
Mr. A. Clarke. Having nowhere to preach this evening, I have 
quite enjoyed my retirement. For the sake of half an hour's 
relaxation, I stepped into Mr. Whitefield's Tabernacle, and 
heard some very noisy gentleman declaim violently upon 2 
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C'hron., vii., 14. I was glad to hear his zealous i)lulippics 
against Antinomianisni, though I was at a loss to recoueilc 
them with some high notions before advanced. 

'' Tuesday^ Oct, 2oth. I preached this morning at 5 o'clock 
to exactly the usual number of hearers, from Rev., iii., 20. If 
any good is done by these morning lectures, it will be all clear 
gain over and above my calculations and expectations. A pray- 
er-meeting would be far more profitable to us all. I have been 
closely employed all day in my study, and preached this even- 
ing at Grosvenor Chapel, from Luke, xv., 2. Tliis has been a 
good day in spiritual matters. ' Bless the Lord, O my soul !' 

'* Wednesdai/^ October 2Qth, I preached this evening at Spit- 
2ilfields on ' building up ourselves on our most holy faith ;' was 
much complimented by some, who must be either hypocrites 
^r simpletons, for what, I know and am sure, w^as a very poor 
sermon. I have spent about three hours in my study to-day, 
in endeavoring to provide for the people ' things new and old.' 
^^ Thursday^ Octobei*2*Jth. This morning I finished the revisal 
of an excellent pamphlet, chiefly written by Mr. James Wood,* 
'which Mr. Benson had requested me to examine, and, if I liked 
it, to prepare for the press. It is entitled ' Directions and Cau- 
tions addressed to the Class-leaders in the Methodist connec- 
tion,' etc. It is well executed, and hkely, I think, to be of great 
use to the body. I have made it as correct as I thought it pos- 
sible to make another person's work, unless I had written it 
wholly over again. A tract on this subject has been long a 
desideratum in Methodism. No preacher should be stationed 
in London who has not traveled at least a dozen years. A 
yoimg man just entered into the ministry is here too much di- 
verted from those studies which he ought then especially to 
pursue by public business of importance, to which he can hard- 
ly refuse to attend, but which materially interferes with that 
private improvement which at his time of life is so essential. 
I have now at least three weeks' hard work of this kind before 
me, which will swallow up aU my leisure. Besides other mat- 
ters, I am urged by Mr. Benson to transcribe more than one 
hundred pages for the Magazine, from Dr. Magee's Discourses 
on the Atonement. This valuable work is now out of print, 

* The minister of that name, of whom some notice will be given hero- 
after. 
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tliough a large edition was but lately published. I borrowe»i 
a copy of it for Mr. B. from Dr. Percival, whose relative Dr. 
Magee married;* and I would rather not scud it to a common 
transcriber, lest it should be injured. However, I can but be- 
doing something; and if any way I can serve God^s Church, it 
is an honor and pri\'ilege which I do not at all deserve. I 
dined about three miles from town, at the country house of ^. 
Simdius,f between Kingsland and Newington. Mr. S. is a verr 
sensible, well-informed man, and one of the first merchants in 
the city. His wife was a IVliss Smith, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Tliey have some of the most engaging children I ever saw. One 
little boy, just beginning to talk, is a perfect beauty, and un- 
commonly interestmg in his maimers. If I were rich, and liis 
parents poor, and willing to transfer him, I would adopt him. 
JVIr. Steijikopif, a clergyman of the Lutheran Establishment, 
who is lately come to be minister of the German Church in the 
Savoy, was of our party. He seems to be a truly pious man, 
and of a most amiable spirit. Tlicre is something so heavenly 
in his countenance as to recall to my mind the idea I have 
formed of the visage of his countrjTnan, Mr. Fletcher, whom he 
aj)pears to resemble also in unaffected humility of dejiortmeut. 
lie gave me a very pleasing accoimt of the celebrated Lavater, 
with whom he was personally intimate. I have paid few vis- 
its since I came to London from which I have derived more 
social enjoyment, intellectual improvement, and Christian edi- 
iication. 

^^ Friday NUjIit ^October 2St?t. We had very good meetings 
for prayer both at noon and at night. I have seldom found it 
more easy or more sweet to pour out my soid unto God in tlie 
public congregation than this day. Mr. Benjamin Sadler, from 
Leeds, Mr. llingeldauben, J the German minister, and Dr. White- 

♦ I have beard my father toll liow, when the lady was the wife of a younp 
clergyman, she said she nhonld *' never be satisfied until she ironed her hus- 
band's lawn sleeves." She lived to enjoy that pleasure. 

t See his Biography, well worth perusal, in the Wesleyan Methodist Mafr- 
aiine for ia"i3. Probably he was the first of tlie thousands of Swedish 
Christians who, directly or indirectly, have, by Methodist instrumentality, 
found the peace and power of relif^ion. 

t See p. 1G8. Ringeldaubcn*s zeal and success as a missionary in South- 
cni India are still had in remembrance. In 1812 he had baptized about 
■orea himdrcd conycrts. So long as he abode in liis proper rocatioii he was 
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head, took lea with us. We were much interested m their con- 
versation. Mr. Sadler tells me that the notorious Joanna South- 
cote, late of Exeter, is now at Leeds. She has abandoned the 
system of Richard Brothers, and set up for herself. She says 
that she is the bride, the Lamb's wife, mentioned in the Rev- 
elation, and such as believe her testimony she seals, by means 
of red wax, to the day of Redemption. Some hundreds in 
Xecds have been thus sealed of late. ' Any thing,' said a good 
man, ' does with the devil, and any thing wdth the world, except 
iaith and repentance.' " The followers of this miserable im- 
postor still possess some influence in a Lancashire borough en- 
franchised by the Reform Bill of 1832. They arc not now, I 
-presume, sesJed with red wax, but are known by their large 
"white hats, long beards, and coats of peculiar cut. A deceased 
friend of mine was greatly indebted to their assistance for the 
long retention of his seat in Parliament. They are unobtrusive 
<ntizens, and have a weary look, as if tired of waiting. 

" Sunday Nighty October SOth. This morning I walked to 
Deptford, and preached in the forenoon from Jer., viii., 22, with 
considerable comfort and liberty of mind ; whether with any 
success, the Great Day will best determuie. I dined with Mr. 
£yans and his family — ^very pious, well-informed, and agreeable 
people. Most of the afternoon I spent in trying to raise out 
of the depths of despair a poor backslider, whose body God has 
permitted to fall from a lofty building, in order, perhaps, to ac- 
complish the restoration of his soul. The whole scene was 
profitable, though melancholy, and surely God was in our midst. 
Oh, it is an evil and a bitter thing to wander from the fold of 
the Grood Shepherd. So prone as my heart has been to back- 
slide, I wonder that I have not long ago been filled with my 
own ways- But I am a child of many and peculiar mercies ; 
and God is Love ! Before the evening service I had to bury 
the corpse of one who died well. This circumstance, perhaps, 
contributed to increase the congregation, which was unusually 
large ; and I gave a faithful (and, I think I can add, an afiec- 

ntterlj regardless of his toils and hardships, often dining contentedly on the 
coane grain boiled for the food of horses. *' No man knoweth of his sep- 
nkfare unto this day;*' bat ere he died he doubtless stood on some Mount 
Nebo, and saw the Canaan of millennial glory, and the rest which was prom- 
to himself.— iSbuM IwBa Missionary Conference^ 1858. 
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tionate) warning against trifling with religion. The text was 
Luke, xvii., 32. Oh, may I never be the trifler I reprove ! I 
fear sometimes that I am but half awake. As there were sev- 
eral friends from town, I walked home with them ; to shorten 
the journey, and the night being calm and lights I ventured to 
cross the water. One of my companions in travel was a young 
man, who affectionately inquired for y under whose minis- 
try he was brought to God two years ago. The sermon which 
he said was particularly useful to him was on PhiL, iii., 20, 21 ; 
a sennon, by-the-by, which heard me once preach in Old- 
ham Street, and of which he stole the substance and arrange— 
ment. 

^''Monday Emningy Oct, ZlsL I was last night more restless- 
than usual after Sunday's work. At half past 2 this morning' 
it seemed unpossible that I should sleep ; so I rose, and heard 
Mr. Taylor, at 5, preach an excellent sermon on the pleasures 
of religion. The rest of the day I spent in my study ; but, in 
spite of repeated efforts, I found myself incapable of much 
close apphcation to any thing. I have no headache, nor any 
other positive ailment, but am dull and listless, the result, I sup- 
pose, of last night's sleeplessness. I was accompanied to 
Snowsfields in the evening by a Mr. Grant, a gentleman with . 
whom I became acquainted only on Saturday, and whose histo- 
ry is somewhat extraordinar}\ He is a man of independent 
property, of imcommon intellectual and literary abilities, and 
expresses himself more elegantly and classically in conversation 
than almost any man I ever heard. He has for many years 
been seeking rest for the sole of his foot, and finding none. He 
has been a Clmrchmau, a Socinian, a Quaker ; and, last of all, 
beuig disappointed in his efforts to obtain peace of mind, ho 
gave up all religion, and was fast verging toward infidelity. 
All along he appears to have been a sincere inquirer after truth, 
though, perhaps, not always faithful. He was brought up to 
the law, and was advantageously settled in it, but, from con- 
scientious motives, abandoned his profession, believing the in- 
discriminate* exercise of it to be inconsistent with strict integ- 

* As, indeed, is the indiscrindnatt exercise of any profession. It is a ml- 
gar error to suppose that the attorney is bound to accept whatorer retainer 
may be offered to him ; nor docs any Christian gentleman who practices at 
the bar defile his hands with ill-gotten (;ain. 
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rity and benevolence. Of the real Gospel of Christ, as of Meth- 
odism, he knew nothing, till about six weeks ago he met with 
Mr. Fletcher's writings, by reading which he was deeply and 
fully convinced of sin, and brought mto great distress of mind. 
One morning, after agonizing alone in prayer for three hours, 
he was completely delivered from guilt, and received an assur- 
ance of pardon. And now he is in a new world. He knows 
not how to express himself in our phrases, but his account of 
Lis experience and views is astonishingly rational, scriptural, 
and striking. To all the simplicity and humility of a new-bom 
babe in Christ he unites the most exquisite and refined good 
sense. Altogether there is something very singular in him and 
about him ; he is very desirous to be useful, and seems quite 
prepared for extensive service ; but we can not help thinking 
that he is raised up for some special purpose. For his sake, I 
preached from 1 Peter, iii., 16, and never had more liberty in 
speaking. But I must retire to rest, that I may rise to preach 
at 5 in the morning.'' I can collect no farther information as 
to this interesting man. 

" Wednesday Evening^ Nov, 2d. I finished at Queen Street 
my sermon on Hebrews, xi., 26. After the service, as usual on 
the first Wednesday of every month, we had a meeting of the 
leaders for spiritual conversation only. Several interesting sub- 
jects were well discussed — subjects of an experimental kind. 
The most judicious speakers were Mr. Middleton, Mr. Francis, 
Mr. Butterworth, and Mrs. Mortimer. The last-named individ- 
ual, at my desire, concluded by prayer. She has admirable tal- 
ents. When I consider the spirit and abilities of many of its 
leaders, I cease to wonder that the Queen Street society should 
80 much excel all others in the London Circuit. The Lambeth 
society ranks next to it. 

^ Thursday^ November Bd, I preached this evening at Lam- 
beth from 1 Timothy, iv., 8, and met the leaders, by whom I 
was detained till nearly 10 o'clock, partly in talking about a 
new chapel, which is much wanted, and partly in examining a 
poor woman accused of dishonesty. The case was complicated, 
but her guilt was proved, and ended in her expulsion ft'om the 
society. 

"-FWcfoy, November 4th. I have spent all this day in close 
ccnfinement to my study, partly in writing, and partly in read- 
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ing the periodical works of the month. I have also been in- 
duced, by the celebrity of a pamphlet on the stat« of political 
parties (which has, in the course of a few weeks, passed to a 
sixth edition), to peruse its contents. It is said to be written 
by Lord Hawkesbury ; is an able defense of Mr. Addington's 
administration, and discloses several facts of recent oocnrrence, 
I forgot to notice above my attendance on two prayer-meet- 
ings, viz., at twelve and seven, this being the monthly fast for 
the nation. 

" Sunday^ November 6th, At^pitalfields this morning I rea< 
prayers as usual. I preached from Jude, 20, 21 : 'Praying 
the Holy Ghost,' etc. Blessed be God for His gracious pre& 




ence and assistance! For the first time since my coming t 
London, I have this day succeeded in my attempt to dine a 
home on the Lord's day, and have had great cpmfort in so d 
ing. At 3 o'clock I went to the Scotch Church, London Wall 
and heard a sermon on the liesurrection of Christ by Mr 
Young, the successor of Dr. Hunter. His voice is musical^ an 
his action easy, graceful, and modest. But the sermon disa 
pointed me. It was too apparent that he had, to use the Scote 
phrase, literally mandixted it, and was only repeating from mem — 
ory. There was too evident an attempt at oratory, and the^ 
discourse itself was bare and commonplace, imworthy of a man 
who preaches only twice a week. Yet, somehow or other, I 
was pleased, and not unedified. At 6 I had to preach a mis- 
sionary sennon at the New Chapel. My text was Mark, x^x, 
15, which admitted of a very easy and natural application to 
the subject of missions, at the same time that it enabled me to 
introduce topics of general concern to the congregation them- 
selves. I preached a long sermon with great enlargement of 
heart, and with more than common utterance and animation. 
O that the effects may prove that there was much of the unc- 
tion of the Holy One I 

"^o/M&ry, November 1th. Messrs. Rodda and Whitefield have 
dined with us, and spent the afternoon ; bnt I was obliged to 
leave their company, though both pleasing and improving, in 
order to comply with Mr. Benson's earnest request by perus- 
ing, with a critic's eye and with a critic's pen in my hand, bis 
manuscript against Dr. Hales and the ' Christian Observer.' I 
have preached this evening at Wapping on 1 Timothy, iv., 8. 
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" Ilcesdaf/j November Bth, The morning has been wholly 
employed m the revision of Mr. Benson's pamphlet, partly here, 
and partly at his own house. I must finish tbis work on Thurs- 
day when I return from Hammersmith and Brentford, whither 
I am going this afternoon. 

" Tuesday JEvening^ November Sth. I have preached this 
evening for the first time since my arrival in London in a 
dwelling-house. My text was Acts, iii., 26. I am informed 
that ministers certainly expect some immediate attempt to in- 
vade us on the part of the French. These are awful times. 
The Lord's hand is certainly lifted up, and on whom it will ul- 
timately fall we can not teU. Happy are they who have pro- 
tection, written with God's own hand, and ratified by His most 
solemn oath. Such may well have strong consolation as have 
Jehovah for their refuge. 

" Thursdai/y November lOih. I walked from Brentford this 
morning, which has robbed me of much time, so that I have 
not done much to-day. At the New Chapel this evening I 
preached from Zephaniah, ii., 3, a subject which I feel strongly 
inclined to speak from now, in hope that it may enable 'me to 
make some improvement of the present circiunstanccs of our 
country. While at prayer, before preaching, in my room, I felt 
unusually poor, and needy, and empty, and lifeless, and was 
afraid I should have a comfortless season in public. But in 
public prayer, in preaching, and in the meeting of the bands, I 
was gready helped and quickened, and praised God for the 
consolation. 

"'Friday^ November llth. This is a very sickly season. I 
scarcely hear of or meet with any one who is so perfectly and 
uninterruptedly well as myself. This is Thy doing, O Lord ; 
may it be marvelous in my eyes ! On my return from the city 
to-day, I called to see a dying woman, evidently ignorant of 
herself and of God, but much afraid of death. How foolish the 
conduct of those who leave the great work of salvation to the 
dose of life ! Their folly was particularly impressed on my 
mind while I was speaking to this lady. ^My soul, come not 
thou into their secret,' nor imitate their example ! God grant ^ 
that I may be habitually prepared for that which may any mo- 
ment occur! We have had good meetings for prayer at 12 
and 7. If any thing save this country, it will be the prayers of 

Vol. L— I 
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the righteous, who now, among all denominations, bo zealously 
unite their efforts in this way. ' Fighting without prayer,' says 
a prelate of former days, ' is atheism, just as praying without 
fighting would be presumption.' Somehow or other, my ser- 
mon on Mark, xvi., 15, struck the people much, and I have been 
repeatedly importuned to print it, which I have as repeatedly 
refused. This morning it was brought forward at our meeting, 
and stated as the request of many that the preachers would lay 
their commands on me. Several were very urgent ; and if Mr. 
Taylor and Mr. Story had not espoused my right to judge for 
myself, I should have been overpowered by numbers. I have 
given no promise, and am, for many reasons, fully resolved to 
avoid it, if possible. It is too soon for me to turn author. 
You doubtless recollect the plan of* the sermon as preached at 
Macclesfield. I request your serious judgment of it, and your 
advice what to do if I should be farther urged on the business. 
My inclination and my judgment are equally against publica- 
tion ; though, if I must print any of my sermons, I know not 
that I could select one more proper on the whole. 

" Saturday JEvefiing, November 1 2th. Mr. Benson spoke most 
admirably in the Penitents' meeting to-night on ' Now is the 
accepted time, and now is the day of salvation.' He is a truly 
great man, and an able minister of the New Testament. An- 
other week is gone forever. To me it has been a week of 
temptation; and to-day I fear I have been chargeable with a 
sinful disposition to wander from the central source of bliss. 

* Oh, when shall all my wanderings end, 
And all mj thoughts to Thce-ward tend?* 

Lord, hasten the perfect day ! 

^^ Sunday £Jvening^ November \Zth. This forenoon I read 
prayers at Snowsfields, and preached a charity sermon for the 
Benevolent or Strangers' Friend Society. This is a most use- 
ful institution, and I had the pleasure to find that the collection 
was a very large one. But I am afraid of acquiring too good 
a character as a public beggar, lest I should be employed ui 
that line of ministerial duty too frequently. My text was 6a- 
latians, vi., 9. After dining I went to Mr. Townsend's* Chapel 

♦ The late Rev. John Townsend, of Bcrmondsej, uncle of the late Rev. 
Dr. Townsend, Prchendniy of Dnrham, the devout, learned, and laborions 
author of the Historical and Chronological Arrrangement of the Old and 
Xeir T.^stamcnts. 
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in Jamaica Row, hoping to hear him, but I was disappointed. 
I preached at Rotherhithe in the evening from 1 Timothy, iv., 
8, but had not much comfort or enlargement. 

" Thursda'g^ November 11 tk. In the evening I went to Peck- 
ham, and preached from 1 Timothy, iv., 8. I felt a great de- 
sire to be the instrument of doing my hearers some good, and 
of making some salutary impression on their minds. God grant 
His effectual blessing to what was said! I have this night 
completed my first tour of the London Circuit. It is twelve 
weeks since I entered this great metropolis. Hitherto the 
Lord hath helped me ! 

"JFWcfoy, JVbvember IQth, The former part of this day was 
spent wholly in my study. .Our national prayer-meeting this 
evening was but thinly attended ; yet the great Master of As- 
semblies was there — sensibly there^ I venture to say, notwith- 
standing the insinuations of the 'Christian Observer' to the 
discredit of the doctrine and phrase of sensible influence from 
the Holy One. 

" Saturday^ November \9th. To-morrow morning the use of 
our pulpit in the City Road Chapel is to be granted to Mr. 
Hadan, a Calvinist* minister, in order to preach a funeral ser- 
mon for Mr. Dewey, the gentleman whose death, in consequence 
of an unfortunate accident occurring during a mock-fight of the 
Volunteers near Highbury, has been so much noticed in the 
public papers. I was busy writing this evening, and did not 
go to the Penitents' meeting. 

^^ Sunday Evening^ November 20<A. My appointment this 
forenoon was for Grosvenor Chapel, where I preached from 
Zephaniah, ii., 3. I dined with Mr. Brown, who formerly re- 
sided in Manchester, and was intimately acquainted with my 
father long before I was bom. ' Thine own and thy father's 

♦ The nso of the word " Calyinist" in reference to eyangelical Dissenters 
wu reiy common among the Methodists fifty jears ago. Points of doc- 
trine were much more thought of than points of ecclesiastical order. Even 
hi these days we talk of a " Socinian" or of a " Unitarian" minister with- 
out knowing or indeed caring anj thing about his theory or practice of 
church goremment. My father used the ordinary language of the time. 
Yet there is nothing to prerent a Calvinist from being a private member of 
the Methodist society. With one such man, who, by his r.eal and liberality, 
commenced a work which ended in the establishment of an extensive cir- 
cuit, my fiuher was well acquainted. 
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friend forsake not,' is a precept of Scripture which ought to be 
obeyed. May I never forsake my father's God ! This would 
be an act of still greater mgratitude and weakness. At 6 P.M. 
I preached at Lambeth on Jeremiah, viii., 22, and afterward 
met the society. The former part of this day I found it very 
good to wait upon God. In the evening I was not quite so 
comfortable. But ' my times are in Thy hand' — ^my times of 
special consolation and enlargement; and I am content that 
they should remain in His hand, and be subject to His appoint- 
ment. Physic is sometimes quite as necessary as cordials are 
at other seasons. 

^^ Monday^ November 2l8t, This morning brought me a let- 
ter from my dear mother, conveying the welcome intelligence 
that .my elder sister has been again persuaded to meet in class. 
I hope she will set out afresh in the good ways of Gk)d. I have 
finished my abridgment of ' Dr. Magee on Atonement and Sac- 
rifice,' which has swallowed up so much of my leisure of late. 
I feel my mind relieved as from a heavy burden, but I must 
not complain, as perhaps these extracts, when printed, may 
long survive him that made them, and be doing good when I 
am mouldering in the grave. I sometimes wonder where that 
grave will be. But when, how, and where we must die, arc 
circumstances alike uiscrutable, and alike of inferior import- 
ance, if we do but live and die well." If my father had looked 
out of the window of the room in which he wrote these words, 
he would have seen, within twenty yards of him, the very spot 
where his precious remains are now interred. How near are 
we all to our graves, and how simple wUl be the solution of 
many questions which vex our thoughtful hours ! 

" Ihiesday Morning^ Nbvefnber 22d. I preached this morn- 
ing at 6 on ' Praying in the Holy Ghost.' A short text and a 
slender congregation justified a short sermon, and the two doc- 
tors — ^Hamilton and Caddick — ^filled up the hour profitably in 
prayer. 

" Tkiesday JEvening^ November 22d. This afternoon we had 
a violent storm of wind and hail, accompanied with thunder 
and lightning. Nevertheless, I walked to Kentish Town, and 
preached there from Psalm Ivii., 1. Mr. Cordeuz was my com- 
panion home, and made this lonesome walk more safe and more 
agreeable. 
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" Wednesday Evening^ JVovember 2dd. I resolutely refused 
all iDTitations for to-day, and tried to make good use of my re- 
tirement. At 7 o'clock P.M. I preached at Queen Street from 
Titus, iL, 12, and met the leaders afterward. 

" Thursday Evening^ November 29^A. The forenoon of to- 
day was spent in visiting a few of the society at this end of the 
town. The afternoon was occupied in reading. At 6 I went 
by appointment to take tea at Mr. Thomas Hunter's. He is 
Calvinistic in his sentiments, and an enthusiastic admirer and 
panegyrist of Mr. Romaine as an author. To some of Mr. R.'s 
works he chiefly owed, xmder God, his first religious consola- 
tions. Mrs. H. is a decided Methodist in her opinions. Both 
were very friendly, and walked with me to Chelsea, where I 
preached from 1 Timothy, iv., 8. 

" Friday^ November ZOth. This morning I held a long con- 
versation with Mr. Butterworth on many interesting subjects, 
private and public ; then attended the prayer-meeting in the 
morning chapel. Surely so many prayers for our country can 
not go unanswered. 

''^ Saturday^ 6 cPdock^ December \st. This forenoon was 
spent as usual in the Preachers' meeting. Mr. Entwisle's ex- 
cellent Essay on Secret Prayer is to be inserted in the March 
Magazine. This afternoon* I have been reading a very famous 
work by Mr. Eden (now Lord Auckland) on the Principles of 
Penal Law, which has pleased and edified me. The doctrines 
of it may, by analogy, be applied to confirm, on natural grounds, 
the eternity of future pimishment, with a view to which dogma 
of the Christian faith it was that I engaged in the perusal of 
this law-book. 

^^ Monday^ December 5th. I bless God that I continue bet- 
ter, and, indeed, am nearly as well as usual. I was at Gros- 
venor Chapel yesterday, but only met two classes, as Dr. Ham- 
ilton prohibited my preaching. In the evening we went (that 
is, Mr. and Mrs. Middleton and myself) to hear Mr. Cecil, and 
I have not taken any fresh cold. Mr. C. preached an excellent 
sermon on Temptation. My expectations from him had been 
raised very high by the perusal of his biographical works ; and 
as to his matter I was not disappointed. His manner was not 
such as I had supposed. In that respect, he is inferior to my 
&vorite, Mr. Clayton. I understand that the sermon of last 



198 THE LIFE OF JABEZ BUNTING. 

night was a very fair and accurate specimen of his general 
preaching. If so, I think he has the faults common to many 
Calvinists. He sets the standard of Christian experience and 
enjoyment much lower than the Scriptures do, and does not 
take sufficient pains to make strong and immediate impressions 
on the consciences of the unawakened. On the whole, I was 
very much delighted, though I acknowledge the justice of a 
critique on Mr. Cecil as a preacher, made in my hearing by Mr. 
Symons, a pious clergyman. He said, ' Mr. Cecil is a very wise 
preacher. He is a second Book of Ecclesiastes. Yet I should 
like him better, and he would do more good, if he were rather 
a second Epistle to the Romans.' To-night, after a tedious but 
perhaps profitable exclusion from it for a week, I hope again to 
take the pulpit. I am expected to preach at Queen Street^ and 
am unwilling to disappoint the congregation, especially as my 
face is nearly well. 

" Tuesday, December 6th, I sat most of this forenoon at Mr. 
Butt^rworth's, listening partly to his account of a long conver- 
sation which he had on Friday with Mr. Wilberforce on the 
subject of the Jamaica Persecution Act, and partly to the ac- 
count given by Mr. Campbell (our own missionary lately im- 
prisoned there, who, to avoid confinement for life, has fled to 
England, and is now in London) of the grievous suflcrings in- 
flicted on him for preaching the Gospel to negroes. In the 
afternoon I went by coach to Deptford, and have preached 
there on Titus, ii., 12. 

" Friday , Deceniber dth. I sat an hour this morning at IVIr, 
Buhner's. Mrs. B. is not only a very pious, but a very accom- 
phshed lady.* I have met with few women that equal her in 
point of extensive information. At noon I attended the inter- 
cession-meeting, and in the afternoon accompanied Mr. Taylor 
to different parts of the city to meet classes. It was nearly 9 
o'clock before we reached home. 

^^ Sunday, December Wth, I arrived at Woolwich about 10 
this morning, and have preached three times, and given tickets 
to all the society there. My texts were Hebrews, xi., 24 ; 1 
Timothy, iv., 8 ; and Acts, iii., 26. In Woolwich alone, of all 
the places in the London Circuit, they require the same preach- 

* Sec ** Select Letters of Mrs. Agnes Bulmer, with an Introdnctioa and 
Notes, by the Itey. W. M. Buntino.*' 1S42. Simpkin and Manhall. 
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er to officiate three times in one day. This has been the best 
Sabbath I have had for some time. I have been favored with 
considerable enlargement and comfort. I accepted a kind in- 
vitation from Mr. Bakewell, of Greenwich, whither I walked 
after service, and spent an agreeable hour with this pleasing 
and amiable family. Though I have had much more labor to- 
day than ever before fell to my lot since I left Macclesfield, I 
feel very little weariness compared with what I used to expe- 
rience from similar exertions: a proof that my health and 
strength are improved. Blessed be the Giver of sdl good gifts ! 
** Monday^ December I2th. All the politicians are, at pres- 
ent, full of the correspondence relative to the Prince of Wales. 
My opinion, if I have any, is that the prince's offer is more 
zealous than prudent, and that the public good requires, under 
present circumstances, that both the king and the heir-apparent 
Bbould sacrifice their private feelings, how^ever noble and com- 
mendable, by avoiding dangers of actual warfare, at least till 
tJie last extremity. At the critical moment of invasion, if the 
ehances of war should prove fatal to both (a possible case, if 
they be actively engaged), the country would be greatly em- 
Imrrassed when left to the government of a regency, as the 
crown would be left to the yoimg Princess Charlotte of Wales. 
'Whatever other reasons may have operated to produce the re- 
fusal of the prince's desire, I think this one is sufficient to just- 
ify it ; only it would certainly have applied with equal force to 
prevent his appointment to a colonelcy of dragoons, and to 
prohibit the king himself from taking the command of the 
army, as he has announced his design to do. Lackington has 
l>ecome, like St. Paul, a preacher of the faith which once he de- 
stroyed. It was to me unaccountable that he does not buy up 
all the remaining copies of his ' Life,' and so prevent the sale. 
If he do not this, I shall begin to think that his pretended re- 
cantcUion is all mere cantation.* 

^ He did try; bat the copyright did not belong to him. Of coarse, he 
Was bat occasionally employed in preaching, and that in a destitute neigh- 
borhood. Not veiy long ago I heard a yoang man rebnked in a Friend's 
meeting in terms which often recur to the memory. Possibly he was of 
dcmbtfal reputation. He had scarcely begun his testimony, when a grave 
elder rose and said, ** We shall be better pleased if thou'lt be quiet'* How 
toothing the stillness which immediately fell upon the assembly ! 
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^^ Monday JSvening^ December \2th. I had classes to meet 
this evening both before and after service at Hoxton. My 
text was Psahn hdi., 1. I took supper with one of the lead- 
ers, who lives in our own neighborhood. The circle of agree- 
able friends continues to enlarge around me.** 

Dec. 13^A, 1803, my father writes to Mr.Marsden, speaking 
of Methodism in London, ^' I think we should do much better, 
by the blessing of God, if two things could be accomplished : 
one, an increase of the number of traveling preachers from six 
to nine, or, at least, to eight.* Without this, some important 
places, both in town and country, such as Snowsfields, Lam- 
beth, Grosvenor Market, Chelsea, Woolwich, Twickenham, and 
Brentford, will never have a fair trial. It is probable that at 
the next Conference this will be done. 2. A division of the 
circuit into two or three branches ; c.^., London, Westminster, 
and Soutliwark. In order to meet the prejudices of some re- 
spectable iriends against this measure (which is, in the opinion 
of Mr. Taylor and myself, as well as of Mr. Benson and the 
other preachers who talked of it last year, absolutely essential 
to the due administration of discipline), the Sunday plan might 
still be general for all the town chapels, and the pecuniary 
concerns of the societies might all remain under the manage- 
ment of one steward and one Quarterly Meeting ; but the su- 
perintendcncy, which is a mere name at present, should be 
di\dded between two or three persons, and there should be a 
separate week-day plan for the preachers appointed to each 
district branch of the circuit. Till something of this kind be 
adopted, there can be none of that ministerial pastorship and 
oversight of the flock which the New Testament enjoins as 
imiversally necessary. Mr. Benson's own advertisement has 
before this informed you what improvements he intends mak- 
ing in the Magazine. I wish he may perform all he has prom- 
ised : he takes great pains ; and I have no doubt that the work, 
under his management, will be altered much for the better. 
Materials for it crowd in from all quarters. On this and other 
accounts, I do think you had better withhold the Account of 
the Conversion of a Deist : I will return it when I have an op- 
portunity. Of Mr. some suspicions are reported. All 

* The nnmber of members of society in London, as returned at the Con- 
ference of 1 SOS, was three thonsand six hundred and eighty. 
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persons enthusiastically or scbismatically disposed are danger- 
ous in onr connection to its peace and permanency ; and the 
more pious in their general character, the more dangerous. I 
have hardly room to answer yom* inquiries about Miss M. Our 
acquaintance continues, and is likely some time or other to 
result in one still more intimate. You married at the com- 
mencement of a second year in the London Circuit ; whether I 
shall follow your example in that point is, therefore, rather an 
odd question. K I had your talents and popularity, perhaps I 
may not have your influence, nor any influence sufficient to 
procure, if I wanted it, a second year here. But more of this 
some time else." 

" Tuesday Evening ^ December \Zih. I preached this morning 
at 5 on ' Keeping ourselves in the love of God,' and found it 
l)etter to be there than I usually have done on these occasions. 
J dined at 3 with Mr. and Mrs. Buhner, and had some most 
interesting conversation. At 7 I preached in the New Chapel 
"on Hebrews, xi., 24. 

^^ Wednesday Evening^ December \Wi. I have preached at 
Stratford with more than common comfort on Jer., viii., 22, 
«id supped at Mr. Benson's on my return. By-the-by, this 
liberty of staying out to supper, as well as many other liberties 
I now enjoy, will be abridged or aboUshed. But I think the 
yoke will be easy, and the chains, though firm as adamant, will 
be sofl as velvet. 

" Thursday^ December \Uh. This day has been wholly spent 
in my study ; only I just stepped into the chapel at 7, and 
heard Mr. Benson on ' Walking so as to please God.' 

" Saturday^ December 24tth. I have to preach three times to- 
morrow -and read prayers ; twice in my own turn, and once at 
the New Chapel at 5 in the morning for Mr. Taylor, who is 
very poorly. All next week my places are to be supplied, that 
I may be at liberty to attend to the a£^s of the Missions and 
of the Book Committee. 

" Wednesday^ December 2Bth. I am quite tired of the cares 
of business, and should be glad instantly to return to my ac- 
customed duties. I find so bustling a life, spent in such em- 
ployments, not very favorable to my spiritual interests. Pray 
for me. I never needed help more." 

12 
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«* Manchester, Tuesday, 2 o'clock, Jannary 17th, 1804." 
(These are extracts from my father's last letter to Miss 
Maclardie before their marriage.) "On Tlmrsday evening 
next you may expect my mother and myself to arrive. Her 
anxious desire to see, and personally to know, before she dies, 
the intended wife of her only son, prevails over every other 
consideration, and she seems to anticipate with much delight 
the expected interview. 

" Aa to Derby, I am inclined to think, from particular local 
circumstances, that my compliance might, perhaps, do some 
good. Nor do I feel any particular dislike, but rather the 
contrary, to the idea of preaching on the evening of my wed- 
ding-day. Perhaps, in a religious view, it may even be desir- 
able. On Sunday I was urged to preach at Salford in the 
forenoon, and at Oldham Street in the evening, which I ac- 
cordingly did, to very crowded congregations, and with as much 
indifference to their censure or applause as I ever felt in my 
life. I wish I may always be kept as ' single of eye and simple 
of heart.' My first text was 1 Timothy, iv., 8 ; my second, 
Hebrews, ii., 2-4. My sermons were, in my own opinion, 
which you ask me to tell you, of the middle class as sermons, 
and I thought I had more than common liberty and unction in 
my exhortations and applications. I should not at all wonder 
if my friend Wood be influenced, either by affection to me or 
curiosity, or both, to come and see us married. He has inti- 
mated as much in an indirect way. "Well, my dearest friend, 
the time of our union now draws nigh. Before this time next 
Tuesday I hope to have the honor and happiness (undeserved, 
I deeply feel) of calling you mine. Let us on this occasion 
give ourselves afresh to God, and then to each other by the 
will of God. I trust this event will be the commencement of 
a new era in my religious as well as in my domestic life. 
When I look back to the years that are gone, I blush and 
tremble to perceive what a sinner and what a trifler I have 
been. Truly it is high time for me to awake out of sleep. I 
shall now be more than ever responsible to God for my tem- 
pers and conduct. I feel that, in giving you to me. Divine 
Pro\idence lays me under stronger obligation than before to 
be grateful and obedient, and that you, whom my influence, 
example, and deportment may so powerfully affect, as well as 
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our common Governor, have a right to expect my most stren- 
uous endeavors to be holy, devoted, and useful Lord, help a 
helpless worm !" 

Thus ends this series of notices of my father's early ministe- 
rial course. His occasional letters to my mother are the only 
resources, for the same kind of material, which are now availa- 
ble. He could give no greater proof of his deep love to her 
than that he thus overcame his constitutional aversion to talk 
about himself. There are no other journals extant. I do not 
think that any other were written ; and through life he avoid- 
ed the snare, into which some great men have fallen, of main- 
taining an extensive miscellaneous correspondence. 
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On Tuesday, January 24tli, 1804, Jabez Bunting was maiTied 
to Sarah Maclardie, at the parish church of Prestbury, near 
Macclesfield. The same evening he preached, according to en- 
gagement, at Derby, on 1 John, i., 9. The following Sabbath 
he took his regular appointments in his own circuit, and at once 
resumed his other usual duties. He thus details the circum- 
stances attending his marriage in a letter to Mr. Marsden : 
** Of the event to which I have just referred you have doubt- 
less heard before now. It took place on the 24th of January, 
at Prestbury. Mr. Heapy,* Mr. Entwisle, Mr. and Mrs. Allen, 
Messrs. Albiston and Wood, with my good mother from Man- 
chester, Miss Hale,f and Mr. Maclardie, favored us with their 

* The officiating clergyman. 

t The lady's maternal aunt. She thought she could trace her descent 
fix>m Sir Matthew Hale. 
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company on the occasion ; and I trust that He who once at- 
tended a marriage at Cana in Galilee was also present with us, 
to approve and to bless our imion. Pray for us, that we may 
never forfeit His approbation and blessing. Our proper home 
is at City Road, where, besides the room that regularly belongs 
to me, we have the use of the large drawing-room on the sec- 
ond floor. We dine with the family, but at other times are 
alone. Our situation is therefore as comfortable as we can ex- 
pect under such circmnstances. But we have spent a month 
since our arrival at Mr.Middleton's, and are now paying a sim- 
ilar visit at Mr. Butterworth's. The hospitality and kindness 
of our friends in London are truly great. But I beg pardon 
for having said so much about myself and my concerns.** 

The Book-room — ^thc cstabUshraent at which the standard 
publications of the connection are vended — was at this time in 
trouble, and Mr. Lomas, who had, when young, acquired some 
knowledge of secular concerns, was urgently invited to examine 
into its affairs. He sought my father's counsel. " You well 
know, my brother," he says, after congratulating his friend on 
his new relationship, " that in every state and place our God is 
our All. Blessed be His name. He is still my own, and I would 
not lose Him for all the world. What think you ? You are 
my friend, and you are on the spot to see and hear what pass- 
es : should I be in danger of losing Him among books, and fig- 
ures, and toils, and scrapes in the Methodist Book-room ? Or 
do you suppose I have a Providential call to go thither, at least 
for a few weeks, if I could be spared from my circuit ? I can 
truly say I have not sought this ; far from it ; nor do I think it 
desirable for its own sake ; quite otherwise ; but I want to know 
and to do the will of God by spending my time and strength 
in that way which will bring glory to His name, and serve the 
Methodist connection, which I love so dearly." 

To his friend, Mr. Entwisle, whose wife had just died, my &- 
ther wrote a letter of condolence, from which I give some ex* 
tracts: 

« London, March 24th, 1804. 

" My vkbt dbab Fmknd, — ^Mr. Morley's kind letter, which 
arrived four or five days before yours of the 1 9th instant, brought 
me the tidings which, though they did not surprise, deeply af^ 
fisoted and grieved me. I most tenderly sympathize with my 
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beloved fiiend in his heavy affliction, the poignancy of wliich, I 
think, I know how to estimate, so far as it can be estimated by 
•one who has not personally experienced a similar deprivation. 
May that blessed Spirit who is, emphatically and by office, * the 
Comforter,* do His office for you ! As for me, I know not what 
to say to yon. I would gladly be, if I possessed the ability, * as 
one that comforteth the mourners ;' but, as balm itself may be 
painfully appUed, I fear lest I should, by any means, make to 
Ueed afresh that wound which I fain would help to heal. In- 
deed, your present circumstances call rather for the compassion 
t,han for the ad\ice of those who love you ; especially as they 
liave good reason to believe that you have not your cordials to 
eeek in the very hour when they are needed. By a long and 
£uniliar acquaintance with the best of books, you have been pre- 
^ously furnished with those views of Divine Providence, and 
-^Brith those maxims of heavenly wisdom, from which, through 
^he agency of the Holy Ghost, a good man derives such strong 
<x>ii8olations as delight his soul in the midst of his most troub- 
led thoughts. I rejoice exceedingly in the extraordinary sup- 
'port with which you have been favored from above on this 
^nonmful occasion, and will not fail to pray for the continuance 
^f these Divine influences. And, surely, that grace which en- 
abled our dear departed friend so gloriously to triumph over 
^e feelings of nature, the languors of disease, and the assaults 
of death, can and will support her surviving partner, till he, 
like her, shall be called to enjoy the crown for which he fights, 
and the prize for which he runs. I also rejoice to find, from 
your letters, that you are not inattentive to the many circum- 
stances which contribute to alleviate the afflictive stroke, and 
to render it more tolerable. The presence and assistance of 
Hiss Pftwson, as your housekeeper, is a most happy arrange- 
ment indeed both for yourself and for your children. She will 
"be a mother to them, for their mother's sake. Instead of mur- 
mnring that one of your blessings has been taken away, you, I 
doubt not, will rather labor to be thankful, first, that you were 
permitted to enjoy that one for so long a time, and, secondly, 
that, on its removal, you are stiU left in possession of so many 
others ; for you still enjoy the comfort of kind relatives, the 
jdeasures of paternal love, and the warm esteem and attach- 
ment of numerous friends, who, though they can not supply the 
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loss of her who is gone to Heaven, will, by theu* sympathy and 
their prayers, help you to bear it. You still enjoy, above all, 
the means of grace, an interest in Christ, and the hope of eter- 
nal life. You still enjoy God ; and, though nothing could have 
made up to you for the departure of the Creator, it is easy for 
Him to make up to you for the removal of the most beloved 
creature. And, even with respect to that departed object of 
your best earthly affections, you sorrow not as do others. You 
have not only hope, but assurance in her death. You know she 
is not properly gone, but rather gone before ; removed, but not 
lost ; for dying is not the termination of existence, but only the 
exchange of worlds. You know, also, that the certainty of 
your meeting, again is indubitable ; that the time of that meet- 
ing can not be very distant ; that, through the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, it will be happy as well as speedy ; and, 
finally, that it will be eternal as well as joyful. Here you were 
oflen unavoidably separated from each other during consider- 
able periods ; but your next meeting shall be your final one. 
Afler that meeting (and your Lord saith, ' Behold, I come 
quickly'), there shall be no parting kiss, nor shall you ever be 
required to say again * Farewell.' But I must stop. I have in- 
sensibly enlarged on this pleasingly-painful subject much more^. 
tlian I intended. You feel all these things, I am persuaded, 
more forcibly than I can state them. But excuse my long let- 
ter. I have not time now to make it shorter. I joui with you 
in wishing that Mr. Lomas may find his mind at liberty to ac- 
cept the oflice of book-steward for two or three years. In that 
time I think he would put our concerns into a proper train, and 
for a much longer period than that I should not desire so use- 
ful a preacher to be hindered from regular itinerancy. Wheth- 
er he accept the oflSce or not, I am confident that he is right in 
coming to us for a few weeks now. Aided by the result of his 
judicious and faithful investigations, I trust the Book Commit- 
tee will be able to prepare for the Conference a more satisfac- 
tory report of its concerns in that line than has hitherto been 
presented." 

To Mr. Marsden my father says, " Lackington's * Confes- 
sions' afibrd to me satisfactory evidence of a real alteration in 
his sentiments and opinions on religion. As to the conversion 
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of his heart, the smcerity of his repentance, the sufficiency of 
his contrition, and the reality of his return to Christ, I yet 
stand in doubt. But I rejoice that he is, in any degree, altered 
for the better. I fear the style and spirit of the work will not 
do much honor either to Methodism or to Christianity. He 
does not write as a pardoned or penitent prodigal ought. 
What think you of our steps with respect to the missions ? 
They were perhaps bold, but certainly necessary. Yesterday 
we received the final determination of the Committee of Privy 
Council respecting the persecuting law in Jamaica. Their 
lordships w^ill disallow it, so that it, of course, ceases to be op- 
erative ; but they have accompanied this decision with an inti- 
mation that they shall recommend some other measure to the 
Colonial Legislature in order to prevent abuses of the Tolera- 
tion. What that other measure will be we can not tell. We 
have had a great deal of trouble on this business, but to have 
succeeded in any degree is more than an adequate recompense. 
Messrs. Abraham Booth, Andrew Fuller, and Robert Hall, on 
behalf of the Baptists, joined us in our applications. The oth- 
er Dissenters stood aloof. We have pleasing accoimts from 
Messrs. Mahy and Pontavice in France. They are making si- 
lent progress in some country parishes of Normandy ; but con- 
cealment is essential to their safety and success, so that nothing 
must be published that would tend to make them objects of 
attention to the present execrable government of that coun- 
try." 

The " bold but certainly necessary" steps in reference to the 
connectional missions adopted at this time require some ex- 
planation. My father had very easily come to the conclusion 
that the laity, equally with the clergy, are bound and entitled 
to assist in the management of the temporal afiairs of the 
Church. Up to this period a contrary principle had prevailed 
in Methodism. All parties to the constitutional settlement of 
1795-1797 had contented themselves with providing that the 
accounts kept by the Conference should be duly reported to 
the people under its charge. All local finances, indeed, includ- 
ing those of chapels, were then, as now, imder the sole control 
of lay officers ; but the funds collected for the common pur- 
poses of the connection were received and distributed by min- 
isters only. 
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It was impossible that such a state of things should long 
continue; and, accordingly, so early as 1799, the Conference 
introduced the lay element. But the circumstances of the case 
showed that no new system was intended. Of their own pri- 
vate Benefit Society, founded and supported by their own per- 
sonal contributions, and, therefore, legitimately subject to their 
exclusive management, the preachers composing the Confer- 
ence elected a treasurer. But this was an exceptional appoint- 
ment, and was not often, if ever, repeated. 

Very soon after a body of the laity appear to have interest- 
ed themselves in the pecuniary affairs of the connection. A 
" Preachers' Friend Society" organized itself in London in the 
year 1799. Its objects were the "casual relief" of the minis- 
ters and their families " when in sickness or otherwise distress- 
ed." Its bounty was dispensed by a committee of seven per- 
sons resident in London, of which committee no minister was, 
or could be, a member. " Country members" might be pres- 
ent at the meetings. Annual reports were to be published ; 
at the end of which, cases were to appear, and statements of 
the relief granted, concealing the names of the applicants. The 
first conunittee included the names of Bulmer, Hamilton, Mid- 
dleton, and Sundius ; Holy, Longridge, and others were coun- 
tiy members ; Marriott, Treasurer ; and Butterworth, Secretary. 
The Conference was at this time sorely straitened for money ; 
but I confess I am surprised that, instead of sanctioning, it did 
not summarily reject the scheme, with best thanks to its 
promoters for their good intentions, but with an earnest warn- 
ing against the mischiefs which it threatened. It soon perish- 
ed. A committee of the richer laymen of the body, distribut- 
ing largesses at their own discretion to the ministers of the 
entire connection, was not an institute likely to acquire the 
confidence of the people, or to preserve the stainless incorrupt- 
ibility of the persons it was designed to help. No intelligent 
Methodist can wish the experiment to be repeated. Common 
labors; conmion certainty of maintenance; common interchange 
of friendly oflfices ; common sympathy and aid in trouble — ^these 
be the common inheritance of Methodist ministers to the end 
of time ! 

The Conference of 1801 was the first to give substantial and 
consistent form to the principle of lay interference. It was 
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then enacted that the circuit stewards should have a right to 
be present at the meetings of the district, and to advise at the 
settlement of all financial matters. But, so unimportant was 
this regulation considered, that, owing to the mistake of the 
secretary, no mention of it appears in the minutes of the year. 
It is to be found at the end of the Magazine for December. 

The year 1803 saw another change made in the same direc- 
tion. Mr. Butterworth and Mr. Allan, both active and intelli- 
gent Wesleyans, the latter a local preacher and a lawyer, had 
directed their serious attention to the relations of the connec- 
tion to the legislative and administrative acts of the ci\'il pow- 
er, and it was chiefly at their instance that, in the year last 
named, the Conference appointed a connnittee to ^^ guard our 
Teligious privileges in these perilous times," the majority of 
^hich committee, as it happened, were laymen. The idea of 
-representation, too, as being, in some cases, and in well-regu- 
!]ated modes, expedient, was recognized, by placing upon this 
<M>mmittee " the general steward of the London Circuit for the 
'time being." With the single exception which occurred in 
1799, this was the first time that laymen were permitted to 
engage in aflfairs relating to the whole connection; and even 
"these alTairs were not properly or necessarily pecuniary.* 

This was the germ of our present financial economy, though 
^ose who planted it little thought how high it would grow. 
3t was not possible, however, that Jabez Bunting's clear com- 
prehension of the present and foresight of the future should 
:fidl to see in it the commencement of a new order of things 
smd the foundation of a new policy. But neither did he con- 
jecture that this policy was to be, distinctively and emphatical- 
ly, his own. 

When he became a minister in London, the whole missionary 
operations of the body had long been confided by the Confer- 
ence exclusively to the charge and direction of Dr. Coke. That 

* Of course, I am not referring to practices which prevailed daring the 
earliest history of the body, and which at this time had become obsolete. I 
am aware that laymen interfered at the time of the settlement of 1795-1797, 
bat there was no constitutional warrant for their doing so. An acute in- 
vestigator may also find in the first article of the Plan of Pacification somo 
faint traces of the idea of representation, but not in the sense in which the 
term is used in the text, or in which the connection has snbsequently adopt- 
edit 
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zealous and distinguished clergyman had exercised great con- 
trol over them before the death of Wesley, and, because his 
will and wisdom had done so much to create this department 
of the work, and his personal contributions and exertions had 
done nearly every thing to sustain it, his superintendence of 
it had been continued and confirmed. He had given or beg- 
ged all the money, and had been left to expend it as he chose. 
In 1794 he had rendered an account of his stewardship, which 
showed that, up to that period, he had personally subscribed 
more than nine hundred pounds, and had lent to mission chap- 
els a sum much larger. But, between 1794 and 1803, no state- 
ment whatever had been published ; so that, although every 
body knew that he was a large creditor upon the fund, none 
but himself could have proved that he was not a defaulting 
debtor. He was absent from England during ne^irly all the 
period which elapsed between the Conference of 1803 and that 
of 1804, and, so far as the missions were concerned, his some- 
what complicated money afiairs were transacted by the Book- 
steward, who, inasmuch as he was a minister, and had long 
been more familiar with the duties of itinerancv than with the 
mysteries of trade, can not be severely blamed that his various 
accoimts, confused separately, were confused together, and lay 
in a state of almost unintelligible entanglement. Mr. Lomas, 
we have seen, was caUed to the rescue of the Book-room ; but, 
until he should arrive, my father made a vigorous attempt to re- 
duce things into order. Let those be thankful who have never 
encountered such a task. What an acreage of paper ; and how 
prim and proper did the figures stand, in long successive files, 
Uke soldiers waiting for parade! But who should ascertain 
their powers, command their evolutions, and lead them to 
march and action ? 

And what was to bo done for the missions? Coke was 
preaching through America, and his deputy had taken to his 
bed. This, at all events, was a clear case for the farther appli- 
cation of the principle adopted at the preceding Conference; 
and, accordingly, the London preachers formed a committee 
of " finance and advice," composed of all the London ministers, 
and of those same laymen whom the Conference had honored 
with its confidence in reference to " our religious privileges." 
This step was cautiously taken. Dr. Coke's authorized super- 
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intendence was left undisturbed ; but he was not in England 
to do his work. Money must be had; laymen must find it: 
surely it was for them to say how it should be found, and to 
advise, when found, how it should be laid out ; and those lay- 
men were selected to whom the Conference itself had already 
committed an important trust. This caution extended to the 
minuter details of the arrangement. Marriott and Butterworth, 
the Treasurer and Secretary respectively of "the Preachers' 
Friend Society," were appointed to similar offices in connection 
with the new conmiittee. 

The measures thus taken were duly announced by circular 
to the several superintendents throughout the connection, and 
my father's last-quoted letter to Mr. Marsden was one of many 
modes in which he endeavored to soimd the opinions of his 
brethren whether a plan suggested by a special exigency could 
be made part of a permanent system. Mr. Marsden's reply has 
not come into my possession. Dr. Coke soon came back, and 
1 fear he was grieved at what had passed during his absence. 
-At the Conference of 1 804, however, his powers were placed 
nndcr the check of a standing committee of " finance and ad- 
vice," of which he was appointed president ; he was favored 
"with the assistance of a treasurer and of a secretary, both minis- 
tiers ; and annual reports were ordered to be published. These 
\^rere innovations enough at a time. No la}Tnen were appoint- 
ed officers, or even members of the committee ; and several 
years elapsed before the principle of lay concern in the man- 
agement of any of our connectional affiiirs was farther recog- 
nized. Shortly after the Conference the new committee is- 
sued a letter containing the following paragraph : " You will 
perceive, from the minutes of the last Conference, that a com- 
mittee of finance and ad\'ice has been appointed to assist the 
general superintendent in the management of the missions. 
The former committee has been dissolved. The Conference 
was fully satisfied of the integrity, piety, and disinterestedness 
of the whole conduct of the former committee, and retmn them 
their thanks ; but they choose to manage the missions in future 
only by their superintendent, and a committee chosen out of 
their own body." So ended my father's first essay at develop- 
ing the constitution of Methodism. It is doubtful whether ten 
laymen in the body cared whether it did or did not succeed. 
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But some of the veterans of the Conference were not a little 
displeased at the young man's rashness,. and were half ofrsdd 
that, in the person of tlic rising preacher and administrator, a 
" Kilhamite" had crept into the connection. 

Mr. Entwisle writes him in May, 1804, " I saw at , 

He introduced the business of the Book-room ; but, as com- 
pany was present, I could say little : however, he expressed 
his decided opposition to j and observed that our Book- 
steward should be a compassionate brother, that could feel for 
his bretliren, etc. I said nothing in reply, judging it improper 
before the ladies. But I can not see why an agent of the Con- 
ference in book affairs should be compassionate; I think he 
ought to be accurate and sternly just." 

In answer to an invitation to travel in the Huddersfield Cir- 
cuit after the ensuing Conference, my father writes : " If I 
were at liberty to choose my own circuit, I should, perhaps, at 
my time of life, greatly prefer Huddersfield to London; for, 
though we certainly have more external comfort here than in 
most other places, I do not consider this situation to be, on the 
whole, desirable or advantageous to a young man. We have 
perpetually so much public business upon our hands, of a kind 
which does not occur in country circuits, that there is little or 
no time left for the purposes of study, which, to one in my cir- 
cumstances, is a serious inconvenience. But I have various 
reasons to believe that our excellent and valuable friends in 
the metropolis generally expect and wish me to stay with them 
another year, and that they intend, at their next Quarterly 
meeting, to propose a petition to Conference with that view : 
I shall, in such a case, feel it my duty to be, as on every former 
occasion, wholly passive, and to submit the decision of the busi- 
ness entirely to God and to my brethren." 

Mr. Entwisle writes about this period, with an account of 
the Macclesfield District meeting : " At 6 next morning, Mr. 
West* gave us a plain, useful sermon on Isidah, xxxiv., 16. He 
is quite an original ; says smart and striking things in a plain 
way, and is lively and animated. Our business was conducted 
in the usual way. In discussing the inquiry, 'Is there any ob- 
jection,' etc., we considered it as it respects moral conduct^ 
doctrines, discipline, and abilities,'taking each particular sepa- 
rately." 

* Father of the President of the Conference in 1858. 
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The next extract introduces my father into a wider and 
more influential sphere of action. He writes to my mother, 
then at Margate, under date of July 2d, 1804 : " This morning 
I preached, at 6, on * Being sealed with the Holy Spirit.' At 
8 o'clock I went to Mr. Taylor's, Hatton Garden, to attend the 
committee for the Review, and, strange to tell, on the motion 
of Mr. Burder, was caUed to the chair ; so I assumed, as well 
as I could, the air and attitude of a man of consequence, and 
got through the duties of my office, in my own opinion at 
least, very respectably. The gentlemen present stared with 
admiration when I told them that I had preached at 5 o'clock. 
Calling at GuildhaU on my way home, I stepped for a while 
into the Court of Bang's Bench, and was amused with the 
sparrings of Grarrow and Erskine : I then found a connnon hall 
of the city assembled to choose two new sheriffs. Several gen- 
tlemen were put in nomination, among whom was our friend, 
Mr. Marriott.* Fortunately for his purse, the majority of votes 
vas in favor of two other persons." 

The Review alluded to in the preceding paragraph, origi- 
nally intended to be called " The Bibliothecal Review," was 
subsequently established as " The Eclectic." Mr. Butterworth 
first brought the subject before my father's attention by intro- 
dacing to him the late Mr. Apsley Pellatt, with the injunction 
that, ** for many reasons, the business must remain a profound 
BBcret.*' Of the gentlemen invited to attend the meeting for 
its establishment, two only, Jabez Bunting and the late Rev. 
Thomas Roberts, were Wesleyan ministers ; eight of the twen- 
ty-nine laymen summoned were connected with the Methodist 
society ; Josiah Pratt is the only clergyman whose name ap- 
pears on the list ; and the venerable Dr. Steinkopff is the only 
survivor ; Greatheed, the friend of Cowper, was the chairman 
of the committee. The first trustees were Mr. Burder, the late 
Rev. George Collison, of Hackney, "William Alers, Apsley Pel- 
latt, and Jabez Bunting.f The agreement constitutmg the 

* One of John We8ley*8 executors, and the son of the baker who first 
took Mather to " the Fonndciy." 

t A drcalar, issued soon after the commencement of the Review, con- 
tains a strong recommendation of it, signed by Jcrram, of Chobham, and by 
Baafl Woodd, disttngnishod leaders of the Evangelical party in the Church ; 
by Fawoett, Hughes, and Dr. Ryhmd, among the Baptists ; by Simpson, Fyo 
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trust provided that the profits, if any, should be pidd to the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. It was farther agreed that 
the intended Review should " be conduct^ upon the principles 
of the doctrinal Articles of the Church of England," farther 
defined as " the doctrines of the Trinity in Unity ; the vicarious 
Atonement of Christ ; Regeneration by the Holy Spirit ; Justi- 
fication by Grace, through Faith ; Obligation of obedience to 
the Moral Law ; Existence of the soul separate from the body; 
The Resurrection of the Dead ; the Everlasting happiness of 
the beUever, and Everlasting punishment of the impenitent." 
It was stipulated, also, that upon the committee there should be 
two members of the EstabUshed Church, two Independents, one 
Baptist, and one Wesleyan Methodist. My father's talent for 
the details of business — how acquired I am at a loss to say — 
was put into requisition, and calculations of expenditure and 
of probable income and profit, prepared with much care, are 
found among his papers. 

I infer, from liis active and prominent connection with this 
undertaking, that, though he was a stranger in the metropolis, 
and a very yoimg man, he already conmfianded great respect 
and influence, and that many without liis own pale had learned 
to value the soundness of Iiis judgment, and his mastery over 
delicate and difficult subjects. The wisest representatives of 
metropolitan Nonconfonnity, together with a section of the 
Evangelical party in the Church of England, united, for the first 
time, with the Wesleyans, to defend and to promote reli^on 
upon the basis of a common creed. The event was novel in the 
history of Methodism, from which its distinctive theology, and, 
perhaps, also its quick and unexpected spread, had repelled 
Christians of other communions ; some from a wholesome fear 
of heresy, and some from a pardonable fear of rivalship. The 
yoimg Methodist preacher, who was thus brought into close 
union with strange but friendly brethren, well sustained the 
character of the body to which he belonged. I refer not so 
much to his general abilities or to the suavity of his manners, 
as to the strong Christian sense with which his mind always 
seized, as in a moment, upon the essential doctrines taught in 
Hol^ Scripture ; putting aside for their sake, as the season or 

Smith, and Dr. Williams, Congregational ministen ; by Nicol and Wangh, 
of the Presbyterians ; and by Benson, Clarke, and Jenkins^ BliethodjstB. 
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the purpose might require, other not unimportant truths, which 
many good men did not sec iu the light in which he saw them, 
or could not see at all. 

The undertaking, it is well known, did not succeed. The 
services of some of the best men of the time were enlisted ; but 
it was very hard, in those days, for pious Calvinists to believe 
that any who denied the Decrees, in their Genevan sense, knelt 
humbly as themselves at the sovereign Savior's feet for all spir- 
itual influence and power. The Review ceased to be catholic 
Tvhen it impugned the principles of evangelical Arminianism, 
and that event soon happened. Other causes of dissension 
quickly followed. The character of the age was altogether un- 
favorable to schemes of healthy and generous compromise. I 
have hinted at the temptation to jealousy which Methodism 
presented to stricter Nonconformists. But there was a still 
more serious difficulty. The frozen Establishment had begim 
to thaw, and, waking and warming into conscious life, had 
stretched its limbs, had begun to look about it, and, discovering 
its powers, had displayed them in the sight of friend and foe. 
** The common people" always " heard" it " gladly ;" and its 
parochial system gave it a quick, firm, and simultaneous grasp 
upon the entire country. No wonder, then, that those who 
thought they discerned in all state churches a tendency to evil 
rather than to good, were startled when they saw the Church 
of England in downright earnest, and would not feign friendship 
when they felt nothing but suspicion and dread. So it came to 
pass that, when this ^^ strong man" became a rejoicing competi- 
tor in the race for usefulness, and Methodism, running all the 
£ister, yet breathed out a welcome, bade him play fairly, and 
wished him quickly at the goal, the old Dissent stopped and 
questioned, saying now that the strange racer carried too much 
weight, and now that he had undue advantage ; aU which little 
heedmg, he went on his way, and, as many think, got a full cen- 
tury's start of those who tried to hinder him. But may all win ! 

John Foster was one of the first to foretell that the Review 
would fail to preserve its distinctive feature of catholicity. 

What a stupid thing it was," he says to the editor in 1808, 

to b^in a thing on such a plan !" But Foster did much to 
create the difficulties which he thought the founders ought to 
have foreseen. Had his influence and talents been exerted in 
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favor of tho scheme, there can bo little doubt that it wotild 
have answered. The truth is, that the men whose fancied folly 
he condemned were, in this instance, as wise as himself, and a 
little more amiable. It is often right to make experiments, 
though httle hope of their success may be indulged ; and it is 
not for those who frustrate that success to complain of the ef- 
fort. Foster has wittily said that ^^ the Methodists are the Chi- 
nese of Christianity." It is certain he was one of its Tartars. 
From this failure my father learned a lesson which he never 
forgot. In subsequent life he always very cautiously weighed, 
though he did not always refuse to join in, projects for which 
some one of the Churches of the faithful was not distinctly re- 
sponsible, and which it did not pursue by its own denomina- 
tional methods. He dreaded lest what were intended as man- 
ifestations of union should prove occasions of discord, and he 
thought that the parts separately would accomplish more than 
could the whole combined, lliere were cases, however, of 
united action not open to any doubt, and the opportunities thus 
afforded he eagerly embraced. Tho Bible Society did, cheaply 
and effectively, the work of all the churches. City missions, 
too, though within the range of his objection, were practically 
excepted from it. Within the same exception came also cer- 
tain pressing claims for the promotion of the Gospel abroad, 
w^hich no denominational society was prepared to meet. The 
Evangehcal Alliance, as he always strenuously maintained, 
served its great and final purpose by the constant exhibition to 
the world of the substantial unity of the Church. He listened 
with affectionate deference to his illustrious friend, Thomas 
Chalmers, when he summoned that body to some aggressive 
action; but the call awakened fear rather than sympathy. 
Each case, such . as that of tho Madiai, in which action was 
taken, was considered by my father upon its own abstract and 
peculiar merits. He would have been deeply grieved if the 
influence^ not to say the existence, of the Alliance had been en- 
dangered by any attempt to compass objects foreign to its orig- 
inal design. Nor did he ever see why churches should form 
confederations in order to effect any purpose which Christians 
formed into churches were already fulfilling, if with some in- 
centives from sectarian zeal, yet chiefly out of love to their 
conmion Savior and Head* 
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My father again addresses Mr. Marsden : " The long-talked 
of Jamaica business has ended less favorably than we hoped it 
would. The old law is, indeed, fully repealed by the refusal 
of his majesty's assent to it. But the tidings of that refusal, 
when sent to the Colonial Legislature, were accompanied with 
the sketch of a new act on the same subject, which the Lords' 
Committee of Privy Council for Trade and Plantations recom- 
mended to their adoption, and which, if carried into effect, will 
be still more injurious to Toleration than that which was before 
proposed. As this sketch was not officially made known to us, 
nothing can be done in this stage of the business ; but if it bo 
passed into a law, om* opposition may then be renewed, and 
perhaps with more probability of success, in consequence of 
the recent change of administration.* Under such threatening 
circumstances, it is our comfort to be assured that the Lord 
Teigneth ; and that when, by His overruling Providence, He 
lias strangely made the wTath and malice of man to serve His 
righteous purposes and to promote His glory, the remainder 
of that wrath He will effectually restrain. Our district met 
last week but one. Mr. Taylor is chosen by a large majority 
to represent the district in the Stationing Committee ; but the 
lyrethren agreed to suggest to that committee the propriety of 
admitting Mr, Benson also, in Dr. Coke's absence, as the rep- 
resentative of the foreign missionaries, several of whom are 
come home, and will want circuits. Mr. Taylor stays a second 
year, of course, and ex officio, Messrs. Rutherford and Rhodes 
are expected to remove. The Quarterly meeting has determ- 
ined to petition for Mr. Myles, Mr. Entwisle, and myself, as mar- 
ried preachers, and to ask for two single men. lliis will com- 
plete their usual number of six preachers. Of Mr. Benson's 
stay as editor, etc., they will be very glad, but they are re- 
solved (from a wish, they say, to make no precedents danger- 
ous to itinerancy) to consider him, and Mr. Lomas also, should 
be be miited with Mr. Whitefield in the Book-room, as the serv- 
ants of the Conference only, not of the circuit. They therefore 
Tefase to grant Mr. B. any longer the allowances of a preacher, 
or to reckon him one of their six ; but, in consideration of the 
Sunday services of the editor, they will undertake to pay two 

* Mr. Pitt had just resumed powen 

Vol. L— K 
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or three additional wives.* I hear Mr. Jos. Bradford means to 
come here. In that case, he will occupy the Spitalfields house, 
and I must remove. I am perfectly willing to go or stay, as 
Providence and the Conference (which to me is the organ of 
Providence) may appoint. Who knows but I may be fortu- 
nate enough to have you for my bishop, in some quiet York- 
shire circuit?" 

Writing to a friend, my father says : " You have been, I find, 
in the wars of late. My private opinion certainly is, that if 

Mr. could quietly and comfortably have remained with 

you, it would have been highly desirable. As there is so seri- 
ous and respectable an opposition, however, if I were he, I 
would absolutely, and at once, resign all claims of the kind. 
Indeed, I believe a great majority of the Conference will de- 
cidedly oppose all triennial appointments. In some cases I 
think they would do good; in others they would do harm; 
and I begin to be of opinion that, as the Conference can not 
distinguish between the former and the latter cases without 
subjecting themselves to the clamor which any imputation of 
partiality would immediately excite, nor without giving fresh 
occasion for strifes and jealousies among both preachers and 
people, they had better revive and enforce their old rule. I 
grant that, in some instances, this will be hard ; but sudi is 
the present state of the world and of human nature, that the 
innocent must often suffer for the guilty, and the wishes of the 
good must be thwarted in order to prevent the working of 
corruption in the bad." 

I add here that my father's experience soon taught him the 
advantage, as a rule, of triennial appointments ; but he always 
approved and advocated the check which the Methodist Con- 
stitution imposes upon the practice, by requiring, in all ordi- 
nary cases, the hearty concurrence of the Quarterly meeting. 
An itinerancy like ours absolutely requires that, the wishes of 
the people being first fully stated and considered, the appoint* 
ment of the ministers should rest with the Conference. But 
the system, fairly worked and carried out, guards itself against 
the countless evils of intruding a minister whom evaits prove 
to be unfit for the sphere allotted to him. At the end of one 
year all mistakes may easily be rectified ; and there is a change, 
* The allowances made to whres of ministen in other ciitmits. 
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as of course, at the end of two years, unless there are clear in- 
dications of a wbh to the contrary. This is one of the many 
advantages of a pastorate which regularly varies, as compared 
with one whose changes depend upon the accidents of events 
or of opinion. To those who discern its disadvantages, it is 
enough now. to say that the arrangement has worked well for 
more than a century, and that it is not disparaged by the fact 
that it draws largely on the self-denial of the clergy. Until 
my &ther had traveled sixteen years, he never accepted an in- 
vitation for a third year. This course of action I attribute 
partly to his desire to examine closely the practical working 
of Methodism in various circumstances, and partly to his per- 
ception that a man in his peculiar position was keenly watched, 
and, in some cases, not without jealousy. 

He had now completed his first year's residence in London. 
Occasional references have appeared in his letters to the mul- 
tiplicity and laboriousness of the ordinary work of the circuit. 
Dr. George Smith, in the second volume of his History of Meth- 
odism,* has printed the Plan for the last quarter of 1803, from 
which it will be seen that the circuit extended " from Twick- 
enham to Tilbury, about thirty-eight miles, and from Mitcham 
to Bamet, nearly twenty miles." The names of thirty-one 
chapels and preaching-places appear on this Plan. In these 
my £ither preached two hundred and sixty-three times ; but 
his usual course was interrupted by his wedding trip, and was 
shortened by the holding of the Conference in London in 1804. 
Daring the year he kept e\'ery appointment in his circuit ex- 
cept on the occasion of his marriage, and on one Sabbath spent 
at Margate. 

To his ordinary duties were added various public concerns. 
I have spoken of his labors at the Book-room and for the mis- 
sions ; and his letters refer to long transcriptions from Magee 
for the use of the Magazine, and to other services rendered to 
its editor. I have no evidence that he was present at the 
meeting at which the British and Foreign Bible Society was 
formed, but he took some part in its earlier proceedings. Jo- 
seph Lancaster's plans for the education of the people also en- 
gaged his close attention, and in the then state of the question, 
especially as it affected his own denomination, commanded his 

* London : Longman and Co. 1S5S. 
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warm approval. They were the occasion of the only move- 
ment, on a large scale, and in a right direction, in which Non- 
conformists could at that time participate. 

The first Quarterly meeting of the local preachers held dur- 
ing this year, gave rise to a decisive declaration of my father's 
strong conviction as to the necessity of an order of men sepa- 
rated exclusively to the work of the ministry, and that his 
brethren, the itinerant preachers, and himself, constituted such 
an order. It had been the custom, I do not know how long, 
to call over the names of the itinerant and local preachers in 
succession, and to inquire into each man's character, orthodoxy, 
and general ability. When my father's name was mentioned, 
he rose and protested, insisting that such an investigation as 
to himself and his brethren in the ministry formed no proper 
part of the functions of that meeting. " When I am tried," he 
said, " I will be tried by my peers ;" and he argued that an in- 
quiry which might issue in a trial, or, possibly, in immediate 
degradation, ought also to be conducted by his peers. The 
practice was never resumed in his presence, and I believe it has 
fallen into entire desuetude. 

At the Conference held in 1804, Henry Moore was appointed 
president, and Dr. Coke, who had returned from America, secre- 
tary. 

Henry Moobe, the friend and biographer of Wesley, was 
bom near Dublin in 1751. He acquired in early life the habits 
of a scholar; but his education, which it was intended to com- 
plete at the Dublin University, was interrupted by the death 
of his father. He states, when telling the story of his youth, 
that he was bound apprentice to a carver, whom he also calls 
an artist. He went to reside in London, and became very gay : 
^' The Parks, Yauxhall, Ranelagh, and especially the theatres, 
of which I was a passionate admirer, quite intoxicated me, so 
that the name of Garrick in a play-bill would make my heart 
vibrate with delightful anticipations." He returned to Dub- 
lin: "The sight of the University had a painful effect npoh 
me ; I sometimes attended the College Chapel, and often took 
a melancholy walk in its beautiful park." Again he went to 
London, and occasionally attended at Methodist Chapels. He 
heard Charles Wesley preach ; " but his vehement and, what 
my folly pronounced, his headlong elocution, did not suit that 
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cold attention which was all I could then give to the ministry 
of any man, although, with respect to him, every sentence 
seemed an aphorism." He also frequented the Lock Chapel, 
where he heard De Coetlogon and Madan. The word he 
heard seriously impressed him. Again he sought his native 
land. He fell into a dispute about Calvinism, and his oppo- 
nent urged him to read St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans : so 
he sat down to read Burkitt's Commentary. " But how shall 
I describe the change wrought in my mind while rapidly, and 
with almost breathless attention, going through that Epistle, 
without taking in one word of the Commentary ? The doc- 
trine which I wished to explore vanished from my remem- 
brance. I discovered that which I needed much more. Salva- 
tion by Grace, through Faith." He sought for farther light, 
and went to hear Smyth, an archbishop's nephew, who was 
announced to preach in the Methodist Chapel. " How gi'eat 
was my disappointment ! A layman, with his plain coat, when 
I expected the gown, ascended the pulpit." The preacher 
was Samuel Bradbum. " The sermon throughout was highly 
impressive, and some parts of it came home to my case." Soon 
afterward he found peace with God, joined the society, and 
began to preach. Wesley sent him into the Londonderry Cir- 
cuit in 1779, and, having watched his course, and taken the 
measure of his talents, appointed him, in 1784, to the London 
Circuit. Coke was anxious that he should be ordained'as a 
bishop for America, but Wesley absolutely refused. Moore 
attended Wesley in his study at 6 o'clock every morning, read 
the letters, and answered many of them. Wesley " had very 
much forgotten his French, which was still fresh with" Moore ; 
" and he received many French letters." Moore traveled with 
him daring the winter, and " was never absent from him on 
the journey, night or day." "He had always books with him 
in the carriage, and used sometimes to read his own excerpta 
of the classics to me." 

Charles Wesley wished Moore to take orders in the Church 
of England ; but John Wesley cut the matter short by taking 
part, in conjunction with two other Anglican Presbyters, in 
ordaining his young companion. As it turned out, this was a 
mistake. Other preachers, who, in like manner, received or- 
ders, never regarded them, after Wesley's death, as having 
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created any real distinction between themselves and their 
brethren ; but Moore ever and anon stood upon his rights. 
In 1786 he was appointed to Dublin ; but two years afterward 
Wesley e\Tnced his great attachment to him by again station- 
ing him in London, and in 1790 in Bristol, where Wesley spent 
almost as much time as in the metropolis.* By Wesley^s will, 
the right to preach at his chapel in the City Road, London, 
and to appoint preachers for his chapel in King Street, Bath, 
was given to four clergymen and to eight of his preachers. 
Of these latter only two had been ordained by himself: Moore 
was one. He accounts for this exceptional mode of appoint- 
ment, in the case of these two chapels, on the theory that Wes- 
ley had confidence that these twelve men would maintain the 
system of itinerancy so far as these chapels were concerned. 
Be this as it may, the powers conferred by the will were quietly 
ceded to the Conference as soon as Wesley died. It was felt 
to be impossible to reconcile such an irregular plan of action 
with the general system of itinerancy. During the disputes 
which followed, Moore warmly espoused the side of the sepa- 
ratists from the Church of England ; more, as I gather from 
his biography, in reliance on his own ordination than as con- 
tending for the common rights of his brethren. Against those 
provisions of the Constitution which were enacted in 1797 he 
vehemently protested. But his well-deserved reputation as a 
theologian ; the power of his " profound, luminous, and sen- 
tentious" preachhig; the gravity and stateliness of his de- 
meanor ; his quiet humor, kindling sometimes into sparkling 
wit ; his general force and weight of character ; and Wesley's 
recorded confidence in his integrity and wisdom, all placed 
him, for many years, in the foremost ranks of the connection. 
His crotchets did not become prominent until they had lost 
power to hurt. He made a fruitless effort to occupy, inde- 
pendently of the Conference, Wesley's own pulpit and house. 
For a time he resolutely opposed the formation of the Wes- 

♦ In a letter from Wesley to Moore, dated ** Dumfries, June Ist, 1790," 
he says, " So I am upon the borders of England once agnin. My sight is 
much as it was ; but I doubt I shall not recover my strength till I use that 
noble medicine, preaching in the morning." To think of early-morning 
preaching caring the ailments of a man in the eighty-eighth year of his 
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leyan jMethodLst Missionary Society, tliough allorward he be- 
came one of its heartiest friends. He could not, or would not, 
believe that the candidates for the ministry ought to be trained 
in a theological institution, and, accordingly, in 1835, his name 
was, with his consent, used against the Conference in the liti- 
gation which resulted from the proceedings tak^i by the Rev. 
Dr. Samuel Warren. Subsequently he politely offered ordina- 
tion to the entire body of his brethren. After a long period 
of vigorous and self-possessed old age, he died in 1844. His 
friendship with my father was for many years firm, frank, and 
affectionate, except at times when the latter asserted the au- 
thority of the Conference over one of Wesley's favorite sons.* 
Their personal intercourse, however, was terminated when 
some gathered around Moore in his later days who did much 
to cheer and comfort him, but whom my father could not meet 
without danger of unpleasant collision. His biography of 
Wesley is a valuable contribution to the history of Methodism, 
but it is in some places tinctured with his own peculiar views, 
and especiaUy with those of them which affected his personal 
position. His sermon on the £pistle to the Romans, the ripe 
result, no doubt, of his first impressions when reading it, is 
regarded by competent judges as a master-piece in its own 
class of pulpit composition. The sermons published in a sepa- 
rate volume have not obtained such a circulation as to create 
any general opinion of their merits. He was the intimate 
friend of Alexander Ejiox, whose father and mother were 
Methodists in his first circuit, as also of Mary Tighe, the au- 
thoress of " Psyche ;" considered, by a judge no less competent 
than Sir James Mackintosh, as the best poem in the language 
composed by a female writer. I can not hope that this sketch 
has done Mr. Moore full justice, but I think the portrait is sub- 
stantially true to nature ; if not, I have failed to convey the 

* The history of the ''Bible Christians,** sometimes improperly called 
Brianites, one of the minor sects of Methodists, and prevailing chie6y in 
the West of England, supplies a remarkable incident. Their founder, to 
whom many oT them were placed under the strongest religions obligations, 
clearly and contumaciously violated their rules. They firmly resisted him, 
tnd ultimately dissolved their connection with him, though their contribu- 
tions still make his old age comfortable. This fact was related to me by 
Mr. James Thome, one of their ministers, to whose name I can not refer 
but in terms of affection and respecL 
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pleasant impression produced npon me by the striking appear- 
ance, sagacious sayings, and constant, condescending kindness 
of one of the greatest and most venerable men whom it was 
ever my privilege to know. 

A letter from Miss Percival, dated "September 7th, 1804," 
announced the death of my father's early benefactor. 

" My dear Sir, — You ynH doubtless have been apprised of 
the very melancholy and afflicting event which has happened 
to this family. The fortitude and resignation with which my 
mother has supported herself are truly admirable, and I trust 
that we have all endeavored to call forth that strength of mind 
of which we have lately lost so exalted a pattern. In your 
sympathy we feel confident ; and it will, perhaps, afford you 
some gratification to learn that my dear father has mentioned 
you in his papers in the kindest terms. The following is an 
extract from one of these papers that I allude to. ^ It is my 
earnest request that my excellent friend, Mr. Jabez Bunting, 
will assist my dear son, Edward Cropper Percival, in the ex- 
amination of my manuscript letters land papers, for the pur- 
pose of selecting what should be preserved, and of destroying 
whatever may be useless or improper to be kept. In their 
secrecy and discretion I have complete confidence.' My fa- 
ther has also directed a mourning ring to be sent to you." 

In reply to a letter on the same mournful occasion, received 
from Mr. Edward Percival, my father wrote on September 
15th, 1804: 

« My dear Sir,— When your letter arrived at City Road I 
was unfortunately absent, so that it lay there some time be- 
fore I received it. Accept this as my apology for not having 
sooner replied to its contents. Of the decease of my most 
honored and ever-to-be-veneratcd friend I had not before been 
apprised. The melancholy intelligence greatly afifected my 
mind. Bo assured that I cordially s^^npathize with Mrs. Per- 
cival, yourself, and your whole family. After spending in liis 
household four of the happiest years of my life, and enjoying 
so many opportunities of witnessing his manifold excellences, 
it is impossible that I should hear of the removal of so exalted 
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a character from our world without emotions of lively regret. 
Indeed, not to lament his departure as a most painful dispensa- 
tion of Divine Providence would argue a criminal insensibility 
to his worth, and a culpable ingratitude for the benefits de- 
rived from his society and example. But, while we feel as 
men, let us submit as Christians. From the animating doc- 
trines' and momentous discoveries of that Gospel in which your 
father was so firm a believer, and of which he was occasional- 
ly so able a defender, we shall derive the most effectual relief 
and consolation under such trying bereavements. Let us thank 
God that we are not left to mourn like those who are without 
hope. Life and immortality are brought to clear and certain 
light ; and we now not only trust, but know, that death is not 
an extinction, but a mere change of being. May I take the 
liberty of requesting from you, when you write, some farther 
particulars as to the time of your excellent father's death, the 
nature and duration of his previous illness, etc. ? It does, in- 
deed, afford me the highest gratification to find that I am so 
kindly mentioned in your father's papers. His friendly re- 
membrance of me I dways estimated most highly, but I am 
doubly grateful for this last honorable expression of it. With 
respect to the examination of the manuscripts, you have doubt- 
less anticipated my determination. 'The earnest request' of 
one to whom I am under everlasting obligations I certainly 
could not think of refusing, especially on this affecting occa- 
sion. I shall be happy to comply with it as soon as possible, 
by rendering you every assistance in my power. At present 
I am almost unavoidably confined in London by the illness of 
one of my colleagues in the ministry, but in about a month or 
five weeks hence, if no unexpected occurrence prevent, I can 
conveniently visit Manchester for the purpose of aiding you in 
the execution of your trust. I shall be glad to be favored with 
a few lines by return of post, acquainting me whether this pro- 
posal meets your approbation, or suggesting any other plan 
that you may prefer. I am at a loss to conjecture what length 
of time the business will require. Perhaps you can give me 
some information on this point. Will five or six hours a day, 
if regularly devoted to this employment for the space of a foit- 
night, be sufficient ? I must beg you to present my respectful 
compliments and most sincere condolence to Mrs. Percival and 

K2 
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the fanuly in Mosley Street. With great pleasnre I received 
the intimation of the fortitude and resignation displayed bj 
your excellent mother." 

A letter to my mother, dated October 18th, 1804, written 
at Manchester, where he had commenced the examination of 
Dr. Percival's papers, records his first visits to two eminent 
men. ^' Daylight appeared just as we entered Birmingham. 
I inmiediately visited Mr. Moore, who was exceedingly kind 
and friendly." And again : ^^ I have also spent an hour with 
Mr. Clarke, and was exceedingly charmed with him. I have 
promised to supply his place at Oldham Street on Sunday and 
Monday evenings." So also on Monday, October 22d, 1804: 
^^ I again returned to Mrs. Percival's, and staid there till 5 
o'clock ; then spent an hour most agreeably with the great and 
good Adam Clarke in his study; drank tea at my mother's; 
heard part of Mr. Clarke's sermon at Oldham Street, and final- 
ly walked over to Oldham. The journey was rendered more 
pleasant by Albiston's society, who walked with me half tlie 
way. I arrived about 10 o'clock; sat half an hoar at Mr. 
Marsden's, where I found Mr. and Mrs. Greaves, and then went 
to my old friend Mr. Abbot's, where I was received, as usual, 
most cordially. Next forenoon, at half past 10, 1 preached 
from Acts, iii., 26 ; dined at Mr. Marsden's, and arrived in Man- 
chester about half past 4. - 1 drank tea at Mr. Wood's, and 
preached in Oldham Street to an amazing crowd of hearers, 
with tolerable liberty, from Job, xxii., 21. After hearing Mr. 
Clarke deliver an interesting exhortation to the society, I re- 
turned, in company with Mr. Daniel Burton, to Mr. Wood's, 
where we supped, and then went home to my mother's, to close 
a fatiguing yet not unpleasant day." 

A short extract from a letter written by an aged preacher, 
whose name I have already mentioned with honor, will show 
what sort of women were the wives of men Uke Imn. Bv 
" dealing the books of her name" was intended the withdraw- 
al of all claims upon the funds of the connection in respect of 
her personal maintenance. At that time those funds were ex- 
ceedingly embarrassed ; and the mode in which the allowances 
for ministers' wives were recorded in the minutes must have 
ofiTended the feelings of any gentlewoman. 
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" Shepton, December Ist, 1804. 
" I suppose you had not heard of the death of my wife's fa- 
ther, who died about a month since, after a short iUness, on his 
return from a watering-place. He has very kindly remember- 
ed us, and has left us (what I would not choose to mention to 
any "but yourself, as I know you love us) a little more than two 
thousand pounds. This will help to miJce a few inconveniences 
here very convenient to us, and will also help us, now and then, 
to make the hearts of some poor people glad, and this will be 
a special pleasure to us. This will also help my wife to clear 
the books of her name, which she always intended on this 
event." 

ITie year 1 805 commences with a letter to Mr.Wood. " What 

harebrained work has been going on lately at ! Much 

as I detest some of the abominations which have been wont to 
defile the sanctuary there, it is impossible not to condemn the 
violent method which, if my information be correct, has been 
taken to suppress them. What say the Manchester critics to 
the * Eclectic Review ?* The strong passage in the first num- 
ber, which intimates that Calvinism is unanswered and unan- 
swerable, is a grievous departure from the professions of Ca- 
tholicism contained in the Prospectus and in the Preface. I 
believe some apology for it will appear in the second number." 

The strife to which the former part of this letter refers has 
lost all its importance ; but my father's allusion to it shows thus 
early his opinions in reference to such questions. It had been 

the practice at that the hymns sung during the evening 

service, immediately before the sermon, should be selected from 
a hymn-book not authorized by the Connection ; and the tunes 
were often such as the chief part of the congregation could not 
smg. " Nor was this all : " the comet, flute, harp, sackbut, psal- 
tery, and all kinds of music," sounds not incompatible with a 
ceremonial religion, and harmonizing well with the worship of 
a " golden image," were, in this instance, statedly employed, in 
distracting variety, in the spiritual exercises of the Christian 
sanctuary. This was the class of abominations to which my 
&ther alludes. The second minister on the circuit, objecting 
very properly to these courses, interfered to prevent them, in 
defiance of the injunction of his superintendent, and by modes 
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which, whether wrong or right in themselves, gave great um- 
brage to the congregation, who loved " to have it so." The re- 
sult was some four or five months' violent disturbance of the 
society, and great scandal in the town and neighborhood. The 
trustees intimated some intention to avail themselves of an un- 
usual provision in their Trust Deed, and to prevent the minis- 
ter from occupying the pulpit ; whereupon he, whose acts had 
created the confusion, claimed the protection of a special Dis- 
trict meeting. Adam Clarke, the chairnum, wrote to the su- 
perintendent accordingly, announcing his intention to summon 
that tribunal, imless the trustees should rescind their resolu- 
tions. The trustees peremptorily refused to do so. Ultimate- 
ly the matter was settled, through the intervention of the Dis- 
trict meeting, at its annual session in May, by arranging that 
the preacher might choose such a hymn as appeared in both the 
regular hjinn-book and in that objected to, the tune being left 
to the choice of the choir. The succeeding Conference inquired 
into the whole affair, and passed a scries of regulations intended 
to put a stop to all such practices as had prevailed at the place 
in question. My father's very strong language proves how thor- 
oughly he sympathized with the decision of the Conference. 
But he condemned the conduct of the minister, who, in opposi- 
tion to the judgment and advice of his superintendent, had 
chosen his own time and modes of raising and of carrying on 
the contest. It was the individual act of a man bound not to 
act indi\ndually ; the assertion of individual conscience against 
law, which the same conscience had selected as its guide. 

The passage in the first number of the " Eclectic Review," 
referred to in the letter last quoted, gave my father great con- 
cern, and he addressed a letter to the editors which I think 
well worthy of preservation. 

"To THE Editors of the Eclectic Review. 

" Gentlemen, — ^I take the liberty of addressing you on the 
subject of an article which appears in the first number of your 
work, and of which some friendly explanation seems to be re- 
quired by the respect which you owe both to your own profes- 
sions of universal candor and to a considerable number of your 
theological readers. 

"The article to which I allude is your review of Dr.lAw's 
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sermon, preached before the University of Cambridge. You 
inform us that one of the examples by which the preacher ilhis- 
trated his general position relates to the consistency of the lib- 
erty of man with the foreknowledge of God. On this subject, 
it is observed that the question at issue is, ' Wherein does the 
freedom of the will consist ?' that Dr. Law's answer seems to 
be, ^ In its self-determining power ;' but that Mr. Edwards and 
the modem Calvinists would reply, ' In its acting without com- 
pulsion, and choosing or refusing, according to the strength or 
weakness of the motives presented to it.' You farther remark, 
^ This is the system which Dr. Law attacked and refuted.' And 
then follows the passage, with some parts of which, in my opin- 
ion, your Arminian readers have reason to be dissatisfied. ^ Of 
late,' you say, ' we have observed,' etc., as far as ^ can bestow.' 
— Eclectic Memew^ p. 69.* 

" Now, gentlemen, to the first two sentences of this quota- 
tion I have nothing to object. Even a candid Arminian^ though 
he may, on the whole, decidedly prefer his o^vn hypothesis, 
will readily allow that the Calvinists have a great deal to say 
for themselves, and that persons discover a culpable ignorance 
of what they have actually said on the difficult point to which 
you refer who * load Calvinism with every opprobrium,' and 
Mook down on it with sovereign contempt.' But permit me, 
gentlemen, to ask you. Is not the necessity of hberal and re- 
spectful forbearance on this abstruse and long-controverted 
question mutual, and binding on both parties ? Will not every 
candid Calvinist allow that his scheme also, though to him it 
appears decidedly superior to every other, is, however, attended 
with some difficulties, and that Arminians ' have a good deal 
to say for themselves ?' And, if he has carefully perused their 

♦ The whole passage runs thus : ** Of late we have ohservcd, in gentlemen 
of Dr. Law's sentiments, a disposition to load Calvinism with every oppro- 
brium, and to look down on it with sovereign contempt. But, if they would 
peruse Edwards on the Freedom of the Will, and his book on Original Sin, 
with fairness and candor, they would be constrained to admit that the Cal- 
vinists have a great deal to say for themselves. These two books of Ed- 
wards's have been in the world half a century without an answer ; it is, 
therefore, certainly full time for the champions of the opposite system to sit 
down and confute them. The man who shall do it to the satisfaction of im- 
partial believers will be entitled to the highest honors which the republic of 
letten can bestow.'* 
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writings, will he not concede, in his turn, that it betrays a want 
of information to ' load their system with every opprobrium,' 
or to ' look down upon it with sovereign contempt ?' 

" It is on the gromid thus stated that I venture to object to 
the two concluding sentences of the passage I have cited. They 
seem to some to contain expressions rather too bold and tri- 
umphant. I do not suppose that you designed to commit your- 
selves as parties in this controversy at the very commencement 
of your work. But has not the language you adopt too much 
the tone and style of polemics ? Does it not appear to throw 
down the gauntlet, and to breathe the spirit of defiance against 
Arminians ? For the character of Mr. Edwards, both as a 
Christian and an author,! entertain the highest respect. His 
work on Free Will is, not without reason, selected, as contain- 
ing the strength of the cause which it supports. But your as- 
sertion that it has ' been in the world half a century without an 
answeW demands some explanation. Perhaps it only means 
that, in your judgment, that treatise has never been well or sat- 
isfiictorily answered. THis opinion I question not your right to 
entertain, but I doubt the propriety of involving your Reiiew 
in the responsibility connected with so victorious an avowal of 
it, after your Prospectus has promised ' a general and universal 
candor respecting subjects on wliich the best and wisest of 
mankind are divided,' and after your Preface had declared, 
* Things in which we differ from each other we agree to leave 
imdecidcd.' 

" If the assertion under consideration was meant to imply 
that the arguments of Mr. Edwards on Free Will have never 
been answered at all, I beg leave to remind you that, when they 
were detailed and enforced by Mr. Toplady, they were fully ex- 
amined by Mr. Fletcher, Vicar of Madeley, in a tract entitled 
'A Reply to the principal Arguments in favor of Absolute Ne- 
cessity,' which is reprinted in the seventh volume of his works. 
But perhaps you only meant to assert that, whatever attention 
may have been paid to the arguments of Mr. Edwards, his book 
has never been formally and explicitly attacked. Now, in my 
apprehension, to answer an author's argiunents is, in effect^ to 
answer his book, whether his name, and the particular pages of 
his book, be or be not quoted. But still you are not strictly 
correct. Mr. Edwj\nls's treatise is formally and explicitly 
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named, and his theory fairly stated and zealously controverted, 
in * Thoughts on Necessity, by John Wesley, A.M. Second edi- 
tion. London, 1775.' 

" I was exceedingly gratified, gentlemen, on the appearance 
of your Prospectus, by the promise of a Review on principles 
decidedly orthodox, yet uniformly catholic, and friendly to all 
who hold those great truths which are the vitals and funda- 
mentals of Christianity. This promise I still hope and believe 
you intend to fulfill. The apparent deviation from it, which 
has occasioned this letter, has probably proceeded from haste, 
and will be candidly acknowledged, as it was, I doubt not, in- 
advertantly committed. I am aware that much liberal indul- 
gence is due, on such occasions, to the conductors of a work 
like yours ; and though I was somewhat mortified, on the pe- 
rusal of your Review, by a seeming departure from your pro- 
fessions, reflection soon suggested an apology for the language 
you have used. Perhaps by Calvinism you chiefly mean, not 
the mere peculiarities of Calvin on the subject of absolute pre- 
destination and other kindred topics, but the grand system of 
evangelical truths taught by that great man, in conjunction with 
Luther and other reformers. These are truths which all seri- 
ous Christians agree to hold as essential, however divided on 
questions of only secondary and subordinate importance. If 
Calvinism be thus identified, in your phraseology, with the glo- 
rious Gospel of ' the great God, even our Savior, Jesus Christ' 
— if you use that term as including the doctrines of Original Sin 
and of Hereditary Depravity ; of Salvation by Grace alone ; 
Justification by Faith in Christ's active and passive Obedience ; 
Regeneration by the Holy Spirit, and other similar truths nec- 
essarily connected with these, the case is altered. I may still 
doubt, indeed, the strict correctness of your nomenclature, but 
I no longer object to your decision and zeal. I no longer con- 
demn your triumphant challenge to all opponents. Among the 
* champions of the opposite system' to this, God forbid that I 
should ever be found. This system is unspeakably dear to me 
and to many others, who nevertheless are called Arminians be- 
cause we believe in General rather than in Particular Redemp- 
tion, or, in other words, because we think that Jesus Christ in 
such a sense died for all men, that all men through Him may 
(we do not say will or must) be saved. As to any persons 
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called Arminians who, though they agree with us on this point, 
deny the momentous verities before mentioned, we disclaim all 
responsibility for their errors, and protest against that inaccurate 
classification which would rank us with Pelagians, Arifuis, So- 
cinians, or, in fine, with any who deny the total misery of man 
by nature, or ascribe Ids recovery to any other source than the 
free and unmerited grace of God in Christ. From the posi- 
tions of Edwards in his book on ' Free Will' we do indeed dis- 
sent, but with Ids leading doctrine of Origmal Sin we cordially 
agree. 

" On these principles, gentlemen, and with sincere wishes for 
the success of your excellent undertaking, I have the honor to 
subscribe myself, An Orthodox Arminian." 

On April 1st, 1805, my father addressed the follo^idng letter 
to his friend Mr. Wood, then the Steward of the Manchester 
Circuit. 

"My dear Friend, — ^Being absent from home when your 
letter arrived, I received it only three days ago. I must begin 
this answer to it by expressing my grateful acknowledgments 
to the persons who composed your late Quarterly meeting in 
Manchester for the good opinion which they entertain of me, 
and for the application with which they have honored me. But 
I fear, and, indeed, I am sure, that they very much overrate my 
qualifications for the important situation which they wish me 
to occupy among them. The kindness of the request, however, 
in connection with the similar partiality which some of them 
have formerly discovered, demanded my serious attention to 
their proposal, and I will, with all frankness and simplicity, de- 
tail to you my thoughts on the subject. 

" My social feelings strongly incline me to wish for such an 
appointment. To be so near to my dear mother and sisters 
would certainly be a high gratification to me, and might enable 
me to contribute, more efiectually than I otherwise could, to 
the comfort of the former, under the pressure of infirmities and 
declining years. Most of my other intimate friends and con- 
nections, too, are in Manchester or its neighborhood, and I 
should greatly prize the opportunity of spending a year with 
one whom I so greatly respect as yourself. 
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" My public feelings are decidedly against such an appoint- 
ment. I must be allowed to know the state of my own minis- 
terial attainments much better than others can, and I am satis- 
fied that they are not at present such as they should be before 
I am stationed for Manchester. I am a very young man and a 
very young preacher. My Manchester friends have not forgot- 
ten me as the boy they once knew ; nor are my qualifications 
for the pulpit, be they in themselves what they may, sufficient- 
ly matured to secure for me, in my native town, that permanent 
attention and respect, which are, in my judgment, almost essen- 
tial to the due reception and complete success of ministerial 
exertions. Destitute, in a great measure, both of personal in- 
fluence, and of that consideration which is conferred by age and 
well-cultivated talents, I think it is too soon for me to appear 
in Manchester as one of their stated preachers. Some years 
hence, if spared, I may, through Divine assistance, be more 
likely to fill that station with advantage to the people, with 
some degree of credit to the ministry, and with pleasure to 
myself. My personal feelings, also, lead me to shrink from the 
appointment proposed. I have somehow contracted an uncon- 
querable aversion to all large towns. I think them very im- 
friendly both to intellectual improvement and to spiritual pros- 
perity, especially in the case of a young preacher. Manchester 
is to me particularly objectionable. My acquaintance there is 
akeady too large, and, if I be stationed in it, will of necessity 
become still larger. I fear I should be obliged to be often in 
company, either in my own house or in those of others, when I 
ought to be in my study, and to live more in pubhc than I can 
ever bring myself to do with comfort. There is another thing 
which to you, in confidence, I can state. You well know that 
the cast and character of our minds^ are materially influenced 
and moulded by the external circumstances in which we are 
placed. A young man who is fixed, year after year, in those 
very prominent situations which call him much into publicity 
and activity, is in danger of becoming insensibly, and by slow 
degrees, too public and too active. His temptations to pre- 
sumption and forwardness are multiplied. I do, therefore, se- 
riously think that a small, obscure, country circuit would be 
better for me than a large town, especially as my constitutional 
disposition is more ardent than is, perhaps, at all times consist- 
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cnt with the meekness and gentleness of Christ. I am prone 
to think and speak with an excess of decision and energy. J£ 
I am providentially placed in a station such as those before al- 
luded to, I seem bound to enter, with all my soul, into all the 
duties and all the business connected with' it. But this creates 
occasions of temptation, and I am jealous as to the effect of 
such exposures on the moral habitudes of my own mind. 

" You now know, my dear friend, how I think and feel on 
the subject of your letter. You will therefore perceive that I 
can not say, as you desire, I have no objections to be fixed in 
Manchester. However, on the whole, I think it best, though 
not without some scruples to the contrary, to be, as I hitherto 
have been, quiet and passive in these matters. J£ it be still 
thought proper to petition for me, and the Conference make the 
appointment, though I shall have many doubts as to the wisdom 
of their decision, I shall then have none as to my own duty to 
comply with it. In that case, I shall enter on my work with 
much fear and trembling indeed, but with humble hope that 
the way of Providence will ultimately be (if I be not wanting 
to myself) theway of profit and advantage. So far as I can 
at present judge, I must leave the business with God and my 
brethren. You will be so good as to communicate such of the 
particulars as you may deem proper (the whole would be too 
tedious and uninteresting), together with my best love and re- 
spects, to all whom they may concern. May the good Lord 
Ilimself choose our inheritance for us all, and determine, from 
year to year, the bounds of our habitation I" 

The next extract I insert is valuable, both as recording the 
history of his opinions, and as, perhaps, in one respect applica- 
ble to the present circumstances of the connection. Yet a can- 
did writer is not now able to account for the comparative scar- 
city of elaborate and learned books from the pens of Wesleyan 
ministers. The letter is addressed to Mr. Marsden. 

<< London, Jane 24th, 1805. 
" I agree with most of your observations on the Eclectic 
Review. There certainly is a considerable defect in point of 
literary ability, and that in a degree which even the total fail- 
ure of Mr. Hall's expected assistance, much as that failure is to 
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be lamented, can by no means sufSciently explain. As to Ar- 
minianism, I think they have been, on the whole, as candid as 
conld reasonably be expected. If they refrain from direct at- 
tacks, it is as much as should be required from a corps whose 
members are principally avowed Calvinists. Since your letter 
was written, they liave, I think, redeemed their character, with 
respect to the Wesleyan Methodists, by their strictures on Da- 
vies's Sermon, and by their panegyric on Mr. Fletcher. The 
only violation of their professed liberality toward us occurred 
in their account of Dr. Law's Sermon, and in their refusal to 
insert the letter of ' An Orthodox Anninian,' which was sent 
to them in consequence of their false assertion that Edwards 
on the Will was never answered. That ' Orthodox Anninian' 
was myself. Mr. Greatheed expressed to me great regret for 
the admission of the obnoxious paragraphs, but was afraid of 
offending his Reviewer by a formal recantation. As to their 
adverting to their own ' writers,' this seems to me to be una- 
voidable. On controverted subjects, if they must be amicable, 
they, of course, will say as little as possible ; and on theolog- 
ical or literary subjects in general, we have very few writers to 
whom they could advert. This strikes me as one great defect 
of modem Methodism. It makes very little use of the press, 
that powerful engine, for promoting its tenets or advancing its 
interests. That mode of influencing pubhc opinion, and of sav- 
ing souls from death, we grossly neglect ; a neglect, however, 
which is one out of many evils resulting from an uneducated 
ministry. Do not mistake me : I am no friend to colleges or 
academies ; but I do think that some regular, systematic plan 
ought to be adopted with respect to the young preachers dur- 
ing their four years of probation, which, without internipting 
their pulpit labors, would make them more accurately and 
thoroughly acquainted with divinity as a science, and qualify 
them for more extensive and permanent usefulness. On the 
whole, I think the Eclectic Review deserves patronage, as it is 
the only work of the kind in which cither infidelity or hetero- 
doxy of the worst sort is not introduced, and, therefore, the 
only one which can with safety be recommended to young peo- 
ple, or to readers in general." 

On July 1st, 1806, my father again writes to Mr.TVood : 
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"My very dear Friend, — You 'will see by the inclosed 
sermon that I have been persuaded to turn author. I request 
your acceptance of a copy, as a small proof of my affectionate 
remembrance of you, and of my confidence in your friendly dis- 
positions toward me. 

" I think I have made up my mind to sacrifice all my per- 
sonal fcelmgs and inclinations by consenting to come to Man- 
chester if the Conference deem it proper to appoint me. This 
I have intimated in answer to applications from Birmingham, 
Blackburn, Leeds, Wakefield, and Sheffield. I can now do 
nothing more to prove the respect I am disposed to pay to the 
importunities of my Manchester friends. Slay the Lord Him- 
seli* direct and decide ! To Ilim I cheerfully commit my cause. 
Mr. Jenkins, in a letter received from him last week, tells me 
that my call, in his opinion, is to Sheffield. How prone we are 
to plead Di^'ine authority in favor of our own views and wish- 
es ! You tell me, in almost the same words, that my Provi- 
dential call is to Manchester. Now ' who shall decide when 
doctors disagree ?' My answer is, God and the Conference, 
who to me, in this business, are God's representatives. 

" Your Quarterly meeting is, I suppose, now over. I am 
desirous to know what your proceedings were on the subject . 
of petitions to Conference. If they have altered their minds * 
about me, pray be faithful, and inform me of it. You ^tII par- 
ticularly oblige me if you will favor me, by return of post, with 
all tlic details of what passed on this business. It is of some 
consequence to me to know whom, if I come to Manchester, I 
am likely to have for my fellow-laborers. 

" Am I right in conclu«Kng, from the information I have re- 
ceived, that though the printed Plan frequently requires your 
preachers to officiate, when in town, thrice on the Lord's Day, 
it is, however, contrary to the usual practice, and will be nei- 
ther desired nor expected of me ? This is a material circum- 
stance. In addition to our own services, I preached a third 
time yesterday, in order to oblige Mr. Dan Taylor, the General 
Baptist. The consequences I have felt most of the nighty and 
I am exceedingly Mondayish tliis morning. 

" Has Dr. Alexander returned to the society ? I will trouble 
you with the delivery of a copy of my sermon to him, and also 
with one for Albiston, and one for Mr. Clarke, who, I hope, will 
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accept it as a small acknowledgment in return for his obliging 
present of the Discourse to the Philological Society." 

My father's first residence in London terminated in August, 
1805. He had preached two hundred and sixty-nine times 
daring the second year of his appointment. With the excep- 
tion of the period of his visit to Lancashire upon the occasion 
of Dr. Percival's decease, he was absent from his circuit for one 
Sunday only ; nor did he leave for the Conference until after 
the first Sunday in August. During the year he became in- 
creasingly engaged in the labors and responsibilities attending 
the public business of the connection. He took a lively interest 
in the Society for the Suppression of the Slave Trade. A club 
for the purchase and circulation of periodicals and pamphlets, 
of which he was the founder, familiarized him with the lighter 
literature of the time. So frequently as his avocations would 
permit, he attended at the House of Commons in the days 
when Pitt and Fox flourished. He was an occasional \dsitor, 
also, at the meetings of the Eclectic Society (see note, p. 183), 
which were held in the vestry of St. John's, Bedford Row, 
and of which John Newton, Cecil, Daniel Wilson, Pratt, Henry 
Foster, Samuel Crowther, Basil Woodd, Simeon, Abdy, Venn, 
and Goode (the father of the learned controversialist of that 
name), together with the elder Clayton and John Goode, of the 
Dissenters, were members. I am not sure whether it was here, 
or through some other channel, that he became acquainted with 
Henry Martyn. Of his happy and instructive association with 
the fiEithers and founders of the London Missionary Society he 
always spoke in the most grateful terms.* Indeed, he seems 

• At the jubilee meeting of the London Missionary Society, held in 1844, 
m the coune of his speech he thns expressed himself: '' I am only pledged 
to a few sentences. The first of these must be to beg permission, on this 
memorable occasion, to renew the expression of my great personal esteem 
for this society. That esteem is mingled with no small measure of the feel- 
ing of gratitude. It is known to some here that a considerable portion of 
mj public life has been spent in connection with the subject of missions and 
in their senrioe. So far as home operations are concerned, I hare in that 
senrice had unutterable pleasure, for which I thank God. The subject of 
mitsions can not but be highly gratifying to every mind that has any love 
to oar Sayior, and any sense of the value of human souls. It is true that 
missionary directors, committees, and societies have often many pains, but 
they have also many joys. I have had pleasure of many kinds, of which 
one has been the pleasure of association with some of the best men, some 
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to have regarded his temporary sojourn in the metropolis not 
only as affording him large and various opportunities of useful- 
ness, but as a means of training his powers for the subsequent 
service of Methodism in the Provinces. 

It was shortly before he left London that he was induced to 
publish one of the very few sermons which he committed to the 
press. Ilis friend, Mr. Burder, had preached the first anniver- 
sary sermon of the Sunday School Union at one of the Wesley- 
an chapels, and my father delivered the second at an Independ- 
ent meeting-house. Its title was, " A great Work described 
and recommended ;" its text, Nehemiah, vi., 3. The topic gave 
no scope for theological discussion or for impressive appeal to 
individuals; but the sermon, owing, I conceive, to the reputa- 
tion of the preacher rather than to any extraordinary merit, 
passed through several editions, and still commands a sale. It 
combines the excellences of full and clear statement, lucid ar- 
rangement, and an admirable English style. I have been 
struck, also, with its extensive and accurate quotation of au- 
thorities, so characteristic of the preacher's unwillingness to 
form any opinion until he had ransacked all sources of informa- 
tion, and of his desire to obtain for it, when formed, a sanction 
other than his own. Its testimony in favor of an education for 
the children of the poor distinctly and doctrinally religions is 
emphatic and complete. He had not as yet formed the opinion 
that, in England, denominational effort is, upon the whole, the 
best means of securing it. 

jyiy father's general position had now become one of unex- 
ampled rarity. He had been engaged in the ministry for six 

of the excellent of the earth, who have been Bimilarly occupied. Bat for 
aH my pleasure in connection with missionary service I am mainly and es- 
sentially indebted, under the Providence of God, to the London MissioDaiy 
Society. It was my great priWlege, from an early period, to have the op- 
portunity of attending most of its meetings. I refer to those held in Hab- 
erdashers* Hall, before Exeter Hall was thought of, and to some meetings 
on a very small scale held at the Castle and Falcon, Aldersgate Street. 
These were the initiative, the preparatory meetings. It was what I beard 
at those meetings, and the statements to which I listened from the lips of 
excellent minbters, who, from time to time, preached jonr annnal sermons, 
that, under the blessing of God, kindled in my heart whatever of a mission- 
ary spirit I have enjoyed. I therefore tender to this society, in my declin- 
ing years, the expression of that high respect and gratitude which the rec- 
ollection of my earlier years is calculated to inspire.'* 
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years only, even if those of his probation be included ; but he 
left the metropolis regarded by those who watched events as 
the future leader of his own Church, and as its ablest repre- 
sentative to other Churches and to the general public. The 
talents and acquirements of Adam Clarke had, indeed, secured 
for him a high position in the body, and were its ornament in 
the eyes of those without ; but he was already, in purpose and 
preparation, devoted to the great literary labor of his life, and 
to it, ere long, every thing else became subsidiary. My father's 
vocation was different, and he had now entered upon it with 
the certainty of distinction and of usefulness. 

What a strange interruption of his course would it have 
been if the press-gang, which seized him one afternoon on his 
journey to preach at Deptford, had put him on board a man- 
of-war, and had given him a turn of service in his majesty's 
navy ! He was physically and morally courageous, and, had 
chances favored him, would have made an excellent admiral ; 
but the production of the certificate given him by the Salford 
Quarter Sessions in 1 798 put a stop to his promotion after he 
had served his country as a prisoner for some five or six hours. 
I believe that^his most angry opponents, during a long and 
somewhat stormy life, entertained for him, m their cool mo- 
ments, no worse wish than that the certificate had not been 
forthcoming. 
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HIS BAKLY MINISTBY IN MANCHESTEB. 

Appointment to the Manchester Circuit. — Colleagnes. — James Wood. — 
John Reynolds. — ^William Leach. — Water Griffith. — Jabez Banting's Ro- 
tnm to systematic Study. — ^Birth of his eldest Son. — Correspondence. — 
A Secession from the Manchester Society. — Methodism in London. — The 
Conference of 1806. — Election as Assistant Secretary. — ^Letter to the 
ComnuMioners of income Tax. — Mode of supporting the Methodist Min- 
istry. — ^Thomas Hartwell Home. — Periodical Meetings of the Methodist 
Ministen. — ^Robert Newton. — The Poor of the Society. — ^Letter from 
Bodda.— The Conference of 1807. 

By the Conference of 1805 my father was appointed to the 
Manchester Circuit, comprising a district of country now di- 
vided into the five circuits in that city, the Altrinchazn Circuit, 
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and a portion of the Leigh Circuit. The plans provided also 
for regular services for the soldiers in the barracks. His col- 
leagues were James Wood, John Reynolds, and William Leach, 
the first being succeeded the second year by Walter Griffith. 
Of all these worthies my notices must be brief. 

James Wood was bom in 1751, commenced his itinerancy 
in 1773, and retired from active service in 1826. He died in 
1840, having survived five hundred of his brethren who had 
entered the ministry subsequently to himself. His parents 
were orthodox Dissenters, but a change of pastor induced 
them to attend the parish church, where, some years before 
Methodism had penetrated the neighborhood, the Gospel was 
preached with much simplicity and power. It produced a 
strong, though transient impression on their son when a child 
eleven years old. In his seventeenth year he bec4ime con- 
nected with the Methodists, and was soon afterward soundly 
converted. Never was man more distinctly called to the office 
of the ministry.* He received a strong impression that ho 
must begin to preach on a certain day, and, when that day 
came, a clear necessity demanded the effort. This peculiar 
dealing with him took place more than once, and he began to 
officiate regularly ; but, though he met with great success, he 
doubted his call, and ran away to a strange city, where he 
joined the society, but buried his talent. Hero, he tells, one 
whom he had never seen before, and whom he never saw after- 
ward, met him in the street, and said to him, " Young man, 
what are you doing ? You have fled from the work of the 
Lord : I was warned of you last night in a dream. Go home, 
and preach the Gospel." With some hesitation, he obeyed 
the summons, returned home, and soon afterward became a 
traveling preacher. He was a man of great good sense, and 
his eminently judicious ministry was characterized also by 
much tenderness. But he owed his high position in the con- 
nection chiefly to a natural worth and weight of character (an 
heirloom in some families) which, improved and sanctified by 
Divine grace, made him even in youth, but especially when he 
had acquired large knowledge and experience, " an example 
of the believers in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, 

* See an admirable bio^nphy of him, written by his son, the late Rev. 
Bobert Wood, in the Weslejan Methodist Magasine for 1842. 
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in faith, in purity."* He was elected president in 1800, and 
agaiQ in 1808. Indeed, he was one of that class of ministers 
whose age, wisdom, sobriety of spirit, gravity of demeanor, 
and long, anxious, and active engagement in every department 
of connectional labor would seem to entitle them to a monopoly 
of that venerable office. My father visited him shortly before 
his death, and heard some of his latest expressions of desire 
for " the conversion of the families of Christians," and that 
*' the English nation" might " become truly reUgious, and, so, 
universally useful." The last sentence he was able to utter 
told how, during a weary old age, he had been sustained under 
the privation of public ordinances, and of some other accus- 
tomed means of spiritual comfort. ^^ I have meat to eat that 
the world knoweth not of." 

The memory of John Reynolds is preserved in the grateiul 
recollections of the Church, and of a family unusually large, 
but otherwise only in the notices of his decease, and in the 
customary tribute of respect paid by the Conference.f He 
died in the ninety-second year of his age ; the last, I believe, 
of the Methodist preachers who wore the hat which betokens 
the clerical order. In his case it covered locks of glistening 
snow. 

William Leach, who was twice my father's colleague, se- 
cured the respect and warm affection of all his fellow-laborers. 
The story of liis life is well told by one of his daughters,J and 
is ably supplemented by a sketch of his character, by the Rev. 
George Browne Macdonald. He was " a good superintendent," 
in a higher sense than is sometimes conveyed by the use of 
the phrase. He took care that those to whom it properly be- 
longed looked well after the temporal affairs of the societies, 
or, in cases of neglect, provided competent successors ; but he 
never did their work for them, nor fidgeted himself, and har- 
assed every body about him, with the endless details of cir- 

* Since writing the above, I have referred to the character of Mr. Wood 
«■ giyen in the minutes of the Conference, written, doubtless, by some Min- 
ister who knew him well. He quotes the very text which occurred to me, 
who, when a child, receiyed my first impression of Mr. Wood*8 distinctive 
qualities. 

t See the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine for 1854 and 1S55. 

t Ibid, for 1868. 
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ctiit management. Himself he gave " continually to prayer 
and to the ministry of the word" and to those pleasant exer- 
cises of pastoral visitation and oversight which are the special 
duties of the Christian eldership. 

Walter GRiPFnn, who was, perhaps, while he lived, of all 
my father's brethren, his dearest and most valued friend, was 
bom in Tipperary in 1761. He was convinced of sin under 
the ministry of Joseph Pilmoor, Richard Boardman's compan- 
ion to Americ^. He learned the way of peace from Thomas 
Rutherford ; found it, and was admitted upon trial, as a trav- 
eling preacher, in 1784, John Crook being his first superin- 
tendent. Before he had traveled two years, Adam Averell, 
then in deacon's orders at Athlone, but afterward a useful 
Methodist minister, and, later still, the head of an extensive se- 
cession from the Irish connection, and Zachariah Worrall, who 
labored till his death among tlie people of his first choice, were 
both converted by the instrumentality of the young evangelist. 
Similar, if not equal results attended his ministry in the case 
of the rector of a parish in tlie neighborhood of Coleraine, who 
had the good sense to be his constant hearer on the week- 
nights. Mr. Grifl[ith remained in Ireland, a burning and a 
shining light, until the year 1794, and then offered himself for 
service in the West Indian colonies, but was detained in En- 
gland by the illness of his wife, to whom he had been unit^ 
about seven years. She died in 1795. He early secured and 
uniformly kept a chief place in the counsels and affections of 
the English Methodists. In 1813 he was placed at their head. 
He finished his coiu*se in 1825. With the constant cheerful- 
ness and ready wit which characterize his nation, he united 
more happily and consistently than most other men, a godly 
seriousness of speech and spirit ; the whole winning, without 
effort on his part, or limit on that of his associates, their con- 
fidence, esteem, and love. In the pulpit and on the platform, 
his appearance was in the highest degree commanding and im- 
pressive, and the aspect of his countenance attractive and se- 
rene. Even before time could do its office, character had 
fashioned his entire presence into the dignity of venerable age. 
"His preaching"— I quote from the minutes for 1825— "was 
eminently evangelical, experimental, energetic, and fruitfiil.'' 
Its simplicity and fervor equally deserve record. Probably no 
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minister the connection has yet seen understood more thor- 
oughly, or expounded with more clearness and unction, what 
are commonly regarded as the distinctive features of the the- 
ology of Wesley. In his teaching, the much-mistaken doctrine 
of assurance was the simple exegesis of the sapng of St. John 
— ^that summary of the philosophy of religion — " We love Him 
because He first loved us ;" for it implies the knowledge of 
His love to us ; and this knowledge can be given to us by 
none but His own Spirit. As Griffith thus defined the tenet, 
be recognized the privilege it describes as the heritage of " all 
saints.'' Formal statements might vary. Creeds might per- 
plex what they were intended to explain. But the ground of 
acceptance, always the same, and the sense of acceptance, dif^ 
iering only in degree, must be common to all who feel they 
loTe God. It followed that, in contending for the direct agen- 
cy of the blessed Spirit in the revelation of forgiving mercy, 
«nd for the creation thereby of the true Christian life, divines 
of Griffith's school were led to study more closely, and more 
i:eTerently to magnify the other works and ways of the same 
jdmighty Agent. What could not He effect by such a mean 
upon the heart and habits with which He deigned to deal ? 
^And was it not He also who had begun the "good work," 
calling, awakening, and convincing those whom He thus re- 
generated ? If so, while, on the one hand, it might fairly be 
demanded from Calvinistic theologians that no limit but that' 
of human infirmity should be placed upon His sanctif}^ng 
^race ; on the other, an identity was discovered with them in 
their opinions, and in much of their terminology, as to the 
processes preparatory to conversion. If they spoke more fre- 
quently of these processes, while Methodists were accustomed 
Xo dwell rather on the accomplishment and perfection of the 
change itself, both were agreed as to the absolute necessity of 
Divine influence, and as to the sovereignty of the Will which 
dispenses it. 

It is certain that my father's brotherly intercourse with Mr. 
Griffith during the period of their co-pastorship in Manchester 
^as of great service to the former. Joseph Cook, a preacher 
stationed at Rochdale, had attacked, with more virulence than 
ability, Wesley's published opinions on " the Witness of the 
Spirit," and Griffith, Hare, and Bunting, near neighbors^ aad 
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devout students of Scripture, pondered deeply the theology in 
which they had been trained. Griffith moulded, though he 
did not change, the sentiments of his two brethren. Mr. Hare 
replied to Cook ; and the utmost exactness of conception and 
of statement was imperatively needed, in order to worst a foe 
whose subsequent history proved that a doubt of the possibil- 
ity of any spiritual influence lay at the foundation of his sys- 
tem. It was at this time, I conceive, that my father ascertain- 
ed more clearly the truth and the relations of the doctrine in 
dispute. Thenceforth, if Fletcher's controversial statements 
differ, here and there, a shade from the dogmatic teachings of 
Wesley, Jabez Bunting adopted the latter as his own creed, 
and preached, with greater freedom and force than before, the 
Gospel of the Gracious Father and of the Atoning Son, but 
also, as unspeakably important to lapsed and miserable man^ 
the Gospel of the Iloly Ghost, 

The intimacy formed as I have described was continued and 
increased as the two friends attained yet greater maturity. 
Four of my father's children — all, indeed, in whose case it was 
possible — were received by Griffith into the Christian disciple- 
ship in the Sacrament of Baptism. Death only interrupted a 
friendship so close, and so mutually sweet and helpful. Upon 
those who witnessed Griffith's last hours, his " doctrine" drop- 
ped " as the rain," and his " speech" distilled " as the dew." 
•"Let all go," he cried, "but Christ and heaven." Then, hav- 
ing himself partaken of, and having administered to those 
around him, the memorials of his Savior's death, he calmly 
faced his own, and, body and soul preserved unto everhisting 
life, went triumphantly to Paradise. 

The relief given to my father by his release from the press- 
ure of metropohtan engagements was very grateful. He had 
cherished large projects of study and improvement before a 
short career in London taught him that his services were not 
to be confined to the usual circle of ministerial usefulness. 
Sooner or later, he was to become a public man. Now he 
sought to improve the short period of intervening leisure so as 
to fit himself for what lay before him. He resumed, according- 
ly, the systematic pursuits which had been interrupted, and es- 
pecially that active, every-day discharge of the duties of a 
Methodist preacher, which is the best preparative for the g^i- 
eral service of Methodism. 
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Three months after his arrival in Manchester he became a 
father. There is a tradition that he was absent from the house 
when his eldest son was bom. On his retmn, and when the 
birth was annomiced to him, he fell on his knees, and poured 
forth one of those pleasing prayers for which, through life, he 
was so remarkable, imploring, in particular, that, if God should 
so will, the child might become a Methodist preacher. Then 
came a rush of paternal pride and joy so great, that his friend, 
Mr. Allen, reminds him that he had forgotten to seal the letter 
which took the good news to Macclesfield. The first fond 
wish of his fatherly heart was not denied to him. 

I can only glance at the correspondence which comes with- 
in this period. 

In a circular from the preachers in London, with Adam 
Clarke at their head, dated "November 30th, 1805," I find 
the first precedent of the Methodists presenting, in one sum, 
the moneys subscribed by them for purposes of national be- 
nevolence. On this occasion the contributions were devoted 
to the Patriotic Fund, raised for seamen and their widows 
and orphans, in connection with the great naval engagements 
of the time. 

Mr. Entwisle writes to my father : " I fear we are not gain- 
ing ground in London, I am confirmed in the ppinion that 
there are so many irons in the fire, and that so many things 
with which publicity and show are connected engage the atten- 
tion of our leading friends, who are very active in doing good, 
that the work of conversion is hindered thereby. Every thing 
must give way for the sake of great collections, etc. Mr. 
Clarke and Mr. Benson are fully of the same opinion, and Mr. 
Clarke is quite distressed about it." 

Mr. Taylor, my father's recent superintendent, thus writes 
to him from York on the occasion of the birth of his son : " He 
can not be a more useful member of society, nor a greater 
blessing to his parents than I wish him. May the God of Jar 
cob bless the lad I And, if the Lord shall spare him to grow 
up, I pray that he may occupy the most holy and useful sta- 
tion in life. If you mean to keep him, don't sufier him to be 
a rival to Christ in your hearts. Our God is a jealous God. 
Are not the words of Pamell worthy to be had in everlasting 
remembrance ? 
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** ' To all but thee in fits ho seemed to go ; 
And 'twas my ministry to deal the blow.' 

I am glad that you are so agreeably fixed. I had not a doubt 
but it would be the case. You are in the very centre of your 
friends, and have an eirtensive field of action before you. I 
entertain the highest opinion of your colleagues, and hope you 
will have a very prosperous year. But I still think as I did, 
that you are out of your place, and that you ought to have 
charge of such a circuit as this, or Burslem, or Nottingham- 
I am certain you have not sought those great circuits any more 
than I have done, but you will never get out of them except 
you become as stiff as an oak of a hundred years old. If my 
wife and I contributed in the least degree to your comfort in 
London, it gives us real pleasure. I thank you for thinking 
we did any thing worthy of your notice. It will always give 
me pleasure to serve you. Rodney" (the old gentleman's dog) 
"got safe to York, and enjoys it much. He has a large yard 
to play in." 

In January, 1806, my father writes to my mother, then ab- 
sent from home : " On Monday morning, at 7 o'clock, I met 
the other preachers at Mr. Broadhurst's, in order to converse 
with Mr. Broadhurst and his friends on the subject of the ap- 
prehended division. There is now no doubt that a separation 
will take place. Three local preachers and five leaders have 
already declared their resolution not to submit to the proposals 
of the preachers and of the leaders' meeting. They positively 
object, among other things, to allow that one of the preachers 
shall have the privilege of attending and conducting the North 
Street band. On Thursday night the business will be finally 
decided. It is a painful occurrence, but will, I doubt not, be 
best upon the whole, as a schism from the body will be a less 
evil than a schism in it." 

The passage just quoted introduces me to the first of a series 
of controversies in which it was my father's lot to be engaged, 
within his own communion, during a long ministerial life. 
Reference has already been made to a party which had formed 
itself in the Manchester Society, under the auspices of Mr. 
Broadhurst and of his friends.* This party had separated it- 

* Pages 94 and 137. 
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self in 1 803, but had been agmn received into fellowship npon 
terms which checked, and ought to have terminated, all irreg- 
ularities. But " strange fire" is not easily put out ; and the 
ministers on the circuit, gradually ceasing all effort to extin- 
guish it, and regarding division as inevitable, concerned them- 
selves chiefly to preserve in unity and peace those who were 
not committed to the movement. " I have no written memo- 
randa that I know of," says Mr. Jenkins, who had been super- 
intendent in 1803, " but the articles of agreement I well remem- 
ber. They were the following : First. No one should be ad- 
mitted into the band (so called) without producing a society 
ticket, or a note from an itinerant preacher. (It was stated 
particularly that the meeting, with respect to admission, should 
be on the same footing as our love-feasts.) Secondly. That 
an itinerant preacher should attend and direct the meeting as 
often as we could make it convenient. But it was added that 
these regulations should be introduced, not abruptly, but grad- 
ually, and that Mr. Broadhurst should, for two or three Sun- 
days, stand at the door, and prevent those only from going in 
whom he judged improper, and should give notice of the regu- 
lations agreed on, and that then they should be enforced with 
all strictness. Mr. Broadhurst entered on his work, and we 
put North Street band in our Sunday plan. Mr. Heamshaw 
attended once or twice, and Mr. Pipe once, or perhaps twice ; 
but the people were so exceedingly irregular and ungoverna- 
ble, that, without saying any thing to them, we, concluding 
their reformation hopeless, gave them up, and only resolved to 
keep our authority in our own meetings, which we did. We 
thought that our attending their meeting gave it a counte- 
nance, and was an inducement to many to go who seldom went 
at any other time. We thought, also, that there was a danger 
of leading hundreds of our people, who had but little opportu- 
nity of obtaining better information, to think that the Revival 
Band, and such meetings, were a part of Methodism, seeing 
that the preachers themselves attended and conducted them. 
We therefore changed our plan of operation ; not through any 
cowardice or fear of consequences as it respected ourselves, 
but from a free consideration of the means of obtaining the 
great end, the promotion of the cause of God, under the name 
of Methodism. We thought, first, by keeping our authority in- 
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violate in all our own meetings ; secondly, letting the people see, 
on all proper occasions, that we disapproved of the peculiari- 
ties of the party, and that they were contrary to Methodism; 
thirdly, keeping the leaders of the party in their proper place 
in the Leaders' meeting ; fourthly, making no one a new leader 
who was known to go to that band; and, lastly, the promo- 
tion of our own bands at the same hour as much as possible, 
would be the most eflfectual way of bringing them to nothing, 
without injuring the society. It would not be plucking up the 
tares, but draining the moisture from the root, and preventing 
the sun from shining on them ; so that they must, supposing 
the means to be continued, ultimately, though not immediate- 
ly, wither away. I went on steadily on this plan, though I di- 
vulged my reasons, I think, to none, except Mr. Clarke, Mr. 
Heamshaw, Mr. Wood, and Mr. Redfem. But we had, every 
week, additional reasons to think we were right, and that the 
others, by having their full liberty, would soon be infamous 
and come to nothing, while we saved all who were worth hav- 
ing. I throw these hints together, and I pray and trust the 
Lord will direct in everj*^ step for the best. Be firm, but calm; 
hard arguments in soft words." 

The dissentients at length broke out into open mutiny, and 
the contest became narrowed to a specific issue. Was it ex- 
pedient, or even right, that there should be indiscriminate ad- 
mission to a meeting held for the relation of Christian experi- 
ence ? The ministers of the circuit, supported by a very large 
majority of the leaders, decided this question in the negative. 
The opposers, in the first instance, appeared to approve of this 
conclusion ; but they insisted that persons appointed by them- 
selves, and not by the Leaders' meeting, should determine what 
persons it was proper to admit, declining, at the same time, all 
farther discussion. A friendly conference, however, was sought 
and obtained, at which the banner of rebellion was ag^ mi- 
furled ; and it was frankly declared that, in future, no minister 
would be permitted to conduct the obnoxious meetings. "In 
conversing on the reason of their differing in opinion, one of 
the friends pleaded that the plan of conducting the meeting in 
North Street had been of long continuance, and, therefore, 
ought not to be altered ; to which it was answered that, by 
the same mode of reasoning, every heresy and schism whidb 
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has ever sprung up in the Christian Church ought to have con- 
tinued to this day ; that the point is not how long a thing has 
continued, but whether it be according to the Word of God." 
" It was farther urged that great good had been done in that 
meeting, and that, therefore, the plan of general admission 
ought not to be altered. To this it was answered that, admit- 
ting some good had been done in it, yet it was certain also that 
much evil had been done ; that many persons had been there 
taught to believe themselves to be both justified and sanctified, 
who, in fact, were not awakened to a sense of their guilt and 
misery, and that many well-meaning persons had been so dis- 
gusted at the manner of conducting the meetings as to keep 
away from all the Methodist places of worship in the town. 
It was added that neither the good nor the evil resulting should 
direct our conduct, but the Holy Scriptures. On all occasions, 
but more especially in what respects the worship of God, we 
must have recourse ' to the law and to the testimony.' " 

No accommodation of the dispute was possible, and a volun- 
tary separation immediately ensued. In some passages of "A 
Statement of Facts and Observations relative to the late Sepa- 
ration from the Methodist Society in Manchester, affectionately 
addressed to the members of that Body by their Preachers and 
Leaders," my father's hand may be traced in them ; at all events, 
in the way of revision. Some extracts are therefore placed in 
the Appendix,* which, if I am not mistaken, state, with admi- 
rable clearness, some important principles. Not improbably, 
it was during this period that my father fully matured his own 
views on the series of general questions involved in the local 
dispute. The more those views are studied, the more justly 
and gratefully will future Methodists appreciate them. There 
are two tests by which the conduct of a public man, in seasons 
of controversy, may be fairly tried. The one is the principle 
itself for which he contends ; the other, its consistency with 
other principles, to which, by position or direct profession, he 
stands honorably pledged. I am quite content that my father's 
conduct in the present case shall be strictly scrutinized. 

The separatists formed themselves into a distinct connection. 
I have not time to write their entomology. In 1 808 they num- 
bered sixteen congregations, all in Lancashire or Cheshire, with 
* See Appendix K at the end of this yolame. 

L2 
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some twenty-eight preachers, and had found out " that a Gos- 
pel ministry is of Divine appointment, Jesus having first ap- 
|)ointed the apostles to the important work, and authorized 
them to set apart others also successively to the end of time." 
Some remnant of them still exists. I once knew a very good 
man who professed to belong to them, and who was accustom- 
ed to preach ; but, beyond all possibility of mistake, he had 
gone " a warfare at his own charges." The best of the sect 
gradually merged, it may be conjectured, m the congregations 
soon afterward formed by a body, of whom it is a real pleasure 
to speak well, but to whom it is difficult to give its i)roper 
name. The common appellation of Ranters I, not less than 
they, should consider as insulting, since it makes prominent ex- 
travagances which, perhaps, can not be wholly avoided in those 
classes of society among which chiefly they labor ; yet the title 
of " Primitive Methodists," which they have formally ado2)ted, 
savors of injustice to the mother Church. The same name has 
been adopted by those seceders from the Wesleyan Coimection 
in Ireland who still profess to be both Churclunen and Meth- 
odists. It speaks well for the moderation of the great mass of 
John Wesley's followers that both the very regular and the 
very irregular parties who have left them thus claim to be 
" Primitive." Probably neither is right. 

Mr. Hopwood, an intimate friend of my father, when he re- 
sided in London, writes to him as follows on a subject which 
excited Adam Clarke's solicitude more than fifty years ago, and 
which is still one of anxious concern. "A few weeks ago, Mr. 
Clarke, after conferring with his brethren, the traveling preach- 
ers, called the local and conamunity* preachers together, to lay 
before them the state of the society in London, which he con- 
sidered on the increase, not by persons awakened and convert- 
ed in London, but rather by those, already Methodists, coming 
to reside there. Under this impression, the fiiends assembled 
were imanimous in determining that something ought to be 
done to serve the city of London ; and that, if its inhabitants 
will not come to our chapels to hear the word of life, wo ought, 
if possible, to carry the Gospel to them. To effect this is a sub- 
ject of serious consideration. All that appears practicable at 

• The commnnity preachers, a class imknown by that name oat of Lon- 
don, were, properly speaking, exhorters. 
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present is earnest prayer to God to make our way prosperous, 
and to open rooms, in eligible parts of the town, for prayer and 
preaching, as circumstances may offer. On this plan, Golden 
Lane, Friars' Mount, and Drury Lane Schools are opened for 
preaching at 6 o'clock on the Lord's-day evening. At the same 
time, a large warehouse in Lombard Street, Fleet Street, fitted 
up by Mr. Butterworth, was opened as a preaciiing-room by Mr. 
Clarke last Lord's-day. Several other rooms have been opened 
for the same purposes. May the great Head of the Church 
crown with success these feeble attempts J" 

In many of the letters written to my father from London 
about this time there are notices of the great attention excited 
by Adam Clarke's preaching, and of the heavenly unction which 
attended it ; but he used his authority as superintendent, and, 
in order to secure time for his literary pursuits, preached on the 
Sunday and on two nights a week only. His colleagues cheer- 
fully acquiesced in this arrangement, and deserve, therefore, 
some of the credit which attaches to the result of his studies. 
It is pleasant also to read, in these same letters, testimonies 
from such persons as Joseph Entwisle and Mrs. Mortimer to 
the talents and acceptableness of the late venerable Jacob Stan- 
ley, then a minister of eight years' standing. 

Mr. Morley writes to my father : " As to myself, I am striving 
to be diligent in the work of the Lord. I formerly thought, 
perhaps I may make such improvement as to be satisfied with 
myself. But I find myself as defective as ever. Do help me 
by your advice and your prayers. If I did not love my work, 
I should be unhappy indeed, for I am fully employed. To use 
our friend Birchinal's expression, I have but little 'time to 
think,' and yet I must read ; though, perhaps, if I read less and 
thought more, it would be more to my advantage. Yesterday 
week was a good day. It was the first day I had had wholly 
to myself (except a few Saturdays) since I have been in the 
circuit. At Laae End we are low, but in all the principal 
places the good work is reviving. I shall never cease to be 
thankful for the visit you paid us last August ; and others be- 
sides myself have cause to r«^iember it. The sermon you 
preached at Newcastle was blessed to many. A man who hves 
in a neighboring village, and who was much inclined to drunk- 
enness and Deism, was convinced of sin that morning. In at- 
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tempting to ^ve me an account of the sermon, and of its effect 
upon him, he said, ' Oh, what a sarment that was ! Every word 
cut.' Since then he has joined the society, and has preaching 
in his house. Several of his neighbors are awakened, and I 
hope much good will be don^." 

Father Jeremiah Brettell evidently never forgot George Lu- 
kins and the evil spirits which dwelt in him.* In 1806 he 
transmits some curious matter. " We have one Httle phenome- 
non. Mrs. Wilshaw, in the Banwell Circuit, frequently preach- 
es for her husband, and has lately visited two or three places in 
the circuit ; and she was very popular indeed. I might also 
add another, in the reclaim of three notorious siimcrs in this 
circuit ; one imder the ministry of Mr. and Mrs. Wilshaw (for 
they both preach one sermon ; he begins, and she finishes it), 
and the other two were strangely pursued and threatened by 
devils in human shape, till, in the issue, they were constrained 
to come to Christ. I have conversed with each of them, and 
their account is uncommonly singular. Uappy should I be to 
see many more thoroughly fi-ightened from their sins, and 
brought to feel true repentance." 

" Having seen before," says Mr. Entwisle, " the sad conse- 
quences of religious disputes and divisions in Christian societies, 
I felt a considerable degree of anxiety on the receipt of your 
account of the breach in Manchester ; attended, however, with 
a hope that it would be best in the end. Your printed state- 
ment proves to me that the division is not an evil ; and the 
manner in which the whole affair has been conducted does hon- 
or to the persons concerned, and affords proof to the world 
that even reUgious disputes may be conducted with meekness 
and wisdom. Mr, Wood was one of the most proper men in 
the connection to settle such a business. I am inclined to think 
that the division has taken place at the right time ; and the long 
forbearance of the preachers and leaders, with the concessions 
frequently made to the malcontents, for peace' sake, leave them 
without excuse. Yet I think all these things, taken together, 
distinctly mark out our line of conduct in future, i. c, to pay a 
sacred regard to established rule and order, with meek firm- 
ness, leaving all consequences to God. Upon the exercise of 
Christian discipline in our societies our future usefulness great- 
ly depends," 

* See page 128. 
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Dnring the spring of 1806, Mr. Lomas, the book-steward, 
made strenuous efforts, with the view of being rcHeved, at the 
Conference, from his office, and of again engaging in the usual 
duties of the ministry. AppHcation was made to several min- 
istera to induce them to succeed him, but in vain. Mr. Lomas 
therefore corresponded with my father on the subject of a])- 
pointing a layman, and one was nominated and requested to 
occupy the position. Eventually, however, Mr. Lomas remain- 
ed in it. A subsequent regulation of the Conference seems to 
imply that, unless the law be altered, a minister only is eligible. 

A letter addressed by my father to my mother gives some 
account of the Conference which this year assembled at Leeds. 
" You will, perhaps, expect some Conference news, and I will 
try to scrape together a few fragments. I heard Mr. Davies, 
Mr. Sutcliffe, and Mr. Clarke in Leeds on Sunday, and Mr. 
Clarke also at Armley, a village in the neighborhood ; all ex- 
cellent sermons. It was a remarkably good day. I have sel- 
dom heard such preaching, or spent so profitable and pleasant 
ft Lord's-day. Monday evening, Mr. Benson preached on ' Be 
thou fmthful unto death,' etc. ; a very good sermon. Last 
night Mr. Jenkins discoursed on 'the foolishness of preaching.' 
He burned and shone exceedingly. I had no notion that he 
could rise so high. To-night Mr. Bradburn is preaching. Our 
morning preachers have been Messrs. Fish, Bridgnell, and Hcn- 
Bhaw. When the Conference met on Monday, Jilr. Clarke earn- 
estly begged that, in choosing a president, none would throw 
away their votes (as some had intimated it was their intention 
to do) on him, for that a regard to his health, and other rea- 
sons, would not permit him to accept the chair. The votes, 
however, were, Clarke, twenty-three ; Benson, twelve ; Barber, 
twelve ; Taylor, eight ; and, at last, Mr. Clarke was literally 
dragged into the office,* which he fills, on the whole, very 
ably. Dr. Coke was chosen secretary by a small majority. Mr. 
Benson had nearly superseded him. It was then proposed to 
elect an assistant secretary, and, afler an ineffectual struggle 
on my part, I was compelled to take my seat in that character. 
This is a real misfortune ; first, because it will occupy much of 
my leisure hours, and materially diminish my opportunities of 
hearing, preaching, seeing my friends, etc. ; and, secondly, be- 
* See Dr. Scbxxidoe's Life of Dr. Clarke, p. 211. 
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cause it will compel me to tarry in Leeds till the very condnr 
siou of the Conference, if not a day or two longer. On the 
other hand, I secure by it the advantages of occupying a capi- 
tal station in the Conference, close to the president's chair, 
where I see and hear every thing, and of gaining considerable 
information on our affiurs." 

It does not appear at whose instance my father was elected 
assistant secretary. His capacity for business must have be- 
come known to his colleagues, particularly when he resided in 
London. Previous to this Conference he had rendered great 
assistance to Dr. Coke, who for several years had acted as sec- 
retary. Nor can my father's influence be traced on the legis- 
lation of the Conference during this session. The most re- 
markable transaction of the year was the appointment of home 
missionaries to large districts of England, independently, to 
some extent, of the well-tried circuit system ; an experiment 
which, after a few years' trial, did not answer the expectations 
formed of it. An important act of discipline was the trial and 
expulsion of Joseph Cook, to whose heresies I have before ad- 
verted. I can hardly picture to myself my father sitting silent 
while the conversation on this topic proceeded, but there is no 
evidence that he spoke on the occasion. He took part in some 
grave discussions, and particularly in those on the question 
whether the letter left by Pawson for publication after his de- 
cease should be published. This letter was too general in its 
statements as to the existence in the body, and especially among 
the preachers, of certain serious evils, and descended even to 
the details of the dress of the preachers' wives. My father 
proposed that the circulation of the document should be con- 
fined to the preachers themselves. He had the good sense to 
see that, even were the complaints well founded, they must be 
rectified wdthin rather than without the walls of Conference. 
He spoke also on a case of discipline, and, in opposition to the 
earnest recommendation of the president, urged that the offend- 
er should be dismissed. The published minutes of the year 
passed under his revision as assistant secretary, the first of a 
series of tasks of the same kind which he performed, with more 
or less of official responsibility, for nearly fifty year^. Li each 
such instance, every word and figure was scrupulously exam- 
ined ; and scarcely an error, however trivial, escaped his eye. 
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He knew what heart-burnings the simple misprint of a name 
might cause. Dr. Coke writes to him on the Slst of August, 
** Many thanks for your perfectly exact journals." 

Shortly after his return home, my father thus addressed the 
Conunissioners of the Income Tax : 

** Gentlemen, — ^I avail myself of the permission which is 
granted in the printed notices respecting the duty on proper- 
ty, etc., to make the return of my professional income on a sep- 
arate sheet. I am an itinerant preacher in the Methodist con- 
nection, established by the late Rev. Mr. Wesley. The socie- 
ties in that connection do not support their ministers, as is 
usual among other religious denominations, by fixed and regu- 
lar salaries, but by sundry small allowances, which differ con- 
siderably in different places, and which are varied from time 
to time, according to the actual wants of the preachers, and in 
proportion to the number and necessities of their families. This 
peculiarity in our plan renders it difficult for me to give an ex- 
act account of my income. But I hereby declare that, accord- 
ing to the best of my judgment and belief, the various allow- 
ances which I have received for the support of myself and my 
ianuly during the year which began August 5th, 1805, on which 
day I left my last station in order to exercise my profession at 
Jlanchester, and ending August 5th, 1806, did not amount to 
more than eighty-three pounds.* 

**I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

"Jabez Bunting." 

The mode of providing for the maintenance of Methodist 
imnisters described in this letter will excite surprise in quar- 
ters where it is not already understood. It commanded my 
father's most hearty approval. The principle involved in it ap- 
pears to be that they who preach the Gospel shall " live" of 
the Gospel, but that no gain or profit shall, by any possibility, 
be made of the office of the ministry. Thus explained, it pro- 
vides also for the subsistence of those legitimately dependent 
upon the minister ; but it is directly opposed to dl idea of re- 
muneration for the service rendered by him. To whatever 

-♦ This reckoning did not inclade any estimate of the yalue of the furnish- 
ed house provided for him by the society. 
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privations it may expose him, it possesses obidous advantages. 
The apostolic rule, rigorously defined and acted on, is protect- 
ed against those who profess to go beyond it, but who think a 
great deal more of what they pay than of what they get, and 
who dole out the same miserable stipend to their famishing 
teacher, whatever may be the extent or peculiarity of his do- 
mestic engagements. All kinds of ministerial talent, too, are, 
on this plan, fairly considered and dealt with : the facile ora- 
tory of the idol of the coimty town has no better chum than the 
modest learning or the pastoral diligence which flourishes in 
the country district ; a consideration of great importance in the 
case of a connection of nunisters where the comfort of each is 
necessary to the welfare of the whole, and where jealousies so 
readily " spring up and trouble." The system, moreover, takes 
away some inducements which tempt unworthy men to pursue 
the sacred calling. Without finding fault, then, with the adop- 
tion of other methods by other Christian conmiunities, or by 
separate Churclies, my father clung firmly to the preservation 
among the Metliodists of the original theory and practice of 
that body. His experience had shown him that, where these 
were relaxed and salaries paid, the comforts of his brethren 
were abridged; and he deprecated any innovations which 
should, even in appearance, widen the distinction between the 
more popular and the less acceptable classes of them. He 
counted it little less than treason if any Methodist minister 
sought an advantage for liimself which in principle was not ap- 
plicable to the entire fraternity. 

It is my province to state rather than to vindicate my father's 
opinions on this subject ; but there are two objections to them 
which ought to be met. Tlie first is one of mere detail. If 
the immediate wants only of a minister and of his family are 
to be supplied, how is he to provide for " a rainy day" — ^for the 
fi[iilurc of health, for old age, and for the dear ones he must 
one day leave behind him? Theoretically, all these difficulties 
are removed by the financial system of the connection. The in- 
vahd, and the laborer too tired to work, as also their surviving 
widows, receive pensions from the society ; and allowances are 
made for the maintenance and education of their children until 
they are, or ought to be, able to help themselves. We can not 
make any boast as to the amount of these pensions. It is not 
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to our credit that we do not so much as pretend to lind more 
than about one half of tlie amount which we deem necessary 
for the purpose, leaving the ministers to obtain the rest from 
their own fmid ; this latter fed chiefly by their owti contribu- 
tions, saved out of allowances barely sufficient for their daily 
subsistence. The payment of some six or seven guineas a year 
out of the scanty pittances (scanty in fact, if not in relation to 
the means of their flocks) allowed to many of them in aid- 
receiving circuits, is an injustice and an anomaly, against which 
the son of a minister, who was often sorely straitened to make 
ends meet, may be allowed respectfully to protest. I have the 
strongest conviction that it is not generally known and under- 
stood. But there is a second objection to the principle of 
sustentation as opposed to that of remuneration. It will be 
asked, Are there no prizes in the Methodist connection ? The 
answer is both negative and affirmative. There is no very 
considerable difierence, looking at every aspect of the case, 
between the amount received in one circuit and that received 
in another. The position which insures the larger amount of 
allowance often requires a still larger amount of expenditure. 
The minister at Banff and the minister in London must prac- 
tice an equal economy, and the chances are that they may, ere 
long, change places. Yet there is an affirmative answer also. 
Differances do exist so far as money, and the advantages it 
purchases, are concerned, and the companionsliip, and other 
means of enjoyment and improvement to be found in one sta- 
tion vary greatly from those to be found in another. Hitherto 
the history of the body has shown that these furnish incentives 
quite powerful enough to excite a healthy competition. But I 
may be allowed to doubt how far such excitement is of any 
great or permanent ser\dce. I admit the natural and lawful 
operation of inferior motives ; but they will prompt to little 
that is good if the highest motive be wanting, and, where 
that exists, the absence of the other will not be felt. 

And how cheerfully are all privations borne I Mr. Entwisle, 
now stationed at Rochester, thus writes to my father in Sep- 
tember, 1806: "During the five days I am at Sheemess, I 
preach five times and meet three classes, which contain nearly 
half the society ; we do the same at Rochester ; a most excel- 
lent plan, in my opinion. I expect, when all improper persons 
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arc left out, and Sittingbourne taken from us, we shall be re- 
duced ill numbers to about three hundred and forty. How- 
ever, I feel such a degree of responsibility to God and to my 
brethren, and such a conviction of the utility and necessity of 
the old Methodist discipline, that I am resolved, in the fear of 
God, to re-establish it ; and I am happy to find that this will 
be agreeable to our leading friends, who will unite with me in 
the work. This is a bare pasture as to money matters. They 
are generally working people. I must expend, as I calculate, 
sixty pounds of my o\*ti private property this year. The Lord 
be praised that I have the means of providing pudding, clothes, 
and learning for my dear cliildrcn !" 

I can not omit all reference to a letter, couched in terms of 
ardent gi'atitude, written about this time by a young minister 
whose orthodoxy had been impugned at the preceding Confer- 
ence, but to whose high character and abilities my father had, 
in the time of need, borne clieerful testimony. It was some- 
times said of Jabez Bunting that he so exerted the influence 
which he gradually acquired in the connection as occasionally 
to depress real merit. Tliis was one of countless cases in 
which, without doubt, he employed it to favor great, but, as 
yet, undistinguished excellence. The minister referred to ran 
a long course of unpopularity with the many, but of signal es- 
teem on the part of the discerning few. He was frigid in 
manner, and not very free of speech ; but those who were con- 
tent to wait while his thoughts struggled for expression, found 
in his ministrations rich treasures of evangelical truth and feel- 
ing, dug deeply out of God's own Holy Word, and wrought 
witli artistic skill and fer^'or. My father continued to be his 
steady friend, and never suffered him to be grieved or the 
connection to be degraded by his appointment to any circuit 
where his pecuUar gifts could not find fit^ if narrow exercise. 
I do not record his name. Those who knew him will know his 
portrait. 

My father, when resident in London, had formed a cordial 
friendship with a young man, then known chiefly to a few 
Methodists in Lambeth, with whom he was united in Church 
fellowship, but whose name is now honorably distinguished 
both in Europe and in America. Li his own department of 
literature, England has no son whom she owns more proudly 
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tliau Thomas Iliirtwell llonie. A letter addressed to my la- 
ther toward the close of 1806 runs as follows : " With this I 
forward for your consideration a copy of the plan I adverted to 
in my last hastily-written note. As that copy has been lost, I 
had no alternative but to draw up another, de novo^ from my 
rough memoranda — a task of some time and labor, which I by 
no means regret, inasmuch as I have thus been favored with an 
opportunity of introducing some additions and corrections, 
Tvhich, in my apprehension, render it as perfect as a plan of 
each a nature can well be. You will, perhaps, think my design 
too bold — too comprehensive to be successfully executed by an 
individual layman, lieferring you to my views and motives 
as expressed in my note of the 26th ulthno, I would only add 
that, having meditated upon the subject, and considered its 
various branches, I have sometimes thought I had sketched 
out too much for one person to execute. Mr. Edwards, who 
is convinced of the practical utility of the plan, has, in fact, 
suggested that so extensive an undertaking might be achieved 
better by the united exertions of two indinduals. And who 
so fit as yourself, if you can conunand sufficient time for such 
a pursuit ? I should rejoice in such a co-laborer in a work 
which, I am persuaded, is calculated to be of permanent utiHty 
to the Christian Church. Such an undertaking demands much 
reflection ; but, in the event of your being at leisure for the 
purpose, mutual arrangements might be made for carrjTng the 
design into effect, which the limits of this will not allow mo 
even to hint at. Mr. Edwards is of opinion that it would not 
be advisable to announce it to the booksellers at present ; but, 
when any final arrangement is made as to the mode of exe- 
cuting the proposed edition of the Bible, he intends to make 
serious efforts to bring it forward. When you have fully 
weighed the matter, may I beg the favor of a few remarks, 
addressed to me either under cover at Mr. Edwards's, or di- 
rectly to me at Mr. Butterworth's ? I have, in fact, abandoned 
the law (as I think I intimated when you were lately in town), 
and have taken a confidential appointment with an estimable 
firiend, which is of a multifarious nature, but to me it is cer- 
tamly most agreeable, and it leaves me some hours every day 
for literary pusuits. I have nothing that I can offer worthy of 
your perusal. My time has of late been closely occupied in 
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finishing two or three laborious indexes (one of them a Latin 
one to some records for government). I have, however, much, 
very much cause for gratitude that I have been preserved, with 
some shght exceptions, in health and strength of mind and 
body, amid some very severe domestic vexations, and that I am 
enabled to encounter severe nocturnal exertions. I have the 
pleasure to inform you that at length the lease has this evening 
been signed by the landlord and trustees of an eligible spot of 
ground on which to erect a chapel for our Lambeth congrega- 
tion and society. It offers a prospect of extensive usefulness. 
To-morrow evening the service will commence at half past 6, 
after w^hich such of the trustees as are present will be called 
upon to confirm their subscriptions,* after which the members 
and other friends, of whom by no means an inconsiderable 
number have been invited by letter, wtII be called upon to 
give, according to their ability. We do hope and trust they 
will do liberally toward this ' great work.' Our Sunday-school 
consists of about two hundred and thirty children, of whom it 
is intended to take the whole to the chapel when erected ; a 
more grateful office to teachers, as well as children, than the 
taking a small number at alternate periods to Lambeth Church, 
where they are unavoidably but indifferently accommodated. 
We are encouraged greatly in our work by the reformed con- 
duct of the unruly, and the orderly deportment, in general, of 
the rest ; but, what is of infinitely greater moment, we have 
reason to believe that some of them have received good im- 
pressions to good purpose."! 

** ♦ A subscription was entered into by those present at Mr. Battenrorth's 
this evening, which amounted to £741 5«." 

t The venerable writer will forgive me if, lest I shonld break the conti- 
nuity of my narrative, I place in a note, rather than in the text, his own in- 
teresting comment upon a letter written by him fifty-two years ago. In an- 
swer to an application for leave to make use of his correspondence, he 
writes: "You take no liberty in writing to me. After a laborious and act- 
ive literary career of sixty years, I am now, at the age of seventy-nine and 
a quarter, obliged to give up literary engagements, and am thankful that I 
can yet be of a little service to others as a sort of chamber-counsel. I hope 
that this communication may not be unacceptable to you. I regret that I 
have no letters of my revered friend, the Rev. Dr. Bunting. To say the 
truth, I had quite forgotten that I had ever consulted him on literary top- 
ics I I thank you for communicating the three letters, now retomed in a 
separate envelope. Yon will make any use of either of them, «a yon think 
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In December, 1806, my lather welcomed into the world his 
second child and eldest daughter, shortly afterward baptized 

proper. The res angusta domi early led me to literature as an auxiliary 
means of support. My earliest publication was * A brief View of the Neces- 
sity and Truth of the Christian Kevclation;' the result of notes written in 
my eighteenth year, and it was published in 1800, in my nineteenth year. 
I was then most anxiously reading to find out the truth. Eventually it led 
me, through Divine grace and mercy, to the diligent and prayerful study 
of the Scriptures, and finally to my undertaking the * Introduction to the 
Study' of them, by which I am chiefly known, having been spared forty 
years since its first publication ; and I have been permitted, or, rather. Di- 
vinely favored, to know that my work is as useful now as it ever was. The 
Ix>rd be praised for this distinguished mercy ! I now come more immedi- 
ately to the occasion of the letters which were written to Dr. Bunting. Pre- 
Tiously to my undertaking the Introduction, I had sketched a prospectus for 
an edition of the English Bible, in which the Books of the Old and New 
Testament should be inserted chronologically, and with a biblical comment- 
ary ; that is, one in the very words of Scripture. A general Introduction 
was to be prefixed ; which growing in my hands, I finally dropped the idea 
of a biblical commentary, and bent all my cfibrts to the * Introduction to the 
Critical Study of the Holy* Scriptures,' the first edition of which was pub- 
Ibhed in June, 1818. Toward the close of the first volume, I sketched a 
plan for arranging the Books of the Old and New Testament chronologic- 
ally. This arrested the attention of a young and vigorous scholar, the late 
BeT. Dr. Townsend, Canon of Durham. Having been educated at Christ's 
Hospital (where I received the rudiments of classical learning between 1789 
and 1795), Mr. Townsend called upon me, as an old *Blue,' for my coun- 
sel, as he proposed to undertake such a work. Being at that time deeply 
engaged in combating the effects of infidelity, I was but too happy to give 
bim my best advice, and also the materials I had collected for an improved 
Harmony of the Four Gospels. In due time Mr. Townsend produced his 
truly valuable Harmonics of the New and Old Testaments, with learned 
notes, in four volumes 8vo : the whole, I am persuaded, being much better 
executed than I could myself have done it. And, just now, the Bible, with 
a strictly biblical commentary, has been published in three handsome quarto 
Tolnmes, with maps, etc., by the Messrs. Bagster. It appears to me most 
admirably done. I do not know who the editors are. No one person could 
have accomplished such a work. In fact, it supersedes every work which has 
been published, containing parallel references at length. The last time I 
had the pleasure of meeting your venerable father (I think) was in 1853, at 
the Mansion House, where he had been respectfully invited to be present at 
a miisionaiy meeting of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and 
I had the great satisfaction to see him treated with the regard due to his 
years and station, and comfortably seated on the platform. As Dr. Bunt- 
ing published 80 little, what think you of annexing, by way of appendix to 
yonr memoirs^ the sermons heretofore printed?" 
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by Mr. Griffith as Sarah Maclardie. She was a very tender 
lamb, and the Good Shepherd soon gathered her in His arms. 

I find in the correspondence about the close of 1806 and the 
commencement of 1807 notices of the establishment by my fa- 
ther of periodical meetings between himself and those ministers 
in his immediate neighborhood in whose affection and judg- 
ment he felt special confidence. It seems to have been his 
wish that they should converse freely together, not so mudi 
on Church economics and arrangements as about the topics 
exclusively appropriate to their vocation. These conferences 
were held at Manchester and at the adjacent towns, as con- 
venience allowed, and were inmiediately followed by watch- 
night services, which the people were invited to attend. One 
of them took place at Rochdale on April 8th, 1807. There is 
no account of the private conversations of the assembled 
preachers, but it appears from my father's text-book that in 
the evening he discoursed upon Mark, vi., 6 ; a subject he fre- 
quently selected on occasions which he deemed of specixd im- 
portance. Griffith, Marsden, Macdonald, Martindale, Hare, 
Morley, Timothy Crowther, Townley, Sutcliffi3, Samuel Taylor, 
and Denton, ministers from Manchester, Rochdale, HaH&x, 
Bury, Blackburn, Stockport, Macclesfield, and Newcastle-nn- 
der-Lyne, were among his auditors. The meetings were fre- 
quently repeated. Would that some such plan were possible 
and common in our own time ! The intercourse, so beneficial 
to themselves, their people, and the general interests of Meth- 
odism, between Methodist ministers, even in the same circuit, 
will, in this age of hurry, inevitably become less intimate as 
the calls upon ministerial attention multiply, unless great pains 
be taken to avoid so great an evil. My father, one of the bus- 
iest men in the coimection, made it his study, during his entire 
course, to familiarize himself with those with whom he was as- 
sociated in the pastoral charge. 

" I am delighted,'' says Mr. Entwisle, " with your new plan, 
and long for an opportunity of enjoying the benefit of it. I 
wonder it has not been thought of, and, indeed, become gen- 
eral before this time. It certainly is calculated to do much 
good both to preachers and people. Conversations on our 
most important doctrines and discipUne, etc., will keep alive in 
the minds of the preachers a sense of their importance ; and 
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sermons and exhortations delivered under such views and feel- 
ings are sure to be followed with the Divine blessing. The 
doctrines preached by Messrs. Wesley, Grimshaw, etc., in the 
beginning, accompanied with the power of the Holy Ghost, 
did wonders. And the same truths are now eqally important, 
eqaally necessary, and may be equally efficacious. Primitive 
Methodism I admire ; and, I think, I come nearer than ever to 
that standard. I resolved, when I came into Kent, to preach, 
in the most explicit and direct manner, the peculiar doctrines 
of the Gospel. By so doing, my own soul has been unusually 
blessed, my views enlarged, my zeal for God and the salvation 
of souls increased, and my labors, glory to God alone I crown- 
ed with success beyond what I have known before. The ac- 
ooont you give of your meeting at Manchester, Oldham, etc., 
would lead me almost to envy your situation, were it lawful. 
But I have learned in every state to be content. I mentioned 
the plan to William Vipond (a man of a thousand, I assure you, 
both for piety and abilities*), and he earnestly wishes that we 
may follow your example." 

Li the spring of this year the effort was renewed to engage 
my father's services for the Sheffield Circuit. Mr. Holy ad- 
dressed a letter to him on the subject ; but Robert NE^vTON, 
then on a visit to Manchester, was commissioned to advocate 
^ the case in person. Two or three years before this period (I 
can not fix the precise date), my father, sitting in the Confer- 
ence, was pleasurably startled by the entrance of a tall young 
^nan, whose person, singularly handsome, was rendered yet 
^nore attractive by the unusual costume in which he presented 
Umself. The coat lacked the true canonical cut, which for- 
t>ade the appearance of an angle ; and not a few must have 
^sontrasted the general plainness of their own habiliments with 
*tfie yellow buckskins and tight top-boots which the young 
:%iini8ter was the first, and, I believe, the last to exhibit in that 
,^rave assembly. But in this guise there sat down among them 
^- — quite unconscious that the garb he usually wore in a circuit, 
^vhere the horse did only less service than his rider, was at all 
;^>ecaliar — ^a man who was thereafter to become pre-eminently 
^^Camous as a preacher and an orator, and still more so for the 
and healthy beat of his large Methodist heart, for the 
^ See Memoir of him in the Methodist Magazine for ISIO and 1811. 
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spotless consistency of his ministerial character, and for his 
strict and nice attention to the proprieties of his pecoliar po- 
sition. My father often told how, when he first saw the stran- 
ger, his heart yearned after him, and how he resolved to seek 
an early intimacy. The story of that long, laborious, and tri- 
umphant course has been so admirably told, that any attempt 
to epitomize it would be presumptuous.* It is closely inter- 
woven with that of my father. Doubtless, on the occasion of 
Robert Newton's 'vdsit to Manchester, to secure his fnend as 
his colleague at Sheffield, their knowledge of each other was 
increased, and their mutual affection established forever. 

Similar invitations came from Liverpool, Bristol, York, 
Leeds, and other places. It is obser\'able that the invitation 
from the town last named came from the trustees, and not 
from the Quarterly meeting. I believe no reply was returned 
to it. To the letters ft*om other places, as indeed to the ef- 
fective advocate from Sheffield, an answer, almost uniform, was 
given, declining to make any engagement whatever. 

Among other efforts in the Manchester Circuit was one to 
increase the fund devoted to the relief of the poor of the so- 
ciety. A printed letter, addressed to the congregations, was 
issued by the ministers and stewards, announcing the substi- 
tution of a quarterly public collection for that previously made 
monthly, and requesting periodical private subscriptions. The 
claims of the poor of " the household of faith" were powerful- 
ly stated : " They are the brethren of the Savior himself; the 
li\4ng images of His former poverty." The exclusion of Meth- 
odists from the sphere of the operations of the " Strangers' 
Friend Society" was mentioned with something like approyal; 
but my father subsequently thought, probably because specisl 
plans of helping the Methodist poor were not successfiil, that 
this exclusion was no longer justified. He considered that 
funds to which members of the body so liberally contributed 
should not be subject to any limitation whatever as to the ob- 
jects of the public bounty, least of all to one which in appear- 
ance, if not in fact, bore hardly upon those whose relationship 
to us was so close and tender. 

A very notorious name now appears in my narrative, to be 

* "The Life of the Key. Robert Newton, D.D., bj ThonoM JadowiL 
London : John Mason.'' 
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dismissed without any observation. I quote the passage in 
which it occurs for the purpose of showing the interest which 
my father was ahready known to take, not only in the Church, 
but in the world aroimd him. " I have lately been printing 
for the Princess of Wales," ^Tites his friend, Mr. Edwards, at 
that. time a well-known publisher in Crane Court, Fleet Street, 
*^the proceedings and correspondence relative to the inquiry 
into her conduct, of which I should be glad to send you a copy, 
as I think it would be a gratification to you to go through it. 
But at present, at least, I can not, as it is not to be published, 
notwithstanding I have printed two editions of it. It is an 
8vo of 350 pages, and contains the whole of the very heavy 
charges against her, together with her defense, and a number 
of letters to and from his majesty on the business, altogether 
forming a very curious and interesting pamphlet. I think she 
acts wisely not to publish it, as, in my opinion, it would not 
acquit her in the public mind. The copies are very securely 
deposited in the possession of the present Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and not one has gone abroad. I have been offered 
large sums for a single copy if I would part with one, but I 
have refused every application. A copy of this work will bo 
counted a great curiosity. If I should hereafter find myself 
free to give you a sight of it, I shall cheerfully do it, and shall 
consider you among those of my friends whom I would first 
oblige in this way." 

Mr. Hartwell Home again addresses my father on April 8th, 
1807. "So long a time has elapsed since I received your let- 
ter, and the kind strictures on my Prospectus, that my memory 
will not inform me whether I have yet acknowledged them. 
If not, I have to thank you for them, and to say that the 
idea of giving critical annotations, and also of arranging the 
Books chronologically, is relinquished. I had an interview 
with Messrs. Cadell and Davics yesterday on the subject, who 
expressed their approbation of the outline, and proposed to 
submit it to a critical friend, in the event of whose approba- 
tion they intimated a wish to treat with me, so that in the 
course of two or three months some decisive arrangements (I 
hope) will be made. The expense can not.be less than £2000, 
on which account I was induced primarily to offer it to those 
bookseUers ; and such is the wayward fancy of the public, th^t 

Vol. I.— M 
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the respectability of the bookseller reflects credit on the au- 
thor or editor. I can scarcely find time for any recreation 
whatever, hardly even the pleasure of writing so fully as I 
could wish to you, my dear sir, whom we do hope to sec once 
more settled in London." 

Mr. Rodda thus breathes one of his latest blessings on the 
cause and people he had served so faithfully : ^^ Does my dear 
friend, on his knees, ever remember an old, worn-out, good-for- 
nothing pilgrim? If not, let these dull lines stir up thy pure 
mind by way of remembrance. I can now preach little, pray 
little ; but my mind, in general, is in a praying frame, and He 
that reads the heart will not cast out the prayer of the desti- 
tute. I have said enough, perhaps too much, of myself. God 
has in wisdom and mercy bestowed a diversity of gifts, that 
every one of the hearers may receive a suitable portion in due 
season. How docs His work prosper among and around you? 
Are sinners converted and saints edified ? I long to hear of 
the flourishing state of our Church ; though I can contribute 
so little to its prosperity, yet I wish it good luck. I must live 
and die saying of genuine Methodism, ' Peace be within thy 
walls, and prosperity within thy palaces! May salvation be 
inscribed on thy walls and bulwarks, and on thy gates praise ; 
may thy ministers be filled with the Holy Spirit, clothed with 
righteousness ; and may all the people put on the white linen 
of the saints; may thy rehgious society ever maintsun that 
purity and simpUcity of doctrine and discipline that have hith- 
erto distinguished thee from those who say they are Jews, and 
are not, but are of the synagogue of Satan ; and may our Israel 
dwell alone, and not be reckoned among the nations ! Then 
shalt thou be as the salt of the earth, a city on a liill that can 
not be hid.' My good wife desires a kind remembrance to 
Mrs. B. and yourself: she often says of you what David did of 
Goliath's sword.*' 

My father's first ministry in Manchester closed with the 
Conference of 1807. The pubUshed minutes of that assembly 
contain evidences of his anxiety to introduce, gradually, some 
changes in the administration of the aflistirs of the connection, 
and to make the system more regular and intelligible. Among 
the changes, originating, I believe^ chiefly, with him, are rules 
providing that no person not oom^leoXi \a V)icL^T«sd^&x xssasiar 
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try should be employed In any mission at home or abroad ; in- 
sisting on the immediate emancipation of slaves belonging to 
any minister in the West Indies or to his wife; recognizing 
still more clearly the distinction between preachers formally 
set apart to the ministry and those still upon probation ; re- 
quiring the attendance of all probationers at Conference for 
personal examination ; regulating the jui-isdiction of the Con- 
ference, considered as an appellate court rather than a court of 
first instance ; and providing for the due order of the proceed- 
ings of that body. Some financial arrangements, also, evident- 
ly received his revision. This year, too, a prerogative was 
recognized as belonging to the president which hitherto had 
been exercised as matter of necessity and usage : he was au- 
thorized to supply, from the Ust of probationers approved by 
the Conference for that purpose, all vacancies in circuits or mis- 
sions which might occur during the period of his office. 

During the two years of my father's residence in Manches- 
ter he preached four hundred and fifty-seven sermons. The 
traces of his ministry are distinctly perceptible in the present 
^flourishing condition of Methodism in that city. But from 
each facts as can, at this distance of time^ be adduced in evi- 
dence, I infer that, while his preaching was very vigorous and 
successful, his usefulness was, perhaps, greater in other depart- 
inents. Many young men were then connected with the soci- 
ety, some of them the friends of his youth, who were rapidly 
^u^quiring wealth and social influence. • To these his counsels 
-were, at such a period, of the greatest possible service. Ho 
oiot only fostered their piety, but he strongly impressed upon 
'their character and opinions the stamp of his own distinctive 
excellences. In their lives of active and consistent goodness 
le multiplied himself; and in not a few of their children, 
"whether by natural or spiritual descent, he still survives. Man- 
tester owes to his labors much of that steady attachment to 
Z&fethodism which has been so often and so severely tested, 
«nd which, considering the character, habits, and rapid and 
enormous increase of its population, is matter of both surprise 
«rid gratitude. It was meet that the place of his birth should 
'\}e the scene of his early labors, and should thus preserve their 
enduring record. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

HIS EARLY MnnSTRY IN SHEFFIELD. 

Appointment to the ShefiSeld Circuit. — Colleagucfi. — Death of his infant 
Daughter. — Ministers* Meetings. — The Training of Candidates for the 
Ministry. — Samuel Bardslej. — The Location of Ministers. — Conference 
of 1808. — Edward Hare. — James Daniel Burton. — Edmund Grindrod. — 
Nightingale's "Portraiture of Methodism." — His Death-bed. — The 
Teaching of Writing in Sunday-schools. — Letters from Griffith and Rob- 
ert Newton. — The Sacraments in Jersey. — Codification. — Methodist 
Ministers and Parish Apprentices.— The Right of attending the Confer- 
ence. — Conference of 1809. — Birth of his second Daughter. — Reminis- 
cences by Robert Newton^s Widow. 

ISvo of my father's colleagues in the Sheffield Circuit, to 
wliieh he was appointed by the Conference of 1807, were men 
to whom he was already warmly attached ; in the case of John 
Barber, by early obligations, before adverted to ; and in that 
of Robert Newton, by a friendship whose least charm was 
novelty. Isaac Clayton, also a co-pastor, was, as I have al- 
ways understood, a modest and meritorious minister, but the 
popular estimation of his talents did not always obtain for him, 
during his subsequent coiu*se, positions of the same considera- 
tion as that which he now occupied. 

To say nothing of the contiguity of Sheffield to Manchester 
and to Macclesfield, higher motives induced my father's grate- 
ful acceptance of this appointment. So to speak, he breathed 
his native air ; for the bracing Methodism which had wailed 
spiritual health and vigor to the cottage homes at Monyash, 
took wing from the town where he now resided, and had fos- 
tered there a hardy race of veterans, of form and countenance 
such as he had always loved to look upon. The elder Long- 
den, Holy, and Smith — Beet, Harwood, and Moss, were tyjjes 
of a large class of Yorkshire Methodists ; plain, serious, and 
steady ; well-to-do m this world, but living wholly for the next ; 
cordially affectionate to Christ's cause, ministers, and poor, and 
earnestly active in doing good. 

But a great trouble came upon him ere he had been many 



Ills KAKLV MINISTKV IN" SlIKFFIELD. 269 

days in liis circuit. " -fVniid many mercies," lie writes to his 
mother on the 3d of September, 1807, " we have also had some 
painful exercises since we saw you ; but, blessed be God, the 
occasion of them is now, in a gi*eat measure, removed. Our 
dear little Sarah has had a violent attack of eiysipelas ; but the 
complaint appears to be subdued, and we hope she will soon 
be as well as usual." Soon afterward he writes again : " My 
DEAREST MoTUEB, — ^Two wccks ago you received, I suppose, 
by Mr. Martin, a letter from me, informing you of the illness 
of our dear little Sarah. I then hoped that she would soon be 
better, and I have been waiting from that time to this in almost 
daily expectation of being able to announce to you that she 
was out of danger. But alas ! my expectations were delusive, 
and my hopes in that respect are now forever frustrated. It 
is my painful task to acquaint you that the dear, dear girl is no 
more an inhabitant of this dying world. She exchanged it for 
that in which there is no more death this morning at about 
half past 9 o'clock. Since Tuesday last we have all thought 
her considerably relieved, and no longer ago than yesterday 
were in liigh spirits concerning her. She appeared to receive 
food with more appetite than at any time since her seizure, and 
the inflammation seemed to be rapidly subsiding. Our only 
remaining fear was lest a cough, which had for several days 
been troublesome, should be the hooping-cough, caught from 
William, and lest her strength should sink under her compli- 
cated ailments ; yet the return of her appetite and her general 
appearance led us to indulge better prospects. But about 11 
o'clock last night her breathing became very laborious, and we 
perceived that some change had occurred. She never closed 
her eyes during the night but once, and that only for a short 
time, and about 9 o'clock the symptoms of immediate dissolu- 
tion were very evident. Her departure was in the easiest and 
gentlest manner we could desire, the Lord being merciful unto 
us ; and, at the hour before named, she took her flight to 
heaven, without a sigh or a struggle of any kind. * Of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.' In our present disconsolate situation, 
under this visitation of Providence, you will excuse a long let- 
ter. I wish you were here, to weep with those that weep. I 
hope you, and all our dear friends, will pray that our heavy 
affliction may be sanctified, and that we may be graciously sui^ 
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l>orted under it. I have not spirits for writing more than is 
necessary at present, and will, therefore, thank you to send this 
letter to Mr. Wood, Mr. Marsden, and Mr. Griffith. Their 
friendship for us we know to be such as will interest them in 
the intelligence of an event to us so mournful, and will secure 
for us their sympathy and their prayers." 

On the 29th of September he again writes to his mother on 
the same subject : '' Blessed be God, we are as well as we can 
expect to be after our melancholy bereavement. My dear wife 
was, as you suppose, deeply aflfected by a loss to her so pecul- 
iarly afflictive ; but, through mercy, has in some measure re- 
covered her serenity, and is striving with me to say, ' The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the name of 
the Lord !' But, though we do endeavor to submit ourselves 
unto God, it is impossible to describe the strange feeling of 
desolation which our minds still do, and must long experience. 
I trust the dispensation will do us much good. Our dear child 
was buried on Wednesday morning, the 15th instant, in the 
ground adjoining to our new chapel, which is opposite to the 
house we now live in, and will be still more contiguous to that 
which it is intended to build for our use. We feel a mournful 
pleasure in the idea that her mortal remains lie so near to us. 
Her mother and myself, li^-ith Mr. Barber, Mr. Newton, Mr. 
Clayton, Mrs. Newton, and Mrs. Holy, attended them to the 
grave. Wishing to have some memorial of her which might 
perpetuate to our minds the recollection of her countenance, 
and enable us still to realize her, in some degree, as one of our 
family circle, we employed an artist to make a drawing of her 
after her death. We hope it will be, when finished, a tolera- 
ble, though not a perfect likeness. I need make no apology to 
you for these circumstantial details. You \vill feel an interest 
in little particulars, the relation of which would seem tedious 
and foolish to others." 

Very long and sadly did his mind dwell on this bereavement. 
Three months after it had occurred, he says, in a letter to my 
mother, then absent from home : " I am, I thank God, well in 
health, but very dull. I sit and look at Sherrj^'s picture till I 
am miserable for want of some conversation to divert me from 
the melancholy recollections which it suggests." A little shoe 
babe had worn was the constant companion of my mother's 
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solitary hours. I believe my father took possession of tjie oth- 
er. There lies before me, in his handwriting, a sheet contain- 
ing thirty-nine epitaphs, transcribed from various authors, and 
one or two of his own composition, out of which he selected 
that w^hich was placed upon her tomb-stone. It was the text 
he had quoted in the letter to his mother announcing the de- 
cease. The first thought awakened by his sorrow gave him 
the most lasting comfort. 

To Mr. Wood he writes : " A great part of our melancholy 
history since we left Manchester you have already learned from 
t;he letters which I addressed to my mother. We have had 
many mercies, it is true, which it would be a crying sin to for- 
get ; but the loss of our dear Httle girl damps all our earthly 
joys, and w^ill long be felt by us as a most paiiiful bereavement. 
It is impossible to describe the sensations of desolation which 
"we feel. But I hope we do not murmur, though we sorrow ; 
smd that Divine grace enables us not to faint. My dear wife 
^was much obliged to Mrs. Wood for her friendly letter, which 
ehe purposes soon to answer. She is as well as can be expect-. 
^dy and unites with me in best love to you both, and in grate- 
:^l acknowledgments of many kind offices received from you 
during our residence in Manchester, which we shall always re- 
jnember, and wish we had any adequate means of requiting. 
IBut what you have done you did for the Lord's sake, and we 
3)ray that He may bless you and yours with all the mercies of 
-the New Covenant. We have the prospect of being very com- 
:fbrtable in our new situation. The circuit seems to be as agree- 
able as most, and the people are disposed to show us much 
Idndness. I am almost entirely at home, and need sleep out 
only two nights in eight weeks. I am exceedingly pieced 
^Hth all my colleagues, and I hope I shall be more and more 
satisfied that I have a commission from God to the people of 
these parts." 

A letter to my mother gives an insight into my father's 
devotional habits and domestic a£Gairs, as well as into the state 
of public feeling at this period. My grandfather Maclardie 
had given my mother some few hundired pounds on the occa- 
sion of her marriage. "Poor ! .Her case is really de- 
serving of conmiiseration. I wish she may get the power and 
comfort of true religion before she go hence to be no more 
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seen. I think yon should talk freely and plainly to her on this 

most important of all subjects. I thought seemed to be 

somewhat seriously impressed by his late accident. Is it so ? 
If it be, you will doubtless improve the occasion. I have been 
more than usually led to think of him, and to pray for him, 
with reference to liis best interests. The purchase of the house 
involves so many considerations, that it will be better, as I hope 
so shortly to be on the spot, where I can learn all particulars, 
to defer till then the farther discussion of the matter. To be 
sure, the state of public affiurs is such as abnost unavoidably 
to suggest some doubts as to the stability of the government 
securities. But whether change would increase security is 
another question ; and buildings create a great deal of trouble." 

Ministers' meetings, such as had been held in tho Manchester 
District, were introduced by my father into Sheffield. I find 
notes of his preparations for one of them. " Justification and 
forgiveness are synonymous terms. Publican's case. It im- 
plies favor and acceptance. ' Accepted in the Beloved.' Just- 
ification implies God is at peace with us. Is Mhe love of God 
shed abroad,' etc., synonymous with the Spirit's witness? 
Leaders ; temporal concerns placed a good deal under their in- 
fluence. People; visits to persons excluded; regular visita- 
tions ; renewal of tickets. Entire dedication to the ministry. 
Opening new classes. Meeting of societies. Visiting the rick. 
Prayer-meetings. Beat tho head of ever}"- thing." 

Griflith commenced a frequent correspondence with his ab- 
sent friend, and a letter from him refers to the general subject 
of the last paragraph. 

"Manchester, February 19th, 1808. 
" We held our meeting on Monday last. Besides the preach- 
ers in Manchester, we had the brethren from Stockport, Old- 
ham, Rochdale, Bury, and Leigh, and a Mr. Coate from Ameri- 
ca, whom you know. Mr. Thomas Taylor was not with us, 
owing to the want of a conveyance, the canal being frozen up. 
Our meeting was a good one, upon the whole. Mr. Coate 
preached, and was followed by Messrs. Shadford, Crosby, Hare, 
and Robert Miller. The next meeting is fixed for April 6th, 
at Rochdale : Mr. Thomas Taylor, or Mr. Marsden to preach. 
'Hie subject for conversation to be the Atonement. The sub- 
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ject of the sermon not mentioned. Since our conversation, I 
have thought a good deal upon the subject of faith, and upon 
the confusion of our ideas respecting it. Does not this confu- 
sion arise from our too frequently confounding faith, as it is 
'the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen,' with faith as it is required of us, in order to our receiv- 
ing the forgiveness of sins, or any other Gospel blessing? 
That these are closely connected there can be no doubt, but 
are they not, at the same time, distinct ? And is it not owing 
to want of attention to this distinction that we sometimes ap- 
pear to contradict each other, and even ourselves, by asserting 
at one time that it is the gift of God, and at another that it is 
our own work ? Give me your thoughts at large upon this 
subject when you have a little leisure. I would only add that 
ifr. Wesley seems to have considered it in the former sense 
principally in his sermon on Hebrews, xii., 6, and in his two 
sermons on Hebrews, xi., 1, and that Mr. Fletcher seems to 
consider it principally in the latter sense in his Essay on Truth. 
In the former of these senses, must we not consider it as the 
of God entirely ? And in the latter, must we not consid- 
it as our exercise of the gift of God, under the direction and 
xnfluence of the Giver ? You see I think of you in all knotty 
ceases. I often wish for you, especially when there is any thing 
Xipon my mind respecting doctrines which I consider of import- 
^uice. But these vile bodies will not suffer us to move from 
Iftfanchester to Sheffield, or from Sheffield to Manchester, as 
:^apidly as our thoughts can fly. Could Adam's body, think 
ou, move with tliis rapidity ?** 



An extensive correspondence was maintained during the 
^iurrent Methodistical year between my father and other lead- 
ing ministers of the connection. Two subjects are introduced 
in many of the letters, and evidently occupied the gravest 
thoughts of those who sought most solicitously the welfare of 
^Alcthodism. 

My father had already set his heart upon accomplishing an 
object which it took a quarter of a century to carry — the sys- 
ticmatic training of approved candidates for the Methodist min- 
istry. I have spoken of the opinions he cherished respecting 
t:hat minbtry as deriving its authority -from Christy the He,^ 
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of the Church, and its authentication from the Church itself. 
He had a deep and humbling sense of the responsibilities of the 
pastoral office, and, for that very reason, of the prerogatives 
which, of necessity, and by strict Scriptural injunction, belong 
to it. In this view, the prerogatives were the consequence of 
the responsibility, and they who denied the one made light of 
the other. I must again deal with this subject, and, as I hope, 
in a spirit which shall give no just occasion of offense. But 
here I have a particular purpose. Prerogative raised the ques- 
tion of fitness. Many intelligent ministers had, at the period 
to which I am now referring, come to the conclusion that 
claims which clashed so strongly with some popular systems of 
Church government, as well as with the prejudices of the irre- 
ligious multitude, must be sustained and strengthened, not 
only by soimd argument, and by high personal character, but 
by the well-recognized competency of the persons who pre- 
ferred them. Assuming, then, as he had a right to assume, 
the piety and special designation of the men who, after suc- 
cessive trials, had been " counted faithful," and were about to 
be put into the ministry, my father was deeply anxious to re- 
move any degree of incapacity for the office. Gross and man- 
ifest ignorance, or careless indisposition to sacred studies, or 
the vanity which too often attends them both, was proof of 
moral as well as of intellectual disqualification in cases where 
the opportunity of improvement had been afforded. To give 
that opportunity, therefore, was a clear duty, if for no other 
reason, because it supplied a new and safe test of character. 
He knew, too, the mind of his contemporaries, and how many 
of them deplored their own deficiencies ; sometimes blusliing 
in the presence of their people ; and still oft^ner weeping be- 
fore God. Nor could he mingle freely with some of them in 
social and official life, or listen to their public exercises with- 
out a strong and almost indignant sense of the privation of 
which they had been the subjects. How many a genius might 
have been trained and fostered — ^how many an understiinding 
taught and disciplined — ^if due facilities had been timely fur- 
nished ! The histories of the early preachers, sometimes in- 
stanced in opposition to these views, in no degree lessened 
tiieir force. The call was peculiar, and so were the preparor 
; I speak not only of spiritual aids, but of* the diligent 
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au<l prayerful pursuit of knowledge. Wesley was an accom- 
plished scholar, and the very ardor of his zeal made him anx- 
ious that the agents he employed should not lack any element 
of success. We have his own testimony as to the result of 
his repeated exhortations to them. In his "Letter to Dr. 
Rutherforth,"* in answer to an allegation that many of his 
preachers were so ignorant as not to know that the Scriptures 
"were not written in their mother tongue, he writes, " Indeed 
they are not. Whoever gave you that information abused 
your credulity : most of the traveling preachers in connection 
^tli me are not ignorant men. As I observed before, they 
laiow all which they profess to know. The languages they do 
not profess to know ; yet some of them understand them welL 
J^hilosophy they do not profess to know ; yet some of them 
"tolerably understand this also. They understand both one and 
■the other better than great part of my pupils at the University 
dd, and yet these were not inferior to their fellow-collegians 
of the same standing (which I could not but know, having 
<Laily intercourse with all the under-graduates, either as Greek 
lecturer or moderator), nor were these inferior to the under- 
graduates of other colleges."! We have also more precise test- 

^ Works, vol. xir., p. 364, 305. 

f See how he retorts upon a similar antagonist on another occasion: 
*' The ground of this offense is as follows : Some of those who now preach 
are unlearned. This objection might have been spared by many of those 
"who have frequently made it, because they are unlearned too, though ac- 
counted otherwise. They have not themselves the very thing they require 
in others. Men in general are under a great mistake with regard to what 
is called the learned world. They do not know — they can not easily im- 
agine — how little learning there is among them. I do not speak of abstruse 
learning, but of what all divines, at least of any note, are supposed to have, 
namely, the knowledge of the tongues, at least Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, 
and of the common arts and sciences. How few men of learning, so called, 
understand Hebrew, even so far as to read a plain chapter of Genesis I Nay, 
how few understand Greek ! Make an easy experiment. Desire that grave 
man who is urging this objection only to tell you the English of the first 
paragraph that occurs in one of Plato*s Dialogues. I am afraid we may go 
farther still. How few understand Latin I Give one of them an Epistle 
of Tully, and see how readily he will explain it without his dictionary I If 
ho can hobble through that, it is odds but a Georgic in Virgil or a Satire of 
Persius will set him fast. And with regard to the arts and sciences, how 
few understand so much as the general principles of logic ! Can one in ten 
of the clergy (O grief of heart !), or of the Masters of Arts in eiih&t \I^^«l- 
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imonies as to Hopper, who " regarded it a duty which he owed- 
to himself, to God, and to the Church, to acquire some knowl- 
edge of those languages in which the Scriptures were original 
ly written ;" Cownley, who was said to have traveled " liisto- 
ry's enormous round," and had mastered most of the books on 
divinity in the English language; Olivers, an acute and prac- 
tice<l logician, and a poet whose strjdns adorn and elevate the 
hynmology of every nation which speaks the English tongue ; f 
Mason, well versed in the history of the world and of the 
Churcli, and in anatomy, medicine, and natural history, an< 
whose " botanical collections would have done credit to the 
museum in Europe ;" Story, to whose multifarious acquisition 
I have before alluded ; Black, who also studied the Scriptur 
in the orighials ; Thomas Taylor, who devoted his time before ^=* 
breakfast wholly to his Ilebrew Bible, " comparing the text — 
with the Xiatin and English translations, consulting also the 
Septuagint, and, at other times of the day, studied the Greek 
Testament, the Latin authors, divinity, history, and philoso- 
phy ;" and Walsh, who, " if he was questioned concerning any 
Hebrew word hi the Old, or any Greek word in the New Test- 
ament," " would tell, after a little pause, not only how often the 
one or the other occurred in the Bible, but also what it meant 
in every i)lace." 

Wesley himself entertained thoughts of pro\'iding for a want 
which was felt very early in the history of the connection, but 
Adam Clarke seems to have been the first to form a distinct 
project. In 1 800 he consulted with his brethren in the London 
Circuit, and a paper on the subject was prepared, which was 
read to the Conference of that year, and to several eminent 
laymen. The Conference referred it, for consideration, to the 
body of the preachers, assembled at their next annual District 

sity, when an argument is brought, tell you even the mood and flgqre where- 
in it is proposed, or complete an entbymeme? Perhaps they do not ao 
much as understand the term : supply the premise which is wanting, In or» 
dcr to make it a full categorical syllogism. Can one in ten of them demon* 
Rtrato a problem or theorem in Euclid's Elements, or define the commoq 
terms used in metaphysics, or intelligibly explain the first principles of it? 
Why, then, will they pretend to that learning which they ore conscious to 
themselves they have not ? nay, and censure others who have it not, and do 
not pretend to it? Where arc sincerity and candor fled?" — Warh^ toI, 
viii., p. 219. 
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meetings ; but little more was heard of it. " About a gram- 
mar-school or academy," writes Alexander Suter in his private 
memoranda of the Conference of 1800, "Butterworth sent a 
letter on the subject, in which are very indifferent reflections. 
Bradbum said, 'It is a grand trick of the devil.' " And again, 

in 1808, " farther believes that Clarke, when he went to 

London, never intended to leave it ; his friends labored for that. 
Hence the plan of education was set on foot, at the head of 
which he was placed." " Brother Bardsley* told us that, when 
lie read of the titles, etc.," given to Adam Clarke, " his heart 
sank within him, and that he believed Clarke would leave us : 
Ood showed it him before last Conference ; for he dreamed that 
lie saw him in a Cathedral, in a prebend's stall, and that he 
looked with great coolness on Brother Bardsley, etc." These 
;imens will show how thoroughly the horror of a " carnal 
dstry" prevented some of the most excellent of the preach- 
ers from sympathizing with the proposed plan, and how Clarke 
Xiiinself was thought capable of having been prompted in its 
^x>nception by imworthy motives. 

When my father's attention was first directed to the subject, 
^e entertained a strong objection to the idea of a college or an 
stcademy, and was anxious to devise some other means of meet- 
:5ng the emergency. He became gradually, but firmly convinced 
^hat a collegiate institution was necessary. His opinions, how- 
ever, must not be misunderstood. He never contended that it 
^would be wise to attempt the systematic education of every 
:3nan whom the grace and providence of God had called into 

^ Bardsley, a man of large and fleshy frame, was, as frequently happens 
in snch cases, a child in simplicity and sweetness. In 1818, after flfty years* 
service, he and his friend Francis Wrigley, a sturdy veteran who had known 
liim from his youth up (each, in his turn, the oldest preacher in the connec- 
tion), left the Conference at Leeds with the intention of traveling together 
some portion of the way to their respective circuits. Arriving at a country 
inn, they took tea, and then sat in the door-way watching the departing 
light. Their conversation was heard by none but themselves ; but an au- 
tunm evening — the full harvest gathered in by the tired laborer, and the 
welcome rest at hand — must have reminded them of their own course well- 
nigh spent, and of the repose so needed and so near. Bardsley felt ill, and 
proposed to retire for the night. His friend went with him toward his bed- 
room. Bardsley*8 strength failed, and he sat down on the topmost step ; 
then threw his arm round Wrigley's neck, saying, " My dear, I must die," 
and *<was not, for God took him." 
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the Methodist ministry. There were exceptions to the general 
— ^thc ahnost universal rule. Some plants sicken in a hot-house, 
however mild the temperature. Far distant be the day when 
the rigid enforcement of a wise and necessary system shall ei- 
ther exclude from the Christian ministry, or cramp and cripple, 
when engaged in it, any man whose original constitution of 
mind or body, or settled habits of thought or action, make such 
a training inexpedient ! Humanly speaking, the preachers to 
the masses must still, to a large extent, spring from them. Let 
us not shrink from the testimony that God has always chosen 
many of His best instruments from the humbler classes of so- 
ciety ; and that, while He imparts the needful gifts, it is for the 
Church to cherish and mature them, with a constant reference 
to His design in giving them, and to their various nature and 
adaptation for use. Culture will, in most cases, improve both 
the flower and the fruit ; but if culture would weiU^en or de- 
stroy the plant, let it grow wild. Let it blossom in some dis- 
tant desert, or biighten some wilderness at home, and the true 
lover of all God's works will revel in its beauty. And I have 
seen wild-flowers which showed well in terraced gardens, be- 
neath the shade of stately palaces, and by the side of all that 
art could do to deck the pampered earth with delicate or gor- 
geous hues. 

My father watched the indications of opinion and of feeling, 
but for a long time he met with very little to encourage his 
wishes. The prudent policy of waiting for general concur- 
rence in a measure, many of the objections to which proceeded 
from a deep solicitude to attain the same object, at last received 
its reward, and an institution, such as he desired to see, was 
permanently established. 

A second subject of anxiety about this period was the per- 
manent location of ministers who had before been actively en- 
gaged in the •itinerancy. The principle of location, in some 
cases, was, indeed, already established. The literary undertak- 
ings of the connection required agents with special qualifica- 
tions, and, when such agents were scarce, there was no alterna- 
tive but to give them a fixed position. So must it always be, 
as my father, a zealous advocate for the itinerancy, was in 
course of time convinced. The system creates its own excep- 
tions. Kthe evangelist must also be the pastor, neither he nor 
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his people will allow his time and energies to be occupied very 
largely in duties in which they have no special and immediate 
concern, however great may be their connectional interest. 
Men, therefore, who undertake these general departments of 
labor, must be exclusively devoted to them ; and if, after trial, 
peculiar fitness be ascertained, the advantages of original apti- 
tude and of acquired experience must never be sacrificed to any 
considerations of routine, still less to any .feelings of jealousy. 
As departments extend, the truth of these observations has be- 
come increasingly apparent. But a serious evil threatened the 
connection at the time of which I am writing. Adam Clarke's 
-was not the only case in which a minister of great talents and 
influence showed symptoms of impatience with the weary de- 
tails of itinerant life, and, without any very clearly stated ex- 
cuse, on the ground of failing health or of other obvious inca- 
pacity, sought a station, if not of greater ease, yet certainly of 
more freedom and quiet. The steady laborers trembled at 
these precedents, and the mischief was peremptorily stopped. 
Clarke, indeed, under circumstances which were so pecuUar that 
it is scarcely possible to anticipate their recurrence, retained a 
ceitain standing on the list of efficient ministers after he had 
ceased to travel, but I am mistaken if the latter pages of his 
life are read with as much pleasure as the earUer portion of the 
story. Many, who listened to him with dehght on the Sab- 
bath, ill brooked his appearance on the following morning at the 
Surrey Institution, more Uke a servant to the lecturer of the day 
than a Methodist preacher and a great bibUcal scholar. The 
feeling among the ministers, too, was one of sincere regret. One 
ancient man, who had never heard of Rymer's Fcedera^ records 
in his journal his horror of a Methodist preacher giving his 
days and nights to " Rhyme's PhoRdraP Possibly this notice 
of these circumstances has not any particular present interest, 
but it is well to know the difficulties through which our fathers 
passed, and the spirit in which they met them. Let no man 
hope to command the confidence or to sway the counsels of the 
Methodist connection unless, in one form or other, strictly itin- 
erant, or strictly serving the true and only objects of the itin- 
erancy, he share the labors, trials, privations, sympathies, and 
rewards of every other minister of the body. 

My father writes to his fiiend Mr. Wood in March, 1808: 
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" Now that vre are more accustomed to this place, and to the 
people and their manners, we feel comfortable, and probably 
should be very happy could we entirely divest ourselves of 
those gloomy recollections of our domestic loss, which will of- 
ficiously mingle with all our enjoyments, especially while we 
continue to be so conversant with the scenes where that loss 
was first so acutely felt. The society at large we think more 
deeply pious than any we have before seen, and, at the same 
time, what I hardly expected, more free, as a whole, than most 
others from the extravagances and follies of enthusiasm. I feel 
a liigh degree of pastoral affection and esteem for them. ' The 
best of all is, God is with us.' We are now busy in the quar- 
terly visitation, and have reason to believe that there is a great 
increase, both of numbers and of piety, in various parts of the 
circuit." 

My father accepted an invitation to remain in the circuit dur- 
ing a second year, and, in the first draft of the stations, his name 
appeared accordingly, with Mr. Myles for his new superintend- 
ent. Bradbum was put down elsewhere ; but his eccentricities 
still echpsed his virtues, and a vigorous opposition was made 
to the appointment. It was therefore changed for Sheffield. 
Then, and for the only time during his entire course, my father 
interfered decisively as to his own station, and, without raising 
any public discussion, conveyed to preachers of influence in the 
Conference liis resolute determination not to take the core of 
souls in conjunction with any minister in whose uniform and 
manifest consistency of character and of demeanor he was un- 
able, for any reason, to place implicit confidence. Stockport 
was assigned to him ; and, having easily succeeded in inducing 
my mother to sacrifice every consideration of personal conven- 
ience to that of his usefulness and honor, he fully expected to 
labor in that town. But the people at Sheffield most pathetic- 
ally and effectually remonstrated, and my father returned to 
them, with Myles, Edward Hare, James Daniel Burton, and 
Edmund Grindrod as his colleagues. 

I have reason to believe that my father did not take any very 
prominent part in the proceedings of the Conference in question. 
He seems to have depended for influence upon private sugges- 
tions to the principal ministers of the body. For these, their 
frequent consultations of his opinion furnished many opportu- 



HIS EABLY MINISTRY IN SHEFFIELD. 281 

nities. Tlie legislation of the year supplied improvements 
which, doubtless, he assisted to origmate. Funds for the relief 
of embarrassed chapels (confined, however, to the several dis- 
tricts in which such funds might be established), and an addi- 
tional school for the education of the ministers' children, were 
the two chief projects of the time. The latter resulted, some 
years afterward, in the establishment of the institution at Wood- 
Iiouse Grove, near Leeds. The former was ultimately matured 
into the present very admirable and effective connectional plan. 
Between a common effort for relief and exertions limited to 
particular districts, there could be little difficulty in deciding, 
since the united strength of the body can always work with far 
greater power and precision than can the strength of the mem- 
bers separately. Times have not changed as to methods of 
relief, but, as to purposes of increase and of enlargement it is a 
question demanding serious attention whether, in the cases of 
the metropolis and of other densely populated places, the gen- 
eral fund ought not to be supplemented by societies contem- 
plating local objects only. My father was of opinion that Lon- 
don, especially, and its suburbs, with their crying necessities, 
and with doors thrown wide open to Wesleyan agencies, had 
long cLiiined the self-sacrificing hberalities of those who arc 
privileged to reside in it. 

The limit to wluch this volume must be confined already 
warns me that any farther notices of my father's colleagues 
must be very brief. Yet I can not be quite silent as to Hare, 
Grindrod, and Burton, with whom he now for the first time 
became closely connected. 

I have already had occasion to speak of the public serWces 
of Edwabd Hare, a man of great intellectual vigor, a sound 
and able preacher, a ready and practiced writer, and altogether 
one of the principal wortliies of the denomination which claims 
him as its own. Placed in very early life under the tuition of 
Joseph Milner, of Hull, he left school for the sea, and served 
his apprenticeship in the Mediterranean trade. On his return 
from a voyage, and during a season of extraordinary religious 
influence he was converted to God. Jle began to preach on 
shipboard, and in foreign ports, where the vessel chanced to lie. 
Twice in the course of one voyage taken prisoner by the French, 
he landed^ after his second release, on the coast of Cornwall, 
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and walked tlie journey home, a distance of two hundred and 
fifly miles, with little other sustenance than bread and water. 
He abandoned a seafaring life, listened to the silent voice which 
called him to tlie ministry, and gave liimself to study and to 
prayer. Benson was attracted by his piety and talents, and, a 
temporary vacancy occurring in the York Circuit, sent him to 
fill it. . After laboring two years he was stationed in London, 
and there Benson, finding that the youth still retained some 
knowledge of the Latin and the Greek, acquired when a child, 
took him under his own training, and thus conferred upon him 
a lasting advantage. He labored with great acceptance and 
success for nearly twenty years. A fuller memorial of his 
character and course, and the touching story of his early de- 
cline and blessed end, may be read in the biography prefixed 
to his Pulpit Remains, enriched by his wife's judicious and 
tender record of his many domestic \'irtucs. 

His valuable contributions to the theology of Methodism 
gave large promise of what was to be expected from him had 
liis life and literary labors been prolonged, and will well repay 
the perusal of modem students. " For," writes his widow, 
^^ he was of an intrepid spirit, ingenuous, and disinterested. His 
sermons were not only compact in themselves, but connected 
one with another, so that every one who, with a clear under- 
dcrstanding and a retentive memory, attended his ministry 
during liis station on a circuit, might discern in his preaching a 
well-digested and wisely-arranged body of divinity.'' Might 
not his example, in tliis respect, be more generally followed, 
and to great advantage ? Perhaps it is not very often that 
Wesleyan co-pastors can, like Edmondson and Treffry at Roch- 
ester, arrange for united courses of systematic teaching ; but 
less of ignorance, and of indifference to theolo^cal science, and 
to the benefits which it secures, would exist in our congrega- 
tions, if individual ministers could be induced to declare " the 
whole counsel of God," not desultorily and as by chance, but 
on some regular and comprehensive plan. If a common scheme 
of preacliing could be adopted, one of the great arguments in 
favor of the Methodist system might be materially strength- 
ened ; for why should not the completeness and solidity sup- 
posed to attach to a pennanent ministr}' be secured, without 
sacrificing the constant freshness and healthy excitement at- 
■ temVmg a frequent change of ministers? 
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My father and Mr. Hare were closely attached to each other, 
and became constant correspondents ; and the deep sympathy 
and kindness felt by the 8nr\'ivor were strongly manifested 
to his friend as he drew near the close of life, and, after his 
death, to his widow and children. In him Methodism lost its 
ablest controversialist ; but it was fomid that, when his hand 
no longer plied the pen, fewer occasions arose for its employ- 
ment. So far as my father's influence extended, Uterary dis- 
cussions with " them that are without" were, as much as possi- 
ble, avoided ; and, during seasons of internal dissension, a 
thousand swords leaped from their scabbards to defend the 
constitution against all assailants. 

James Daniel Burton, of the family of that name to which 
I have before alluded,* was awakened as, on his return from a 
snrreptitious visit to the theatre, he met the bearers of a corpse 
exposed to public view. His position in life and the delicacy 
of his training did not prevent his hearty consecration of himself 
to the Methodist itinerancy. He was an animated, pleasing, 
and impressive preacher, and. a prudent and conscientious shep- 
herd of the flock, gladly availing himself, in the latter capacity, 
of the means of Uberality placed at his disposal. After laboring 
diligently for ten years his strength was spent, and in about 
two years more he finished his course. I think of Samuel 
Pearce, of Birmingham, when I read the account of his regrets 
and hopes as he felt that his work on earth was done, and 
waited for the day when the rest of death should also end, and 
the ceaseless service of a new and perfect life begin. " I now 
consider death," he writes, " as a friendly messenger, that tells 
me I must go to my future home ; as the herald that proclaims 
my release from this prison-house of clay ; as the instrument 
that breaks the shell of mortaUty, and lets out my soul to take 
her wing through the ethereal heavens, till she reaches the 
celestial mansion prepared for her, and mingles with saints and 
angels. I desire to depart and to be with Christ ; with Him I 
love above all creatures ; with Him who loved me beyond all 
parallel, all clsdm, all praise ; Tf ho hath redeemed me by His 
blood, canceled all my sins, renewed me in the spirit of my 
mind, sustained me with the bread of life, and saved me from 
a thousand snares. Oh, how I could enlarge upon His bounty ! 

Page 119. 
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Yet I should fail to t^U the measure of His love. All I could 
say would be but as an atom to the globe, a point in the com- 
pass, a ray of light in the full blaze of day. Oh, my beloved 
-wdfe, my bosom friend, the desire of my eyes, and the choice 
of my heart ! — oh, my children, tender in age, and passing 
through a world of sin, and trouble, and diflSculty, must I leave 
you ? Must I see you no more till you, hke me, have passed 
the stream of Jordan ? Yes, most probably I must soon be 
parted from you. But, Margaret, do I not leave you among 
friends who will use every means to comfort you ? Do I not 
leave you and our little ones under the especial care and pro- 
tection of heaven ? Many happy years I hoped to spend with 
you on earth ; many plans of future usefulness I hoped to exe- 
cute. I was laboring hard to prepare a work which, while 
profitable to myself, I thought would be beneficial to others ; 
but by death the i)urposes of my heart are broken off. I do 
not on this account comj)lain, because God can inspire others 
with the same views and purposes better qualifieil to accom- 
plish them, if necessary ; and if not necessary, it is better they 
continue unaccomplished." 

The particulars of Edmtjxd Grindrod's life and services 
have been recorded by Dr. Hannali,* and are fresh in the rec- 
ollection of modem Methodists. lie was one of those men 
whose merit is but slowly recognized, and never so clearly as 
when readier talents are of httle use. The massiveness of his 
good sense gave a certain picturesque air to an inteUect not 
otherwise furnishing any remarkable object of study, while the 
strength and steadiness of his character never failed to justify 
the confidence of his friends, and to command the respect of 
his opponents. Not one of my father's contemporaries was 
more thoroughly imbued with his principles and feelings, or in 
seasons of anxiety and conflict rendered him more zealous and 
effective aid. So thoroughly were their relations understood, 
that some, who durst not encounter the one, were not unwill- 
ing to taunt the other with servility of spirit, and with copy- 
ing, more closely than was consistent with individual sympa- 
thies and opinions, those of the master-mind to which he owed 
his training. My father knew the value of his friend, and, as 
in otlier cases, never permitted either folly or faction to de- 

* Wcslcyan Methodist Magazine, 1846. 
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prive him of a hearty and well-trusted fellow-laborer in the one 
work of his life. Grindrod's worth, when he was gone, was 
tried by the best of all tests — the generally admitted want, in 
seasons of embarrassment and of peril, of his judicious coun- 
sels, calm temperament, accurate information, and unbounded 
love of Methodism. His " Compendium of the Laws and Reg- 
ulations of Wesleyan Methodism" is by far the best guide yet 
published to the administration of the system, and the reposi- 
tory of the most correct and best classified information for the 
use of general inquirers. 

The correspondence of the year 1808-1809 was very volu- 
xoinous, suggesting some topics which my limits again warn me 
to avoid. Many subjects occupied the attention of the minis- 
ters of the connection. It is very e\'ident that a spirit of rest- 
lessness, if not of dissatisfaction and distrust, was somewhat 
extensively prevalent among them. I confine myself to those 
subjects which are connected with my father's individual his- 
tory and opinions. 

Joseph Nightingale, author of the " Portraiture of Method- 
ism," gave no little trouble at this time. His book excited 
considerable attention. Gumey, afterward Baron of the Ex- 
chequer, confidentially told some leading Methodists that its ef- 
fect upon the men with whom he mixed at the bar and in gen- 
eral society was exceedingly disparaging to the character of 
the connection. Opponents highly lauded it ; and it was felt 
that the blow had been ^mcd with much dexterity. The 
" New Annual Register," on the other hand, reviewed the 
book with great severity, introducing some allusions to the 
writer's personal history, which, however true, were by no 
means flattering. Nightingale commenced legal proceedings, 
and recovered damages ; he then threatened the publishers of 
the " Eclectic Review," in which Dr. Mason Good had written 
a condemnatory article, and of tho "Methodist Magazine,"' 
which, of course, had concurred in the censure. Benson was 
seriously frightened ; not so much so, however, as Samuel Tay- 
lor, a minister of great excellence and simplicity, to whom some 
of the statements were not indistinctly traced. Parken, the 
editor of the "Eclectic," corresponded with my father, and the 
latter took a journey to Macclesfield for the purpose of obtain- 
ing evidence of facts which he knew had been correctly stated. 
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and which were required for the purposes of the defense. Ul- 
timately the affair was quieted without fartlier exposure of 
Nightingale, or annoyance to Parken, Benson, or Taylor. 

One night, about fifteen years afterward, my father was hastr 
ily summoned from his editorial desk in London to go and see 
a dying man. It, was none other than Nightingale, who had 
been successively a Unitarian, a Methodist, a seceder from 
Methodism to a little sect in Macclesfield, now forgotten, who 
called themselves Revivalists, a Quaker, and again a Unitarian, 
but who now, when death and judgment loomed darkly before 
him, trembled on account of sin, and sought eagerly the mercy 
of the Gospel. Even in his vile caricature of Methodism he 
had thro^vn away some compliments upon my father's talents 
and character, and into his hands he had given his ticket wh^i 
he abandoned, not without some gentle compulsion, the Meth- 
odist Society. Now he sought services which were gladly 
rendered, and successive visits stirred, almost painfully, the 
yearnings of my father's pastoral heart. This sheaf also he 
will bring with him. Nightingale's last testimony need not be 
discredited : " Others may, for aught I know, have found refuge 
in what is called ' Rational Christianity.' To their own master 
they stand or fall ; I quarrel with no one ; my time is too short, 
my bodily strength too weak, to enter into the intricacies of 
religious dispute. I embrace, therefore, a moment's remaining 
strength to beg of you, for myself, to protest, before the relig* 
ious public, against all doctrines of faith in which the great, and 
leadmg, and incontrovertible doctrine of Di\ine Influence, as 
generally taught by evangelical Christians, does not form an 
essential point. If a knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness 
of sins can be obtained ; if a man can be able to say that he 
feels the love of God shed abroad in his heart — ^that Christ 
dwelleth in him, the hope of glory — that his sins are pardoned, 
and that he can call God his reconciled Father; if he can have 
the spirit of adoption so as to cry ' Abba, Father ;' if he can 
know that he is passed from death unto life, being bom again 
of the Spirit — if all this can take place without a cordial recep- 
tion of the doctrines of the Trinity, the Atonement, and those 
other great doctrines usually connected therewith, then I would 
gladly say to such a one, This is the way, walk thou in it. But 
I am compelled, so far as I feel my own soul concerned, with 
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all the seriousness and earnestness of a d}ing man, to attest 
that I have made the experiment^ and it has failed,^'* 

An extract from a letter of Robert Newton is interesting, as 
showing the character of the writer, and as giving some ac- 
count of his first attempt, when a minister of nine years' stand- 
ing, to superintend a circuit. It is dated 

** Iluddersficld, September 30th, 1808. 
" Yesterday morning I received your very welcome epistle, 
and am obliged by the invitation which it contains. To Mr. 
Clayton and myself the temptation will, I believe, be irresisti- 
ble, especiaUy as it happens that we can spare a night or two 
at that time better than for several weeks to come. Mrs. New- 
ton, I hope, will accompany us ; but poor Bess" — (his eldest 
chOd) — "must stay at home, as it would be troublesome to 
take her so far when our stay must be so short. We are all 
gratified to hear of your prosperity ; but Clayton desires me to 
say you must not think to compare yourselves with us. We 
do not plod in the lower regions among smoke and dirt : we 
move in the higher walks of life, and live next-door neighbors 
to the skies. From these pure regions, however, we look doi^Ti 
with sympathy on those who are doomed to dwell in the smoke 
of Shefiield ! The truth is, we are all very happy in our new 
situation. The people here know how to appreciate the excel- 
lences of Mr. Clayton : he is not only acceptable, but popular. 
We are expecting to see good days ; the country is full of in- 
habitants, and our congregations are very large. You will be 
surprised when I inform you that Methodist discipline is tot^- 
ly unknown in this circuit. The leaders in this town have 
never been met, except once or twice, during the last three or 
four years : the society has not been met at all ! We have a 
band meeting every Saturday evening, but any body is allowed* 
to be present, as there is no one to stand at the door ; nor are 
there any private bands in the town. We are determined to 
attempt to bring things under Methodistical regulations; I 
hope we shall not fail in the attempt. Yesterday we held our 
Quarterly meeting. I found myself under the necessity of en- 
forcing discipline, and proposed to the leaders the application 
of our rule respecting the penny per week. A leader and local 
preacher rose when I had done, and said he would forfeit his 
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head if that nile were ever acted upon in that circuit. We 
had a great deal of epeechification on the subject ; at last the 
leaders almost unanimously agreed to do their best. We have 
had some conversions, and have added about sixty to the soci- 
ety since we came into the circuit. 

" Yours in Christ Jesus, Robert Newton. 

" Mr. Clayton begs I will present his most superlative love." 



A letter to a brother minister introduces a topic which dur- 
ing this year occasioned much uneasiness to the Methodist 
ministers at Sheffield. Before their appointment to the circuit, 
it had been the practice to teach the art of writing in Sunday- 
schools, to which the Methodist name was attached, and which 
were chiefly supported by Methodist liberality ; and, when ob- 
jection was taken, grave questions arose between the active 
managers of these schools and the authorities of the circuit as 
to the nature and extent of the control which the latter might 
rightfully claim over the former. This was the second great 
struggle of my father's public life. The practice was very 
prevalent in the north of England, and its impropriety was not 
yet clearly seen, even by many excellent ministers. My father 
writes as follows : " Mr. Hey's arguments agsunst teaching 
writing on the Lord's day are too bulky to be inclosed in a 
letter. If an opportunity occur of transmitting them by a 
friend by whom they can be safely and speedily restored to 
me, I wiJl gladly send them. I do think that even your apol- 
ogy for that i)ractice (the best apology for it JE have seen or 
heard) is very insufficient. My conviction of the evil resulting 
from it, on the whole, is so strong, that if I thought my feeble 
voice had any chance of being heard with effect, I would con- 
scientiously publish to the connection my objections, and my 
protest against it. But when so many wise and good men ap- 
prove of the custom, and others who condemn it keep their 
disapprobation to themselves (though their influence, if exert- 
ed, could not fail to procure attention to their reasonings), I 
feel unwilling to do or say any thing except in my own pri- 
vate and local sphere of action. Excuse this frank avowal of 
my difference in opinion. If, by Lancaster's plan, children can 
be taught to write while learning to read the Scriptures, and 
if that plan be feasible in Sunday-schools, my scmples would 
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be greatly relieved. But I think that reading, and that only 
with a view to religious purposes, should be the object exclu- 
sively aimed at by the teachers and learners, otherwise the sanc- 
tity of the day is violated, and a due reverence for it, as Di- 
\'iaely appropriated to religious uses, is gradually sapped and 
undermined." 

Among my father's papers is found an " Outline of the Ar- 
gument against teaching the Art of Writing on the Lord's 
day," which sufficiently explains the process by which he ar« 
rived at his own conclusions on the subject."* 

"L The appointment of the Sabbath is not ceremonial, 
but of moral obligation. From tho beginning, long before 
the Jewish dispensation commenced, God, as Creator, sancti- 
fied, as well as blessed, the seventh day. The fourth com- 
mandment refers to it, not as a new institution, but as one 

^ As was usual with him on such occasions, he first formed, and then 
fortified his own judgment by an extensive and a minute examination of 
the anthoritics on the subject. His extracts from the writings of many emi- 
nent men are in existence. The general question of Sabbath-obsenrance 
lias aasamed vast consequences in our own time ; and, while it has elicited 
many unanswerable defenses of the opinions and practices of godly profess- 
ors in all ages of the Church, on no subject have tho writers in reply adopt- 
ed a train of reasoning more shallow and disingenuous. It is really amus- 
ing to note how the authority of half a dozen great names is quoted, not 
^wajB very honestly, and how little names, never heard of but when they 
this purpose, are dressed up for t^e occasion. I quote one extract by 
father from the "Weekly Instructor." of October, 1811, with his preface 
to it. **In answer to the questions, Why so strict under the New Testa- 
Xnent Dispensation? and, What harm is there in some little deviations from 
this strictness by reading, writing, visiting, traveling, etc. ? ' That the re- 
ligionB observance of the Lord's day, if it is to be retained at all, must be np- 
lield by some public and visible distinctions. Draw the line of distinction 
>rhere you will, many actions, which are situate on the confines of the line, 
'Will differ very little, and yet lie on the opposite side of it. Every trespass 
'Qpon that reserve which public decency has established breaks down tho 
fence by which the day is separated to the service of religion. These liber- 
ties, however intended, will certainly be considered by those who observe 
tbem not only as disrespectful to the day and institution, but as proceeding 
from a secret contempt of the Christian faith. Consequently, they diminish 
a. rcTerence for religion in others, so far as tho authority of our own opinion 
or the influence of our example extends, or, rather (says Dr. Paley), so far 
SIS either will serve for an excuse of negligence to them who are glad of any 
ixeighbor's sentiment and conduct to justify and uphold them in their wick- 

Vol. L— N 
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already established: ^ Hemember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy.' 

"n. This original appointment of the Creator, confirmed by 
the Decalogue, is binding on all to whom it is made known. 

"in. To 'sanctify' and 'keep holy' the Sabbath day are 
phrases which can not mean less than the separation of it from 
all secular uses whatever, and the dedication of it, whole and 
entire, to religious services ; to such uses as directly tend to 
promote spiritual interests, the salvation of our own or others' 
souls, and the preparation of ourselves or others for eternity. 
Those who deny that the phrases in question imply this may 
be fairly challenged to state what they do mean. 

" IV. Writing is, in all its direct and immediate uses, a sec- 
ular art. Tlie religious use of it is at best remote, contingent, 
and indirect. The design of children in learning it, and of mas- 
ters in teaching it, is chiefly, if they will confess the truth, the 
temporal advantage of it. 

" V. Therefore it ought to be taught in the six days fdlotted 
to us for secular purposes ; not on the seventh, reserved for 
spiritual exercises. 

"VI. The case of reading is very different from that of 
writing. It is in order to qualify children for performing an 
express and indispensable duty, that of searching the Scrip- 
tures, that they are taught to read. This is a spiritual good, 
an appointed mean of grace and salvation. 

" Vn. Those passages in the New Testament which explain 
the fourth commandment are awfully abused when brought to 
prove the virtual repeal of it. Those passages do vindicate 
works of mercy, though not directly religious, when they are 
works of great and immediate necessity ; such as the recovery 
of human beings from sickness, or the preservation evea of 
animal life from dangers which, if not instantly counteracted, 
would occasion its total extinction. But the art of writing is 
not necessary, in any such degree, either to health or life. 
The necessity of teaching it on Sundays has been rather as- 
serted than proved. All who really wish to learn it might 
find one or two hours a week — if not in the winter, yet in 
the summer months — ^if on no other evening, yet on Saturday 
evenings — ^for that purpose, arid thus no part of the Lord's day 
^^need be alienated from those employments directly religious, 
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whidi arc sufficiently numerous and important to engross the 
whole of that sacred day." 

On the second question involved in the controversy ray far 
ther's opinions were equally decisive. The dispute ran not as 
to iMs or to that particular polity. It raised much wider is- 
sues. In justice, and with a due regard to the general welfare 
and to the will of Christ, Are institutions which avowedly aim 
at the very same objects for which the Church itself was Di- 
vinely established ; which, to a large extent, absorb its best la- 
bor and richest liberality ; and for the character and results of 
which it must always sustain the primary responsibility, to be 
subsidiary and friendly to it, or separate, independent, and hos- 
tile ? Within our own borders, this question is, as to its the- 
ory, settled ; and if, in any cases, it has not also received a prac- 
tical solution in conformity with that theory, experience has al- 
ready shown, and will yet increasingly develop, the mischiefs 
>vhich attend so glaring an anomaly. 

In the case of this contest, as in that of many others, my fa- 
ther bore the brunt of the battle, and, by his steady adherence 
to principle, his study and mastery of details, his vigorous and 
eloquent advocacy, his cautious dealing with opponents and 
^th lukewarm friends, his willingness to endure personal ob- 
loquy and insult, and his utter fearlessness of consequences, 
gradually placed himself at the head of majorities, and ulti- 
mately won the fight. In this instance the victory was not 
&ial. The opponents abandoned the schools as to which the 
question was first raised, enlisted in their favor the editorial 
advocacy of James Montgomery in the " ^effidd Iris," and 
CQmmenced new undertakings. But we shall see that, when 
my father left the circuit, the contest was renewed, and that a 
general who did not choose to fight, if he himself must take the 
chances of warfare, surrendered without a blow. It is still re- 
served for some such self-denying minister as my father was, 
by sound argument, earnest entreaty, and commanding Chris- 
tian influence^ to remove the last traces of the objectionable 
practice. 

From a letter written by Mr. Griffith to my father, I find 
that these discussions did not divert his mind from his proper 
study of Christian theology. " The little time I have had since 
the receipt of yours," says hi^correspondent, " and the maiuvet 
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in which my time is taken up here, prevent my giving you any 
satisfactory answer to your question respecting the justification 
of infants. I would just say, generally, that it appears to me 
that, where the Scriptures stop, our inquiries should stop also, 
lest we be of those who pry into the * secret things' of ' the 
Lord our God.' From these Scriptures I learn the doctrine 
of original sin ; and I find the doctrine agreeable to matter of 
fact when I look at the sufferings, etc., of infants. From these 
Scriptures I also learn that infants — dying in infismcy — ^are safe, 
and, therefore, have been justified, in the sense in which justi- 
fication is necessary to everlasting life. This is all that I know. 
A multitude of puzzling questions may be asked on the subject, 
to all of which I can give no answer, because the Scriptures 
have given me no information. Alas ! I have no time here for 
MS. sermons. I feel it difficult to furnish the daily bread for 
the day. Whenever I finish the sermon, which, like several 
others, lies mifinished by me, you shall have it, as I know no 
man to whom I would expose my ignorance so readily as to 
you. We are busy about chapels. Snowsfields* is going on. 
We have sent in proposals for the French Church in Spitalr 
fields, and think we shiall have it." 

A journey to the north of England, during the autumn of 
the year 1809, undertaken at Benson's almost imperative re- 
quest, chiefly for the purpose of opening a Chapel at Durham, 
introduced my father to the Methodists of that neighborhood, 
with many of whom he formed lasting friendships. With the 
elder Mr. Longridge, in particular, he corresponded for several 
years, chiefly in reference to the one topic which absorbed that 
gentleman's pious care — the Christian training of Methodist 
families. During this visit he preached also at Sunderland, 
North Shields, South Shields, and Newcastle-upon-Tyne. On 
his return, the late Joseph Agar, w^hose memory will never be 
forgotten by the Wesleyans of York, detained him in that city, 
and compelled him to give them a sermon. Mr. Agar was one 
of the many old Methodists who, about this period of my fa- 
ther's life, by the trustfulness they showed in his character, 
talents, and fidelity to the cause they had loved so long, gave 
him some confidence in his special competency and calling, and 
encouraged him to play manfully his part in life. 

* The Chapel in Long Lane, Sonthwark. 
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Although more than ten years had elapsed smee the Sacra- 
mental controversy was settled in England, it appears that it 
still raged elsewhere. " Fifteen years since," writes Mr. Reece, 
^ the Conference granted the Sacrament to the Channel Islands. 
It has been administered in Guernsey ever since that time ; but 
Dr. Coke, having made a promise to the late dean that it should 
not be administered in Jersey, has opposed it whenever the peo- 
ple have repeated their request. An independent Church has 
lately been formed there, and the ordinance is administered to 
it, which has much alarmed the French preachers. They fear 
that, if they do not stand on equal ground, our cause will be 
ruined. Should not the doctor's opposition be overruled, and 
the general decision of the Conference be acted upon in this 
particular case?" My father's reply to this question was im- 
mediate. " Dr. Coke's unwarrantable promise to the Dean of 
Jersey ought not, in my judgment, to deprive our societies in 
that island any longer of their Christian and Methodistic priv- 
ileges. I hope you will come forward, if necessary, at the next 
Conference as their advocate. There is no doubt that the de- 
cision of our brethren will be in their favor." It is worth while 
to mark how the refusal to treat Methodists as separatists from 
the Church of England invariably operates for the benefit of 
Congregationahsm ; the assumption of authority by one emi- 
nent minister; and the mode in which two young ministers 
combined to assert the authority of the connection. 

The published Minutes of the Conference for 1808 do not 
contain any notice of an important resolution,* which directed 

* If some private memoranda, taken at divers Conferences daring the ear- 
lier pcirt of this century, had come sooner into my possession, I should hare 
made more copious use of exceedingly curious records. It is impossible to 
resist the temptation to insert one, dated 1S02. During the session of that 
year. Father Joseph Bradford denounced certain novelties in the dress of 
the preachers* wives and children — "double, triple rows of buttons," etc.; 
whereupon the spirit of one husband present was stirred within him. 
**(When these things were thus talked of," writes Mr. Suter, in a series of 
panting parentheses, " I thought, if my Mary was but here, she would sure- 
ly be again and more personally looked to, and truly spoken of, as a just and 
proper model for all the preachers* wives in the connection, both as to her 
attention to her family and decency of dress, her attention to public means, 
and her punctuality in attending. I farther thought that then was it seen 
that her plain black bonnet, instead of being a cause of shame, would be an 
ornament of honor and renown. Ob, my dear M., I thoaght, if yon had 
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James Wood, the president for the year, and his colleagues, 
Reece and Lomas, to prepare a Digest of the Rules of the Body. 
Mr. Reece writes to ray father, " The Digest goes on very slow- 
ly, owing to the many other things which Mr. Wood has to do. 
Brother Lomas and I have performed the part allotted to us 
long since, and the whole will be laid before the Book Commit- 
tee. The work is divided into chapters, and each chapter into 
sections. I give you a specimen : ' Chap. II. On Places of Wor- 
ship and Official Characters. Section 1. Chapels ; 2. Preachers, 
etc? When first we distributed the work, it was agreed that 
each section should be introduced by a short address, illustra- 
tive of the reasons and circumstances out of which that part of 
our economy arose, together with the design and tendency of 
it. This, it was thought, would render the work more gener- 
ally acceptable and useful, as many of our people, and some of 
our preacliers, know very little of these things. Mr. Wood is 
now drawing up a long preface, which he thinks will supersede 
the necessity of these short addresses. This I doubt, as Mr. 
Wood's preface will not contain that minute and circumstantial 
information which the others do. I doubt if the same person 
will ever read the preface more than once, whereas the others 
will be frequently read when the rules are consulted, and thus 
the end wuU be answered. I should be glad of your opinion on 
the two plans, and the sooner the better." 

Mr. Lomas addresses my father on the same subject : *' I 
write now to request that you will give my love to Mr. Myles, 
and ask liim whether, in his researches among the records of 
Methodism, he found any thing in print concerning the ongin 
of quarterly meetings ; and, if he did, where it may be met with. 
I will thank you to commimicate his answer as soon as conven- 
ient. We have made some progress in the work committed to 
us by the last Conference, and hope to have it ready in time ; 
but, when we have done all that we have authority to do, the 

heard tho best of men and most respectable of characters talking as ther did, 
and tho hearty approbation of the whole body present (U9 preachers; Mr. 
Myles told me so to-day), a few excepted (Mr. A. sat before me, but his 
wife, etc.), yon would never repent of beinp^ as yon long hare been, singn- 
larly plain as well as singularly good. Oh, I thought, may I and mine 
stand OS clear every way in that day when the Judge comes as I feel myself 
and feel for mine in this instance I O Heaven help !)" 
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work will need much improvement to make it what it should 
be, a complete system of law for the government of the body. 
And how shall this be accomplished ? Will it be done in pub- 
lic Conference, or by a committee during the time of Confer- 
ence ? Each of these is unlikely ; and I fear that, after all, the 
work will not be such as I could wish." 

To Mr. Reece my father replies : " I am much gratified by 
the specimen of the Digest which your letter contains. I hope 
what has long been a desideratum in Methodism will now be 
supplied. I think, and so do all the brethren here, that the in- 
troductory remarks to each section should by all means be pre- 
served, and that no general preface, however excellent, can su- 
persede their utility. In many instances, the rules themselves 
can not, by strangers, be well understood without some such 
preliminary instruction. You have, if I mistake not, the prece- 
dent of the American Methodists on yoiu* side, who, in their 
Digest, published by Dr. Coke and Mr. Asbury, have adopted 
the same plan, or one nearly equivalent. Perhaps some assist- 
ance might be derived by you and your coadjutors from con- 
sulting what the Quakers call their ' Book of Extracts.' It is 
a small volume, the second edition of which was published in 
1802, and contains an arranged body of extracts from the Min- 
utes of their Yearly Meetings, composing together their present 
system of Disdpline. Almost any respectable Quaker in Bris- 
tol would lend it you. Perhaps the plan which they adopted 
for the examination and authoritative introduction of this Di- 
gest of their rules, when it had been drawn up by their com- 
mittee, might not be improper in our case. You will find it de- 
scribed in the Preface." 

When long experience had taught my father the difficulties 
of codification, he was much inclined to doubt whether it was 
not better to rest satisfied with a Compendium such as Grind- 
rod's, commanding general respect from the character of its 
author, and capable of easy verification or correction by refer- 
ence to authentic documents, than to attempt any official Di- 
gest. Any systematic arrangement of our laws would reveal 
redundancy as to some points, and a theoretical defectiveness 
as to others, and thus a logical necessity would be created for 
measures both of repeal and of enactment, which would prob- 
ably occasion discussion and difficulty exactly in proportion to 
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their real worthlessncss. That strangers can not easily ur.dv r- 
staiid our rules — the motive suggested fifty years ago by my 
father — scarcely counterbalances this consideration. In put- 
ting out our new shop-front, we may damage the foundation 
of the building. One sometimes wonders what would be the 
result if, during twenty years together, the Methodist people 
were patiently to follow John Wesley's advice, and simply to 
keep our rules instead of trying to mend them. Codification, 
it should be remembered, would create a necessity for amiCDd- 
ment, even were we all thus doing our duty. 

Tlie spring of 1809 brought with it a deluge of invitations 
to my father from all parts of the kingdom in reference to bis 
next appointment. The circuit stewards of those days were 
not perfimctory officials and they asked, entreated, and im- 
plored, invited, persuaded, and enticed him on all hands to 
commit himself to some pledge on the subject. But he would 
not make any engagement. Expressing a preference for IJv- 
erpool, he assured all aj^plicants that he would cheerfully labor 
in any Circuit to which the Conference might send Um. I 
conjecture that, in his anxiety to educate himself in the entire 
system of Methodism, he felt considerable indiffereice as to 
the precise place of his apprenticeship if only it provided him 
with a new field of observation and of usefiilncss. Two ex- 
ceptions must be made to this statement. The distance of 
Bristol from his mother's residence induced him to dedine, so 
far as he had any voice in the matter, an invitation from that 
circuit. The case of Bradford, it will be seen, rested upon an 
entirely different gromid. 

A letter to Mr. Marsden alludes to a subject which occauon- 
ed my father a great deal of annoyance and labor. " We have 
had a long and troublesome contest with our parish officers, 
who wished to fix a parish apprentice with each of the three 
married preachers, and intimated their purpose to renew the 
imposition at every succeeding change of preachers. As the 
fine for each refusal is £10, this would have been, in fiict^ a 
biennial tax of £30 on itinerancy as practiced among us. After 
various consultations of counsel, memorials to magistrates, etc., 
etc., we have at length, through a good Providence, arrived at 
a satisfactory result. Much to the mortification of the over- 
seers and their lawyer, the bench unanimously decided that 
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the preadiers' houses should be liable only in their turn with 
other houses ; and that, to secure this point, the stewards, and 
not the preachers, should be rated, pay all assessments, and be 
responsible for the apprentices. The officers, encouraged by 
the case at York, have also assessed all our chapels very heav- 
ily. But, disheartened perhaps by the failure of the former 
plan respecting apprentices, they have not, as yet, troubled us 
with any actual demand for the chapels." 

But by far the most interesting question of the year related 
to the operation of the provisions of Wesley's Deed-poll. By 
the terms of that instnmient the Conference consisted of one 
hundred ministers only ; but all the ministers pennitted by the 
District meetings to attend the Conference discharged its func- 
tions, except only in reference to the election of the president 
and of the secretary. Then arose the question as to the right 
of attendance, which was regulated by successive acts of legis- 
lation. When the number entitled to attend increased to 
something like two hundred, the elder ministers took alarm ; 
they feared that their influence and strictly legal rights would 
be destroyed by the power of adverse majorities. On the oth- 
er hand, a strong jealousy was felt by the younger ministers 
of any restriction of accustomed privileges. The subject was 
discussed at the Conference of 1808, and was ordered to be re- 
ported upon by the next ensuing District meetings. Entwisle, 
Griffith, Gaulter, the elder Jonathan Crowther, and Marsden, 
were some of those who corresponded with my father on the 
subject, and, though the tone of their communications was veiy 
moderate, it is easy to see that no little danger of angry excite- 
ment existed. A letter written by my father gives some ac- 
count of the proceedings of the District meeting held at Shef- 
field. I have reason to believe that the minutes were drawn 
up by himself, or at his instance, and were in accordance with 
his individual opuiions. I subjoin extracts. Those who have 
alleged that my father was unfriendly to the rights of his 
brethren and to free discussion within the walls of Conference 
will find they have been mistaken: " We wish an aimual report 
of the fimd to be sent to every member. We propose that 
every preacher at Conference found guilty of grossly neglecting 
to attend to the business which is transacted, or of absenting 
^Jiimself without leave, shall be prevented from attending for 

N2 
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four subsequent years, unless sent for. We disapprove of the 
I^ndon plan for raising a district fiind for chapels as imprac- 
ticable and unproductive. We propose that preachers received 
even on trial shall have read and approved our doctrinal Min- 
utes, and censure the precipitancy with which some, not duly 
recommended, are taken out at the close of Conference. In- 
stead of these hasty measures, we recommend greater attention 
to the duty of ' praying the Lord of the harvest.' We advise 
an inquiry into some reported gross violations of the rules re- 
specting singing and music in our chapels. We do not think 
it right that the young men, when publicly received into full 
connection, should occupy so large a share of the time in the 
relation of experience, but propose that a regular charge shall 
be addressed to them, and the senior brethren unite in solemn 
])rayer. We thank Mr. Benson for inserting in the Magazine 
the article from Macknight against female preaching ; wc wish 
Mr. Wesley's opinion on the same side, in his Works, vol. xix., 
p. 261, to be republished by authority of the Conference; we 
express our opinion that the practice is unscriptural, disgrace- 
ful to our connection, and eventually more mischievous than 
useful, and that it ought to be discountenanced. We inquire 
also whether our Welsh brethren do not sometimes employ a 
woman to open their new chapels, and censure those preachers 
who, instead of doing their ministerial work in person, are in 
the habit of resigning their pulpits to their wives. We* pro- 
pose a minute to the following effect : * The Conference ear- 
nestly recommend to the committees, superintendents, and 
teachers of all Methodist Sunday-schools, to adopt the plan on 
which these excellent institutions were first established, and 
which has been successfully tried at Manchester, Ijondon, Brad- 
ford, Sheffield, etc., etc. ; by teaching writing and arithmetic 
on week-day evenmgs only, so that the Lord's day may be 
spent in a regular attendance on worship, in reading or learn- 
ing to read the Scriptures, and in such instruction and jsxer- 
cises as are directly and evidently of a religious nature. Li all 
new schools hereafter established among us, let this plan be 
uniformly followed.' In answer to Q. 20 of last Minutes, that 
relating to attendance at Conference, we observe that, if our 
work continue to increase rapidly, some change of system will 
in a few years be unavoidable, and that then, perhaps, it would 
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be best to have provincial Conferences, hj uniting several of 
our present Districts ; a general Conference for legislation, etc., 
being held once in two or three years only. At present, we 
think no material departure from the existing system is advis- 
able : I. Because the inconveniences alleged are not yet so ur- 
gent as to render a change indispensable ; and we think mere 
experiments in legislation, uncalled for by pressing necessity, 
are dangerous. 2. Because the advantages of frequent and nu- 
merous Conferences counterbalance the inconveniences, by pro- 
moting brotherly love, by producing a union of opinion and of 
effort, and by furnishing the junior brethren with their best 
opportimities of studying the peculiar doctrines, discipline, and 
genius of Methodism, with all which it is of importance that 
they should be accurately acquainted at the earliest possible 
period of their itinerancy, before anti-Methodistical views and 
habits have been contracted. 3. Because the remedies pro- 
posed for the alleged inconveniences last Conference (viz., the 
restricting the number of attendants and votes by a new prin- 
ciple of exclusion, applying to one particular class of preachers) 
woidd occasion worse evils than that wliich it professes to 
cure ; would sanction a principle by which any other spiritual 
usurpation or anti-Christian hierarchy might afterward be in- 
troduced and defended ; would imply an unscriptural and in- 
tolerable attack on the ministerial character and equal rights 
of the juniors in full connection, and would therefore be dis- 
pleasing to God, and dangerous alike to the peace and stability 
of our connection." 

Before my father retired from public life, the niBnbers attend- 
ing the Conference were twice as many as at the time these 
minutes were wiitten. But I believe that the only modifica- 
tion which he would have suggested at the later period would 
have been to omit that portion of them which contemplated 
provincial Confei'ences. He became fully convinced that these 
would be attended with serious disadvantages and with grave 
perils. It is clear that, as ministers increase, and opportunities 
of personal converse and friendship become less frequent, a very 
strong case must be made out to justify any change of the 
present system ; and, to say nothing of the legal and other 
difficulties which would attend the alteration, it would seem 
that no evils at present exist which may not be* easily reme- 
died without resorting to it. 
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About ibis period of my father^s history, it was the not un- 
common practice of District meetings to discuss the condition 
and requirements of the connection at large, and to embody 
their opinions in minutes forwarded to the Conference. I see 
no occasion for regret that this custom does not now generally 
prevail. It is easy to see that projects of change affecting the 
entire body will be freer both from personal and from local 
bias, and will, therefore, be more hkely to result in measures 
of sound general policy, when originated for discussion at the 
Conference itself, or in committees intrusted with the several 
departments of administration. 

At the Conference of 1809, of which Thomas Taylor was 
president, the question of attendance at the Conference was 
left substantially in the position which the minutes of the Shef- 
field District meeting had recommended. Other measures of 
the same session, relating chiefly to finance, had their origin in 
my fiither's attention to that department of connectional af- 
fairs. There are also traces of the results of my father's cor- 
respondence with Mr. Longridge on the subject of family re- 
ligion. I fmd, too, that the practice of giving a charge to the 
young ministers received into full connection was established 
at this Conference. A speech delivered by my father during 
the earlier part of the proceedings secured for him the life-long 
gratitude and affection of the late Rev. David M^NicoU. He 
and one of his colleagues had, during the preceding year, ^of 
malice aforethought," and without the sanction of their super- 
intendent, established a society for the mental improvement of 
the younger members of one of their congregations. Grave 
charges were preferred at the District meeting, and were trans- 
mitted to the Conference. I can not believe that my father 
was induced to palliate any very serious case of insubordina- 
tion. K he did, I must plead as his apology the charm of liis 
first acquaintance with one of the most amiable and accom- 
plished men who ever encountered the toils of the Methodist 
itinerancy. 

One event only of any great domestic interest took place in 
tlie second year of lAy father's residence at Sheffield. In De- 
cember, 1808, his second daughter was bom. Mr. Myles bap- 
tized her by the name of her grandmother, Mary Redfem. 

I have been favored with a communication from Mrs. New- 
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^on which relates partly to this period. Though it refers to 
other periods also, earlier and later, and makes mention almost 
38 frequently of my mother as of my father, I can not persuade 
myself to'break the continuity of the narrative. The Methodist 
commonity need not be reminded that Robert Newton's widow 
still survives ; but the record which, in her eightieth year, she 
lias written on this occasion, will excite a yet livelier interest 
in her wel&re, and will ehcit many a hearty prayer to Almighty 
Ood for the increasing comfort and honor of her last days. 

"The third year after our marriage," writes Mrs. Newton, 

**I returned from Glasgow by way of London. My dear hus- 

l>and was about to attend the Conference there. I hoped that 

the introduction of him to my friends in the metropolis would 

Temove the prejudice they had formed against Methodism, and 

^would restore me again to their favor. My wishes were ful- 

:filled. My fn^ids said we were bom for each other. It was 

during my visit there that, after taking a walk one day with 

Mrs. — — , we turned into one of the vestries connected with 

City Road Chai>el. The Conference was then sitting ; and my 

companion was informed that her husband was about to be 

stationed, not, as she expected, in some pai*t of London, but 

elsewhere. Poor Mrs. felt this exceedingly, and became 

very warm on the subject. An interesting young lady stand- 
ing by, after a few ineffectual attempts to console her said, 
* Well, if my husband were ordered to some other station by 
the Conference, I should think it right to acquiesce without 

murmuring.' *You!' said poor Mrs. : *it becomes you 

to say so resignedly, when you well know there is such a strife 
to obtain and retain him.' I hked the sentiment of the young 
lady, and inquired who she w^as ; and was answered, * The re- 
cently-married wife of Jabez Bunting.' This was the first time 
I heard your father's name with any interest ; and it was not 
till we had been two years in Rotherham and one in Sheffield 
that^we became personally acquainted. Mr. Bunting succeed- 
ed Mr. Haslam in Sheffield : Mrs. Haslam was ill, and could not 
at once remove with him to his new circuit ; and the late Mr. 
Holy and his kind lady requested your father and mother to 
be their guests. Soon aft;er their arrival I made my first call, 
and with more interest than I usually felt on such occasions. 
ShaU I tell you of our first introduction — so perfectly charac- 
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terigtic of your dear mother ? Mr. Bmiting had his foot on t 
chair, and she was stitchmg a loop that had failed in his hhck 
silk stocking, on his *thcn remarkably finely-formed leg — mncb 
admired in those days, when trowsers were worn only by sea- 
men. Tlie footman announced my name, and Mrs. B. desisted 
from her work for a few moments, and we shook hands. Then, 
with one of the looks |)eculiar to her, half droll, half serions, she 
Koid to me, ^Do you mend your husband's stockings?' Of 
course, I answered in the affiimative. * Oh, well, then,' she 
said, ' I will finish my job,' and in a few miimtcs Mr. Booting 
and she were conversing with me rather as old friends than as 
those so newly introduced to my acquaintance. On parting, I 
said I hoi>ed we should meet often ; and your mother replied, 
^I have no objection to be very thick with you.' Such was 
our first meeting. They removed as soon as possible to their 
house in Car>'er Street, in which street we also resided. Tlie 
youngest child was taken ill, and in a few days afi^r your h- 
thcr came in a distressed state of mind, and requested me to go 
to Mrs. Bunting, for he feared the poor child was dying. I 
joined them immediately, and found your mother with the babe 
on her knee, e\'idcnt]y in the latest struggle. I thought of my 
own one child, and had no difficulty in joining my tears with 
theirs. A few hours, and their first girl was gone ; and, until 
after her fimeral, I spent the morning and afternoon with the 
sorrowing parents, and at dusk they retmncd with me to tea, 
and we parted only when it was time to retire for the ni^t 
Thus passed the first week of their bereavement. Your h- 
ther's first efibrt after the child's death was to obtain its like- 
ness before it was removed from his sight. I sat by the artist 
much of the time while lie attempted the sketch, and unclosed 
its little eyes to show their lovely blue. Tlius was sealed an 
intimacy that caused us much pleasure in oiur early life, and 
that continued to the end. The society in Sheffield was very, 
very hospitable, and invitations for dinner, tea, and suj^r 
were so general, that we agreed to decline all visits on the 
Sabbath, and engaged to spend the evenings of that day al- 
ternately at each other's houses. This arrangement continued, 
and, I think, without any interruption, during the year we spent 
together in Sheffield. Our dear husbands enjoyed the relaxa- 
Ful converse and oi Ta\x\A]^C\iTveNasNCL^<Q[S^ 
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times mixed with the little marvels of our children's prowess 
during the week, and the social meal after their Sabbath toils, 
for they had usually had long walks or rides, preached three 
times, and attended to their other duties as Methodist miiiis- 
tefs. Our frequent meetings at each other's houses, and at 
the tables of our kind friends in Sheffield, did not allow many, 
days to pass without spending some hours together, and your 
mother and myself seldom walked out on business or on pleas- 
ure alone — when on pleasure, often accompanied by our nurses 
and children, who kept within our view, and were an ever- 
pleasing topic of conversation. Plans for their future benefit 
were proposed and discussed with the earnestness of youthful 
mothers who had yet all to learn on the subject of education, 
and the difficult task of subjecting a mother's feelings to con- 
victions of duty. While happy in having found such a com- 
panion as your mother, I was still more so in being under the 
ministry of your father, whose beautifully clear manner of ex- 
pounding the Word of God, and then of bringing it to bear on 
my religious feelings, was such as I had not previously met 
with, while in our friendly parties abroad and in our family 
intercourse his conversation was uniformly serious and in- 
structive. Like his ministry in the pulpit, every word had its 
proper place, and every sentence might have been digested 
previously, whatever was the subject of discourse. Sometimes 
your dear mother's uncontrollable wit suddenly disturbed our 
gravity; but he was never seen otherwise than in his ovm 
proper character as a minister of the Gospel of Christ. I 
thought I could perceive in him a natural warmth of temper, 
and secretly admired the power of grace in its subjection, 
though he was ever earnest where the cause of religion was 
endangered. K I evef saw liim warm, it was in reference to 
the desecration of the Sabbath, as to which he was painfully 
opposed. Would we had more such advocates in this day of 
strife on the subject ! I remember, when in Sheffield, I had 
taken my child into a field behind the house during the time 
her nurse was at chapel. I casually mentioned having done 
so at our evening's social meeting, when he rather sharply re- 
proved me, not for the thing itself, but for the example. ' If 
Mrs. Newton be seen walking about during Divine seridce, 
what Methodist need refrain from a like indulgence? ' Tlius he 
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spoke ; and my own dear husband smiled approvingly.. I saw 
they were right, and that I oaght to abstain from the appear- 
ance of evil. It has had an influence on me during my long 
life, and I now pity the Christian who can not enjoy the duties 
of the Sabbath, and find in them a relaxation after the ux da>V 
toil of the preceding week. I need not say your father was 
popular in Sheffield. He was always so ; but bis ministxy was 
evidently greatly valued for its efficiency. The two friends, 
Newton and Bunting, went in unison of spirit to their work, 
and not only every Sabbath, but on many evenings during the 
week, met and talked over the cares of the circuit and the 
mercies of the day, concluding with family worship. After a 
year thus spent we found it a trial to separate. Wc removed 
to Huddersfield, and they remxdned another year in Sheffield. 
For the two years following our intercourse was interrupted; 
but wc still had sometimes an inter\'iew with your father when 
engaged in occasional sen-ices, and he came to christen onr 
oldest boy in the chapel at Holmfirth. It was a time of great 
interest to the kind friends there. Never shall I forget the 
fervency of his prayer for the child at the conclusion of the 
service. From Holmfirth we removed to London, and in the 
course of our sojourn there Mr. Bunting was called to baptize 
our next child in the Hinde Street Chapel. I almost forgot 
the delicate state of my health while I conversed, with my dear 
husband and with him, of old times and of future prospects. 
My health induced my dear husband to remove to a countrv 
station. It was about the time of the first missionary meeting 
at Leeds, and from Mr. Bunting at that time I had an account 
of the commencement of a work that has been, and is increas- 
ingly, of such importance in the Church. One short year be^ 
fore I had the pleasure of entertaming l5r. Coke, who, with my 
husband, had been (I should think) on his last begging expe- 
dition before he left for India, so soon to be called up higher, 
and to leave his consecrated work in other hands. For sever- 
al years subsequently to 1815 our residences were widely dis- 
tant ; but in 1824, when we were in Salford, Mr. Bunting came 
to Manchester, and we renewed our friendly intercourse. Many 
of our children were then come to an age when we could no 
longer amuse ourselves with their little weaknesses, but were 
tremblingly alive to our o^wn Tesi^oTk%iV]\\v\:\%ft wA \a >X»sa fdr 
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turo welfiire. Many were the conversations between your 
mother and myself on subjects so interesting. Our next meet- 
ing as neighbors was at Liverpool. Her health was declining, 
but I little thought I should so soon lose my early friend. The 
last time I saw her she was very ill in Liverpool, and, though 
we did not apprehend danger, your dear father's spirits were 
very low, and she was painfully learning the hard lesson that 
to do God^s will was over, and to suffer it was begun. I have 
only to record my remembrance of her uniform moral worth. 
Few knew her more intimately than myself. We were of dif- 
ferent temperaments. Your mother's wit was often irrepressi- 
ble, but it was never frivolous ; and, when her heart was laid 
most open to the inspection of her friends, it was found on the 
side of true religion and of the strictest honor. She once said 
to me, ' I should hate myself if I thought my frivolity had given 
pain to any one.' My disposition was very different : I was 
romantic, sentimental, and grave ; and our mutual fiiendship 
seemed to mould our differences into what was good for both. 
We never differed in ophiion but with renewed friendship as 
its consequence. Thus far of your dear father's partner in 
early life. Her cheerfulness tempered his solemnity, but never 
stood in the way of right. His mind was honored by all who 
knew him, and rightly appreciated by his wife. He was ever 
a warm Methodist. Perhaps I have thought that hb enthusi- 
asm, as I first knew him when young, 1>ecamc not less pure in 
consequence of his connection in later days with the Evangeli- 
cal Alliance, breathing a sublime feeling of unity with all who 
love the Master. I have also thought that the mutual friend- 
ship of our husbands was favorable to their respective charac- 
ters. Your father's solid, mathematical way of thinking and 
speaking checked the exuberance of my dear husband's imagin- 
ation and liveliness. Both were called into the ministry at 
the same time, and both became what is called popular. What 
is more to be valued, by the instrumentality of both, young as 
they were, the Church was edified and multiplied. My o^\^l 
husband, your dear mother admitted in one of our friendly 
controversies, preached at times very great sermons, but she 
added, ' My husband never preaches a little one.' I could not 
contradict her, though I did not, at the moment, quite relish 
the imputation conveyed. It has ever been pleasant to me to 
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feel assured that the friendship of our husbands continued un- 
abated to the end of one life, and I doubt not the recollection 
of its early formation and long continuance gratefully remained 
on the mind of the other during his few remaining years. Our 
families were dispersed, but were never heard of, in weal or 
woe, but with warm interest on both sides. I have lived re- 
tired for some years, and have seen little of your dear father, 
of liis children, or of the respectable lady who solaced his lat- 
ter days ; but his children are never mentioned in my hearing 
without producing a warm interest in their present and future 
welfare, and a recurrence to some of the many conversations I 
have had with their dear mother on their hopes for this life 
and for that to come. That mother and the fathers of our 
children are gone. I remain alone. No, not alone; for the 
Husband of the widow and the Father of the fatherless is ever 
near me. May Jabez Bunting and Robert Newton and their 
children's mothers meet in heaven !'' 

While stationed in the Sheffield circuit my father preached 
on five hundred and sixteen occasions. I conclude the chapter 
with James Montgomery's estimate of the general character of 
his ministry: ^^IIc is a great man: he delivers the most im- 
portant scriptural tiniths in such a way as to make them appear 
plam and familiar ; so much so, indeed, that some of his intelli- 
gent hearers are occasionally almost tempted to believe they 
could themselves do what he does with so much apparent ease ; 
yet they are very much mistaken ; for that very simplicity of 
language, which involves so much fullness and fitness of thought, 
shows also how perfectly the preacher has attained that ^ art to 
conceal art,' which is the result of successful study. I heard 
him constantly when he was stationed at Sheffield several years 
since, and still remember many of his sermons." 



HIS EARLY MINISTBY AT MVEKPOOL. 807 



CHAPTER XV. 

HIS SABLT MINISTRY AT LIVERPOOL. 

Appointment to Liverpool. — ^William Bramwell. — James Buckley. — Suc- 
cessful Ministry. — Correspondence. — His own Letters as to teaching Writ- 
ing on the Sabbath. — Letters from Moore on miscellaneous Topics. — Dr. 
Magee*s Attack upon the Methodists. — The Case of Brighouse Chapel. — 
Management of the Connectional Funds.— Thomas Rankin's Bequests.^* 
The Death of Robert Lomas.— The Conference of 1810.— Dr. Clarke's 
Commentary. — Letters from Edward Hare and Robert Newton. — The In- 
fluence of IVustces oyer Church Management. — Lord Sidmouth*s Bill. — 
Ricliard Watson.^-The Use of Organs and of Liturgies.— The Confer- 
ence of 1811. 

At Liverpool, to which town my father removed soon after 
the Conference of 1809, he was placed under the superintend- 
ence of William Bramwell, succeeded, during the second year, 
by Joseph Entwisle. James Bogie and the elder Theophilus 
Lessey were his colleagues, the latter subsequently exchanged 
for James Buckley. These names must be passed over in al- 
most total silence. Bramwell has been before mentioned, and 
his occasional disregard of those laws of order and of peace 
which are essential to the unity and usefuhiess of the Church 
can never obliterate from its grateful memory his deep piety 
and fervent zeal. A biography might still be written of hun 
which should exhibit his example to the imitation of the Meth- 
odist people, without, on the one hand, any enthusiastic eulogy 
of his defects, or, on the other, too much effort to conceal them. 
In the delineation of the character of good men, it is well to 
state it just as it is. The most obvious errors, while they show 
the natural tendency of the mind, show, also, and make conspic- 
uous, the better qualities, innate or ingrafted, which, on the 
whole, prevailed. The stem and ascetic revivalist at Liver- 
pool, somewhat apt to believe that great gifts and great graces 
were never bestowed upon the same minister, soon found out 
that his young colleague was at least as zealous as himself, and 
was delighted with the visible success which attended the com- 
mon labors of the co-pastorate. Even as -to his ovm wonder- 
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ful power of storming the consciences of careless sinners, Bram- 
well rejoiced to know that he did not stand alone, or, indeed, 
pre-eminent among them. 

For notices of Bogie and of Lessey, the latter name render- 
ed more famous by the son than by the father, I most refer to 
the usual channels of information. Both were of longer min- 
isterial standing than my father, and, though he contracted for 
them a lasting respect, no very close intimacy resulted from the 
connection. 

It was otherwise in the case of James Buckley, who be- 
came, and to the time of his death continued, one of my father^s 
most affectionate and trusty friends. To those who were fa- 
miliar with Buckley's refinement both of manner and of char- 
acter, it was a surprise to hear that he sprang from an obscure 
family in a district of Lancashire, which, during his childhood 
and early training, was as uncivilized as could be found in 
Christian England. But he inherited the good sense and 
shi-ewdness of his race ; and, when grace polished the diamond, 
it was worthy of a better setting than the conditions and con- 
tingencies of the Methodist itinerancy sometimes permitted. 
His brethren, however, loved him, and knew his worth, and, by 
their influence, he was introduced to positions of great imi>ort- 
ance, wliich he always worthily sustained. His settlement in 
South Wales, after forty-two years' seri-ice, removed liim from 
general observation, and inferior men of his standing are bet- 
ter known to this generation. The last Conference he attend- 
ed was that which commemorated the centenary of Methodism. 
He was present at the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, admin- 
istered, as is usual, at the close of the session. The same even- 
ing he fell ill, and in a few days " the end" of the " upright" 
man was once more acknowledged to be "peace." 

The two years spent by my father at Liverpool among a kind 
and an intelligent people were some of the happiest of his early 
ministry. Though yet young, he had felt his ground. His 
popularity as a preacher, and his high connectional position — 
perhaps, more than both, the struggles through which he had 
passed in his preceding circuit — ^had forced on him some knowl- 
edge of bis powers, and, by increasing his sense of responsibil- 
ity, had put him upon more vigorous effort to serve the Church. 
The local results are, to a large extent, harvested in Paradise. 
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Some, liowever, who, by his " mouth, heard the word of the 
the Gospel" and beUeved, "remain to this present;" and, hav- 
ing long studied the life of their spiritual father, have now 
learned the unpressive lessons of his death. I have read of the 
iunerals of barbarian chiefs round which were gathered not only 
their own mourning kinsmen, but those also of multitudes of 
murdered slaves ; slain, if to give a deeper pathos to the public 
sorrow, yet chiefly to surround the spirit in another world with 
the "pomp and circumstance" to which it was accustomed here. 
So " the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel," and Super- 
stition writes its most touching fictions in letters of blood. But, 
*'in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, at His coming," how 
stately a retinue will attend him who has recently departed ! — 
the triumphant Savior, indeed, clahning as His own, and gath- 
ering around His blessed Person not only " the whole family" 
of the " children" " given" Him, but every " good and faithful 
servant" recognizing the converts of his individual ministry as 
his " glory and joy." 

Extracts from my father's correspondence must now be still 
fewer and more brief. It refers to almost every conceivable 
subject. The spiritual and financial state of the connection ; 
tidings from former circuits ; news of events of national con- 
cern ; applications for assistance on charitable occasions ; spec- 
ulations in Geology ; offers to explain the Book of the Revela- 
tion ; strictures on sermons, on the pulpit-manner of the preach- 
er, and on the dress or demeanor of himself and his wife, in- 
fants, and domestics ; suggestions as to the pointed application 
of discourses to persons who were to be brought to hear 
them ;* challenges to public discussion by all kinds of petty 

* Take a specimen: '^Did I not feel in my own mind a certainty that 
you would kindly pardon the liberty I am taking in thns addressing yon, I 
sbonld not presume to trouble yon. I will rely on your good-nature to ex- 
cose roc when you consider the motive by which I am actuated. I have 
lately had a conversation with a friend of mine (an oflSccr in the — — ), 
and have at last so far got the better of his almost unconquerable prejudices 

as to have obtained his promise to accompany me this evening to 

Street Chapel. Knowing something of his disposition, I presume to trouble 
yon with his symptoms, which you will notice or not, as seems best to your 
better judgment. He is much prejudiced against the Methodists. He is 
loyal to his king, I believe, but doubts their loyalty ; has a good share of 
personal consequence and pride, and seems to believe religion well enough 
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sectaries, backed by all kinds of threats, entreaties, and entice- 
ments ; communications from yoimg preachers inviting notice, 
and asking advice as to the conduct of their studies ; conject- 
ures, expectations, and sometimes expressions of anxious de- 
sire as to the future stations of ministers ; stories of smaU feuds 
between great men, forgotten by the parties themselves before 
the ink was dry ; inquiries as to the price of timber at the port, 
cheap chapels being in requisition ; endeavors to ascertain the 
character and circumstances of the writers of begging-letters, 
for the guidance of cautious givers at a distance ; strictly pri- 
vate inquiries as to the eligibility of young ladies for the itin- 
erancy ; projects of all sorts of institutions, literary, benevolent, 
and religious ; solicitations of patronage from authors as yet 
unsuccessful, and from very enterprising publishers ; announce- 
ments of births, marriages, and deaths, of persons known and 
unknown, of all ages, and in all quarters of the globe, each re- 
quiring a suitable and immediate reply of congratulation or of 
condolence — this is a very imperfect index to the letters which 
lie before the biographer of any man who occupied a position 
such as that now filled by my father. Some have spoken to 
me since I began to write these volumes as if the examination 
of his papers, accumulated during sixty years, must necessarily 

for the vulgar ; believes himself as good as other people ; allows it would be 
as well not to get drank quite so often or to swear so much ; seems to have 
no fear but he will go to heaven ; does not want common sense. I think he 
seemed most to notice what I said of religion increasing instead of dimin- 
ishing our comforts, and that it did not forbid as to smile. I fancied he 
listened with a good deal of attention, and a tincture of alarm, at what I 
said of the certainty of death and judgment, and the happiness of heaveu 
or the torments of hell, and that we must choose one or the other. He of- 
surcs roe that, when he gets old, he shall probably consider this sort of 
things, but that young people have no business to think on such melancholy 
subjects, as it only hurts their spirits. Again entreating your foipveneas 
for thus trespassing upon your time, and praying you may say something 
that may penetrate to his heart, allow me to subscribe myself," etc I have 
a great respect for the writer of this letter. But, as a rule, would it be wise 
to try so to point public discourse as to strike individuals rather than class- 
es ? There are popular preachers nowadays who are never happy except 
when they are making some hearer believe that they know the deepest se- 
crets of his conscience, and are able to assure him of his personal, fatal, and 
inevitable doom. Surely what God has not told to them they can not tell 
to others. And can any thing more deeply degrade the ordinance of 
~ ing than such random methods of trying to do good ? 
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have revealed to me secrets which not prudence merely, but 
the honor of religion and of Methodism, would require me to 
preserv'e inviolate. It is right that I should state, in one ex- 
plicit sentence, that very few secrets have been discovered ; 
and, with tlie exception of cases of evil which, sooner or later, 
have become notorious, scarcely one of which even an uncan- 
did reader could take mischievous advantage. Certainly the 
correspondence might be published without any imputation 
upon the purity and disinterestedness of the very large num- 
ber of persons sustaining a Christian reputation with whom my 
father had to deal. 

Letters from Hare and Grindrod became, from this date, A'ery 
long and numerous, and, though but few of my father's replies 
are preserved, they were punctual and communicative. With 
Griffith, Entwisle, and Marsden, the accustomed interchange 
of information and of opinions still continued. 

During the first few months of my father's appointment to 
Liverpool, Hare's letters related chiefly to the subject which 
had given my father so much trouble in his foiiner circuit. 
The advocates of teachmg writing on the Sunday gathered 
round Mr. Myles, and that easy superintendent not only con- 
ceded the matter in dispute, but altered his own views, and, by 
all the means which the Constitution placed within his power, 
and by some which he improvised for the occasion, favored the 
few &ctious men whom my father had successfully confronted. 
Some of them had been dismissed from the society; but Mr. 
Myles, within a fortnight after my father's removsJ, procured 
the tacit consent of the leaders' meeting to their readmittance, 
on condition that, for the future, they promised submission to 
authority, and that they made a suitable apology to the minis- 
ter who had left them for various acts of impertinence and of 
injury which he had suffered at their hands. Hare, who re- 
mained in the circuit, together with Valentine Ward and Da- 
vid M'NicoU, who had just arrived, after vainly plying the 
chief minister with arguments and expostulations, deemed it 
best to sit by in indignant silence, and to permit him to pursue 
his own course. The schools originally commenced in opposi- 
tion to the judgnient of the regular circuit tribunal were now 
taken under its patronage, and the protest so boldly made 
agidnst the violation of the Sabbath seemed, for the time, to 
have been utterly thrown away. 
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The malcontents had no difficulty in tendering a fresh adhe- 
sion to the discipline of the connection, but they shrank from 
the fancied degradation of apologizing to a ddeated enemy. 
There was no hope of inducing the leaders' meeting to dispense 
with this condition, and the superintendent was at his wits' 
end ; so he wrote to my father, informing him that he had 
heard, through Mr. Holy, that one of the persons concerned 
was sorry if he had done any thing wrong ; hoping the apology 
would be accepted ; expressing his wish to hear in reply ; and 
concluding, '* We have had the best love-feast last Sunday that 
ever I saw in Sheffield, and yesterday we had a very peaceful 
and loving Quarterly meeting. My prayer is that the Lord 
may be with us, and keep us from sjl evil." 

If John Wesley himself had written such a letter as this to 
my father, it would have been treated by him with the silence 
which he obser\'ed on the present occasion. But to Mr. Hare 
and to Mr. Holy he expressed himself in terms which are wor- 
thy of record. To the former he wTote, on December 23d, 
1809, on the back of a conmiunication which he had received 
from Mr. Holy : 

" My very deab Bbothbb, — ^Having just received this let- 
ter from Mr. Holy, I am inclined to reply, but think it best to 
send you the letter first (having no time to copy the material 
parts) and to request your advice how to answer. That ad- 
vice is the more necessary, because I can not exactly under- 
stand what is the state of affiurs in Sheffield. I wish much to 
have done with this painful business. It is useless to protract 
the defense of one point when the main positions have been 
treacherously surrendered. The idea that strikes me at pres- 
ent is to tell Mr. Holy that with him I am willing to conmiuni- 
cate on this subject, being confident of the sincerity of his 
friendly professions, and satisfied that I am safe in trusting 
myself to a correspondence with him ; that I am more- than 
ever convinced that Sunday-school writing is unlawful ; that I 
am confirmed in this opinion by the concurrent judgment of 
such men as Benson, Moore, Wood, Joseph Taylor, Griffith, 
Lomas, and almost all the leading seniors in our own connec- 
tion, and by that of some of the most respectable clergymen in 
the Establishment and dissenting bodies in various parts of the 
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kingdom, who, ha>dng heard of what has passed, have volun- 
tarily conveyed to me their sentiments of approval of our con- 
duct, and of regret that what they consider as an awful abuse 
of the Sabbath should be defend^ by any who profess Chris- 
tianity ; that even most of those who, if the subject had been 
resumed and decided at our Conference, would have voted 
against a minute requiring our people to abandon the practice, 
would yet have been heartily glad that the people themselves, 
or a majority of them, should be brought, of themselves, and 
without the interference of the Conference, to exchange Sim- 
day writing for week-day writing ; that I consider some of the 
measures pursued at Sheffield since the Conference to have be- 
trayed toward our friends a spirit of downright, barefaced per- 
secution, and that for conscience' sake, which is highly disgrace- 
ful to the parties concerned in it, but worthy of men whose 
only steady principle is policy, and who have notoriously sac- 
rificed consistency and friendship to convenience and to fac- 
tion; that, however men may change, truth and the fourth 
conunandment change not ; and that 1, as well as those who 
acted with me, have the consolation of knowing that our work 
is with the Lord, and our judgment not with our opponents 
and calumniators, but with our God ; that, as to -that part of 

the lousiness which is personal between and myself^ it 

was not I, but a full leaders' meeting, that made an apology to 
me the condition of his readmission ; that, in point of £Eust, to 
me he has yet made nothing hke apology, but that I have not, 
nor ever had, any personal ill-will toward him ; and that, if the 
leaders themselves think proper to forgive him without his ful- 
filling the condition of making an apology to me, I have no 
disposition to obstruct the extension of their mercy to him. 
Of my forgiveness he may rest assured, and of my best wishes 
for his present and eternal happiness. Will this do ? If it 
will, shsJl I send it to Mr. Holy, or directly to the leaders ? 
Will the latter plan of acting be imconstitutional, or do more 
harm than good ? Write freely by return of post, and inclose 
this letter in yours. You see my wish. I would end the bus- 
iness in a peaceable, yet bold, honest, and spirited way. 
** I am, as ever, your very affectionate, J. Bunting.'* 

To Mr. Holy he wrote : " There is one part of your letter tA 
Vol. I.- 
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which yon probably expect that I shoiild return some answer. 
It relates to a topic which is to me extremely mipleasant, and 
on which, in fact, I had determined that I would not again 
write at large to any person in Sheffield, unless regularly and 
officially called upon to do so. Mr. Myles's letter I do not con- 
sider as an official call. It did not convey to me the idea that 

Mr. ^'s restoration is yet suspended, as you seem now to 

intimate that it is, on my acceptance of an apology to be made 
by him to me, but merely informs me of the new measures 
which have been adopted in the Sheffield school since Con- 
ference — ^mentions, among other things, what Mr. said to 

you on the 20th of September, and then simply adds, *Thus 
we have endeavored to end our unhappy disputes.* Of course 
I inferred tliat those disputes were ended, and I had no dis- 
position to revive them by discussing the justice or injustice, 
the fitness or unfitness of that end. It is true, Mr. Mylcs docs 
say in his postscript, * I hope you will accept of Mr. ^'s apol- 
ogy.' But I have not yet received one single line of apology 

from Mr. . He has never written to me at all since I left 

Sheffield. Of me, indeed, he and some others of his party did 
write to the Conference, making statements which were not 
correct. But, notwithstanding this fresh attempt to injure me, 
if he had wiitten to me, as the leaders required, he should still 
have seen that, according to my former promise, I would not 
have exacted from him any very hard or difficult concessions ; 
and I can not help expressing to you some surprise that, if he 
be so penitent as is represented, ho should not at once have 
evinced that penitence by complying with the requisition of 
the leaders' meeting, held July 17th, wliich requisition runs 
thus : * That he apologize to Mr. Bimting, if Mr. Bunting be liv- 
ing, for his ill-natured and false insinuation concerning him in 
the meeting of the leaders on Monday, May 8th.' Having then, 
as yet, no official call to write on this subject, I tliink myself 
at liberty to decline any correspondence with Mr. Myles re- 
specting it. He does me the honor, indeed, to intimate, in the 
postscript above-mentioned, that he would be ^glad to hear 
from' me ; but, considering that, if I wrote to him at all under 
present circumstances, some notice of this business would be 
unavoidable, I judged it best, on the whole, to consign it to 
fiilenoe and oblivion ; and nothkig but my great personal re- 
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flpect for yonrself would have induced me even noV to enter 
into this explanation of my conduct. By my 6od, and by those 
who have known every thing connected with this aflSiir from 
its beginning to its end, I have no doubt that my silence to Mr. 
Myles will not be blamed ; it is no small proof of my wish to 
^foUow peace with all men.' So much about not having an- 
swered Mr. Myles's letter. As to Mr. ^ I must now farther 

observe that it was not I, but a leaders' meeting (with only five 
dissenting votes), who, of their own accord, and from their 
full conviction of the false and injurious nature of the language 
used concerning me in their presence, insisted on an apology 
from him to me as one condition of his readmission. This 
requisition of theirs, above exactly quoted, certainly demands 
a mode of reparation very different from any thing which has 
yet been offered. Now I have no power to annul the solemn 
and repeated decision of a competent and Methodistical tribu- 
nal, nor can I see it right to tease and weary them into a third 
trial of the same cause after their regular and conscientious 
adjudication of it. Yet you, as a friend, will say that, as I have 
not, nor ever had, any personal ill-will to Mr. ^ if the lead- 
ers themselves are of opinion that they can justly and right- 
eously revoke their former spontaneous resolution, or alter the 
terms and tenor of it, I have not the inclination, whatever right 
I might plead, to arrest the operation of their clemency. This 
is for them to consider ; and be the responsibility theirs, not 

mine. In any case, Mr. may rest assured of my hearty 

forgiveness, and of my best wishes for his present and eternal 
happiness. While I thus disclaim the intention of preferring 
any appeal against any future proceeding of the leaders' meet- 
ing on that part of the busmess which is personal between me 

and Mr. , I owe it to truth and conscience at the same 

time to declare that, as to the grand point in dispute, my judg- 
ment remains unaltered. I am more than ever convinced by 
an examination of the Bible, and by an inquiry into facts, that 
the practice of teadiing wnting and arithmetic on the Lord's 
day is unnecessary, inexpedient, mischievousi, and, above all, 
unlawfril ; that it is not a trivial evil, but in its consequences 
and tendencies one of the most serious magnitude ; and that 
an enlightened regard even to the temporal advantage, and 
much more to the spiritual interests of the rising generation 
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themselvJI, as well as our obligation to obey with literal acco- 
racy the whole revealed law of Ood^ would suggest that all 
secular arts should be taught on week-day evenings only to 
those who regularly attend for stiU higher purposes in the 
Lord's-day schools. In this opinion I am confirmed by the 
sentiments which were avowed at our last Conference by Messrs. 
Benson, Moore, Clarke, James Wood, Joseph Taylor, Griffith, 
Barber, Lomas, and others, especially of our senior teachen, 
and by the concurring judgment of the most judicious and 
pious clergymen of the Establishment and Dissenting ministers 
of the greatest eminence in this kingdom ; some of whom, 
having heard of what has been done and undone at Sheffield, 
have within the last four months voluntarily communicated to 
me their feelings of deep surprise and regret that what thej 
consider as so great an abuse of the Christian Sabbath should 
be defended or practiced by any serious people. Such, then, 
as was my opinion, such is my opinion still ; for I trust in 
God's mercy ever to save me from the guilt of sacrificing prin- 
ciple to policy, conscience to custom, or consistency and friend- 
ship to convenience and faction. Having thus told yoo, my 
dear sir, all that is in my heart, with that frankness which a 
friend has a right to expect, and which becomes a man ^• 
suaded that he has God's imchanged and imchangeable comr 
mandment on his side, I now take leave of the subject, sincerdy 
iioping that not even tfee attention due to one whom I so much 
respect as yourself will render it necessary ever again to recur 
to it. Whether you show to any other person this pri\'ate 
communication Avritten solely for your own eye, and designed 
to explain and justify to yoiur own mind my conduct and views, 
must be left to your discretion. But I do most particularly 
request and urge that, if it be shown at all, the whole of tWs 
letter, and not any partial extract of its contents, may be di- 
vulged. Excuse the trouble of this long epistle, which I do 
assiu-e you it can not be more impleasant for you to read than 
it has been for me to write ; and beheve that I am, with my 
own and my wife's affectionate regards to yourself^ Mrs. IL, 
and your daughters, with best love to all my Sheffield friendS| 
of whom I often think with much esteem, and with Christian 
good-will even to my Sheffield opponents, persecutors, and 
alanderersj your obliged and vcrj i^\!bi\ii ^^tA ^oA^Rsr^^s^ 
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Two very characteristic letters from Mr. Moore, from which 
I give extracts (but without indorsing his opinions), relate to 
controversies which subsisted between him and some eminent 
laymen in the metropolis relative to his desire, and to their dis- 
like, that he should be appointed to the City Road Circuit. It 
appears that the subject had been mentioned at the preceding 
Conference, and that my father's sentiments, as there express- 
ed, were much to the writer's satisfaction. " I have preached 
at the New Chapel, and there is at least no outward hostility. 
But still my mind is very sore. I think it bodes no good to the 
work or servants of God when such a process is needful for a 
Methodist preacher respecting a Methodist chapel. I could 
not, without losing a pure conscience, keep any preacher out 
of any chapel to which I was appointed, unless an accusation 
were preferred, and pending the regular hearing of that accu- 
sation. I am certain the local preachers or leaders of London 
would not suffer any of their body to be thus treated. They 
would feel it as their own cause. Ought wo not to have the 
same feeling ? A superior feeling ? Our calling is the high- 
est, and all must stand or fall with us. Yet my brethren would 
always consider it as a personal thing — as my afiair. I always 
looked upon it as a blow at the root. I really fear that, when 
a few are gone hence who knew Mr. Wesley and what Meth- 
odism was, the Conference will become a very servile assembly 
— something like a Yorkshire statute — a place to be hired at. 
What will the work be then ? Will it be the work of God ? 
Who will answer for this unscriptural change ? I shall be hap- 
py if this afiair should make the preachers think, and operate 
as a check to this creeping system of degradation. I have not 
forgotten, my dear brother, your generous conduct at the Con- 
ference. It had more than kindness in it. It tended to infuse 
a good spirit. But I must have done." 

And again : ^' I did not think of troubling you so soon, but I 
have news that will not trouble you, but give you joy. Last 
Monday the case of the Brighouse Chapel was determined in 
onr favor ! It was decided in the clearest, most peremptory 
manner, that the old Conference, as it was called, alone had the 
right of appointing the ministers who should occupy and enjoy 
the premises for the purposes secured in the deed. I think I 
see in this the dawn of good days. We need no more be sub- 
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ject to the will of man than to the will of Satan. Sic roto, sic 
JubeOy stet pro rcUione voluntas I I have seen not a little of 
this since I came hither, as well as in some other places ; ancL 
we seemed to have only the alternative to quarrel or to be serv- 
ile ; consequently, not be holy. What an alternative to a maa 
who loves peace, and is commanded to follow after it ! How^ 
I have been saw^ asunder by it, the Lord only knows. My poor 
shattered ner\'es made the trial a heavy one. I suppose you 
member that Mr. Sharp, one of the Brighouse trustees on oui — 
side, put into the bill a claim of his own to certain buildings--^ 
erected by him on the premises. His cause was not determined — 
in that absolute manner that ours was. It was ordered that - 
the parties should go before a Master, and show if those build- 
ings were erected according to the trust ; and that it should be 
decided in that way, and that they should be used according as 
the deed ordains. A just decree ! I can not but look upon all 
this as flowing from the goodness of our wise and holy God, 
and that it is His intimation that Methodism should not be sec- 
ularized. Puritanism was brought low by secular men ; so will 
Methodism be, if we are not faithful. I could say much to what 
you say about the right of our good and modest people to state 
their desires to the Conference, if I thought the wind did not 
blow from the opposite point. I could lie at the feet of such 
people forever. As to Sunday-schools, I have been some time 
convinced that, in the way they are conducted, they operate 
against the spirituality of the Church. I am quite confirmed in 
this since I came to London. What a figure do many make 
herein that are utterly dead to God ! and, if a preacher meddle 
with them, they are up in arms directly. Till I see better days, 
I shall meddle with them as little as possible. I see no trem- 
bling * at God's Word' among them. I was much surprised at 
your question to me concerning the dispute at Sheffield. I 
know nothing of the circumstances which you mention except 
from you. My advice was neither asked nor had. I only heard 
that there had been much trouble concerning what was done 
last year, but that the Conference ha>ing come to no determin- 
ation, matters were brought back to the old way by a consid- 
erable majority. But, my brother, do not many of these per- 
sons make up the majorities of quarterly meetings in choosing 
preachers ? The Conference has risen in reputation with the 
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people here siuce their decision respecting me. It was thought 
they could not or dare not resist the gentlemen of the New 
Chapel. My dear brother, can you think that I find any happi- 
ness in being in London, and in such a fire, except that which 
results from a consciousness of duty, and that public spirit which 
the Lord requires in all his servants ? Liverpool I Yes, it was 
a heaven to me, even while contending against the Kilhamites ; 
and so I trust it would be to me again. London is a purgato- 
ry ; but I must not come out till I am called. The Lord is 
with me.'* 

Mr. Hart well Home writes to my father in December, 1809, 
with an account of the literary engagements to which he is then 
pledged, and thus concludes : " And now, my dear sir, give me 
leate to ask, in my turn, what are your pursuits ? Do you in- 
tend to add nothing to the literary stores of our country ? Some 
go so far as to say that the religious world has some claim upon 
the talents with which you have been endowed." 

This letter was soon followed by an application from Mr. Ed- 
wards, the publisher, to prepare a series of Notes on the Holy 
Scriptures on a plan similar to that on which Benson was al- 
ready at work. The very fiwjt of this similarity was sufficient 
to insure my father's prompt refusal, in which he was counte- 
nanced by letters from Griffith and from Lomas. " Take time 
to weigh the matter," writes the former, "before yon engage 
with Mr. Edwards, or any other bookseller whatever. His urg- 
ing you for an answer in a very few days ought to render yon 
the more cautious. He will, no doubt, be glad to get you to en- 
gage in the work, and the more so as ' pecuniary recompense' 
is no part of your object, and ' has not been stipulated in your 
negotiation.* Why should it not? Why should you drudge 
to fill his coffers ? If it would be both indecorous and in itself 
improper in you to engage in any thing like a rival publication 
to that which Mr. Benson is preparing, supposing your name 
were prefixed to it, it would be more so, in my opinion, to pub- 
lish one without your name. Concealment in matters of this 
kind places an honest man in a very awkward situation. On 
your part, you are utterly unfit for it. By nature and grace 
you are too honest for concealment. Besides, I have no notion 
that your secret would be kept. I have another objection to 
your acceding to Mr, Edwards's proposal. I think you are cap- 
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able of doing something better than furnishing such Notes as 
Mr. Edwards wants. Begin and prepare full Notes upon the 
Scriptures. This will afford yoii all the advantages of Mr. Ed- 
wards's plan, and many more. Review and mature them ; and 
in due time publish them, or dispose of them for the advantage 
of your children, as well as of the public." 

Mr. Lomas expresses similar views in one of the last letters 
which he wrote to my father. " It appears to me that you 
have come to a proper conclusion respecting Mr. Edwards's 
work. Let us do all the good we can in our own way. Let us 
do nothing that we are not willing should be known to our 
brethren. But these are only my thoughts on the slightest con- 
sideration of the subject, for I can not enter into any thing 
deeply. Do favor me with another letter soon. Thank Grod, 
I find my affliction a great blessing to my soul, Tlie Lord is 
mine, and I am His, and am at rest. Peace be with you I" 

To Mr. Grindrod my father writes on January 18th, 1810: 
" I like Liverpool much better than I expected. It is an inter- 
esting town, and the people are most friendly and attentive. I 
am on very good, but not intimate terms with all my worthy col- 
leagues. Mr. Bramwell is affectionate, but extremely reser\'ed. 
The work is now tolerably prosperous. At Michaelmas visita- 
tion appearances were discouraging; we had no increase of 
members at all ; but the Christmas quarter, by God's blessing, 
produced an accession of nearly one himdred, besides making 
up the deficiency by deaths, remgvals, and apostasies. God 
send us still greater success ! We are about to build a fourth 
chapel inmiediately in the neighborhood of Islington or the 
London Road. A handsome subscription is likely to be ob- 
tained." 

To his friend Mr. Wood my father writes, referring to a 
controversy then raging in Manchester between the Rev. Mr. 
Smyth,* of the Established Church, and the late venerable 
William Roby. " Mr. Roby's pamphlet I have not yet read. 
Accept my acknowledgments for your kind attention in send' 
ing it. How coolly he writes ; and how much does this give 
him the advantage over his opponent ! I hear Mr. Smyth b 

♦ The ''archbishop's nephew" whom Hcniy Moore went expecting to 
hear preach in Dablin, but Bradbam preached in his stead. (See page 221 .) 
Mr. Smjrth at this time held an incumbency in Manchester. 
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preparing an answer. I liope he will be more guarded and 
temperate, Mr. Roby's representation of Calvinism is well 
calculated to liide the real difficulties of the system, and ought 
to be refuted. Yet Mr. Smyth should not persist in charging 
modem Calvinists with consequences which they disclaim. In 
the statements which they themselves avow there is good and 
sufficient ground of controversy. As for me, I am tired of war- 
fare, and mean to be as quiet as duty will let me be. If I do 
become a polemic, it will be, I think, on the Sunday-school 
question. But, strongly as I feel the abominations which are 
done in the midst of us in that way, I am at present more dis- 
posed, though with a doubting conscience, to * sigh and cry' for 
them in private than to attack them in public, until imperious- 
ly compelled to do so." 

Mr. Griffith had written, with Mr. Benson's sanction, request- 
ing my father to reply to some observations contained in a note 
to a recent publication by Dr. Magee. My father replies as 
follows : "As to answering Magee, did yon not know that, long 
before you wrote to me, Mr. Benson had applied to Mr. Hare, 
who has nearly completed the task? My aversion to author- 
ship increases. Besides, I think such an assailant as Dr. Ma- 
gee should have been met by one of our first men in point of 
reputation, e, g,y Mr. Benson, Mr. Moore, or Dr. Clarke. Of 
Mr. Hare's talents I have a very high opinion, but as yet he is 
unknown to the literary world. I did not see the obnoxious 
note in Magee till ten days ago, and then only Jn a bookseller's 
shop for a few moments. I am surprised at its acerbity. When 
I knew something of him eleven years ago, he was a liberal 
man, and spoke respectfully of Methodism. Who reviewed 
*Home' in the Magazine?* Does he understand genuine 
Methodism ? I think he wrote either in a hurry or in a mist." 

The decision of the Master of the Rolls in the case of Brig- 
house Chapel is adverted to with great triumph not only by Mr. 
Moore in the letter from which I have already quoted, bnt by 

* See Methodist Magazine for Jannary and Febmary, 1810. The writer 
was a clever man, but, thoagh ho was a respectable Uttirateur, he was not a 
profound divine. Benson, however, no mean judge, had a very high opin- 
ion of liim, and says, in a letter, that the article in question was written by 
a correspondent, of whose communications not one word was ever altered by 
the editor. Hare was indignant both at the conrso of the argument and at 
the want of precision in the use of terms. 

02 
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many of my father's stated correspondents. The question in- 
volved was exceedingly simple^ and, liad it related to a priTate 
instead of to a public trost, would never have been disputed 
between reasonable men. The appointment of ministers to the 
chapel referred to was, by the Foundation Deed, given to the 
Methodist Conference. At the time of its execution there was 
but one body answering to that description; but when Mr. 
Kilhimi, and two or three preachers with him, separated firom 
the parent connection, they too claimed to be a Methodist Con- 
ference, and, on the strength of this pretension, the trustees of 
Brighouse Chapel, and of other chapels similarly settled, ousted 
the nominees of the elder body, and accepted those of the 
younger. It was plain that the Conference intended was the 
Conference in existence at the time the deed was made; equal- 
ly so that, the trusts being clearly expressed, and being enable 
of execution, without violence to any paramount intention of 
the founders, the Court of Chancery itself had no power to 
alter them. But some very obvious propositions puzzle those 
who do not wish to understand them, and it is often well that 
they should be sifted through the intellects of great lawyers 
and judges^ and then authoritatively presented, in their simple 
veritv, to those who have doubted them. Such a service was 
rendered in this instance. The fever of 1797 was beginning 
to cool, and the new connection saw things distinctly the mo- 
ment they were explained to them by the Master of the Rolls. 
Every chapel which was worth claiming was shortly restored 
to its original purpose. In this matter my father evinced both 
his caution and his Christianity. ^^The decision in the Brig- 
house affair," he writes to Mr. Grindrod, " will be a terrible 
blow to the Eolhamites, and is a most important event in the 
history of our connection, yet I hope we shall use our triumph 
with moderation. It seems they have made a small division 
at Birmingham, and, what is laughable enough, have taken a 
room in a place caUed Needless Alley." 

The exclusively clerical management of the connectional 
funds again occupied, about this period, much of my father's 
consideration, and it is the subject of correspondence between 
him. Barber, Griffith, Entwisle, and Marsden. It was, I believe, 
discussed at the ensuing Conference, but the feeling against 
flZuuige was still too powctivA \,o\>^ esis^^ ct^^'katqa^. 1[\& ^sqSc^ 
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niitted, in his letters to his friends, some proposals for the fuller 
publication of the connectional accounts, which received their 
unanimous sanction ; but even these failed to secure the sym- 
pathy of the Conference. It is easy to guess at some of the 
reasons for this indisposition to alter the existing state of af- 
&ir8. Very few of the ministers cared to concern themselves 
with finance, and those who really wished to understand it had 
not, generally speaking, been trained to any practical knowl- 
edge of the details of business. The strife and obloquy, too, 
which had attended the discussion of such questions in 1797, 
made every lover of peace very anxious to avoid them. And, 
to crown these difficulties, there was the standing disadvantage 
that the true position of the clergy was not yet clearly defined 
and understood. The control of the connectional funds was 
an important element of power, especially during times of agi- 
tation ; and while there was any uncertainty in the tone of con- 
nectional feeling as to a point so material to the very existence 
of Methodism, some cautious men, who thoroughly sympathized 
with my father's general opinions, did not know what was the 
first step to take in carrying them into effect, and would do 
nothing lest they should do wrong. It was his policy, on the 
other hand, to promote simultaneous improvements in all di- 
rections. Let the entrance into the ministry be still diligently 
guarded ; let all the ancient usages of mutual inquiry and su- 
pervision, of itinerancy, and of sustentation,* be sacredly pre- 

* Above all, the ancient usage of itincrancj. My father would never 
have listened with approval to any scheme which gave to one of several min- 
istera in a circuit the exclusive or preferential occupancy of any pulpit with- 
in its bounds. Such plans are attempted with the best intentions, and in the 
hope that a particular class of preaching will attract the poor to deserted 
sanctuaries, or the rich to new chapels in fashionable neighborhoods. All 
honor to the zeal which conceives and executes these new contrivances ! But 
are they not irreconcilably opposed to the principle which has worked so 
long and well ? The virtue of the Methodist system lies not only in the pe- 
riodical change, but in the constant variety of ministers ; and the genius and 
eloquence, or the honest fervor which captivate all kinds of hearers, must be 
mixed, and, at all events, in no excess, with other modes of thought, ex- 
pression, and manner, quite as necessary to the gathering and consolidation 
of churches, and to the attainment of the great ends of the Christian min- 
istry. While some other Nonconformists are seriously considering how they 
may best secure the inestimable advantages of a co-pastoratc, let us not 
lightly part with them. How are the just claims and commendable feelings 
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served ; let the standard of literary, theological, and religious 
attainment be made higher and more uniform ; in short, let the 
ministry be such as should command, without controversy or 
reluctance, the recognition and confidence of the people. But, 
at the same time, respect their rights ; secure their services in 
every department not assigned by the New Testament exclu- 
sively to the minister or to the pastorate ; relieve the clergy 
from a burden which was greater than they could bear, and 
from wretched suspicions, ill-natured insinuations, and bitter 
calumnies ; and pour the light of noonday upon the smoulder- 
ing fires of faction, so putting them out forever. These two 
lines of action, so far from being diverse, were the two c<Hnpo- 
nent parts of one complete and comprehensive system ; and, as 
each was steadily and prudently pursued, it promoted and se- 
cured the other. 

" Mr. Rankin died well," says Mr. Griffith, in a letter dated 
May dOth, 1810, ^^but carried his peculiarities to the brink of 
the grave. He has left something to every one of us : a medal 
of the late Mr. Whitefield to Dr. Clarke ; his cocked hat to Mr. 
Benson ; his wig to Mr. Kodda ; his short boots to Mr. Jenkins ; 
his long boots to Mr. Johnson ; to me, his cane and cloak. 
You will be sure that I have had quite enough upon my hands 
at present, and shall have till Conference ; and I have not, 
among all my brethren, a Bunting or a Brown* to help me, 
and yet they are all excellent men. I am glad that there are 
preachers who think for the connection." 

During the next month, the tidings of the death of Robert 
Lomas flew through the connection, and, upon those who knew 
his worth, produced the impression of an irreparable loss. Per- 
haps no man whom Methodism has produced resembled my 
father so strongly in the union of some qualities seldom eom- 

of all the ministers in a circuit to be respected if any preference exist as 
among themselves? Dare I add, Are these innovations never '< purchased 
with money?" I feel sare my motive in adding this note will obtain for it 
a candid reading. At all events, I am peisnaded I speak my honored fa- 
ther's mind. 

* The late Rev. John Brown, who had been stationed with Mr. Griffith 
in Manchester, and by whose decease, in the twenty-ninth year of his age, 
the connection was deprived of an able and zealous minister. Notices of 
him will be found in the Methodist Magazine for 1811, and in the AOnotea 
Ibriaui. 
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bined, and each of the highest possible value to a Methodist 
preacher. I refer to their common conversance with, and in- 
terest in questions of connectional finance, which yet they sub- 
ordmated to the great spiritual work of Methodism. These 
" outward things" were felt to belong to " the house of the 
Lord ;" and this relation induced and sanctified the attention 
which was paid to them. Is there any danger, in our day, 
that this relation may be forgotten, and that mere activity and 
ability in the details of business may be rated at more than 
their real worth ? The necessities of the system can not bo 
denied. Heads must think, and hands must write, if either 
our local or our general enterprises are to succeed ; and it is 
sometimes a source of annoyance and of difiiculty when, in the 
Conference or the Quarterly meeting, the wise, eloquent, and 
faithful preacher, or the diligent or experienced pastor, is una- 
ble to conceal his indifference to financial affairs, or his utter 
incapacity to deal with them. But every talent has its own 
place and value. Peculiar aptness for infenor duties will not 
supply the lack of proper qualifications for the higher — strictly 
speaking, indeed, the sole — work of the ministry. There is no 
need, however, for the failure, in any respect, of any man in- 
trusted with the Divine commission to feed and rule the 
Church. In a community like ours, especially where the prop- 
er functions of the diaconate are so well understood and so ex- 
tensively discharged by the kuty, an honest and enlightened 
aim to accomplish the whole round of ministerial labor is uni- 
formly successful. 

So was it in the case of Robert Lomas — a Brainerd in self- 
renunciation, and in the ceaseless, plaintive cry of his inmost 
soul for the Divine sufficiency; yet, when work was to be 
done, however secular in its first aspect, alert, cautious, and 
painstaking ; studious in the closet ; solenm and rousing in the 
pulpit; assiduous, tender, and skillful among the people of his 
charge ; quick and accurate at the secretary's desk ; thrifty and 
managing as a man of business ; all in the spirit of the 8er>'ant 
who knows not " at what hour" his " Lord doth come." And 
He made " no long tarrying." " My dear brother," writes Mr. 
Marsden, ^^ how uncertain are all our prospects here, and in 
what a land of shadows do we live ! Our dear Lomas is called 
away in the very strength of hia -jenx^; "ftsrw TOL^^Xfcxssss>»* ^ 
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Providence, that a man of so mucli piety, integrity, and nseful- 
ne8s should be taken from us ! He was a pillar of Methodism, 
and one that would have stood firmly. In the Conference, I 
always knew he would take that side of any question which 
would most probably promote the glory of God; and the 
preachers evidently paid much attention to what he said." 
Then Mr. Marsden refers to the decease of one of my father's 
kindest friends. " You have also heard of the death of Mrs. 
Allen" (of Macclesfield). "She was 'an Israelite indeed, in 
whom there' was ' no guile.' " 

The Conference of 1810 met in London, and Benson was for 
the second time elected president. I liave the means of dis- 
tinctly tracing my father's share in the legislation of the year. 
" The solemn designation of our yomig preachers to the work 
of the Christian ministry among us, by their formal admission 
into full connection," which, by a recent regulation, had been 
peniiitted at District meetings, was ordered for the future to 
take i)lace only at the Conference. The chairmen of districts 
were directed not only to examine very minutely in their Dis- 
trict meethigs all persons proposed to travel as ministers, but 
to make a special ^mtten report of the opinion of the District 
meeting respecting them as to health, piety, ministerial abili- 
ties, belief of our doctrines, attachment to our discipline, and 
freedom from debt and other secular encumbrances. The 
preacher, also, who recommended any candidate was required 
to do so in writing. A special effort was agreed upon in order 
to provide for the largo debt of the connection, collections for 
less general objects being for the time restricted ; and farther 
arrangements were made for the better transaction of the bus- 
iness of the Conference. 

The publication of the first part of Dr. Clarke's Commentary, 
containing the startling discovery that the tempter of our 
Mother Eve recommended himself to her good graces in the 
form of a baboon, was the first event of connectional interest 
which occurred after the Conference. The general world only 
laughed, while critics embraced a rare opportunity of exercis- 
ing their special vocation. One old Methodist preacher dealt 
very summarily with the new theory. Mr. Barber writes, 
" Will you have any objection to London next year, if Provi- 
dence open the way? If you are weary of being a curate, I 
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will ^ve np the bishopric to you with great pleasure." This 
was written by a minister who had traveled for twenty-eight 
years to one of only eleven years' standing. " What do you 
think," he continues, " of Dr. Clarke's Bible, and particularly 
of what he says of the old serpent ? Must we now say, * As 
Moses lifted up the baboon in the wilderness ?' etc." Hare 
speaks in another tone. " What think you," he says, " of Dr. 
Clarke's rational, talking baboon? I think that a rational 
creature must be a moral agent, and that a moral agent fresh 
from the hand of the Creator must be holy, and that the devil 
might as easily enter into Eve as into his apeship, and might 
as easily usurp the government of her soul as of that of the ra- 
tional, free, and holy baboon." 

On January lOtL, 1811, my father addresses Mr.Marsden as 
follows : " At our Quarterly meeting, the trustees of Pitt Street 
produced their intended petition to the Conference for such a 
modification of the rule against organs as would permit the 
erection of one in their chapel to guide the singing. It was 
moved * that the Quarterly meeting do concur with the trust- 
ees in this petition.' After a debate of two hours, conducted, 
on each side, on the whole, in a very brotherly way, and with 
no small ability, the vote was taken, when thirty were for the 
organ, and thirty-three against it. Here, I believe, the matter 
will rest, at least for the present. One good has resulted from 
the deliberate discussion of the subject : the brethren have 
learned to exercise candor toward each other's sentiments, per- 
ceiving that this is one of those pomts on which men may hon- 
estly form very different opinions, according to their various 
views of the intimations of Scripture and the suggestions of 
expediency. We have a good work of God in Liverpool. 
Very many have of late been brought to hear the Gospel, and 
a considerable number have heard to purpose. But, though 
the addition of new members has been large, the net increase 
of the society last quarter was only fifty. We are sanguine in 
our expectations of a larger accession ere long. The Lord 
grant lis oxu* hearts' desire I I am reading with great pleasure, 
and, I hope, unprovement, the new edition of Milner's ' History 
of the Church.' He is an able writer. Yet, in spite of his 
constant reasonings in favor of Calvinism and diocesan Episco- 
pacy as having existed nearly from the beginning, the facts 
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which even his prejudices would not allow liim to conceal have 
confirmed me in my impressions in favor of the reverse. Are 
you not pleased with Hare's Answer to Magee? I think it 
excellent." 

An extract from another letter written by Hare, ^ves an 
example of his mode of dealing with theological questions. ** I 
am sorry to hear that any of our brethren scruple to speak of 
purchased grace and glory. I. It strikes me as a Socinian re- 
finement, n. The general tenor of the New Testament war- 
rants our use of the term. Jesus Christ has regained for us 
what we have forfeited, and has regained it by what the Scrip- 
tures call ' a price.' HI. The ' kinsman,' under the Old Testa- 
ment, to whom belonged the ' right of redemption,' redeemed 
not only the debtor, but his paternal inheritance. These things 
were ' a shadow of good things to come,' of which ',the body 
is Chiist.' IV. (1.) There is no proof that Ephesians, i., 14, 
means the Church. (2.) The apostle speaks there not of any 
thing to be possessed by Christ, but throughout of what is, or 
is to be, possessed by us. (3.) There appears to be something 
in the hypothesis which spoils the argument ; for what mean- 
ing is there in my holding the earnest until another obtains 
the entire possession ? (4.) The ' earnest' is * the Spirit of 
promise,' that is, the Spirit promised, not to the saints in Para- 
dise, who wait for the redemption of the whole Church, but to 
the beUevers on earth, who wait for the inheritance. (5.) The 
purchased possession (that which is purchased, and which we 
wait to possess) is then, I think, the inheritance itself. (6.) 
This inheritance, therefore, in the sense of the Scripture meta- 
phor, is purchased, that is, obtained by virtue of the death of 
Christ. (Verse iii., connected by the intervening verses with 
verse vii.) If this be the sense of the expression in this passage, 
the objection that the same language is not found elsewhere is 
of no force. I only show you how I would begin to think on 
this subject." 

Mr. -Newton writes : 

'*Holmfirth, March 7th, 1811. 
" My dear Brother, — ^It is very much the wish of the peo- 
ple here, as well as of myself, that you would come over to 
open our new chapel on the 17th of April, t. «., the Wednesday 
in Easter week. . Do come if yon possibly can, and give ns a 
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&ir specimen of Methodism. I never was in a circuit where 
the week-night congregations were any thing like so large as 
in this. Last Sunday night I went to a new phice, just at the 
foot of one of our huge mountains ; the house was soon crowded, 
while great numbers were calling aloud for admission. I de- 
sired my colleague, who was present, to go and ask permission 
to preach in the adjoining house ; he did so, and had the room, 
though large, filled in a few minutes ; so that we both preached 
at the same hour, under the same roof, to two distinct congre- 
gations. I hear great things of your amphitheatre chapel in 
Liverpool. A man will need strong lungs to blow his words 
from one end of it to the other. In Bradford and in Kcighlcy 
they are building chapels nearly as large as the Carver Street 
Chapel in Sheffield. To what will Methodism come in a few 
years ?" 

To Mr. Grindrod, then stationed in Bradford, my father writes 
on the 6th of April, 1811 : "It wants but a few minutes of 
post-time, and I have leisure only to beg that you will, by re- 
turn of post, tell me frankly, and without disguise, whether it 
is with the full and hearty concurrence of Mr. Sutcliffe and of 
the other preachers, that I have been desired to assist in open- 
ing your chapel. Some circumstances make me suspicious that 
all is not right in this business, and, till I hear from you, I can 
not answer Mr. Fawcett's second obliging letter. I charge you, 
as my friend, tell me the whole truth, as I would on no account 
engage in such a work unless the preachers really and earnestly 
desired it. It is a work in which I could not take any personal 
pleasure." My father's suspicions were correct. The trustees 
of the chapel in question were in open collision with the super- 
intendent and the society as to the mode in wliich the Deed of 
Settlement should be framed. In this case Grindrod fought 
the first of many battles for Methodism with great courage and 
prudence, and with an utter disregard of personal consequences. 
Ultimately my father wrote to Mr. Fawcett, one of the trustees, 
and for whom he afterward formed a high respect, in the fol- 
lowing terms: 

"Liverpool, April 10th, 1811. 

" Dear Sir, — ^A friend from Manchester informed me a few 
days ago of some very unpleasant circumstances which have 



380 THE LIFE OF JABEZ BUNTINa. 

occurred respecting the Bradford Chapel. Were there no 
other difficulties in the way, these circumstances alone make it 
my clear and indispensable duty to decline compl3ring with 
your request to assist Dr. Coke in opening your chapeL" 

Not long afterward my father wrote, peremptorily declining 
an invitation to the Bradford Circuit. 

It is not improbable that this case at Bradford was one of 
the incidents which induced my father to consider well, and to 
settle for his own guidance, the grave connectional question as 
to the influence over the management of ecclesiastical affairs 
which might be legitimately exercised by bodies of trustees. 
During the lifetime of Mr. Wesley, and while his power was un- 
limited, this influence was the only rival of his own, and when 
he died it became the rival also of the Conference, as that as- 
sembly, of necessity and by consent, assumed the duties which 
he had discharged. The successive agitations which followed 
his decease threw great weight into the scale of the Conference, 
for the internal modifications of the system in which they re- 
sulted were effected mainly at the instance of the people at 
large, and vested officers strictly belonging to the societies, 
and therefore under the regulation and control of the Confer- 
ence, with large functions and authorities. Still, no very speedy 
and sensible alteration took place in the general conduct of 
affairs. In many cases, trustees themselves were the principal 
officers of the societies ; in others, those who held office, as 
stewards and leaders, did not care to act as such, but permitted 
old practices to continue. An instance of this, as to Leeds, had 
occurred in my father's history. The trustees, and not the 
Quarterly meeting of ministers, stewards, and leaders, were 
the persons who invited my father to labor in that circuit. 
Against a similar usage, which prevailed at Hull, Hare was, I 
believe, the first to make a quiet but successful stand. My 
father's experience in London, and his observation of what 
passed during this period in other places, led liim anxiously to 
promote the new connectional policy, which made the ministers 
on the one hand, and the officers of the society on the other, 
independent of the undue influence of trustees. It was plain 
that these were merely the legal guardians of property, and 
ought to deal with it with exclusive reference and in constant 
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subordination to the great general object for which it had been 
acquired, namely, the welfare of the particular society, and of 
the whole body of the Methodists of which it was a part. Any 
course of proceeding which contravened this principle was en- 
tirely repugnant to my father's views. He held that all rights 
were duties under another name ; and whenever an att<}mpt 
was made to violate rule, he always steadily resisted it. It 
was not that a small portion of the macliinery was broken or 
deranged, but that, in consequence, the whole might be dislo- 
cated and destroyed. Time rolled on, however, and expe- 
rience increased ; and my father's keen eye foresaw that a 
polity which gives substantial power to almost every man who 
does a substantial service for the Church, needed vigilance in 
another direction. Neither ability for doing particular kinds 
of good, nor activity in doing them, necessarily implies such a 
degree of interest in the general work of the Church, much less 
such a degree of wisdom, prudence, and self-control as qualifies 
men to take an absorbing share in its government ; and, if per- 
sons were to be found possessing these qualities, it was desira- 
ble that their services should be enHsted, even though they did 
not fill any public position distinctly religious. In these cir- 
cumstances, trustees, whose exclusive influence was greatly to 
be deprecated, became, when imited with others, a most valua- 
ble resource. Not necessarily leaders, or local preachers, or 
otherwise ofiicially engaged in spiritual duties, they were, if 
private members of the society, the fittest representatives of 
the body of the people. None had made greater sacrifices of 
money, time, and continuous exertion ; none had imdertaken 
greater burdens ; and so none had more fully pledged them- 
selves to a thorough and life-long adherence to the established 
order of tilings. Very gradually, therefore, but with a very 
decided purpose, my father promoted the measures which gave 
to trustees, possessing the qualification of membership, a legiti- 
mate share in the administration of the affairs of the society. 
I believe that in 1852, when he had, to a great extent, retired 
from public life, he approved more heartily of the changes 
w^hich secured this object than of any others then made. Tliey 
recognized the principle that all the talents of all the members 
of the Church are to be employed for its advantage, and so 
were popular without being democratic, and not only safe, but 
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salutary. These remarks will not commend themselves to 
those who discover in the New Testament a well-defined plat- 
form of Church government, much less to any who are in the 
habit of pleading the analogy of the British Constitution in 
favor of ecclesiastical democracies. They are written with a 
different purpose. The leader of the Methodists during the 
last forty years was no lover of priestcraft, neither did he favor 
the craft of any order of the laity. Let the gifts which qualify 
for usefulness in the management of Church affairs be sought 
wherever they are to be found, and systematicaUy turned to 
good accoimt. In our day,, as when St. Paul instructed the 
Corinthian Church, gifts vary, in order that various works may 
be done ; and, as the Methodists believe, neither are the par- 
ticular gifts gf which I have been speaking confined to one 
class, nor common to all of any class. 

It was in the spring of this year that Lord Sidmouth's inter- 
ference with the question of religious toleration excited the de- 
termined opposition of all sects of Nonconformists. The Meth- 
odists took their full share in the agitation, though circumstan- 
ces did not favor the full and clear avowal, on their part, of 
the principles which they almost unanimously held. Both Dr. 
Clarke and Dr. Coke were then in London ; and their age and 
reputation, and the access which both of them, and especially 
the latter, had obtained to persons of political influence, neces- 
sarily placed them at the head of the movement. They pro- 
cured an interview with Lord Sidmouth ; and, though he did 
not talk them over to his opinions, he convinced them of the 
goodness of his intentions, and they did what they could to al- 
lay apprehension and to diminish the force of the resistance. 
Fortunately, they were not successftil. Mr. Barber was not a 
man to be misled on any question of abstract justice, or to be 
diverted from dealing with it by any motives of temporary ex- 
pediency. Thomas Thompson too, then a member of the Leg- 
islature, was a local preacher, as was also Thomas Allan, to 
whose name and profession I have before adverted ;* and the 
proposed measure not only threatened the general interests of 
the connection, but seriously impinged upon the rights of their 
particular order. These gentlemen, together with Mr. Butter- 
worth, who in this solitary instance swerved from his allegiance 

* See page 209. 
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to his brother-in-law, Dr. Clarke, carried throii ^ 

mittee of Privileges" a scries of resolutions again 
vigorous opposition was organized, and was at it 
when Lord Sidmouth, Lord £ldon himself concun\ 
ed that the bill should be read that day six months, ..can- 

isters of the Manch^ter District received the sumiiions to ac- 
tion while they were assembled at their annual District meet- 
ing. After a discussion of the question, my father embodied 
the result in a document which I give at length. The hand of 
Dr. Percival's pupil may be distinctly seen in it ; but it is guided 
by experience, and by a prevailing regard to the special inter- 
ests which it strove to aid. I consider the paper to be an ad- 
mirable specimen of the characteristic qualities of the writer. 

" At a Meeting of the Regular Methodist Ministers in the 
Connection of the late Rev. John Wesley, stationed at pres- 
ent in the Manchester District, and assembled at Liverpool on 
Thursday, May 23, 1811, it was unanimously resolved, 

" I. That hberty of conscience, comprehending the freedom 
of public assemblies for religious worship and instruction in 
such forms and under such teachers as men shall for them- 
selves approve, is the inalienable right of all men, and that in 
the peaceable exercise of this right, as well as of the farther 
right of peaceably communicating their own religious views 
and opinions to all who are willing to hear them, they are not 
justly amenable to the authority of the civil magistrate. 

" U. That wo consider these rights as having been solemnly 
recognized and legally secured to British subjects by the letter 
and spirit of the statute commonly called the Toleration Act ; 
a statute to which tens of thousands have long looked with grat- 
itude, and which is, in our opinion, a most essential part, and 
one of the strongest bulwarks of our glorious Constitution, as 
established by law at the period of the Revolution of 1688. 

" ni. That the facilities which have been thus aflTorded for 
rehgious worship and instruction have powerftilly contributed 
to the improvement of public morals, and to the promotion of 
industry, subordination, and loyalty among the middle and in- 
ferior orders of the community ; and that to this high degree 
of religious liberty, under the blessing of Divine Providence, 
the preservation of this happy country from the horrors of that 
revolutionary phrensy which has so awfully desolated the na- 
tions of the Continent is principally to \)e tv^^ex^i^^L* 
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"IV. That our confidence in the continuance of those rights, 
which are legally secured to us as our constitutional birthright 
by the Act of Toleration, has been greatly confirmed by the 
repeated declarations of all our monarchs, from the time of Wil- 
liam the Third, in favor of religious liberty ; and especially by 
the ever-memorable assurance of our present venerable and be- 
loved sovereign in his first speech from the throne, that it was 
his ' invariable resolution to maintain the Toleration invio- 
late ;' and that ' the religious rights of his subjects were equal- 
ly dear to hun with the most valuable prerogatives of his 
cro\m ;' an assurance with which his majesty's conduct toward 
us has hitherto uniformly accorded. 

" V. That we view with the greatest alarm and concern a bill 
which has been lately introduced into the Ilouse of Lords by 
a nobleman whose general character we highly respect, which 
bill we consider as tending to restrict and diminish those long- 
established privileges which are specified in the foregoing res- 
olutioiLS. 

" VI. Tliat the said bill, if passed into a law, will materially 
abridge the xmquestionable right of British subjects to judge 
and decide for themselves concerning the competency of those 
religious teachers whom they conscientiously prefer, and there- 
fore voluntarily support ; that it will bo a grievous hardship 
upon the regidar itinerant ministers of our connection (who, 
though not permanently appointed to separate congregations, 
are yet wholly devoted to the Christian ministry), by depriv- 
ing them of those exemptions, not merely from pains and pen- 
alties, but also from military and other secular duties, which, 
on the ground of the public utility to be derived from their Lir 
bors, the law, as it now stands, has wisely granted to persons 
who are constantly and exclusively employed in the work of 
religious instruction ; that it will render it very difiicult and ex- 
pensive, and in many cases altogether impracticable, to obtain 
legal protection for the numerous body of our occassional 
preacliers and exhorters^ who not only form a very useful part 
of our society, but whose services are essentially necessary as 
local auxiliaries to the regular itinerant ministers, in order to 
supply the various chapels and meeting-houses in which our 
congregations assemble for Divine worship ; that it will be a 
aerioua violation of that confidence which has been reposed in 
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the laws of their country by the trustees of our numerous chap- 
els, who have expended large sums of money, and signed se- 
curities to a very considerable amount on account of the said 
chapels, on the faith of the Act of Toleration^ and with the 
fullest reliance that our present system, as allowed by that act, 
would remain undisturbed ; that it will open new sources of 
litigation, and furnish to the ill-disposed the occasion and the 
means of obstructing and oppressing their peaceablofellow-sub- 
jects by capricious examinations and vexatious delays ; and 
that, by establishing a principle of interference in matters of 
conscience, it may become a precedent for future and fatal ex- 
periments against our religious Hbcrties. 

" Vn. That the. restrictions proposed in the said bill arc as 
unnecessary as they would be injurious, because the instances 
of abuse on which they are professedly grounded have been few 
in number ; because the recurrence of such abuse has been, in 
part, already prevented by some recent legislative enactments ; 
and because the Methodists in particular have explicitly pro- 
hibited (by a regulation which they voluntarily adopted in the 
year 1803) the application of licenses, procured under the Act 
of Toleration, to the purpose of obtaining exemption from mil- 
itary or parochial duties by any persons in connection with 
them who are not wholly employed in the Christian ministry. 

** Vin. That the proposed bill is, in our judgment, radically 
objectionable, being, as it seems to us, erroueous in its princi' 
pie, unconstitutional in its spirit, and cc||ainly calamitous, if 
passed, in its operation ; that no modification of it can reconcile 
us to its adoption ; that, as religious rights are justly deemed 
by a very great body of the people of England to be their best 
and dearest rights, to which they are most tremblingly alive, 
the probable consequences of any measure by which those 
rights appear to be infringed are at this eventful period most 
earnestly to be deprecated. 

"IX. That we heartily approve of the intention which is 
generally entertained by our societies, congregations, and 
friends throughout this district to prepare immediate petitions 
to the Legislature against the bill now pending. 

" X. That we cherish the highest confidence in the wisdom 
and justice of Parliament as to the success of our petitions 
against so obnoxious a measure ; but that, should our expectar 
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tions be unhappily disappointed, we shall esteem it to be our 
indispensable duty to appeal, for the protection of our rights 
in the last instance, to the liberal principles and legal preroga- 
tives of his royal highness the prince regent, encouraged by his 
gracious declaration that it is his resolution to ' deliver up the 
Constitution unaltered' (and consequently the TolercUion invi- 
olcUe) ^ to his royal father,' and fuUy persuaded that this illus- 
trious prince will never sanction a system of restriction so 
marked by innovation, so contrary to the tolerant spirit of his 
majesty, and so productive of dissatisfaction and distress to no 
inconsiderable proportion of his most loyal and most faithful 
subjects. 

" XI. That these resolutions be printed and extensively circu- 
lated ; and that copies be respectfully transmitted to the depu- 
ties in London a])pointed to guard the civil rights of the Dis- 
senters, to the committee of Protestant Dissenters appointed 
at the meeting lately held at the London Tavern, and to the 
Protestant Dissenting ministers in this county and its vicinity. 

" XII. That a subscription be immediately opened, or collec- 
tions made in every circuit of this district to defray the ex- 
penses of carrying these resolutions into eflfect." 

Tliere are some respects in which it is interesting to compare 
these resolutions with those which issued from the connection- 
al authorities in the metropolis. While the committee there 
abstained " from all observations on the abstract rights of con- 
science," and complied simply of the jeopardy to which their 
own community was exposed, my father knew, and was careful 
to declare, that all denominations of Nonconformists must, as 
to toleration, stand or fall together. The committee, too, while 
recognizing distinctly the " regular preachers who are wholly 
devoted to the functions of their office," refrained from adopt- 
ing the clear phraseology as to local preachers which my father, 
in dealing with definitions for the guidance of the Legislature, 
thought it indispensable to use. I do not think that in this or 
in any other case he sacrificed to truth and duty the respect 
and afifection which he bore to that important body. It is cu- 
rious to observe, also, how he declines to commit himself to the 
assertion of the committee, that " a large proportion of our so- 
cieties" considered " themselves members of the Established 
Church," and to the opinion that no legislative explanation of 
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the existing laws of toleration was necessary. lie differs from 
them, moreover, in their declaration that " not a shadow of a 
charge is brought against our very numerous body." Ilis ar- 
gument is that the " instances of abuse" " had been few in num- 
ber ;" that " their recurrence" had been, " in part, already pre- 
vented" by Parliament; and that the Methodists themselves 
had, by internal regulation, sufficiently provided for the case. 

The events just narrated were connected with an incident 
which forms an important epoch in my father's history. 

"While this matter was pending," writes Mr. Jackson,* 
"they," Jabez Bunting and Richard "Watson, "had both 
been preaching in Stockport one Sunday, and met on their way 
to Manchester in the evening, when Lord Sidmouth's Bill be- 
came the principal subject of conversation. They acknowl- 
edged that, if this bill were to pass into a law, it wouli be ru- 
inous to the Methodists, whose ministry is itinerant, and that 
it would be very injurious in its operation upon the Dissenters 
generally. The meeting of these two eminent men appeared 
to be casual, but subsequent events proved it to be one of those 
Providential arrangements which forcibly impress every devout 
and observant mind. Their interview led to a pure and lasting 
friendship, from which great advantage was derived both to 
themselves and to the cause of religion. Little did they then 
imagine that, in future years, they should be successfully asso- 
ciated together in plans of extensive usefulness, and especially 
in the furtherance of the missionary cause. At Mr. Bunting's 
request, Mr. Watson wrote an able and stirring letter, which 
appeared in the 'Manchester Exchange Herald' of May 23d, 
1811, on the subject of Lord Sidmouth's Bill. At that time 
the Dissenters were not duly alive to the evils with which this 
measure was fraught, and a strong statement of the case was 
deemed necessary to rouse their opposition." 

Richard Watson's biographer has not too highly estimated 
the advantages which resulted from this new intimacy. Each 
friend found in the other what neither had found before, and 
that in connection vrith habits of inquiryand of thought which 
had led to an almost perfect identity of theological opinion, and 
with a kindred spirit of evangelical enterprise. 

* " Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the Be v. Richard Watson,*' p. 
102, 108. ^ 
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Nearly a generation has passed away since Richard Watson, 
in the very prime of his strength, finished a course of honor 
and of uscfidness peculiarly his own, and which none who 
knew him ever aspired to emulate. In many cases we hold 
converse \^dth the illustrious dead by means which they them- 
selves have furnished to posterity, or by narratives which, to 
general ability of treatment, and to minuteness of significant 
detail, have added the charm of sympathy with the departed, 
and the power to awaken and diffuse it. But neither his own 
published works, nor the funeral discourse delivered by my 
father, nor even Mr. Jackson^s comprehensive Memoir, convey 
to the reader unfamiliar with Watson an adequate conception 
of the majesty of his person, demeanor, speech, and entire in- 
tellectual and moral character. It would be difficult to de- 
scribe him either by comparison or contrast with other great 
men of his own time and profession. If recourse be had to 
other Churches (and no name can be dishonored by the men- 
tion of it in this connection), it must be admitted that he lacked 
much of the fire, force, and fullness of Thomas Chalmers ; of 
the rhetorical art and finish of Robert Hall ; and of the sagac- 
ity and penetration which distinguish the writings of John 
Foster ; but his genius soared as high as that of the great 
Scotchman, and with a steadier wing ; he had more of pro- 
fundity and breadth of thought than the eloquent Baptist at 
Leicester ; and with his pulpit exercises was mingled a strain 
of solemn and often pensive sentiment, reminding one of the 
essayist's best compositions, when he dealt with topics which 
neither roused his anger, nor provoked his irony, nor probed 
the sullen depths of his desponding nature. Thus far I have 
spoken of Watson as a preacher. As a man of various power, 
probably neither of the Baptists was his equal. Perhaps it 
would be more correct to say that in the case of neither of 
these did circumstances make a demand upon latent faculties 
equal to that which tasked the industry and efforts of the Meth- 
odist. Not to specify other particulars, both Hall and Foster 
acquired an early reputation as writers ; an irreparable calam- 
ity in most cases, a misfortune in all. Quotations are more 
frequent from the sermon which Hall first published than from 
any of his other discourses ; and the interest which will always 
be felt in Foster centres in him chiefly as the author of the 
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Essays. To Chalmers, Watson's most enthusiastic admirers 
must readily concede the palm. Yet in this case, also, circimi- 
stances must be well weighed. It was nature that endowed 
Chalmers with that rare union of subtlety with strength of in- 
tellect, and of both with practical wisdom ; with his suggestive 
imagination and intense energy, and with the boundless chari- 
ties of his magnanimous spirit. But what a training did he 
receive, not so much from the education common to the clergy 
of his native land as from the great events of his individual 
history ; from his " new birth" into religious consciousness and 
life, at an age when the characters of most men have been 
formed forever ; from the felt responsibility of an unprecedent- 
ed and suddenly-acquired influence in the councils of a popular 
Church, and over the fortunes of an intelligent nation ; and, in 
the crisis of his career, from the strain made upon his concen- 
trated abilities when he argued with statesmen and defied Par- 
liaments, and made law itself quake and mumble as he stood 
present to listen to its utterances, all the while wielding major- 
ities who lost their all so surely as they followed bis lead ; 
combating with stolid or ingenious ecclesiastics ; and, as these 
duties found scarce and scanty interval, putting forth his hand 
to sway the wills and passions of vast multitudes of men brist- 
ling with impatient zeal for their religion : he just as able to 
control a crowd as to expose the fallacies of a cabinet or to 
convince a synod of divines ! 

Three men of our own denomination have, during the first 
half of the present century, stood conspicuously above the rest 
of their brethren. Robert Newton's renown rests upon qual- 
ities which do not fairly bring him within the range of com- 
Srison with the other two. He stood alone — ^the prince of 
ethodist preachers to the common people. Nor between 
Jabez Bunting and Richard Watson must the points of resem- 
blance or of contrast be defined too rigorously, nor with any 
other \'iew than to assign to each his more distinguishing ex- 
cellences, and to glorify God in both. The former had at his 
conmiand a greater variety and extent of information, and was 
surpassed by no man in clearness and promptitude of concep- 
tion ; in precision and luminousness of definition and of state- 
ment ; in force, dexterity, and exhaustiveness of argument ; in 
sweeping energy and boldness of appeal ; and, above all, in 
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that towering strength of will which, combined with the qual- 
ities just specified, creates the capacity for the management of 
men and for the conduct of affairs. But Watson trod daily, 
with stately yet familiar air, the highest walks of truth, and 
not seldom presumed into the " heaven of heavens" itself, and 
breathed *'*' empyreal air ;" so that he oft^n spake rather as one 
haunted by the memories of things which he had heard, but 
which it was " not lawful" for liim to utter, than as one yet 
*' in the body." In council he pronounced — and that, gener- 
ally, with great wisdom — ^much oftener than he attempted to 
discuss ; nor was it always obvious whether he conveyed the 
results of a judgment exercised and matured by close study of 
the question, or prompted by the necessities of the occasion 
only. His heart was full of sympathies, but perhaps they were 
with ideas and with things rather than with men ; for his was 
a proud spirit, and had been bruised at a time when it could 
hardly bear any touch but that of Him who made it. Yet how 
vivid is tlie recollection of that lip, now curling with scorn, and 
now quickly composed into placidity, and now relaxing into a 
heavenly smile ! There were times when ill health and the in- 
dulgence of a desperate avidity for medicine told their tale in 
alternate reserve and impatience, but never to the poor or to 
the consciously feeble-minded. Every body wondered at him; 
and, if but few could get near enough to love him, some came 
withhi the circle, and felt how pleasant it was to surrender 
themselves to that strange fascination which invests the most 
trifling particulars of the character and habits of men truly 
great with an almost absorbing interest. So they used to 
watch him bore holes into his hats and shoes to let the air in ; 
and to wait, when ho spoke, to catch his very few provincial- 
isms of pronunciation ; and to try to hear his casual talk with 
circuit stewards when they called upon him in a fuss, or with 
frightened local preachers as they walked home with him after 
service in country places. But liis end ! How did the creat- 
ure and the sinner humble himself in the sight of the holy God, 
yet the samt " take hold of" the " strength" of the " fmthful 
Creator," and rejoice in an assured and everlasting peace with 
Him ! ShciU we ever " see his like again ?" Grod knoweth ! 
There are survivors who still, in not unfrequent dreams, see 
liim in the pulpit, or walking in the streets, or stretching bis 
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long limbs, half sitting and half recumbent, in his chair by the 
fireside ; and when they wake, it is to reflect that, if his short 
but splendid career has found no parallel, perhaps none has 
been needed ; and to pray that the gifts still continued to the 
Church may be improved as his were, and consecrated with his 
simplicity and intensity of purpose to the honor of the Savior 
and to the welfare of mankind. 

My father writes to Mr. Grindrod on the 30th of May, 1811 : 
** I have now to thank you for several very kind and welcome 
letters, and to entreat your pardon for my seeming inattention 
to them. I never was so fully and extraordinarily occupied as 
I have been this year, partly by unusual public avocations, 
partly by the frequent illness of our children, and partly by the 
severe and protracted affliction of mymother. Another year 
I hope to enjoy comparative retirement, and consequently to 
have more leisure for friendly correspondence. It is doubtful 
where my lot will be cast. Bradford and Bristol I have de- 
clined. Wakefield, too, is rather farther from Manchester than 
I wish to go while my mother lives, which it now seems prob- 
able that she may do for at least some months longer. Mr. 
Bartholomew, I hear, desires Huddersficld, and, from his char- 
acter and circumstances, he has a right to be indulged. The 
only alternative seems at present to be Halifax or Prescot, to 
either of which I have no objection. I have had a letter from 
Mr. Ashforth, which removes all difliculty about Sunday work, 
so that, unless Mr. Cooper urges Ids prior claim, Halifax is my 
most probable destination. I am not anxious. The Lord Avill 
direct. It is now time to give you such intelligence as I chance 
to possess. Our District meeting was held last week. The 
most interesting topic of discussion was the conduct to be pur- 
sued respecting Lord Sidmouth's Bill. Our views on that sub- 
ject you will learn from the printed resolutions, of which I 
sent you a copy on Saturday. Those resolutions, with a co- 
pious abstract of the debate, have just been published in a 
pamphlet. Many friends, we thought, would be glad to have 
some permanent memorial of this interesting struggle : and 
the profits of the sale will defray our local expenses on the 
occasion. Mr. Gaulter goes to the Stationing Committee ; and 
we request that Mr. Taylor, having traveled fifty years, may 
also attend* We wish the frequency of love-feasts in country 
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places, and the practice of some local preachers who administer 
the two sacraments, to be considered by Conference. We 
wish no preacher to be received on trial who has not passed 
through the regular meetings. We propose that all the preach- 
ers, when admitted into full connection, shall be solenanlj or- 
dained by imposition of hands." 

"I thank you for your resolutions," writes Mr. Hare, "on 
Lord Sidmouth's Bill. When we are calm, we shall perceive 
that some conditions may reasonably be required by a govern- 
ment which grants exemptions to ministers dissenting ^rom 
the Establishment. But what those conditions should be I do 
not exactly perceive, nor is it for us to suggest." 

Reference has been already made to a discussion about the 
placing of an organ in one of the chapels in the Liverpool Cir- 
cuit. This discussion was renewed with much eagerness dur- 
ing the last few months of my father's residence there. A new 
chapel was in the course of erection, into which many persons 
wished to introduce not only an organ, but the use of the 
Sunday morning service of the Church of England. Both were 
innovations at Liverpool, though organs had been permitted 
in a few cases elsewhere, and though the reading of the ser- 
vice, either in full or in an abridged form, always sanctioned 
by Mr. Wesley when service was performed in our chapels in 
England dming Church hours, was the subject of a strong 
recommendation by the Conference in one of the Articles of the 
Plan of Pacification. 

It can scarcely be alleged that my father approached, free 
from all previous bias, the subject of the employment of instru- 
mental music in Christian worship. He had no ear for music ; 
and it has been seen how he denounced the " abominations" 
which had crept into some of our sanctuaries, where a variety 
of instruments was used. To such an extent had this evil 
grown in some cases, that the enjoined exercises of intelligent 
and spiritual praise gave place to an elaborate musical per- 
formance ; and this unseemly violation of the decency and good 
order of the house of God became the most prominent and 
often the best-esteemed portion of its engagements. Where 
this extreme had not yet been reached, good taste and devo- 
tion were oft;en not less shocked by the reveries of a player 
upon a single instrument, generally a bass-viol ; which, behind 
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the back of the preacher in the pulpit, or boldly confronting 
him, looked quite as important as himself, and seemed to claim 
an equal right to conduct the service. Many a contest, and, 
I grieve to say, many a parley, did the Conference hold with 
this strange intruder, now challenging and then conceding his 
pretensions ; until, at last — ^for it would not do for a Confer- 
ence to fight a fiddle — he obtained a passive toleration, and, 
Sabbath after Sabbath, kept wild and wanton carnival. 

My father never liked him ; but what was to be done ? It 
was not the mind of either John Wesley or of his connection, 
that the use of instrumental music for religious purposes was 
absolutely unlawful, or always inexpedient. And thus, often, 
the choice lay between an abomination or a nuisance on the 
one hand, and on the other the authorized use of one instru- 
ment, consecrated by ancient ecclesiastical usage and associa- 
tion, and by a certain obvious appropriateness to the worship 
of the Christian sanctuary. My father preferred the latter 
alternative. But, as to things which he held to be indifferent, 
the law of peace prevailed over all other considerations ; and 
his first inquiry uniformly was whether permanent unity would 
be promoted or endangered by a change. 

Upon the subject of the liturgy, he laid clainv to an absolute 
impartiality. When he first engaged in the ministry, the nov* 
elty of reading the Morning Prayers was for a while somewhat 
distasteful to him ; but practice overcame this reluctance, and 
his experience in Methodism ultimately made him a decided 
friend to the general use of them. 

His opinions must not be mistaken. On the abstract ques- 
tion, perhaps, they agreed with those held by Presbyterian au- 
thorities. With them — I quote from Dr. John G. Lorimer's 
edition of Dr. Miller's " Manual of Presbytery" — ^he did " not 
consider the use of fonns of prayer as in all cases unlawful," 
but he did " object to being confined to forms of prayer." He 
went farther than this, however ; for he thought that, where a 
congregation could be induced to concur in a mode of worship 
which united the advantages of a Liturgy and of extemporane- 
ous address to God, the case of the people and the general pur- 
poses of worship would be better served than by an adherence 
to one of those plans only. When, therefore, the Liturgy was 
used in the earlier service of the Sabbath, though not even then 
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to the exclusion of free prayer, while extemporaneous exercises 
only were adopted at later services, his views and wishes were 
fully met. 

One reconmiendation of a Liturgy to his judgment was the 
obligation it imposes upon the body of the congregation to join 
manifestly and audibly in public worship, thus abolishing all 
idea that the minister sustained to them any priestly oflfice or 
relation, and placing him and them in acts of prayer and praise 
on one common level before God. Frequent neglect of duty 
on the part of the people, and occasional slovenliness on the 
part of the minister, did not affect the question. The former 
was generally the consequence of the latter, and this might be 
remedied by the diffusion of more correct views; and by the 
prevalence of a higher tone of religious feelmg. 

The general principle being settled, no doubt existed as to 
the particular form to be adopted. Whatever objections may 
be raised, and however grave, to some other offices of the 
Church of England, its " Order for Morning Prayer" has com- 
mended itself to the judgment and piety of most classes of 
Christians. Its earnest exhortations to repentance ; its acts of 
penitence and faith ; its formal offer of the " great salvation ;" 
its solemn songs of praise, generally in words " whicli the Holy 
Ghost teacheth ;" but sometimes, and not unfitly, in language 
sanctified by ancient piety and genius ; its orderly exhibition 
of the unadulterated truths of Scripture ; its simple creed ; its 
humble petitions— each heart that knows its own bitterness 
finding vent in the common cry of a sinning and suffering race ; 
its frequent use of the Lord's own form of prayer — for He only 
knew what was in man, and could help him to tell it to His 
Father and our Father, to His God and our God ; its catholic 
intercessions; its devout thanksgivings; its mutual benedic- 
tions* — ^these form the staple of the devotion of the English 

♦ " Thongh the practice would lil accord with our conTcntional manners," 
sajs Dr. Guthrie, in his recently-published volume of Discourses, ** that hare 
often more of art than of nature, I think, considering the day, the place, the 
purpose of the assembly, it were a beautiful and appropriate thing when min- 
ister and people meet in the house of God, to meet after the manner of Boas 
and his people ; the minister, on appearing in the pulpit, saying, The Lord 
be with you ; and the people responding. The Lord bless thee." The gen- 
erous heart and unrivaled genius of my honored Presbyterian friend haTe 
led him to pay an ondesignod tribute to one excellency in the fonna of the 
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people, wherever they worship, and by whatever name. It 
matters not where the obscr>'er of national predilections may 
chance to go— to the^cathedral or the minster, at some high 
festival, when deans keep drowsy state, sometimes with a cer- 
tain air of rubrical pedantry, not always without an unseemly 
imitation of the odious rites of popery ; or to quaint and quiet 
country churches ; or to huge, unsightly buildings in large 
towns, to which nothing but a conscientious preference of the 
Established religion could attract so many worshipers ; or to 
square " tabernacles ;" or to modem " meeting-houses," fur- 
nished like some smart citizen's drawing-room ; or to Meth- 
odist chapels, plainer or more ornate ; or to village bams, to 
which rude piety repairs to pray — on all the spell of the old 
familiar service lies, often with an unrecognized potency ; now 
" said or sung" after the strictest pattem of ecclesiastical pro- 
priety ; now murmured by the few uncouth peasants of a ham- 
let ; now quoted largely, and with kindling fervor, by the 
white-haired pastor of a flock of Nonconlbrmists ; now read, 
with more voice and gesture than elsewhere, by a godly Meth- 
odist preacher, or wrought into Ids own unfettered devotions ; 
and now importunately raised to heaven, incoherently it may 
be, and in detached sentences, as memory can conunand their 
use, by the voice of some poor sinner who sues for a present 
and a conscious pardon in an obscure gathering for prayer and 
fellowship. 

But my father always and strongly discountenanced any at- 
tempt to enforce the use of even this form, however advan- 
tageous, upon Methodist congregations. When any large pro- 
portion of a congregation, deprived of what it considered a 
privilege, was eager to obtain it, it was his practice to recom- 
mend them to wait until the erection of some new chapel might 
enable them to gratify their desire, without introducing an in- 
novation, and arousing the spirit of strife. In no one case dur- 
ing his ministry did he depart fi'om this course. On the other 

English Church. If it had been present to his recollection, he would read- 
ily have commended it. Not, indeed, at the commencement of the service, 
but before minister and people lift their voices in consecutive prayer to God, 
they breathe a blessinfi; on each other. How *'good and pleasant'* is this 
" unity I" ** The Lord be with you !" says the minister ; and the echo falls 
sweetly on his ear, ** And with thy Spirit !" 

P2 
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hand, he thought little of the foresight and good sense of those 
who discountenanced or dismissed such forms when once they 
had met with general acceptance. Yet here also he submitted 
himself to the law of peace. 

The question of the Liverpool organs was discussed at the 
Conf(M-ence of 1811. My father distinguished himself greatly 
in the debate. The case of the new chapel presented an appro- 
priate sphere for the operation of his general principle ; and, in 
the case of the existing chapel in Pitt Street, it was his opin- 
ion, founded on personal observation, and amply justified by 
subsequent facts, that the objectors to the organ would gladly 
submit themselves to the decision of the Conference, should it 
prove adverse to their wishes. The Conference sanctioned the 
introduction of both organs, and no mischief followed. 

Mr. Entwisle, the superintendent, to whom the local discus- 
sions caused no little anxiety, consulted Dr. Clarke previously 
to the Conference. He denounced the organs, but gave an em- 
phatic testimony as to the use of the Liturgy. " With re- 
spect," he says, " to the introduction of the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, this book I reverence next to the book of 
God. Next to the Bible, it has been the depository of the pure 
religion of Christ ; and, had it not been laid up there, and es- 
tablished by acts of Parliament, I fear that religion would, long 
ere this, have been driven to the wilderness. Most devoutly 
do I wish that, whenever we have service on the forenoon of 
the Lord's day, we may have the prayers read. This service 
contains that form of sound words to which, in succeeding 
ages, an appeal may be successfully made for the establishment 
of the truth professed by preceding generations. Had it not 
been, under God, for this blessed book, the Liturgy of the En- 
glish Church, I verily believe Methodism had never existed. I 
see plainly that, where we read these prayers, our congrega- 
tions become better settled, better edified, and put &rther out 
of the reach of false doctrine. Introduce the Church service 
in God's name; not in any abridgments but. in the genuine 
original. Give my love to the blessed people in Liverpool, and 
tell them that this is the conscientious advice of their old serv- 
ant and most hearty well-wisher.'* 

Of the Conference held at Sheffield in 1811, Charles Atmore, 
a man of popular talents, recommended by a pleasant delivery, 
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and by some polish of diction and demeanor, was appointed 
president. His " Methodist Memorial," a record of the lives 
of the earliest preachers in the connection, is evidence of his 
lively interest in it, and contains much interesting and instruct-^ 
ive matter. Copious notices of him are to be found in the 
Wesleyan Methodist Magazine for 1845. The legislation of 
the session was not unimportant. The labors of local preach- 
ers were placed more directly under the contro^ of the super- 
intendent, and both they and probationers for the ministry 
were more strictly restrained from administering either of the 
sacraments. It was directed, also, that the superintendent 
should inquire, at least twice a year, into the moral character 
and official diligence of all the class-leaders, a regulation which, 
I fear, is considered obsolete ; but which, as enforced by John 
Barber in the Bristol Circuit about four years afterward, re- 
sulted in great benefits to the societies in that city. 

But, above all, during this Conference a principle was estab- 
lished, to which I have repeatedly adverted, and the adoption 
of which must be attributed msunly, if not exclusively, to my 
father's patient and judicious exertions. It had become neces- 
sary to acquire a second school for the education of ministers' 
sons. Yorkshire was selected as the most favorable situation. 
It was the largest pecuniary enterprise in which the Conference 
had ever engaged. Yorkshire Methodists were sensible, hearty 
and liberal, and it was obvious that their services in the man- 
agement of this secular concern might be turned to good ac- 
count. So six gentlemen of that county were placed upon the 
conmiittee "appointed to superintend the fitting up and fur- 
nishing of the academy, and to prepare it for the purposes of 
education." I believe no opposition was offered to this impor- 
tant measure. All that Dr. Clarke had to say, as he left the 
platform of the Conference ere its close, was to beg that not a 
single tree on the estate about to be purchased might bo cut 
down. Wise men sometimes concern themselves greatly about 
triflesi while revolutions pass unobservedly before their eyes. 



APPENDIX 



A, page 34. 

A Translation of a Poem on Nothing, from the Latin of John Pas- 
serat, Regius Professor in the University of Paris. 

Now on this festive day the new-born year 
Its sceptre o*er the world begins to rear. 
Their wonted gifts the Kalends now demand, 
But ask in vain from my impoverishM hand. 
Hath, then, the Muses* stream forgot to flow 1 
Is the Castalian spring at last so low, 
That this glad mom can no salute obtain. 
Nor meet a welcome f^om the poet's pen 1 
Rather my muse, through paths unknown before, 
What nowhere is shall labor to explore ; 
And, while she searches all her hidden stores, 
And o'er the treasures of fidr Fancy pores, 
Lo ! she finds Nothing ; and she joys to find 
A theme to dire oblivion long consigned. 
Nor be my new-diacovered gift despised. 
Or, as a worthless present, meanly prized ; 
For Nothing can outshine the brightest gems ; 
Nothing than gold still higher value claims. 
Then to this song attend ; with favor hear ; 
For with this gift the Muses hail the year. 
I sing what all the ancient bards forgot — 
A subject new, which 'scaped their deepest thought. 
For all things else Achaia's sons have told. 
And Rome's famed ofispring labored to unfold. 
Yet Nothing has remained till now unsung 
Or by Ausonian or by Grecian tongue. 
Through every clime which Ceres views from high 
Beneath the surface of the spangled sky. 
Through every land which the wide waves embrace. 
This one great truth in all you well may trace : 
Nothing exists without a cause or source. 
Nothing forever will preserve its force ; 
Nothing is unexposed to Death's arrest ; 
Nothing with constant happiness is bless'd. 
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But, if to Nothing majesty divine 
And godlike power we justly may assign, 
Render to Nothing, then, ye sons of earth, 
Honors supreme, like His who gave you birth ; 
For Nothing pleases more th* enraptured sight 
Than the gay Spring, or SoFs benignant light 
Nothing is fairer than the flowery fields, 
And than the western breeze more comfort yields. 
When raging Mars ^mid blood and tumult reigns, 
Nothing inviolably safe remains. 
Nothing in peace its every right obtains. 
Nothing security by treaty gains. 
Who Nothing has may safely rest at case. 
And, spite of thieves or fire, remain in peace. 
His mind by suits at law is ne^er oppressed, 
Such anxious cares are strangers to his breast. 
He who, with Zeus, subjects his all to Fate, 
Which of its fixed decrees will nc^er abate. 
Nothing, as wonderful and great admires. 
And, as a gifl replete with bliss, desires. 
And to know Nothing was the self-same good 
As the Socratic sect taught and pursued. 
Nor is that sect, indeed, still quite expired ; 
That is the knowledge now by most desired : 
Than this no study youth more highly prize : 
The veriest fools in this would fain be wise. 
Who Nothing kno\^s will soonest wealth obtain. 
And to the height of honors best attain. 
And, when the grave Pythagoras forbade 
His followers ever upon beans to feed. 
The sage, t* express the precept's largo extent. 
And how minutely far th* injunction went, 
Used a like term with that, in times of yore, 
Which mighty Nothing 'mong the Latins bore. 
Many by arts alchemic try to obtain 
The wished-for stone, through sordid hope of gain, 
Who, on the wond'rous secret quite intent, 
When, all in vain, their whole estates they've spent. 
At last, when toil and losses harass, then 
Find Nothing, and, though found, still seek again. 
No measure yet, whatever, did ever know 
The vast extent of Nothing right to show ; 
And, if a man can number Airic's sands. 
Nothing to him innumerable stands. 
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Nothing escapes the sight and piercing ray 

Of splendid Phoebus, genial king of day ; 

For Nothing a still higher station bears 

Than Phoebus* self, and higher than the stars. 

And you, O Memmius, though by all confessM 

To be with an uncommon genius blessM, 

Though all the depths of science you explore, 

And to know Wisdom's secrets nobly soar, 

E'en you, good sir, whom all a wonder deem. 

Still to be ignorant of Nothing seem. 

Yet Nothing shines more splendid than the suns. 

Or pure ethereal flame, or lucid moon. 

Nothing, of substance and of color void, 

May still be touched, and by the eye descried. 

Nothing, though deaf, can hear ; though dumb, can talk ; 

And, without wings and feet, can fly and walk. 

Nothing can swim 'mid streams of liquid air, 

Although devoid of place and motion there. 

Mankind from Nothing greater blessings draws 

Than wise Apollo's healing labors cause. 

Let no one, then, when pierced by Venus' darts, 

Try charms, or spells, or such like magic arts. 

Nor yet ascend the mountain grass to crop 

Which grows on Ida's highly favor'd top. 

Nothing assistance and advantage gains 

From love*s destructive wounds and cruel chains, 

And, e'en if Charon over Styx transports, 

Nothing can still recall from Pluto's courts ; 

For Nothing can o'er Pluto's heart prevail. 

And cause the fixed decrees of fate to fail. 

O'er Phlegra's plains, poor Tityus, destroyed. 

Now feels, when stripped of all his dear-bought pride, 

That to give wounds more fatal Nothing knows 

Than Jove's dire thunders, urged against his foes. 

Beyond the bounds of this terrestrial sphere 

Nothing extends. Nothing the gods, too, fear. 

But why should I my theme so far exhaust 1 

Virtue herself by Nothing is o'erpast. 

Nothing, in short, is greater still than Jove, 

The king of men below, and gods above. 

But now 'tis time to stay my trifling muse. 

Lest, if she should continue so diffuse. 

My song on Nothing, being Nothing worth, 

Should only to deserved disgust give birth. 

Jabez Bunting. 



S52 APPENDIX B. 

This poem ttom Passerat was translated in three school exercises : the 
first against Monday, the 9th of December, 1793, as far as the forty-sixth 
line inclusive ; the second against Tuesday, the 10th« from the forty-sixth 
to the eighty^econd inclusive ; and the last against Monday, the 16th, 
from the eighty-second to the end. J. B. 



B, page 47. 
Mercantile Arguments against cleansing the Streets of Manchester. 

Mr. Printer, — I have often been surprised to observe the supineness 
with which the extreme filth of the streets of Manchester has been so 
long endured. A nuisance so apparently disgraceful ; so offensive and 
disagreeable; productive of so much inconvenience and trouble; and, 
finally, so injurious to health and life, by laying the foundation of numer- 
ous and fatal diseases, would rouse, one should think, the most spirited 
exertions for its speedy removal. That such exertions have not been 
used, for an object which might so easily and cheaply be accomplished, 
can not be imputed to any want of zeal for the general good in a com- 
munity eminent for its opulence and public spirit. And it would be un- 
just to charge a criminal inattention to salubrity upon the inhabitants of 
a town which has the honor to support several charitable institutions for 
the restoration of health, and in which a recent philanthropic association 
for the express purpose of preventing diseases has been liberally patron- 
ized under the title of a Board of Health. 

But a motive has occurred to me which seems of sufficient magnitude 
to account for the patient sufierance of the evil above mentioned. In a 
commercial town, the interests of the difierent branches of trade ought 
assuredly to prevail over every other consideration ; and the following 
calculations will fully evince how much those interests are affected by 
the present miry state of our public streets. 

Suppose the number of inhabitants to be 70,000, and that of this num- 
ber 40,000 are persons whose business requires them frequently to walk 
the streets; then it may be fairly maintained that the inconvenience, 
which has, in this paper, been pointed out, must annually benefit the sev- 
eral classes of tradesmen nearly in the proportions set down in the fol- 
lowing table : 

I. Shoemakers: from the extraordinary wear of 1 pair of 
shoes per annum, by 40,000 persons, at 65. per pair, on an aver- 
age i:i2,ooo 

3. Ditto : from the extraordinary demand for boots, half 
boots, clogs, and pattens 600 

3. Hosiers and Stocking-weavers: from the extraordinary 
wear of two pair of stockings per annum, by 40,000 persons, at 
8#. per pair, on an average 3,000 



APPENDIX B. 353 

4. Tailors : from the sale of gaiters, of which we may allow 

al least 1000 extraordinary pairs, at 3j. each j£ri50 

5. Clothiers, Mercers, Drapers, Tailors, etc. : from the inju- 
ry done to wearing apparel by splashing in winter and the aug- 
mented dust in sunmier^'etc 1,000 

6. Apothecaries, Druggists, Nurses, etc. : from the extraor- 
dinary applications for medicine and medical advice and attend- 
ance during sickness, in consequence of the insalubrity of the 

filth 1,500 

7. Upholsterers, Brush-makers, Coopers, etc., etc. : from the 
damage done to carpets and other furniture by dirt conveyed 
into houses, and from the increased consumption of brushes and 

other articles used in cleaning houses 1,000 

8. Soap-boilers and Washer-women : from the large addition 
to the business of the wash-house in consequence of stockings 
and other apparel, especially that of females, necessarily dirtied 

by the mire 5,000 

N.B, — ^The washing of stockings alone, reckoning an addi- 
tion of 10,000 pairs, weekly, from the filth of the street, amounts, 
at Id. per pair, to £2166 135. 4d. per annum 

33,150* 

9. To the foregoing estimate should be added the annual ex- 
penditure of the country tradesmen, market-people, and occa- 
sional visitors, arising from the same cause, which might be 
justly rated at a sum nearly equal to that of the inhabitants, but 

must certainly greatly exceed one half, amounting, therefore, to 16,575 

49,725 

10. I can not omit to subjoin, as an important object of ex- 
penditure, though perhaps it may be considered as a deduction 
from the foregoing calculations of commercial benefits, the loss 
of labor by confinement from colds, consumptions, rheumatisms, 
and other disorders, contracted by standing and walking in the 

wet and miry streets 1,000 

£50^m\ 

It is an old and generally-received obsenration, that a penny saved is 
a penny got. But, in the present enlightened state of the world, we 
properly treat antiquated and vulgar maxims with contempt. Let us 
therefore, my fellow-citizens, cheerfully acquiesce in the weighty rea- 
sons here advanced, and generously persevere in wading through dirt 
and filth, since it appears that an expenditure of so many thousands per 
annum will be thereby produced, to the manifest encouragement of trade, 

* ThiB ram total is irrong by Jnit ton thousand ponndBl 8o mneh for ttatlitietl 
t And this, therefore, by fifteen thoiuand poonds. 
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and to the great benefit of the poor manufacturers and others in these 
hard times. J* B. 

November 82d, 1796. 



C, page 64. 
The Lawfulness of bearing Arms tn defensive Warfare. 

1. The arguments which were stated in the papers read at our last 
meeting will warrant the assertion that, in case of emergency, every man 
who possibly can ought to come forward in any way whatever in which 
his services are most likely to be successful ; trusting in the Providence 
of God to keep him from those spiritual dangers which attend this pain- 
fuj but necessary duty, and to give grace according to the day. 

2. At present, however, it would seem that the danger does not ap- 
pear to government to be of so imminent and pressing a nature as to call 
for an immediate and universal arming of the mass of the people. If 
this were the case, some plan would doubtless have been proposed which 
would render such a universal arming practicable. Till the executive 
government of the country deem it necessary to require the adoption of 
some such plan, I think religious persons in general are not particularly 
called upon to come forward in any way, much less in the way of joining 
battalions of regular soldiers or corps of volunteers. 

3. If, however, the cause of religion is very likely to suffer any mate- 
rial injury from the refusal of a professor of religion to join our volunteer 
establishments, then I think he ought conscientiously and cheerfully to 
join them in the common defense, although some circumstances attend- 
ing those establishments may be so unpleasant to a pious mind as to 
make him rather hold back than otherwise till the necessity of his arm- 
ing should be more apparent. 

Servants in particular, whose employers importune them to come for- 
ward, should not manifest any improper backwardness, lest the odium of 
disaffection should be cast on those who support a religious character. 

When we do not rush into situations of spiritual danger rashly and 
unnecessarily, but are placed in them by Providence, we have a right to 
expect the peci^iar blessing of God to preserve us in those situations ; 
and if wc continue to watch and pray, steadily resisting temptation, and 
keeping a single eye to God's glory, so that our zeal for our country^s 
honor and happiness is not tainted and marred by any intermixture of 
improper motives and principles, the promise of preserving grace shall 
be ^ yea and amen'' to us. 

Will it be said that the defense of the country ought to be left to 
worldly and unregenerate men, and that men truly serious and religious 
should abstain from taking any part in the contest? Are they, in this 
sense, to " stand still and see the salvation of God," if indeed God means 
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f 
to saye us, or to see with equal indolence and unconcern, if ruin is to be 

our lot, the destruction of the freedom and independence of their coun- 
try, the removal of their religious privileges, the violation of their per- 
sons and properties, and, at last, to receive, when the good-will and 
pleasure of some furious and licentious soldier shall think fit to inflict it, 
the fatal poniard that shall dismiss them from the stage of life 1 If this 
be Christian doctrine or Christian practice, well may infidels triumph. 
No Deist surely ever invented a more atrocious libel against the Gospel 
of Him who is ** the Lion of the Tribe of Judah^^ as well as " the Prince 
of Peace/' If revealed religion takes away that right of self-defense 
which the God of Nature has conferred, and which natural religion has 
sanctioned; if Christianity unmans mankind, and prohibits the fulfillment 
of the social duties ; if the love of our country is inconsistent, according 
to the Bible scheme, with the love of God, then the Christian cause is 
lost But we *' have not so learned Christ/' Infidels, indeed, have oflen 
urged this very objection to our religion ; but, by an appeal to the oracles 
of our fkith and to the practice of the faithful, it has been shown that the 
objection is ill founded. 

No man has such strong and forcible motives as the real Christian to 
abound in every good word and work, whether to his friends, his coun- 
try, or his fellow-creatures in general. Acting from conscientious con- 
siderations, and taking into his enlarged estimate a view of the injury 
which threatens the cause of God, he has grounds of resistance on which 
none but he can stand, and inducements to fortitude which none but he 
can feel. His sources of consolation, too, are greatest in the time of 
trial, and he is best prepared for every event. 



D, page 64. 

How far is a person sanctified at the time he is justified f* 

In order that this question may be satisfactorily answered, it is requi- 
site that some determinate meaning should be affixed to the terms ^'u5/»- 
fication and sanctification. 

1. By justification is meant that gracious and unmerited act of God 
whereby, in consideration of the Atonement and Intercession of Christ, 
He absolves and acquits the penitent believer from the guilt and punish- 
ment of past sin, pardons his past transgressions, receives him into His 
favor and family, and treats him with the same regard and favor as if he 
were actually righteous or just. 

2. Sanctification is a general term which signifies the being made 
pure and holy. This includes two ideas : I. Separation from the world 
and sin ; 2. Dedication and devotion to God. 

* It wHl be remembered that thin paper is loBerted here to fflostrmte the wrUet*! ^powen 
of thought and style*' at a veiy early age. 
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Sanctification used in this general sense, evidently admits of various 
degrees. A man may be more or less separated from sin, and more or 
less given up to God. 

It is equally evident that every justified person is in some degree 
sanctified. He is so sanctified, at least, as is allowed on all hands, as to 
be separated or freed from all outward sin, which he has learned to flee 
from as from the face of a serpent ; and he is so far sanctified, at least, 
as is likewise aUowed on all hands, that his life, in its general course and 
tenor, is a life of devotion to God : to please and glorify God is the gen- 
eral, ruling motive of his soul. 

The term " sanctification,^^ however, is frequently used in a less gen- 
eral and more limited sense, and \a used among the Methodists to ex- 
press that operation of the Spirit of Grace which completely removes 
the natural antipathy to God and holiness, utterly subverts the natural 
ascendency and dominion of the flesh over the spirit, and frees a man 
from every part of that carnal mind which is enmity against God ; in 
other words, a man is said to be sanctified when he is so filled with love 
to God, and with love to man for God^s sake, as utterly to subdue and 
extinguish all unholy tempers, affections, and dispositions. 

In this limited sense I conceive the term sanctification is used in the 
question before us, which, therefore, may be stated thus : When a man 
is justified, is he so far sanctified as to be totally freed from the carnal 
mind ? Or thus : When a man receives the Spirit of Adoption, which 
gives him the knowledge of salvation by the remission of his sins, is he 
so far renewed in the spirit of his mind as to love God with a supreme 
afiection, and, by that love, to be purified from all unholy tempers ? 

and maintain the negative of these questions. They 

assert that, though a justified person is in part sanctified, he is not so far 
sanctified as to experience the utter destruction of the carnal mind. His 
heart is still tlie seat of unholy tempers and dispositions. He feels the 
risings of anger, peevishness, pride, etc., wliich he oflen finds it hard 
work to subdue. He is often, by these contending principles, tossed up 
and down ; sometimes happy, and sometimes cast down ; sometimes alive 
to God, sometimes lukewarm and careless. But, when he comes to 
God a second time by faith in Christ, he is delivered from the remains 
of the carnal mind ; he, for the first time,iovcs God with all his heart ; 
and this " perfect love casts out" not only all tormenting " fear," but all 
anger, pride, and every other wrong disposition and temper. In support 
of this view of the subject, they say, 

I. These two branches of conversion, justification and sanctification, 
are entirely distinct from each other in their nature. The one consists 
in the reception of mercy for the past, the other in th^ reception of such 
a degree of renewing grace as purifies the soul, and enables it to live to 
God for the time to come. Now, that justification and sanctification are 
distinct in their nature, is not deni^ ; it is only contended that God ner- 
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er effects the one work without the other ; that, whenever a man is just- 
ified, he is also delivered from the carnal mind ; and that these two works 
together constitute Conversion, or the New Birth. 

II. They allege a passage, 1 Cor., iii., 1, where the Apostle calls the 
Corinthians "babes in Christ," ^^ camalJ*'' To this it is answered, 1. 
That it may be a strong oratorical expression, not intended to be under- 
stood as positive assertion, but as a caution and warning. 2. That a 
person who has been once delivered from the carnal mind may never- 
theless occasionally yield to temptation, and be guilty of some carnal 
act ; but this does not prove that he was never fully renewed, but that 
he has, in some degree, fallen from grace, and needs again to be renew- 
ed. 3. The apostle, in this same chapter, tells the very same persons 
that they are Ao/y," the temple of God J^"^ 4. A single passage of Scrip- 
ture, like this, can not be urged to prove any point of doctrine, unless its 
meaning were clear, express, and unequivocal, which is by no means the 
case. 

III. They urge the experience of many thousands of Christians, who, 
while in a justified state, have felt the existence of unholy tempers ; they 
have felt themselves to be proud, revengeful, angry, etc. ; but, coming 
afresh to God, they have been instantaneously and fully delivered. That 
many persons who have been clearly justified do, some time after their 
justification, feel evil tempers, is matter of fact ; but the point is, Have 
not these persons lost some degree of their ^'' first love f " At the time 
when God first converted their souls they felt none of these evils. Their 
hearts overflowed with pure love. But, by not walking sufficiently in 
the exercise of faith, by unwatchfulness, or by neglect of prayer, they 
have, in a degree, relapsed, backslidden from God. They have, there- 
fore, need to be again renewed and cleansed ; and, if they see this need, 
and come again as at first they came, God does speak the second time, 
" Be clean,^^ But this does not prove that they were never cleansed be- 
fore, any more than my hands having been dirty last night, or my hav- 
ing washed them this morning, proves that they had always been dirty 
till this morning, or that they had never, in all my life, been washed be- 
fore. 

Having thus answered the arguments alleged to prove the negative 
of the question, those who maintain the afilrmative advance the following 
reasons : 

I. It is surely allowed that a justified person, if he were instantly to 
die, would go to heaven. But, on the supposition that this justified per- 
son is unholy, if the carnal mind bo not fully removed, how can he see 
the Lord ? Can light dwell with darkness ; a depraved and unrenewed 
sinner with a pure and holy God ? 

II. If a man is not fully delivered from evil tempers when he is justi- 
fied, and if that deliverance must necessarily be a subsequent work, how 
happens it that, in the New Testament, there are no instances of it re- 
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corded ? For instance, we read of St. Paulas being convinced, and we 
read of his being converted ; but we nowhere read of his feeling, in a 
few months or years after conversion, the remains of a- carnal mind, or 
of his being suddenly and powerfully delivered from them. Is it not a 
&ir inference that, at his conversion, he was both justified, and so far 
sanctified as to be freed from the carnal mind, and that he held fast this 
great salvation, and, having never lost it, did not need to have it restored 
to him ? And if St Paul held fast the purifying love imparted at con- 
version, why may not we 1 

III. Allowing, for argument's sake, that justification and sanctification 
are distinct works in point of time as well as of nature, at what distance 
of time from justification is it possible to attain sanctification 1 In twen- 
ty years? Then why not ten, or five, or one? Why not in one month, 
or week, or day ? Why not in one hour or half an hour ? If in half an 
hour, why not in one minute after ? Till these questions are answered, 
no reason appears to contradict the idea that conversion, in the fullest 
sense of that term, is, in point of time, one work, though in point of na- 
ture it consists of two distinct parts — justification, and such a degree of 
sanctification as to be freed from all the carnal mind. Thus "old 
things" are done away— old evil tempers, as well as the guilt and con- 
demnation of old sins — and " all things become new :'* not only is the 
man's condition, character, and denomination changed, so that the heir 
of hell and child of Satan becomes a child of God and heir of heaven, 
but, at the same time, his whole frame and constitution of mind are also 
changed. He has not only a title, but a meetness for heaven. And so, 
his nature being changed, both the witnesses are joined, the Spirit of 
God and his. He may, however, lose his first love ; he may, by un- 
watchfulness, quench the operation of " the Spirit of burning,*' which 
alone could cleanse or keep him clean ; by this means evil tempers may 
again have dominion over him. In this case, let him see his need of 
being again cleansed ; let him come by faith to the fountain opened, and 
he may again be thoroughly and instantaneously purified. 



E, page 68. 
Directions concerning Prayer and Prayer-meetings, 

1. Let us endeavor to have a constant sense of the attributes of the 
AJmighty deeply impressed upon our minds, in order to prevent trifling 
and frivolous expressions from proceeding out of our mouths. 

2. Let us remember that we, unworthy, sinfiil, depraved, and rebellious 
creatures, have authority to approach our Sovereign and Creator by one 
" new and living way" only, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. Let us keep the lamp of Divine life burning with great brightness 
in OUT own souls, remembering that our prayers will langoiah and dxoop^ 

Id exact proportion to tbe stoto of out o^vn wk)2a« 
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4. Let U8 nerer, or as seldom as possible, begin to pray in public with- 
out haying obtained a previous and secret interview with God. By this 
means we are ready to enter into inmiediate converse with Him, without 
the passing of much introductory ceremony, which, however necessary to 
ourselves, may be unprofitable to others. This direction is, however, in 
a great measure, or totaUy, superseded by living in a continual spirit of 
prayer. O desirable state ! O " rejoice evermore, pray without ceas- 
ing,** and " in every thing give thanks !*' 

5. Let us never pray long at one and the same time. In prayer-meet- 
ings this is sadly too frequent, but is very unpleasant and unedifying. Not 
one in a thousand is qualified to pray for twenty minutes (though many do, 
and presume themselves able to continue a longer time) without using 
many very irksome and tedious repetitions And if, in prayer-meet- 
ings, there should not be a sufficient number of people to fill up the usual 
time with ten-minute prayers, let the same persons exercise two or three 
separate times rather than continue long at one and the same time. But 
this direction must admit of particular cases of indulgence. If a person 
should, as Dr. Watts somewhere remarks, be led out of his general usage 
by some uncommon communication or comprehension of Divine goodness 
while in the office of prayer, it would be criminal indeed to desire to con- 
tract the then widened range of agonizing prayer or of ardent praise. 

6. In like manner, let us never stng long at one time. Three or four 
verses at the opening of a meeting, with a single striking verse, or two 
short ones, between every prayer, are quite sufficient. Variety is very 
pleasing ; it engages the faculties of attention, and may thereby lend some 
degree of force to the wings of our affections. 

7. Another direction has often appeared extremely necessary, viz., that 
every prayer-leader should store in his memory a variety of verses of 
hymns, suitable to the circumstance of entering upon prayer, which should 
be given out extempore^ without being compelled to have recourse to a 
book, and to make the people wait till it be turned over to find something 
proper for the occasion The singing for the middle, and not for the be- 
ginning of the meeting, is here intended ; and surely any one must dis- 
cover that a verse or two so delivered has generally a much happier ef- 
fect. 

8. It will be well for one who can read properly to read sometimes a 
short, striking chapter, or part of one, or a chapter out of the Christian 
Pattern,* or a section out of Mason^s Remains. 

9. Let us never attempt affected or lofly expressions, to make our- 
selves thought of highly by man. God hateth this with a most perfect 
hatred. What ! can we, shall we, dare we go into the presence of that 
incomprehensibly wise and powerful Being, ^e Almighty, with such sin- 
ister intentions, or think to captivate his ear with elegant sentences and 
high-dressed diction ? Let us shudder lest He sweep us from His pres- 

* B7 Thonuui k Kempla. 
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ence into eternal darkness for our strange presoroption. "Go<2 be mercu 
fid to me, a sinner,'''^ is an example of simplicity worthy of imitation, 
and recoomiended to us by ChriBt himself. 

10. If we are not already delivered from all evil jealousies about prec- 
edency— «bout another praying before or better than ourselves, let us 
not cease to request a deliverance at the Lord's hands from such uncom- 
fortable and unchristian surmisings. ^is good to take contentedly the 
lowest seat. *^God resisteth the proud but giveth grace to the humble. ^ 

11. Never hold prayer-meetings in the house of any persons of doubt- 
ful character, or of such as do not live peaceably with their neighbors. 

12. Let us always endeavor to present ourselves in every public duty 
of religion, yea, and private also, in the spirit of faith and of full expecta- 
tion ; and, if our hearts be right in the sight of God, we shall never be 
wholly disappointed. When we have labored in prayer, and have nei- 
ther seen nor felt any fruit of our labor, let us not rest ourselves contented 
as though the Lord's presence had been evidently among us. 'Tis an 
unpleasant symptom when we are not pained at our own unprofitableness. 
I am informed of one person (and I trust there are more) who, when he 
has labored in public, and has not discovered the happy efiects of Divine 
power accompanying his labors, is often so troubled in spirit as not to be 
able to sleep the succeeding night, but rises during the frequent intervals 
of interrupted rest to wrestle with the Lord in prayer. Would to God 
that every Christian man possessed the same earnest and laudable zeal ! 
However, sure it is that self-examination and secret prayer are the cer- 
tain handmaids to public usefulness and to private happiness. 

13. Let us never use expressions in prayer without a feeling sense of 
what we are saying, remembering that God assuredly discerns our hy- 
pocrisy and insincerity. Let us say whatever we may or can, much or 
little, with fluency or with stammering, but let it be from the heart Far 
better for us only to groan in secret than to tell the Lord in public this 
talc or the other, when we are conscious it is not so in reality. Paul 
says, *^ I will pray with the Spirit ;" and the Spirit of the Lord is sin- 
cerity and truth. 

14. And, lastly, there is a custom introduced into some prayer-meetings 
of applying loud AmenSy etc., to the confessions, prayers, or praises of 
another, when it is evident that some persons so doing do not attend to 
the expressions just delivered. Now, as this may hurt some weak minds, 
it should, if possible, be avoided, while we labor to ^'pray not only with 
the Spirit, but with the understanding also,^^ But yet, let none conclude 
from hence that the practice of joining hearty Amens is altogether im- 
proper. No ; hear Gouge on the Whole Armor of God, printed 1616, 
fully to the purpose : *' The ordinary way and the best way for people to 
manifest their consent when a person is praying is with a distinct and 
audible voice to say Amen, This was commanded, Deut , xxvii., 15, etc. ; 
and, accordingly, it was practiced, Neh., viii., 6. It is a soond well be- 
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aeemiog God^s public worship, to make the place ring again, as we speak, 
with a joint Amen of the people. The Jews uttered this word with great 
ardency, and therefore used to double it, saying, Amen — Amen, Neh., 
Tiii., 6." 

It is requested that this may be put into the hands of such as are ac- 
customed to exercise in prayer-meetings ; and the Lord give His blessing 
with it! 



F, page 76. 
Samuel Bradbum, with Notices of Dr. Bunting, 

THE BET. ISAAC KEELING TO THE BIOOBAPHEB. 

Bath, December 11th, 1868L 

On the subjects of inquiry in your last favor I have lively remem- 
brances, which I place at your service. 

I heard Mr. Biadbum twice when I was a boy, and a few years after- 
ward, while I was still very young. I first heard Dr. Bunting at New- 
castle-under-Lyne, when Mr. Morley was the superintendent* There 
was nothing in Dr. Bunting's sermon or manner to remind me of Brad- 
bum. There was nothing in common with them except the general re- 
semblance that both were masterly, for the mastery in each was charac- 
teristically distinct. Your father could not hear such men as Benson and 
Bradbum frequently without having his habits of thought imperceptibly 
influenced. Great contemporaries, who know much of each other, are 
mutually and unconsciously acted upon, while still retaining their own 
natural character as men of mind. But those who try to put on the 
lion's skin are the ambitious dunces, the conceited asses. Men of your 
father's stamp are eloquent, not by imitation, but from fullness of clear 
thought and energy of feeling, with facility and power of expression. I 
think that when Dr. Bunting " waxed boldly oratorical'' he was nearer 
to the manner of Benson than Bradbum. Benson and your father were 
mighty in peroration, and addressed the conscience more especially than 
I suppose Bradbum did. 

When I first heard your father he had completed his sixth year of 
traveling, and was leaving London for Manchester. He was pale, and, 
though of full habit, appeared in delicate health. I was told he had al- 
most fainted that morning. Perhaps he was exhausted by the labors of 
the preceding Conference, which had just terminated. His preaching 
reminded me of no one. It was like the calm, unrippled flow of deep 
waters. It was an even, continuous stream of masculine sense, evincing 
thoughtful piety, sagacious discernment, and copious information, ex- 
pressed in pure, proper, transparent language, and delivered with unfal- 
tering ease and quiet power. The text was either, " Let us hold fiist 

•Seep.85t 
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oar profession/* or '* Let us hold fast the profession of our faith withont 
warering ;*' but I think it was the latter. It surpassed all I had pre- 
Tiously heard, and I have not since heard any thing superior to it. He 
preached twice the same day at Longton, where one of his texts was, 
*' Secret things belong to the Lord,*' etc. I did not hear him there. 

I first heard Mr. Bradburn at the opening of Burslem Chapel ; the oc- 
casion, as I have since been given to understand, of the accusation 
'brought against him by Peter Haslam. His voice was clear, his lan- 
guage perspicuous and coherent, and, with the exception of some extrav- 
agant sayings, his whole manner was self-possessed in a high degree. 

His text was, " Is the Lord among us or not V I was then but a 
schoolboy, and did not care much for plans of sermons. Indeed, then as 
now, I had a strong dislike of preachers who are ever saying '^ in the 
first place and in the second place,** etc. I generally found that the 
more their sermons had of formal and arbitrary method, the less they 
had of natural and lucid order. But I remember the general character 
of that discourse, which, excepting some impertinent sallies, was suffi- 
ciently close to the text 

Before the sermon an antliem was performed. The Church-singers 
had been engaged for the occasion. There were various musical instru- 
ments rather indifferently played. It is said that a performer who was 
present, hoping to stimulate Mr. Bradburn to some curious and caustic 
remark, such as he had heard of, had contrived to put some of the in* 
struments out of tune. The singing of the anthem, which comprised 2^ 
bass solo, was about as articulate as the voices of the flutes and fiddles. 
Mr. Bradburn stood back in the pulpit during the performance, and when 
it closed, stepped forward, and, looking down toward the singing pew^ 
said, with great gravity, ** I suppose the Almighty might understand it, 
but, for my part, I did not understand a word of it.** 

In an early part of his introduction he said, " Some of yon have heard 
it noised abroad that Bradburn is going to preach, and perhaps you think 
yon do me a great favor in condescending to come to hear me ; on the 
contrary, I think I do you a very great favor in giving you the oj^rtu- 
nity of hearing me.'* 

In applying the question in his text to the case of Methodism, be men- 
tioned, among other things, the high-principled and steadfast loyalty of 
the connection ; and said, for his own part, though he was by birth a 
Spaniard, he not the less held true allegiance to the king and constitu- 
tion of Great Britain. His Spanish birth is explained in the Minutes 
of 1816 by the statement that be was bom in the Bay of Gibraltar, and 
that his parents afterward removed to Chester. In alluding to our doc- 
trines as one of the cumulative proofs that the Lord was among us, and 
mentioning, with others, the fall of man, he said, ** Adam saw Eve was 
fallen, and he was resolved to fall with her ; and who would not, that 
loved a good wife ?** He forgot that just then she was ti bad wife ; but 



APPENDIX F. 863 

j>erhap8 he was of Dr. darkens mind, that a bad wife is better than none. 
Either way, he would not spare his jest, though profane and unseemly. 
When he came to speak of the collection, alluding to covetous and nig- 
gardly people, who gire little in proportion to their means, and that litUe 
grudgingly, and adverting also to certain philosophical notions concerning 
the infinite divisibility of matter, he said, ^ A thousand such souls might 
be made to dance upon the point of a needle without jostling each other 
for want of room.*' 

Some weeks afterward it was rumored that he would preach on a week 
evening. I have since been informed that it was in consequence of Mr. 
Haslam^s notice of charges ; that he suddenly came over to see whether 
Mr. Haslam could be induced to desist from pressing his accusation. 
The congregation was thin, in consequence of the shortness of the notice. 
I do not remember the text, nor any entire sentences of the sermon ; but 
in this second instance I was exceedingly impressed with the majesty, 
fluency, flexibility, and variety of his delivery. The style, also, was easy 
and masterly. But that which lefl the most deep and permanent impres- 
sion was the exquisite purity and beauty of his pronunciation ; words, 
tones, cadences, all were at once manly and melodious. The phrase, 
^ His co-eternal Son,'* occurred several times, and I have never since 
heard those words, or any others, pronounced with such majestic sweet- 



Some years afterward, Dr. Townley told me that those who knew Mr. 
Bradbum at his best, before a severe attack of fever which he had at 
Manchester, never expected to see his equal in the fine combination of 
oratorical powers, and that, after that fever, he was never quite himself, 
either in the pulpit or out of it ; that his best efforts afterward were occa- 
sionally lighted up with some flashes of his former splendor, but that, with 
these exceptions, he was but the shadow of his previous greatness ; that 
the fever had left traces in his brain which unsettled the balance of his 
mind, and rendered him incapable of those sustained and consistent exer- 
tions of mental power which, in his best days, held his hearers, of what- 
ever class, in a prolonged state of delight and astonishment. 

I am afraid that, when he was degraded, a harsh thing was done, and 
that he received hard measure. No doubt things were stated to the Con- 
ference which, as dry matters of fact, could not be gainsaid, and which 
filled wise and good men with grief and shame, and rendered the senti- 
ment paramount that the morality of the body must be vindicated from 
the scandal. Perhaps the point of view indicated to me by Dr. Townley 
was not taken, and therefore the explanatory and mitigating considera- 
tions it would have presented were not entertained. He could not ex- 
plain for himself on that principle, and, had any one attempted to plead 
for him on such a ground, he would probably have repudiated the plea 
with scorn and indignation. I suppose it did not occur to his judges to 
pass from the moral to the mental symptoms, and to inquire whether there 
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were not indications of partial, yet permanent aberration, occasioned by 
the long-continaed delirium he had suffered a short time previously at 
Manchester. One of the symptoms of partial insanity which I have ob- 
served, as well as heard of, in certain cases, is a disregard of common 
propriety, such as many of Mr. Bradborn^s strange sayings in the pulpit 
implied. Stopping short of a definite opinion where there are grounds 
of doubt, I yet do doubt whether, if the signs of mental disturbance in his 
case had been a little stronger, or whether, if the case had been contem- 
plated with the same intelligent charity which, in our time, has dealt so 
considerately and tenderly with similar instances, there would not have 
been a somewhat milder act of still needful discipline. The men of that 
day did their best, according to the evidence before them. 

Mr. Naylor* being the oldest preacher now traveling, and having only 
commenced his itinerancy about or after that time, I infer that there is 
no one lefl who was present at that Conference^ and any account which 
can now be obtained must be from hearsay. At present there is a con- 
siderable number of racy anecdotes of Mr. Bradburn afloat in a tradition- 
al form, which in another generation will either have passed from even 
secondary remembrance, or will have retained currency in a mutilated 
state. 

I have been told that, a young man having asked his advice about preach- 
ing, he gave it in one short sentence — ^^ Stick to your text, though it should 
be as dry as a stick.'' Some have thought this a very queer direction. 
It was a dark saying, pithy and startling in expression, and demanding 
consideration. He would be a foolish preacher who would choose a text 
so dry. But I apprehend the meaning intended to be suggested was, 
that, the text being chosen, the sermon throughout should be closely con- 
nected with it, and nothing irrelevant be allowed. With the exception 
of his proneness to unseasonable sallies of wit, his own practice seems to 
have been according to his precept ; while the plans and illustrations of 
his sermons had the marks of genius in being natural, but not obvious. I 
consider his fast-day sermon on Equality an extraordinary instance of 
artistic skill : the plan being at once natural, surprising, and exhaustive ; 
enabling him, without wandering from his text, to state and enforce the 
chief parts of scriptural and evangelical truth, and, at the same time, an- 
swering the purpose of an indirect and dexterous clearing of himself from 
the suspicion of holding French notions of equality, to which his early 
admiration of the Revdution of 1789 had seemed to make him liable. 

An instance of injudicious management of the voice on the part of a 
young man at a district meeting led him to say, *' Speak with your mouth, 

* WhoM name can never be mentioned bat wHh tbe highest honor u the only rarriring 
founder of the Weeleyan Mimionarj Society, tnd aa having ^^bome the borden and beat** 
of an active itinerancy for nearly fiftywwven yeara. My father waa wont to apeak of the 
exalted eatimate he had formed of Mr. Nayloi^s incorruptible integrity and uprlghtneM of 
character. 

t Tbe Conlbmioe of 180S. See p. ra. 
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man,^ and to give a humorous caricature of the manner which he called 
speaking from the stomach, but which is also speaking from the throat, 
the words being sent forth with a strong guttural effort, the chest being 
drawn in to expel the last portion of breath before the next inspiration ; 
the whole process interfering with distinctness and ease of utterance, as 
well as being injurious to the throat in particular, pernicious to the gen- 
eral health of the speaker, and most disagreeable to the hearers. Many 
of the cases of loss of voice, or '* Clergyman^s throat,'* would probably 
have been aToided if the persons concerned had been early attentive to his 
precept, '* Speak with your mouth, man.*' 

I have heard of one of his delirious speeches at Manchester, addressed 
to John Grant, who was sitting up with him during a part of his danger- 
ous illness, and with difficulty restraining his feverish violence ; but it was 
too wild and furious to be recorded, though so intensely and characteris- 
tically energetic and vivid that, once heard, it can not be forgotten. 

Since writing the above, it has come to my remembrance that he is 
said to have once stated in substance, in his introduction to a morning ser- 
mon at Leeds, that he had carefully studied the subject three times over : 
First, he had been filling his mind with whatever seemed to be belonging 
or related to the subject, or what, without impropriety or irrelevancy, 
might be said ; next, on account of the limits of the time, and of the 
hearers' patience and power of attention, he had been considering, as to 
the various topics and remarks which his text naturally suggested, what 
need not be said ; and he had then been considering how he might best 
place before them what was so appropriate to the subject, so important 
and essential that it ought to be said. What a transformation would 
be effected in many long discourses if preachers would pass the sub- 
stance of their sermons through this highly rational and judicious proc- 
ess! 

It has been said that he professed to classify preachers according to a 
graduated scale of five degrees, nearly thus : 1, excellent or admirable ; 
2, able or acceptable ; 3, respectable ; 4, tolerable ; and, 5, unbearable. 
The mere enumeration of such classes should stimulate all who do not 
despair of self-improvement to do all that is possible to obtain, on Brad- 
bum's scale, a good degree. 

My idea of him, as to his powers, has long been that, apart from his ec- 
centricities and weaknesses, which I ascribe in a great measure to infirm- 
ity, he was not a mere orator, but a man of fine and powerful genius, who 
had rich and noble faculties, and had been diligent and successful in self- 
cultivation. The Rev. John Reynolds, sen., informed me that, when Mr. 
Fletcher was writing his Checks, Mr. Wesley sent Mr. Bradburn, then a 
young man, to assist him in his village services ; and that Mr. Fletcher 
frequently heard him preach, and gave him the valuable advantage of his 
kind criticism and counsel. His own bold, easy, and correct English was 
snch as no man acquires without perseverence in a right course of means. 
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His diligence may be inferred from one of his reportcil sayings on leav- 
ing Manchester — that he had twelve hundred outlines of sermons un- 
touched (not used in preaching in that circuit) at the end of three years^ 
ministrations. 

The result of such endowments, improved with such assiduity amid all 
the hinderances and discouragements of a laborious and harassing voca- 
tion, was, that to be comprehensive and lucid in arrangement ; beautifully 
clear in statement or exposition ; weighty, nervous, and acute in argu- 
mentation ; copious, various, and interesting in illustration ; overwhelming 
in pathos — to wield at will the ludicrous or the tender, the animating, the 
sublime, or the terrible, seem to have been habitually in his power. Too 
oflen he was minded to indulge in the ludicrous and the sarcastic, for 
which his own indirect apology was, that the more wit a man might pos- 
sess, the more judgment would he need to control and direct it. 



G, page 83. 

Minutes of a District Meeting held at Manchester on Wednesday and 
Thursday f the 30th of November and the 1st of December^ 1796. 

Present — ^Alexander Mather, Thomas Taylor, John Allen, Benjamin 
Rhodes, Jeremiah Brettell, Thomas Rutherford, Henry Moore, John 
Booth, Timothy Crowther, John Gaulter, James McDonald, Thomas 
Wood, David Barrowclough, Robert Miller, John Denton, George Sykes, 
Thomas Feamley, George Morley, George Marsden, Joseph Collier. 

Afler solemn prayer, the meeting was opened by Mr. Moore, who gave 
a pleasing account of those brethren who had been the cause of some un- 
easiness in Liverpool last week being now reconciled to their brethren by 
acknowledging their fault, expressing their sorrow for it, and engaging to 
act in union with their brethren for the time to come. 

It was then desired that the Salford Address, signed John Shore, dated 
the 4th day of October, 1796, should be read. This being done, the fol- 
lowing questions were asked : 

Q. 1. Does this address concern only the society at Manchester, and 
the preachers stationed there ? 

A, It manifestly concerns the whole connection. 

Q. 2. Is it proper that Mr. Mather should retain his office as Chair- 
man? 

A, Undoubtedly it is, as he was appointed to it by the Conference, 
and is not personally concerned in the business upon which we are as- 
sembled. 

Q. 3. Who is appointed secretary % 

A, Thorias Taylor. 

^ 4. Shall the above address be again read and conaidexed, paragraph 
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A, By all means. This was accordingly done ; and we were onan- 
irnoos in ear jadgment that this address is calculated, 

I. To deceive and mislead all those into whose hands it may come. 

II. To make the minds of the people evil-affected toward the preach- 
ers by fidse and unjost representations of them and their conduct 

III. That its authors and supporters have virtually renounced all con- 
nectioa with the Conference by rejecting its rules, and, of consequence, 
all connection with those who desire to submit to them. 

Any who may desire to see these points fully proved, we refer to the 
Protest published against the said address by the trustees, local preach- 
ers, leaders, and stewards of the Manchester society, dated October 4th, 
1796. That Protest was also read in the same manner, and approved of 
unanimously, and it is recommended to the brethren to let it have a full 
circulation in the societies. 

Q. 5. What answer can be given to the three questions proposed by 
our brethren who have signed the Protest? 

ii. 1. We are unanimous as to the justness of our rules as contained 
in the Minutes of the Conference and in the Rules of the societies, and 
we believe them not only designed, but well adapted to promote the wel- 
fare and preserve the peace of the whole connection. 

3. We are of one mind as to the power vested in the Conference, and 
we approve of the account given of that power in the Manchester Pro- 
test, viz., 

The power of the Conference is neither ** usurped" nor wholly " del- 
egated" by men, but is first given to them by Goo, in common with all 
who are called by Him to the work of the ministry : Acts, xx., 28 ; 
1 Thess., v., 12, 13 ; 1 Tim., v., 17, 19 ; Heb., xiii., 7, 17 ; 1 Peter, v., 
1-5. Secondly, it is a power inherent in themselves, as ministers who 
have first formed themselves into a body, and made such rules as they 
judged proper, first for the government and direction of that body, and, 
secondly, for those who might desire to unite with them. This must 
consequently imply a power of judging with whom they will (or will not) 
hold this fellowship, viz., such as agree to be subject to these rules, and 
so long as they are subject to them. There is also a power delegated 
by the Deeds of the Chapels to those preachers who assemble in Con- 
ference, to appoint, from year to year, who shall therein preach and ex- 
pound GoD^s holy word ; and, in some deeds, to perform the worship of 
Almighty God as the same has been usual among the Methodists. Yet 
these powers, so possessed or delegated, except in the first instance, have 
been, by mutual consent of preachers and people, restricted — first, by the 
Deeds of the Chapels ; secondly, by the Minutes of the Conference ; and, 
thirdly, by the Pacific Plan of 1795. This proves that the preachers 
are not " usurpers" nor '^ despots," as also that they have, since the death 
of Mr. Wesley, made many rules in favor of the people ; and that they 
do not consider themselves exactly in his place, as all who knew him are 
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fully aware he would not have sabmitted to the abore agreements or 
rules, even for the preachers, after his death. 
As to the third question, 

1. We must observe, as before, that those brethren who renounce the 
Conference rules by that act virtually separate themselves from it 

2. That our Society Rules require that the members shall not vpak 
evil of ministers, and that they shall not rail at or revile any man ; lod 
by those rules all who thus offend are, after due admonition and forbear- 
ance, ordered to be excluded. In this also we are unanimous, that those 
brethren who signed that address, as mentioned above, are gmlty in all 
these respects, and in a high degree ; that they are excluded by these 
rules ; and that, as they have been admonished, and borne with ibr some 
time, they ought, agreeable to many passages- of Scripture, to be put away 
from us. We shall only quote the following : Rom., xvi., 17 : We be- 
seech you, brethren, mark those that cause divisions and offenses con- 
trary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them. Titos, 
iii., 10 : A man that is a heretic, that is, who is a party maker (see Mr. 
Weslbv^s notes on the passage), after the first and second admonUicn, 
reject, 1 Cor., v., 11 : If any man who is called a brother be — a ndl- 
er, with such a one, no, not to eat. This we know your superintendent, 
in conjunction with the leaders, might have done ; but as yon desired 
our advice before you thus proceeded, we advise you to use the same 
tenderness and forbearance a little longer. If this do not engage tliose 
brethren to return, you have no alternative but to refuse them tickets at 
the next visitation. Yet we propose to meet the leaders before we de- 
part, that we may admonish those brethren in their presence, 1. That if 
they be thus removed, they are themselves the sole cause of that removal. 
2. That they have now a fair opportunity of continuing with their breth- 
ren on the following easy terms, viz.. That they lay all these causes of 
dissension entirely aside, and, as they have done before, to act in union 
with their brethren. This we entreat them to do for the Lord^s sake, 
for the good of their own souls, and for the comfort, harmony, and pros- 
perity of the whole connection. 

Signed by order of the Meeting, 

A. Mathbr, T. Tatlor. 



H, page 128* 
A few plain and free Thoughts, by the late Reverend Robert Lamas. 

I judge that when the apostle, in the 8th of Romans, speaks of a car- 
nal and a 9piritual mind, he speaks ot prevailing and general dispositions, 
and not of occasional and transient emotions of mind. 

I think he opposes the carnal to \K« €;^\i\toAl misid^and the spiritoal to 
evnaJ mind, and supposes t^haX \^«'} exc^viA^ Qi^i^ ^:jQD»t % ^a "^sax^ 
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when the one exists, the other does not exist. It appears to me that, by 
being carnally minded, and being in the flesh, and minding the things of 
the flesh, and being after the flesh, he meant exactly one and the same 
thing. 

It seems also, by what he says,^hat the persons who were in the state 
described by those phrases were dead, and could not please God. Ac- 
cording to my judgment, he supposes and asserts that a believer in Christ 
is not in such a state, but is translated out of it, into one wholly different ; 
for he says of them, " But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so 
be," etc. 

From this view of the chapter, I infer that a child of God is not car- 
nally, but spiritually minded ; that he is not in the flesh, but in the spirit ; 
that he is not dead, but alive ; that he is not at enmity with God, but 
pleases God, and is accepted of Him ; and that he is not in a state of con- 
denmation, but in a state of peace, and has peace in himself. But all 
these propositions, you will remember, are used with reference to what 
is prevailing and general in a child of God. 

Some use the expression, the remains of the carnal mind in a believer ; 
think it is quite scriptural ; and are surprised that any question should be 
made concerning it. 

I am a plain man, and my thoughts are free. On this subject I have 
to say that if, by that expression, it be meant that a believer has any re- 
mains of that carnal mind which is enmity against Gody and that this is 
in him at all times until he be wholly sanctified, I feel some objection to 
it, for I do not believe it in that sense. But if it be meant only that a 
weak believer, not living in the exercise of his faith, may be occasionally 
too much under the power of carnal things, so as to be properly called 
carnal for the time, as the apostle called the Corinthians on account of 
their party matters, etc., I have not the smallest objection to it : a weak 
believer, a child, an infant in grace, may be in such a state, and be a weak 
believer still. 

Yet more : if persons who use that phrase (and, by the way, I do not 
know that I shall ever use it in any sense, for I suppose it convejrs a cer- 
tain true idea to many of our hearers) mean only that believers who are 
not matured in grace have in themselves at all times, and occasionally feel, 
a certain proneness or propensity toward that evil which prevailed over 
them when they were dead to God and far from Him, which proneness 
or propensity is the effect of a course of inward and outward sinful acts, 
and from which pronenes^ or propensity they may be freed by the grace 
of God, and by the exercise of that grace in Uie way of godliness, I 
heartily subscribe to their meaning, for I am fully persuaded of the truth 
of this thing. 

But probably some tenacious persons, fearing lest I should conceal 
some heterodox notions under the cover of the word proneness or pro- 
pensity, would urge me fiuther, and ask, '' Do yon think the child of God 

Q2 
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who has that propensity, and occasionally feels it, can go to heaven in 
his present state ? Must he not experience another essential change in 
himself? Must he not be brought into a state of entire sanctification be- 
fore he can see God 1 Can any man see the Lord without holiness V^ 
etc. And, as I do not wish to retain%ny thing erroneous, especially in 
matters of experience, I might be glad of an opportunity of bringing my 
sentiments to a farther test by replying to the above as follows : 1. I 
am persuaded that no unholy thing can have place in heaven. I be- 
lieve that there must be in us an entire conformity to God, in order that 
we may dweU with Him ; for I find it is impossible to walk with Him 
on earth unless we be agreed with Him. 

But, 3. I do not conceive that the proneness or propensity of which I 
spoke has in it the nature of unholiness or sin ; for it has not any nec- 
essary concurrence of the mind or will of the believer at any time, and, 
by the grace of God, he may be saved from its power at all times. 

Therefore, 3. I do not see the necessity of another essential change, 
or change of nature, in the believer ; I can not see how it can be neces- 
sary for him to pass into another state in order that he may enter into 
the kingdom of God. 

In my judgment, there are only two states, strictly speaking, in which 
a man can be while in this world — a state of carnality and a state of 
spirituality, or a state of life and a state of death, or a state of condem- 
nation and a state of justification ; in other words, the state of a believer 
who is translated out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of 
God's dear Son, and the state of a sinner who abides in that darkness. 

In my opinion, believers now have eternal life, and are now, inasmuch 
as they are children of God, and possessed of a new and Divine na- 
ture, made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. 
Unless this be granted, I do not see how it is possible to avoid the error 
of those who say that, " if a justified person were to die before he were 
wholly sanctified, he would go to hell and be damned.*' 



I, page 139. 

Lift of the Texts of Dr, Bunting^s Discourses prepared before he 
left Macclesfield, placed in the Order of Preparation. 

I. John, xiv., 1 : Ye believe in God, believe also in Me. 

n. Num., xxiii., 10 : Let me die the death of the righteous, etc. 

in. Luke, ii., 10, 11 : Fear not ; for, behold, I bring you glad tidings, 

etc. 
IV. Luke, ii., 14 : Glory to God in the highest, etc. 
y. Isa., Iv., 6 : Seek ye the Lord whOe He may be found, etc. 
VL, LIX. Titus, ii., 11-13 : The grace of God which bringeth, etc. 
Vn. Lake, xii., 33 ; Fear not,litae flock, etc. 
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Till. Matt., xi., 38 : Come unto Me, all ye, etc. 

IX. Rom., vi., 17 : God be thanked that ye, etc. 

X. Num., X., 39 : We are journeying, etc. 

XL 1 Tim., iii., 16 : Great is the mystery, etc. 

XII. Luke, xxiv., 34 : The Lord is risen indeed. 

XIII. Phil.jiv., 19 : My God shall supply, etc. 

XIV., LVIII. Jude 30, 31 : But ye, beloved, building up yoonelTes, 
etc. 

XV. Mark, xvi., 15 : Go into all the world, etc. 

XVI. Gen., vii., 1 : Come thou, etc., into the ark. 

XVII. Luke, XV., 3 : This Man receiveth sinners. 

XVIII. Matt, xxiy., 44 : Be ye also ready, etc. 

XIX. ProY., iv., 7 : Wisdom is the principal thing. 

XX. Psalm Ivii., 1 : Be merciful unto me, O God, etc. 

XXI. 1 These., v., 35 : Brethren, pray for us. 

XXII. 2 Kings, xviii., 5-7 : Hezekisii^s character. 

XXIII. Job, xxii., 31 : Acquaint now thyself, etc. 

XXIV. Rom., xiii., 11 : Now is our salvation, etc. 
XXV., XXVI. Matt., xvi., 6 : Pharisees and Sadducees. 

XXVII. Jdb,ii., 10 : Shall we receive good, etc. 

XXVIII. Heb., ii., 13 : How shall we escape, etc. 

XXIX. Gal., vi., 9 : Let us not be weary in well-doing. 

XXX. Heb., iv., 14 : Seeing that we have, etc. 

XXXI. Luke, xxii., 33 : When thou art converted, strengthen, etc. 

XXXII. Psalm xxxiv., 19 : Many are the afflictions, etc. 

XXXIII. Jonah, ii., 9 : Salvation is of the Lord : with a paraphrase of 
chapters i. and ii. Two parts. 

XXXIV. 1 Peter, iv., 18 ; If the righteous, etc. 

XXXV. Rev., iii., 30: Behold, I stand, etc. 

XXXVI. Eccles.,viii., 13 : Surely I know, etc. 

XXXVII. Matt., v., 35, 36 : Agree with thine adversary, etc. 
XXXVIIL Isa.,lxvi., 14: The hand of the Lord, etc. 
XXXIX. Luke, xiii., 6-9 : The barren fig-tree. 

XL. James, v., 8 : Be ye also patient, etc. 

XLI. Acts, xi., 36 : The disciples were called Christians. 

XLII. Rom.,viii., 16 : The Spirit itself beareth witness, etc. 

XLIIL, XLIV. Psalm 1., 14, 15 : Offer unto God thanksgiving, etc. 

XLV. 1 Tim.,iv.,8 : Godliness is profitable, etc. 

XLVI. Matt., XX., l,€t seq,: Parable of the laborers. 

XLVII. Luke, xvii., 33 : Remember Lot's wife. 

XLVIIL,XLIX. Phil., iu., 30, 31: Our conversation, etc. 

L. 1 Peter, iii., 15 : Be ready always to give an answer, etc. 

LI. Ezek., ix., 4 : Go through the city, etc., and set a mark on the men 

that sigh, etc. 
LII. 1 Peter, v., 10 : But the God of all grace, who hath called, etc. 
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LIII. Prov., xxiv., 10 : If thou faint in the day of adversity, etc. 

LIV. 1 Peter, iii., 18 : Christ once suffered^ etc. 

LV., LVI., LVII. Luke, xv.t 11-24: Parable of the Prodigal Son. 

LVIII. Jude, 20, 21 : But ye, belored, etc. 

LIX. Titus, ii., 11-13 : The grace of God, etc. 

LX. Eph., iv., 30 : Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, etc. 

LXI. Zech., iii., 6, 7 : If thou wilt walk in my ways, etc. 

LXII. 1 John, i., 9 : If we confess our sins, he is faithful, etc. 

LXI II., LXIV. Eccles., xii., 1 : Remember now thy Creator, etc. 

LXV. Heb., iv., 16 : Let us come boldly, etc. 

LXVI. John, i., 41, 42 : The calling of Peter. 

LXVII. Psahni. 

LXVIII. 1 Sam., xii., 1^3 : Moreover, as for me, God forbid, etc. 

LXIX. Rom.,i., 16 : I am not ashamed of the Gospel, etc. 

LXX. Heb., vi., 12 : Be not slothful, but followers of them, etc. 

LXXI. John, iii., 16: God so loved the world, etc. (Altered from Bur- 
der.) 

LXXII. Heb., ii., 1 1 : Both He that sanctifieth, and they that are sanc- 
tified. 

LXXIII. Heb., ii., 10 : For it became Him for whom are all things, etc. 

LXXIV., LXXV. James, i., 21 : Wherefore lay apart, etc. 

LXXVL, LXXVII. Psahn x., 13 : Wherefore doth the wicked contemn 
God, etc. 

LXXVIII. 2 Kings, v., 19 : Naaman^s cure and conversion. 

LXXIX., LXXX. Heb., xii., 1 : Wherefore, seeing we also are com- 
passed, etc. 

LXXXI. Rom., viii., 2 : The law of the spirit of life, in Christ Jesus, 
etc. 

LXXXII., LXXXIII. Zeph., ii., 3 : Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek, etc. 

LXXXIV. Luke, ii., 15 : Let us go now even unto Bethlehem, etc. 

LXXXV., LXXXVI. Col., iu., U : Christ is all. 

LXXXVIL, LXXXVIII. Psahn xciv., 19 : In the multitude of my 
thoughts, etc. 

LXXXIX. 1 John, v., 3 : This is the love of God, that we keep, etc. 

XC, XCI., XCII. Heb., xi., 26 : Esteeming the reproach of Christ, 
etc. 

XCni. 1 Cor., XV., 10 : By the grace of God, I am what I am. 

XCIV. 1 Thess., v., 17, 18 : Pray without ceasing, in every thing give 
thanks. 

XCV. Heb., X., 23 : Let us hold fast the profession of our faith, etc. 

XCVI. Rom., viii., 32 : He that spared not his own Son, etc. 

XCVII., XCVIII. Luke, xxiii., 42, 43 : The dying thief. 

XCIX. Rom., vi., 22 : Being now made free from sin, etc. 

C. 2 Peter, iii., 14: Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye looki etc. 

CL Act»9 iii., 82, 23 : Christ the prophet like onto BCoeea. 



APPENDIX I. 873 

CII. John, z., 11 : I am the good Shepherd. 

cm., CIV. 1 Thess., v., 19 : Quench not the Spirit. 

CV. 1 Cor., ix., 36, or 1 Tim., i., 18 : The Christian warfare. 

CYI. Isai., zxviii., 16 : Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, etc. 

CYII. Titus, ii., 11-13, Part third : Looking for that blessed hope, etc. 

CYIII. Heb., X., 35, 36 : Cast not away your confidence, etc. 

CIX. Deut., yiii., 16 : Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, etc. 

ex. 1 John, iii., 2 : Beloved, now are we the sons of God, etc. 

CXI. 1 Thess., y., 20 : Despise not prophesy ings. 

CXII. Heb., ii., 1 : Therefore we ought to give, etc. 

CXin. Rom., XV., 19 : From Jerusalem and round about, etc. 

CXIV. 3 Sam., xxiv., 13 : Now advise and see, etc. 

CXV. Job, xvii., 11 : My days are past, my purposes, etc. 

CXVI. 1 John, iii., 14 : We know that we have passed, etc., because 

we love the brethren. 
CXVII. Jer., viii., 32 : Is there no balm in Gilead ? etc. Why then is 

not the health ? etc. 
CXVIII. Joshua, xxiv., 15 : If it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, 

choose, etc. 
CXIX. Psalm Ixxvii., 3 : I remembered God, and was troubled. 
CXX. John, xvii., 15 : I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of 

the world, etc. 
CXXI. Acts, iii., 26 : Unto you first God, having raised up, etc. 
CXXII. Luke, xxii., 31 : Behold, Satan hath desired to have you. 
CXXIII. 1 Cor., XV., 29 : Else what shall they do which are baptized 

for the dead. 
CXXIV. Gal., vi., 2 : Bear ye one another^s burdens, and so fulfill, etc. 
CXXV., CXXVI. Jer., xiii., 17 : If ye will not hear it, my soul shall 

weep, etc. 
CXXVII. Jonah, L, 17 ; ii., 1-10. 
CXXVIII. ActB, xiii., 38, 39 : Be it known, etc., that through this 

man, etc. 
CXXIX. Psalm xvi., 6 : The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant 

places, etc. 
CXXX. Acts, ix., 4 : Why persecutest thou me? 
CXXXI. 1 Peter, v., 7 : He careth for you. 

CXXXII. Luke, xxii. , 3 1 : Satan hath desired to have you. Part second. 
CXXXIII. Psalm xxvii., 13, 14 : I had fainted unless, etc. Wait ob 

the Lord, be of good courage, etc. 
CXXXI V. 2 Sam., xx., 9 : Art thou in health, my brother? • 
CXXXV. Job, xxxiii., 19 : He is chastened also with pain. 
CXXX VI. Deut, xxix., 29 : The secret things belong, etc. 
CXXXyn. Neh., vi., 3 : I am doing a great work. 
CXXXVIII. Rom., viii., 8 : They that are in the flesh can not pleaao 

God. 
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CXXXIX., CXL. Mark, vi., 6 : He marveled because of their unbelief. 

CXLI. 1 Sam., xxx., 6 : But David encouraged himself in the Lord his 
God. 

CXLIL, CXLIII. Prov., iii., 17 : Her ways are ways of pleasantness, etc. 

CXLIV. Rom., viii., 17 : If children, then heirs, etc. 

CXLV. Jonah, i., ii. Part third. 

CXLVI. Phil., i., 6 : Good work begun and perfected. 

CXLVII. Heb., xii., 1, 2 : The Christian race. Part third. 

CXLVIII. Isai., xliv., 21 : Israel not forgotten of God. 

CXLIX. James, iv., 7 : Submission to God. 

CL. Psalm xx., 5 : In the name of our God we will set up our banners. 

CLI. John, viii., 51 : Verily, I say unto you. If a man keep my say- 
ing, etc. 

CLII. Joshua, xxiv., 15, last clause : As for me and my house, etc. 

CUII. Luke, xii., 31 : But rather seek ye the kingdom of God. 



J, page 145. 

Notices of the late Mrs, Bunting, 

The late Mrs. Bunting, whose maiden name was Maclardie, was born 
at Macclesfield on the 26th of February, 1782. Iler mother was re- 
moved from her by death when she was only eleven months old, but, in 
the immediate prospect of dissolution, gave strict injunctions as to the 
religious education of her infant daughter, and specially recommended 
her to the friendly and pastoral attentions of the Rev. David Simpson, 
then the excellent and justly-eminent minister of Christ Church in Mac- 
clesfield, who visited Mrs. Maclardie during her last affliction. The 
charge thus solemnly imposed was to some extent fulfilled. During her 
childhood and youth Miss Maclardie had generally the high privilege of 
attending the public ministry of Mr. Simpson in the church just men- 
tioned, and cherished to the latest period of her life the most reverential 
and delightful reminiscences of a worship deeply devotional in its forms, 
greatly assisted, as to its decorum and impressive solemnity, by the rich 
musical taste and judgment of her father (to which the venerable Mr. 
Wesley, who occasionally officiated for Mr. Simpson, has borne testi- 
mony in one of his published Journals), and, above all, spiritualized and 
made religiously effective by the evangelical piety of the minister and 
of a very large proportion of his usual congregation. At the time re- 
ferrec^to, Methodism presented in the town of Macclesfield a beautiful 
and, even then, somewhat uncommon development of its catholic spirit 
and character. The preachero and members of tlie Wesleyan Society 
generally were constant hearera and communicants at Christ^Church, 
especially in the forenoon of the Lord^s day ; while, on the other hand, 
Mr. Simpson himself, and a considerable number of those members of his 
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congregation who were considered as the more strict and regular adher- 
ents of the Establishment, were in the habit of frequently joining the 
Sunday evening services of the Wesleyan congregation. This circum- 
stance, it is presumed, gave rise to Miss Maclardie^s occasional attend- 
ance, even from her childhood, at the Methodist Chapel. She, however, 
always attributed her first effectual and saving impressions of religious 
truth to the blessing of God upon the public and private ministrations of 
Mr. Simpson himself. She also derived great spiritual advantage, in 
consequence of her being placed, when fourteen or fifteen years of age, 
under the care of the late Rev. Robert Smith, of Leek, a truly devoted 
minister of the Independent denomination. In his family she beheld, in 
himself and in Mrs. Smith, an edifying example, which had the most 
happy effect on her youthful mind, and to which she oflen referred in 
subsequent years as exhibiting one of the most impressive manifestations 
of uniform and consistent piety which she had ever witnessed. On her 
return from Leek to her native town, her religious views and feelings 
were fixed and deepened under the renewed ministry and pastoral atten- 
tions of Mr. Simpson. Her personal experience of the things of God 
became clear and satis&ctory. Afler painful convictions of her own sin- 
fulness, and guilt, and danger, she was brought to the exercise of faith in 
the sacrifice and atonement of our Lord Jesus Christ, and blessed with a 
comforting sense of her interest in God^s pardoning mercy and paternal 
love. The minuter circumstances of that great and vital change in her 
spiritual relations, and state of heart toward God, which distinguished 
this important period of her life, can not here be detailed. They were 
very distinct in their character, and were oflen related by her with much 
feeling to her children, whose recollection of them is not only sweet and 
comforting to their minds, but of substantial value and interest, as fur- 
nishing them with a key to the peculiar cast of her Christian feelings and 
habits. One striking evidence of her possession of the grace which 
bringeth salvation soon appeared in the benevolent activity and zeal with 
which, under the guidance and auspices of some experienced friends, 
who saw the superior energy of her character, and were anxious to give 
to it a beneficial direction, she engaged in most affectionate, assiduous, 
and self-denying labors, such as became her sex and station, for the tem- 
poral relief and religious welfare of others. Her impressions of the 
misery and danger of the unconverted were exceedingly deep and stir- 
ring, and led her to almost daily efforts for their rescue, either by visiting 
the poor and sick, by reading the Scriptures, with accompanying counsel 
and with prayer, to the ignorant and neglected, in their own humble 
dwellings, or sometimes in the adoption, with reference to persons in the 
higher walks of life, of certain indirect methods of admonition and in- 
struction, which, though perfectly private and unostentatious, might pos- 
sibly result, she hoped, in the spiritual welfare of the parties concerned. 
In some instances at least belonging to the former class of persons, there. 
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was reason to believe that these pious toils were instrumental, in the 
hands of God, of saving benefit. Her zeal for the salvation of others did 
not so absorb her as to make her overlook the primary duty of using 
every scriptural means for the confirmation and increase of her own 
piety ; for, under a conviction of the duty and privilege of a close and 
regular Christian communion, she now formally united herself to the 
Methodist Society, being about twenty years of age. 

In January, 1804, she was married to her now bereaved and mourning 
husband, and from that time, more especially, devoted her entire feelings, 
and energies, and talents to the cause of Christ among the Wesleyan 
Methodists, in whose purity, peace, and success as a religious community 
she felt a tender and unvarying interest ; always retaining, however, a 
filial reverence for the Church of England, and particularly for its evan- 
gehcal ministers and members, and a spirit of cordial esteem and affec- 
tion toward real Christians of every name. During the period of her 
more public relation to the Wesleyan societies as the wife of a minister, 
she was, in the London,' South Manchester, Salford, and other circuits, 
the leader of classes of females, all of which, with one exception, she ^'as, 
at the request of the preachers for the time being, the instrument of first 
collecting together, and by whose members, respectively, her instructions 
and prayers were highly valued. In other towns where she was called 
to reside she was ever intent on doing good, and, except when interrupted 
by affliction, unwearied in labors of love and mercy. 

Her health was constitutionally good, in a more than ordinary degree, 
uutil the autumn of 1827, when it began to fail. Since that period, with 
scarcely more than one interval of any long continuance (and that one 
of very recent date), she was an almost constant sufferer, either from the 
actual pressure of agonizing pain, or from the exhausting effects of its 
frequent paroxysms, or from the terror of its hourly-anticipated recur- 
rence. Even during this dreadful ordeal, the characteristics of her nat- 
ural temper, improved and sustained by the principles and consolations 
of religion ; her vivacity and cheerfulness ; her unwillingness to give 
trouble, and eagerness to minister to the comfort and joy of others when 
not literally incapacitated by the intensity 6f her own pain, were con- 
stantly apparent. 

The interval of comparative exemption from violent paroxysms of suf- 
fering, and of apparent restoration to a state of vigorous health, to which 
allusion has been made, though, by leading her family and friends to hope, 
alas ! too fondly, that the bitterness of death was past, it aggravated the 
pang inflicted by the sudden and fatal termination of her returning dis- 
ease, is nevertheless regarded by them with feelings of unfeigned thank- 
fulness. The somewhat extended respite thus vouchsafed, and her tem- 
porary recovery of bodily and mental activity, aflforded many occasions 
for illustrating to their view the solidity and excellence of her Christian 
dmncter after all the trials which it had uhdergone ; and, above all, it 
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afforded to herself the opportunity, which there is now good reason to be 
assured that she was divinely led to value and improve, of calm and hap- 
py preparation Tor the ** change" which was so soon to " come." 

The period in question, and especially the last months and weeks of 
it, were marked by a growing devotion of spirit, by evident signs of 
increasing profit and enjoyment in Divine ordinances, and by general 
meekness and serenity of mind. There is now reason to think that, 
since her return to London, not quite three weeks before her death, her 
thoughts were specially directed to contemplate the great uncertainty 
of earthly comforts, and the possifnlity of a sudden transition into eter- 
nity. She has been since busily employed, partly in the orderly arrange- 
ment of her domestic affairs, and partly in certain plans of private bener- 
olence and kindness, in which her characteristic compassion for distress, 
and especially for what was once affluence, now reduced to circumstances 
of want and wretchedness, had induced her warmly to engage. The 
last Sabbath of her earthly sojourn appears, from various circumstances, 
which excited, eyen at the time, the observation of her husband and fam- 
ily, to have been eminently a day of much holy feeling and enjoyment, 
especially during the afternoon, which, according to her invariable rule, 
she spent in retirement with her Bible and her God. There was some- 
thing peculiar in her countenance and demeanor when, after that holy 
exercise, she rejoined the domestic circle, which indicated that her com- 
munion during those hours of solitude and devotion had been with Christ 
and with heaven. In the forenoon of Monday, September 28th, she left 
her home with the intention of taking, with her husband, a short journey 
into the country on one of those errands of friendly and benevolent serv- 
ice for which she was ever ready. She was seized, before she pro- 
ceeded far, by a violent attack of what has since appeared to be her old 
and deeply-rooted malady, for the relief of which the usual remedies were 
administered, and, as it seemed for a while, successfully ; but the parox- 
ysms of pain soon returned with greater severity, and it was not until sever- 
al hours of intense suffering had elapsed that she became more composed, 
and at length appeared to fall into a deep sleep ; not, however, of a char- 
acter materially different from that which, on many former occasions, 
had been observed gradually to terminate in restoration to ease and com- 
fort. Her last words were expressive of her sorrow for the trouble she 
had given to her attendants. About four o'clock on the following morn- 
ing, while her husband was preparing for her something which he hoped 
might farther relieve her, she appeared suddenly to raise herself in 
her bed, changed her position, again lay down, and died ! She exchanged 
mortality for life and bliss eternal on the 29th of September, 1835, in the 
fifty-fourth year of her age. 

Sweet is the remembrance of her piety, her tenderness, her active 
charity, her conjugal and maternal love and assiduities, her many Chris- 
tian graces. Daring the last year of her life the shadows of suffering 
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had passed away, and there remained, undisfigured and beauteoos, the 
lineaments of a character maturing into heavenly brightness. The fatal 
termination of her long familiar disorder came on us by ^rprise ; but we 
are inclined to believe, not only on general principles, but from certain 
indications in her own case (which, however, were not so interpreted at 
the time), that her mind was under preparation, special, deep, delightful 
— perhaps at the last entrancing — which took her attention away from a 
receding world, and left us without the consolation (the only consolation, 
however, which is v^thheld from us) of her last testimony. How joyful 
the surprise to a weary voyager, half slumbering in his berth, to be awak- 
ened by the intelligence that what he had taken for a common swell of 
the sea, such as he had experienced on many a stormy night before, with 
yet no land in sight, is nothing less than the effect of a gale that has 
driven the vessel suddenly into port, and of the agitation of the waves 
near the shore, and that his father and elder brother, and many friends, 
are already seen on the strand waiting to welcome him ! Such was her 
joy. *' Shortly ere she died^* (to use the language of her husband, who 
unconsciously saw her die) " she seemed to receive a sudden summons 
to depart and be with Christ, and, by an effort of body as well as of mind, 
she sprang up to attend it.'' 

Perhaps some other record of what was admirable and exemplary in 
the deceased may be deemed expedient hereafter ; at present, there is 
time only for the following testimony of one who knew her long and well 
(Mrs. fiulmer). 

'' Mrs. Bunting was distinguished for great energy of character. Her 
judgment was sound, and her principles well and strongly formed. She 
was benevolent in purpose, and prompt in executing what her liberal heart 
devised. Her kindness and activity in accomplishing a philanthropic ob- 
ject surmounted difficulties, and disregarded those personal sacrifices to 
which those arc exposed who undertake to advocate the cause of the af- 
flicted and forlorn. Nor, while she sought to mitigate calamity, was she 
unmindful of the sensibilities of those to whom she ministered relief: 
there was a tact of courtesy and kindness which made her generous ef- 
fort doubly felt. 

" In the sorrows of her friends, when suffering under desolating and 
afflictive dispensations, she took a lively interest, and by modes the most 
ingeniously and thoughtfully adapted to their circumstances endeavored 
to alleviate their grief. Engraven on the tablet of the heart, the en- 
deared remembrance of these soothing, delicate, and kind expressions of 
her sympathy can never be obliterated from the grateful recollection of 
those minds to whom her friendship was a solace in the hour of trial, 
and who now unfeignedly lament her loss. 

" Mrs. Bunting's religion was neither speculative nor sentimental ; it 
was based upon the firm foundations of scriptural truth. It had its seat 
in the understanding as well as in the heart, and its reality waa evinced 
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by approptiate fruits. It was eminently practical ; free from mystical 
abstractions or sectarian technicalities. It was evangelical and expan- 
sive ; doctrinally and experimentally a deliberate, believing, and thank- 
ful acceptance of the great scheme of mediatorial mercy, inducing that 
reliance on it for salvation which brought established peace of con- 
science, and gave stability and strength to hope. A life devoted to the 
vigorous discbarge of every social and domestic duty, with that habitual 
piety of heart which led her to confide her best and dearest interests 
to the gracious and parental government of God, and which, under cir- 
cumstances of severe personal suffering, induced patient and submissive 
acquiescence in the Divine will, these were the practical results of Chris- 
tian principles, and the continued evidences of the genuine and sterling 
nature of her faith. 

^ In conversation she was lively and intelligent, full of point and spir- 
it, and on religious subjects showed much discrimination, and a quick per- 
ception of the slightest deviation from the severe and simple majesty of 
truth. This general impression remains as the result of long-continued 
intercourse, which might have been confirmed by particular instances had 
memory been charged with various conversations, which are now, alas ! 
effaced. One of the most recent was on the subject of sudden death, in 
which Mrs. Bunting acquiesced with her friend that, however desirable 
a season of warning might be in order to complete an immediate prep- 
aration, yet that the time and circumstances connected with that awful 
change might, without anxiety, be left to the disposal of Divine wisdom 
and love." 



K, page 249. 

Extracts from a Statement of Facts and Observations relative to the 
lat€ Separation from the Methodist Society in Manchester, affection- 
ately addressed to the Memebrs of that Body by their Preachers and 
Leaders, 

We shall now subjoin what we promised^-our reasons for thinking that 
indiscriminate admission to meetings for Christian fellowship is highly 
improper. 

1. We believe that such promiscuous admission of all who choose to 
attend, without distinction of motives or characters, is a gross violation 
of our Lord^s precept in Matthew, vii., 6. Give not that which ts holy 
unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they tram' 
pie them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. This text we 
understand as containing a general rule, applicable to a great variety of 
particular cases, but specially and justly applicable to the case now unddr 
consideration. And we could easily produce instances in which the pearls 
of Christian doctrine and experience have actimlly been thus trampled 
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under their feet by profane sinners who have attended the meeting at 
North Street for purposes of mirth and ridicule, and have afterward most 
awfully abused what they there heard. If it be said that the same ob- 
jection lies against the public preaching of the Gospel to promiscuous 
auditories, we answer that the two cases materially differ. Preaching is, 
by Divine authority^ expressly directed to mankind at large. But the 
precepts which constitute our warrant for meetings of Christian fellow- 
ship are as expressly limited within a much narrower sphere. We are 
commanded to teach and admonish one another ; to comfort and edify 
one another ; to confess our faults one to another ; and to provoke one 
another to love and good works. To his ministers God has said, "Go 
into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.'*^ But where 
is it written, *' Go and relate all the particular details of your personal 
experience in religious things to every creature V'* In public preaching, 
the grace of the Gospel, and the consolations and promises which belong 
to penitents and believers, are guarded against the profane prostitution of 
others by suitable cautions and admonitions. But this point is not, and 
never can be, sufficiently secured in meetings like these, where private 
Christians are the speakers, many of whom are comparatively ignorant 
and inexperienced. Public preaching is designed, among other purposes, 
to be the instrument o^ producing penitence and faith, and is therefore 
properly addressed to the impenitent and Christless ; but such meetings 
as those now under discussion in their own nature presuppose either pen- 
itence or faith in the persons who attend them, and are designed to en- 
courage seeking souls, and to edify and confirm the faithful. Finally, 
public preaching does not constitute any religious society or ecclesiasti- 
cal union among those who hear it ; but meetings like that at North 
Street do imply such union, and therefore ought to be accessible only to 
persons entitled to expect the right hand of fellowship, and willing to 
submit to those terms on which alone that fellowship can be scripturally 
conceded. 

In order to establish and vindicate the application here made of our 
Savior's general rule, we shall quote the following passage from Mr. 
Wesley's excellent Discourses on the Sermon on the Mount ; which 
discourses, together with all the other writings of the venerable author, 
we are glad to take this opportunity of recommending to your frequent 
and careful perusal. 

" Give not that which is holy unto dogs. The holy, the peculiar doc- 
trines of the Gospel, such as were hid from the ages and generations 
of old, and are now made known to us only by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ and the inspiration of his Holy Spirit, are not to be prostituted 
unto these men who know not if there be any Holy Ghost. Not, indeed, 
that the embassadors of Christ can refrain from declaring them in the 
great congregation, wherein some of these may probably be. We must 
^feak, whether men will hear or whether they will forbear. But this is 
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not the case with private Christbns. They do not bear that awful char- 
acter ; nor are they under any manner of obligation to force these great 
and glorious truths on them who contradict and blaspheme, who have a 
rooted enmity against them. Nay, they ought not so to do, but rather to 
lead them as they are able to bear. Do not begin a discourse with these 
upon remission of sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost, but talk with them 
in their own manner and upon their own principles. With the rational, 
honorable, unjust epicure, reason of righteousness, temperance, and judg- 
ment to come. This is the most probable way to make Felix tremble. 
Reserve higher subjects for men of higher attainments. 

" Neither cast ye your pearls before swine — persons making no pre- 
tense to purity either of heart or life, but working all uncleanness with 
greediness. Talk not to them of the mysteries of the kingdom ; of the 
things which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard ; which of consequence, 
as they have no other inlets of knowledge, no spiritual senses, it can not 
enter into their hearts to conceive. Tell not them of the exceeding 
great and precious promises which God hath given us in the Son of his 
love. What conception can they have of being made partakers of the 
Divine nature, who do not even desire to escape the corruption that ts 
in the world through lust t Just as much knowledge as swine have of 
pearls, and as much relish as they have for them ; so much relish have 
they for the deep things of God, so much knowledge of the mysteries of 
the Gospel, who are immersed in the mire of this world, in worldly pleas- 
ures, desires, and cares. Oh, cast not those pearls before these, lest they 
trample them under their feet, lest they utterly despise what they can 
not understand, and speak evil of the things which they know not.** — 
Wesley's Works [edition 1771], vol. ii., p. 346, et seq, 

2. The promiscuous admission which has been practiced at North 
Street is contrary to the general current of scriptural history and exam- 
ple. Come hither, said David, all ye that fear the Lord, and I will 
tell YOU what he hath done for my soul. In the days of Malachi, they 
that feared the lord were the persons who spake often one to an- 
other, and the Lord hearkened and heard, and a book of remembrance 
was written. Our blessed Master, too, was careful to speak wisdom only 
among them that were perfect. His gracious exertions for the salvation 
of men were strictly governed by his own rule : whosoever hath, to 
him shall be given, and he shall have more abundantly. He was wont 
to reserve his most particular and most excellent communications for 
those who were not only his hearers, but also his stated and avowed dis- 
ciples, and who had previously attained to such a maturity of knowledge 
in the first principles of his doctrine as disposed them to receive and im- 
prove his farther and more luminous instructions. Among other instances 
in which he has left us the example of this judicious and prudent reserve, 
it may be sufficient here to quote one. When he was alone, they that 
WERE about him With the twelve asked of him the parable. And he 
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said unto them, unto you it ts given to know the mystcry of the king- 
dom of God ; but UNTO them that are without, all these things are 
done IN PARABLES. With many parables, it is added, in the same chap- 
ter, spake he the word unto them, unto the people at large, as they were 
able to bear it ; but without a parable spake he not unto them ; and 
WHEN THEY WERE ALONE, he expounded all things to his disciples. 
Compare Matt, xiii., 11, 12, with Mark, iv., 10, 11,34. Evident traces 
of similar discrimination and caution are to be found in the history of the 
first Christians. Thus, at the day of Pentecost, the three thousand were 
such as first gladly received Peter^s word, and were then by baptism in- 
itiated into the Church. And it is after such initiation only that they 
are said to have been allowed to continue steadfastly, not merely in the 
apostles* doctrine, but in their private fellowship, and breaking of bread, 
and prayers : Acts, ii., 41, 43. When Paul and Barnabas had preached 
in the public synagogue at Antioch, after the congregation was broken 
up the more serious and religious part of it followed them ; and to these 
separately they spoke in a more particular and appropriate way, and per- 
suaded them to continue in the grace of God : Acts, xiii., 14. And on 
their return to the same place, after an excursion to Lystra and elsewhere* 
they gathered the Church — ^not the mixed multitude, but the Church 
together, and rehearsed all that God had done with them : Acts, xiv., 
27. We entreat you, brethren, to read, compare, and consider these pas- 
sages, and then to say whether the plan of promiscuous admission into 
meetings for the declaration of religious experience, and for speaking 
peculiarly on the deep things of God, be not, as we haye asserted, con- 
trary to the general current of Scriptural example. Oh, let us not at- 
tempt to be wise or zealous above what is written ! Let us not, under 
the idea of doing more extensive good, depart from the perfect pattern 
of our Lord, or violate the perfect law of his holy word. If men will 
not be converted by Moses and the prophets, by Christ and the apostles, 
as regularly preached to them in the great congregation — ^if they will 
not be brought to reflection and prayer by the stated methods of Divine 
providence and grace, neither will they repent though we deviate from 
God*s appointed order and revealed will by permitting them, while im- 
penitent, to associate with us in the Church. 

3. Another objection to the plan of indiscriminate admission is its total 
inconsistency with the very nature, business, and design of those relig- 
ious meetings to which we refer. They are meetings of the Church 
for Christian fellowship, for the communion o/" Saints. In them, the 
special interests and concerns of Christ^s family, the duties, promises, 
consolations, trials, and prospects which are peculiar to the people of 
God, as such, are the grand subjects of conversation. But we ask, in 
the name of Reason, what have aliens, and strangers, and enemies to 
the commonwealth of our Israel to do with these 1 Christian comronnion 
obviously belongs only to professed membeta of a Christian community. 
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For what feDowskip hath righteousness with unrighteousness, and what 
communioo hath light with darkness ? And what concord hath Christ 
with Belial, or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel ? See 2 
Cor., ri., 14-18. Can careless or profane sinners be expected to weep 
with saffering or tempted «atn/j,or to rejoice with such as rejoice ? Can 
theif take sweet counsel together with Christians, or say to them in the 
language of Job, J would strengthen you with my mouth, and the moving 
of my lips should assauge your grief t Can they show forth the praises 
of God for having called those whose experience is related in their hear- 
ing out of darkness into marvelous light ? Can they offer the prayer of 
faith for such as confess their faults that they may be healed ? Alas ! 
for all these duties of Christian fellowship they are totally unqualified. 
They have neither ability nor inclination to attempt them. And why 
should they be admitted to the privileges of our communion in Christ 
who can not at all perform those mutual offices of brotherly love which 
it necessarily implies? They are also as much unprepared to receive 
for themselves, as they are unable to communicate to others, that good 
which such meetings are designed and calculated to produce. Can they 
be edified or built up in holiness who have never laid the foundation 
even of repentance from dead works, and much less that of faith toward 
God ? Are they likely to be benefited by that strong meat, which belong- 
eth, says St. Paul, to them that are of full age, who are known to reject 
and nauseate even the milk of the Word? Ought the oil of heavenly 
consolation to be poured upon consciences that were never wounded by 
a sense of sin and danger ? Does not such a practice tend to strengthen 
the hands of the ungodly, to soothe and harden them in their iniquity, 
and make them wallow like swine in their filthiness ? Such promiscuous 
admissions must, in the very nature of things, do much evil. Where 
this plan is followed, many will be daubed with untempered mortar, and 
steal those cordials to which they have no lawful claim ; the truly pious 
will be oflen grieved, and hindered from comfortably waiting on God ; 
they who are qualified to speak most profitably and instructively will 
feel themselves fettered and silenced ; and, in general, only those who 
are the most inexperienced and the least judicious will care to open their 
mouths at all. Thus that edification, which this mistaken and unscrip- 
toral laxity is designed to increase and extend, is in fiict materially 
diminished by it; actual mischief is effected where greater good was 
intended ; the grand design of meetings for Christian fellowship is de- 
feated, and the abuse of them by some unhappily leads others to under- 
value and neglect them. 

4. We object to the plan of indiscriminate admission because it im- 
pedes the due administration of ecclesiastical discipline. This is an 
express ordinance of God — as much His ordinance as the preaching of 
the Gospel or the celebration of the Lord^s Supper ; and whatever ma- 
terially interferes with its regular exercise is, for that reason, unscriptural, 
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and highly injarions to the souls of men and to the interests of religion. 
One grand object of this discipline is to effect and maintain an open and 
visible separation and distinction between the Church and the World ; 
between those who do, and those who do not make a credible, consistent, 
and public profession of serious religion. Under the Jewish economy, 
lepers, and others whom the law pronounced to be miclean, were solemnly 
and strictly excluded from the congregation, lest they should defile the 
camp in which the Lord dwelt. In the days of Nehemiah, it is recorded 
with evident approbation that they separated from Israel all the mixed 
MULTITUDE. The ucglcct of such godly discrimination is mentioned by 
Ezekiel as one of the heinous sins by which the anger of Jehovah was 
excited against Jerusalem. Her priests have violated my lawj and have 
profaned my holy things ; they have put no difference between 
THE HOLY AND PROFANE, neither hove they showed difference between 
the unclean and the clean. Ye have brought into my sanctuary stran- 
gers uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in fleshy to be in my 
sanctuary^ to pollute it : Ezek., xxii., 26 ; xliv., 7. These and other 
similar intimations of God^s will, under the old dispensation, are abund- 
antly confirmed by many express declarations of his pleasure which are 
found in the New Testament. The members of the visible churches of 
Christ are every where described as a distinct and peculiar society of 
men, gathered out of the world, receiving one another in the Lord, united 
by bonds of Christian love and order, and by that union, as well as by 
the apparent sanctity of their tempers and conduct, distinguished from 
the profane and unbelieving part of mankind. Now we ask. How can 
this most reasonable and Scriptural distinction between the professed 
disciples of Christ and those who are strangers, if not enemies, to his 
cause, be possibly maintainedi and rendered sufficiently visible and con- 
spicuous, but by the strict exclusion of the latter class of persons from 
meeting with the former in their private assemblies — in their assemblies 
for such special exercises of piety and brotherly love as belong to mem- 
bers of the Church alone, and as can not, from their very nature, be 
common to saints and sinners, to the Church and the world conjointly ? 
To confound or obscure, by indiscriminate admission to these holy as- 
semblies, those differences which God himself has established, is no light 
evil. " When the keys of the Church," says the great Baxter, " are 
not used as they ought, to shut out the impenitent and wicked, nor to 
difference between the precious and the vile, it bardeneth multitudes in 
their ungodliness, and persuadeth them that they are really of the same 
family of Christ as the godly are, because they are partakers of the sajne 
holy ordinances." Such laxity must tend, at least, to make men care- 
less about entering into close fellowship with Christians, since it permits 
them to enjoy many of those outward privileges which belong to religious 
society, without submitting to its wholesome restraints and scriptural 
regul&tiottB. Every plan which increases this great evil, already too 
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fiahlonable among oar congregation, we are bound in duty most atiena- 
oosly to diacoontenance, aa equally detrimental to the Christian cause in 
general, and to the spiritual interests of particular individuals. 

Another important branch of Christian discipline consists in suspend- 
ing or rejecting from all religious fellowship and intercourse those who 
have formerly been acknowledged as brethren, if they fall into such gross 
and scandalous sins as may call for public expressions of disapprobation 
and censure, or if they will not receive, with becoming submission and 
humility, those private rebukes and admonitions which the Church or 
society, by its officers, may have deemed it proper to administer. The 
following are a specimen of the various passages of Scripture which not 
only authorize, but require such expulsions : / have written unto you 
jfOT TO KEBP coMPAifY, if any man that is called a brother be a forni- 
cator^ or covetous^ or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an ex- 
tortioner, with such a one, no, not to bat. Put away from among 
yourselves that wicked person: I Cor., v., 11, 13. A man that is a 
heretic, that is, as the context shows, a man that is factious and conten- 
tious, and thereby promotes unnecessary schisms and divisions in the 
Church, after the first and second admonition, reject : Titus, iii., 10. 
If he, an offending brother, refuse to hear the Church, let him be unto 
thee as a heathen man and a publican: Matt., xviii., 17. These pas- 
sages sufficiently point out the duty of Christian societies to exclude 
disorderly professors from their communion after due reproof, and they 
also point out the conduct which ought to be observed toward persons 
thus excluded both by churches and by individuals. They clearly pro- 
hibit all religious connection with them, until, by confessing their faults, 
and by other evidences of sincere repentance, they are rendered fit to be 
received anew into the communion of the faithful. How, then, is it 
consistent with the holy discipline here enjoined to admit all persons 
promiscuously, and, among the rest, persons excluded from the body for 
scandalous immoralities, into meetings of the kind now referred to ? Is 
not this to keep company with them in the way most expressly forbid- 
den ? Is such association with them at all calculated to show that we 
view them as unworthy to be members of a Christian society, and con- 
sider them as heathen men and publicans? Does it not rather render us 
partakers of their evil deeds, and is it not, in effect, to abet them in their 
crimes, and encourage them in obstinacy and impenitence? Such a 
practice exposes religion itself, and religious people at large, to the oblo- 
quies of the world, opens the mouth of those who are seeking occasion 
to blaspheme, and lays a stumbling-block in the way of the weak and 
inexperienced. Besides, this ill-judged and unscriptural tenderness is 
real cruelty even to those whom it is designed to &vor and indulge. 
One object of ecclesiastical censures and expulsions is to promote the 
repentance and restoration of the offender. Such exercises of discipline 
against the unruly and disorderly are nothing less than means of grace 
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when managed on the part of the Church with strict conformity to the 
laws of Christ, and received with due consideration and humility on the 
part of the unhappy persons against whom they are directed. They 
are God*8 own ordinance, and God is ready to grant his blessing to ren- 
der them effectual. Hence St. Paul, when requiring the Corinthians to 
inflict ecclesiastical punishment on the incestuous person, assigns this as 
the reason and end of that punishment, that his spirit might be saved xn 
the day of the Lord Jesus, And when he commands the Thessalonians 
to have no company with a disobedient and disorderly professor, he states 
this as his motive for the injunction, that he may be ashamed. (1 Cor., 
v., 5; 2 Thess., iii., 14.) But it is evident that this end of Christian 
discipline is counteracted, and the proper effect and influence of it are 
diminished, if not wholly prevented, by allowing among us a religious 
meeting conducted on the plan of that in North Street. Persons under 
the righteous censure of the body, and excluded from it on the fullest 
proof of immoi^l or grossly inconsistent conduct, may easily obtain ac- 
cess to this meeting. They may come to it as God's people comcth, 
and sit in it as God's people. Their exclusion from us is but nominal 
and apparent while so many of our own members and leaders thus per- 
versely persist to hold fellowship with them. They are neither ashamed 
nor humbled in consequence of their expulsion from us, for they still 
enjoy their wonted facility of admission into one of our private assem- 
blies. The edge of the sword of discipline is thus blunted. They laugh 
at the censures for which they should have sorrowed and wept ; harden 
their hearts against the Church and its ministers ; despise its reproofs 
and admonitions, and turn into an occasion of additional sin and crim- 
inality that which ought to have produced contrition, confession, and 
conversion. If one such irregular meeting be tolerated in defiance of all 
order — a meeting, too, for which there is no necessity whatsoever, which 
was never established or sanctioned in the usual way by the body of 
preachers and leaders, in whose appointment alone such meetings ought 
to originate, and a meeting which materially interferes with our own 
general band, held at the very same hour — if one such meeting, we say, 
be tolerated, why not more ? If the doors of one of our private assem- 
blies be thus thrown open to every invader, with what consistency can 
we refuse to wink at similar intrusions into all our bands, and love-feasts, 
and sacraments? And then what will become of Christian purity and 
discipline ? or what are we to do with many explicit declarations and 
precepts of the Word of God ? It seems to us that the practice we are 
reprobating is in fact a direct, though we believe not an intentional, at- 
tack on the kingly government of Christ in His Church. The advocates 
for this practice are willing that he should teach them as a prophet by 
the ministry of His word in public. They acknowledge him also as a 
priest, and are desirous to be justified by His blood and sanctified by His 
sj^rit. Bat when, as Kwo ov Z\o!X an.l Head of tdk CHURcn, he 
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ccHnmands all who will be his disciples indeed to testify their loyaltj 
and allegiance to him by openly separating themselves from the rebel- 
lious and unholy — by joining themselves as regular members to some 
orderly society and distinct community of Christians, according o the 
plan of the New Testament, by submitting to the scriptural authority 
and direction of those who are ^ over them in the Lord," and by avoid- 
ing all needless familiarity, and, much more, all religious connection, all 
unnecessary intercourse in holy things, with sinners, and worldlings, and 
apostate professors — when Christ requires these proofs of love and 'at- 
tachment, then they shrink, and hesitate, and remonstrate. This yoke 
they are not prepared to bear ; this part of the Savior^s burden they 
can not be persuaded to carry. Then they talk loudly of natural rights 
and of Christian liberty^ as if, because we have no master on earth, we 
had therefore none in heaven ; as if any man could have a natural right 
to neglect or supersede the positive ordinance of Jesus Christ ; as if 
Christian liberty consisted in a license to violate at pleasure the institu- 
tions o! the Gospel, to trample on the discipline of the Church, and to 
despise or vilify those by whom that discipline is conscientiously ad- 
ministered ! We believe that the persons whose views we oppose are 
not aware that such principles as these are implied in the practice which 
they defend ; but, while we cheerfully render this justice to their inten- 
tions, we can not but express our free opinion as to the anti-Christian 
nature and tendency ot their conduct.* 

5. The last objection which we shall urge to the plan which has been 
followed at North Street is its contrariety to Methodistical usages and 
rulea It is a new and almost unheard-of thing among us ; an tnnova- 
tion on the practice of the Christian Church at large, and an innovation 
on the established regulations of Methodism in particular. The resolu- 
tion of the leaders* meeting, in defense of which these arguments are 
offered, does not impose any new rule of action. The refusal to admit 
into our meetings for religious fellowship persons of whose moral char- 
acter, or sincere desire to obtain instruction and salvation, we have not 
satisfactory evidence, is a custom as old as the Methodist societies. The 
rules which require it were in force, and were known to be in force, 
when the brethren who now violate them first joined our body. To 
those rules, therefore, as well as to all the rest, they have virtually en- 
gaged to submit, so long as they should choose to continue members of 
our society. These considerations alone ought to have convinced them 

* On the rabject of dladpUne ve will again quote the wordfl of Mr. Baxter; wordi homeljr 
indeed, but forcible : 

*^ Discipline is of great moment for the honor of Christ and his Choith, fhftt it may not 
be as impure as the infidel worid, nor a swine-et7 instead of a society of saints; and that 
it may be known that Christ came not as decelTers do, to get Ilimself a number of follow* 
en as bad as other men, but to sanctify a peculiar people to God, lealoos of good woilEi, 
and foruking the world, the flesh, and the deril ; and to keep Christians from the tnan 
and the shame of inCsctioos and wicked asioriates; and, finally, to keep sin tmdar cp« 
disgrace,**— Baxtsk on Matthew zvlU. 
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that, even if their proceedings could be proved lawful^ they were, how- 
ever, highly inexpedient. Was it not their daty to ** give no" needless 
** offense to the Church of God %^ Ought not individiials, where cod- 
science is not plainly concerned, to yield to the general wish and judg- 
ment of their brethren 1 Hath not the Lord required this, when he ays, 
*' Obey them who have the rule over you ;^ and, ** Submit yourselves ooe 
to another in the fear of God %" Is it meet that the many dioald be 
governed by the/etr ; or that the/etr, if they think it right to remain in 
connection with us, should peaceably subject themselves to the sdemn 
decisions of the many t Surely, the constant and long-establii^ed usatges 
of the society, even though they were not expre$dy sanctioned by Scnp- 
ture, if strictly conformable to the sense and ^irit of its general rdei, 
are not on slight grounds to be violated. This may be &iriy infened 
from the words of St Paul, 1 Cor., zi., 16 : If any man seem to he ctm- 
tentious^ wb have no such custom, nbithbr thb Chubchbs of God. 

We can not, very dear friends, dismiss this subject without remarking 
to you that, for the sake of peace and union, we have long been silent 
when perhaps we ought to have borne a fidthful testimony against what 
we could not cordially approve of. 

For several years, some of our members in different Bocieties have 
appeared remarkably zealous in public worship, and have shown a dispo- 
sition to assume the name of RevivodisU ; but a wish to preserve the 
union of the body induced us to check, with constant care, every desOoc- 
tion that in the least tended to a party spirit A revival of genuine re- 
ligion where it is low, and its extension where it is prosperous, will, we 
trust, ever have our best wishes, and those friends who act according to 
the Word of God our ready and cheerful co-operation. For some of 
those persons above-mentioned we have a very high esteem, and had all 
of them evidenced the same Christian temper, we should have heartily 
rejoiced in the fruit of their labors. But in many of them there has ap- 
peared a manifest want of genuine humility. Do they think soberly of 
themselves, as they ought to think ? Do they ever doubt the strength 
of their own judgment, or generally eirpress tiiemselves with becoming 
modesty on religious subjects? Are they easily entreated? Do they 
show an openness of mind to conviction 1 We must with grief declare 
that we have had no proper evidence of such a spirit, although it be the 
brightest ornament of the Christian character. 

What has added to our fear that the preceding observaUon is but too 
just, is the degree of censariousness which persons of this description 
have shown. Christians and ministers of the Gospel, however eminent 
for holiness, age, and usefulness, if they can not see things in the same 
light with them, or can not go to all their lengths of noise and shouting 
in the worship of God, are viewed by them as ''dead professors,** "ibrmal 
worshipers," " dry sticks," " dull souU^" aa " having nothmg of the life 
of religion" etc., etc., etc. 'Wast© Hb WiaVw^ ^QcaXXiss^rtOoL^JSaL'^N^ 
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Where are Christian candor and kindness ? If such be the fruit of what 
acme hare fidsely called a revival of religion, we pray the Father of 
mercies to preserve all our dear people from it. 

Nor can we approve of the noise and rant which have keen encour- 
aged by those persons in their religious exercises, because we conceive 
them to be inconsistent with that reverence which ought to be felt by 
every one who approaches the majesty of heaven. The Holy Scrip- 
tores call for fear and reverence in all those who appear before God in 
his worship : Psalm Izxxix., 7 ; Eccles., v., 1, 2 ; Hebrews, xii., 28, 29. 
If we look at the heavenly host as represented to the Prophet Isaiah 
(chap, vi., 2, 3), and the effect which that representation had upon his 
mind, we shall perceive that clear views of the Divine Being will pro- 
duce a sacred awe, and abase the spiritual worshiper as in the dust before 
him. But the ignorant, untimely vociferations of some persons who are 
fond of noise, do, in our opinion, savor much of irreverence of spirit. 

Our wish, desire, and prayer to God for you, our dear people, is, that 
you may escape these and all other evils, and that you may be Christians 
indeed in principle and practice ; in the Church, the family, and the dos- 
* et ; that you may, in all your transactions with men, adorn your Christian 
profession, and shine as lights in the world. We ardently desire that 
you may be clear as to your acceptance with the Father through Christ, 
and that the God of hope may fill you with all joy and peace in believing. 
We beseech you, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies to him 
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable, as your reasonable service. For 
you, as a people, the Lord hath done great things ; but he is both able 
and willing to do for you exceeding abundantly, above all that you ask 
or think, according to the power that worketh in you. 

While, therefore, we caution you against disorder and confusion, and 
the evils which have been noticed, we wish you to be equally guarded 
against lukewannness and sloth. The religion of Christ is an operative 
principle. Faith worketh by love. Hence we read of the work offenth^ 
the ltU>or of love, and the patience of hope. Let us all unite in fervently 
pleading with the Lord tiiat his work among us may more than ever 
prosper, and that his truth may universally prevail. Your expectation 
of good has been raised by what you have lately known of the Savior^s 
love. You hope to see this society more pure, more united, and more 
prosperous, than ever. May your hope be speedily realized ! This will 
exceedingly rejoice the hearts of your affectionate brethren, 

The pRBACHEas and Lkadbrb. 



END OP VOL, L 
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from one third to one half more reading— than anj other in the country. 



HARPER'S MAGAZINE. 

TnE Publishers beliere that the SeTenteen Volomes of Habpes's 
Magazine now issaed contain a larger amount of valuable and at- 
tractive reading than will be found in any other periodical of tho 
daj. The best Serial Tales of the foremost Novelists of the time: 
Letebs* "Maurice Ticmay," Bulweb Ltttom's "My Novel," 
DiCKENS*8 ** Bleak House*' and "Little Domt,*' Tbackebat*s 
"Newcomcs" aud "Virginians,*' have successively appeared in the 
Magazine simultaneously with their publication in England. Tho 
best Tales and Sketches from the Foreign Magazines have been 
carefully selected, and original contributions have been furnished 
by Chables Heade, Wilkib Collins, Mrs. Gaskell, Miss Mu* 
Locn, and other prominent English writers. 

The larger portion of the Magazine has, however, been devoted 
to articles upon American topics, furnished by American writers. 
Contributions have been welcomed Arom every section of the coun- 
try ; and in deciding upon their acceptance the Editors have aimed 
to be governed solely by the intrinsic merits of the articles, irrespect- 
ive of their authorship. Care has been taken that the Magazine 
should never become the organ of any local clique in literature, or 
of any sectional party in politics. 

At no period since the commencement of the Magazine have its 
literary and artistic resources been more ample and varied ; and tho 
Publishers refer to the contents of the Periodical for the past as tho 
best guarantee for its future claims upon the patronage of the Amer- 
ican public. 



TERMS.— One Copy for One Year, $3 00 : TVo Copies for One Year, $5 00; 
Three or more Copies for One Year (each), $2 00; '^Harper*! Magaxine** and 
*' Harper*! Weekly,** One Year, $4 OOl And an Extra Oopy, gratia, for tverif 
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Clergymen and Teaehen supplied at Two Vollamb a year. The Seml-An- 
nnnl Volumes bound in Cloth, $2 50 each. Muilin Covers, 85 cents each. Ths 
Postage upon IIabpeb*s Maoazuti must be paid at the OfBee where it is nedftti. 
The Postage is Thirty-tit Cents a yeaar, 

nARPER & DROTUERS, PubUSben, Franklin Sqnare, New Yoik. 



HAEPER'S WEEKLY. 

A JOUBKAL OP CIVILIZATION. 

FBIOB FIVE CBNTS. 

Harpeb'8 Webklt has now been in existence two yeaiB. Dur- 
ing that period no effort has been spared to make it the best possi- 
ble Family Paper for the American People, and it is the belief of 
the Proprietors that, in the peculiar field which it occapies, no ex- 
isting Periodical can compare with it. 

Every Nomber of Habpes*8 Weekly contains all the News of 
the week, Dome^ic and Foreign. The completeness of this de- 
partment is, it is believed, onrivaled in any other weekly publica- 
tion. Every noteworthy event is profusely and accurately illustrated 
at the time of its occurrence. And while no expense is spared to 
procure Original Illustrations, care is taken to lay before the reader 
every foreign picture which appears to possess general interest. In 
a word, the Subscriber to Habpeb*8 Weekly may rely upon ob- 
taining a Pictorial History of the times in which we live, compiled 
and illustrated in the most perfect and complete manner possible. 
It is believed that the Illustrated Biographies alone— of which about 
one hundred and fifty have already been published— -are worth far 
more to the reader than the whole cost ot his subscription. 

The literary matter of Harper's Weekly is supplied by some 
of the ablest writers in the Enghsh language. Every Number con- 
tains an installment of a serial story by a first-class author — Bul- 
wer's '* What wiU he do with It f* has appeared entire in its columns ; 
one or more short Stories, the best that can be purchased at home 
or abroad ; the best Poetry of the day ; instructive Essays on topics 
of general interest; Comments on Uie Events of the time, in the 
shape of Editorials and the Lounger's philosophic and amusing 
Gossip ; searching but generous Literary Criticisms ; a Chess Chron- 
icle ; and full and careful reports of the Money, Merchandise, and 
Produce Markets. 

In fixing at so low a price as Five Cents the price of their paper, 

the Publishers were aware that nothing but an enormous sale could 

remunerate them. They are happy to say that the receipts have 

already realized their anticipations, and justify still further efforts 

to make Harper's Weekly an indispensable guest in evexy home 

throughout the country. 

TERM&— One Copy for Twenty Weeki, $1 00 ; One Copy fbr One Tear, $8 60; 
One Copy for Tiro Yeuv, $4 00 ; Five Copies for One Yew, $9 00; Twelve Cop- 
lee for One Year, $30 00; Twenty-five Copies for One Year, $40 00. An Bsim 
Copy wOl b€ aOowtdfor every CluJb 9f Twuvm or Twumr-nvs Subsokibi 
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